
thorisation can only be grant-
ed by the Headteacher. Any 

requests for absence should 

be made on the ‘application 
for absence form’. A copy of 

this form is available on the 
school website under 

‘Pastoral Care’ and 
‘Attendance’.  We are no 

longer able to accept re-

quests for absence via email 
or letters to tutors. Our at-

tendance officer, Mrs J Bark-
er, can be contacted by tele-

phone or email jbarker 

@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk 
should you have any queries 

about attendance. Your sup-
port in this matter is very 

much appreciated. 
 
We are looking forward to 

celebrating success with Year 
11 on Wednesday 29th No-

vember when Mr Ian Payne, 
Manager at Booths in Chor-

ley, will be our principal guest 

at Awards Evening, when 
GCSE certificates and prizes 

will be distributed. Similarly, 
former Year 11 pupils en-

joyed a wonderful celebration 

at their Prom last term. We 
do hope that our current Year 

11 pupils will continue to 
maintain their positive atti-

tude to learning, maturity in 
their choices about behaviour 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

It has been another produc-

tive and eventful half term 
at St Michael’s and I trust 

your children have settled 
well into routines and are 

working diligently, once 
again thriving in school! Our 

new Year 7 pupils are 

quickly becoming part of 
‘Team St Michael’s, wearing 

their school uniforms with 
pride and getting involved 

in the wide range of extra-

curricular activities on offer. 
Pupils in all year groups are 

also settling back into their 
studies, with Years 9 and 

10 responding well to the 
challenges of new GCSEs.  

 

Once again we were all ex-
tremely proud of last year’s 

Year 11 who gained out-
standing GCSE results. 

Overall, 89% of all pupils 

achieved 5+ A*- C/ 9 - 4 
grades including English 

and mathematics. These 
results show just what can 

be achieved when pupils, 

staff, parents and carers 
work together. I commend 

the great dedication, deter-
mination and commitment 

of both pupils and staff in 
achieving these fantastic 

results and I acknowledge 

the significant part played 
by supportive parents and 

carers.  I hope it is reassur-
ing to all parents to know 

that our young people can 

do extremely well and 
achieve superb results, re-

gardless of what teaching 
group they are in, when 

pupils, staff, parents and 
carers work effectively in 

partnership together.  
 

I would also like to share 

with you the following fig-
ures in relation to these 

results, which highlight the 
importance of excellent at-

tendance in ensuring suc-
cess:  

 

100% of pupils with attend-
ance above 96% achieved 
5+ A*- C / 9-4 grades in-
cluding English and mathe-
matics  
92% of pupils with 91% - 
95% attendance achieved 
5+ A*- C / 9-4 grades in-
cluding English and mathe-
matics 
86% of pupils with 86%-
90% attendance achieved 
5+ A*- C/ 9-4 grades in-
cluding English and mathe-
matics 
71% of pupils with attend-
ance below 85% achieved 
5+ A* - C/ 9-4 grades in-
cluding English and mathe-
matics 
 
For our young people to 

gain the greatest benefit 
from their education and to 

really flourish it is vital that 
they are in school, on time, 

every day school is open 
unless the reason for ab-

sence is unavoidable. We 

are currently experiencing 
an unprecedented increase 

in requests for leave of ab-
sence in term time. Please 

may I remind parents that 

such absences will be an 
extremely rare, irregular 

occurrence only allowed in 
exceptional circumstances. 

Leave is discretionary, it is 
not an entitlement and au-
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and resilience in their approach to 

their studies so that they too might 
share and celebrate in these events 

next year. They are currently dis-
playing a fantastic work ethic and I 

am sure that they will reap the rewards next summer if they can sustain this approach.   

 
It is with extreme sadness that I have to share with you the news that our long-standing Chairman of 

Governors, Mrs Freda Armstrong, has decided to retire after 25 years in the role and 40 years outstand-
ing service as a member of the Governing Body. Her dedication and commitment to St Michael’s is im-

measurable and we cannot thank her enough for her relentless support of all aspects of school life. It 
has been a huge privilege and a pleasure to work alongside her and she leaves with the very best wishes 

of pupils, staff, parents and governors.  

 
Mrs Armstrong joined the Governing Body when her son, Alistair, was a pupil in school and she became 

the representative for St George’s Parish where she is a regular worshipper. She has worked with all six 
of the school’s headteachers and has witnessed the school go from strength to strength, being a willing 

participant in school events and a keen supporter of school productions, music concerts, presentations 

and awards evenings. 
 

A special Eucharist service is to be held at Blackburn Cathedral in her honour and further events are 
planned where staff, pupils and friends of St Michael’s will have the opportunity to show their apprecia-

tion for all she has done for our school.  
 

Sadly we are also saying goodbye to Mr Gerry Thorpe at the end of this half term. Mr Thorpe has worked 

at St Michael’s for 22 years, both full time and more recently, part time, and his dedicated work in the 
English department and his lively sense of humour will be sorely missed. We wish him every happiness in 

his retirement. 
 

Mrs Jenny Clapp will also begin her maternity leave at the end of this half term. We wish her and hus-

band Gavin every happiness as they await this new addition to their family.  
 

This term we have been delighted to welcome several new colleagues to St Michael’s; Miss Jo Stebel to 
the English department, Mr Chris Kohler to PE, Mrs Susan Wilk to the Science department and Mr Keith 

Tierney who has embraced the role of Curriculum Leader of Science. Also in Science we are pleased to 

welcome our new Senior Science Technician, Miss Laura Branigan. Mrs Lauren Taylor and Miss Rebecca 
Lawson are continuing to provide maternity cover in Dance and Mrs Marie Rice in English. Mrs Samantha 

Whiteley and Mrs Anne Murray (after half term) are also welcome additions to the English department. 
 

Thank you for your support with our uniform, especially in ensuring that girls’ skirts are of the right 
length (no more than 3” from the knee) and that boys’ trousers are of a traditional style and not ‘skinny 

fit’; we do feel that our pupils look really smart and present a positive image of St Michael’s in the local 

community. Thank you for your support too in ensuring that hairstyles meet our expectations.  
 

I hope the contents of our newsletter will give you a flavour of life here and an insight into the range of 
extra-curricular activities and events that have been taking place during this action-packed half term. We 

are so proud of the way in which our pupils embrace the myriad of opportunities available to them. The 

newsletter is now available on the school website, or alternatively if you wish to receive a hard copy 
please do not hesitate to contact school. You can also keep in touch with events in school via our web-

site and Twitter account. 
 

I am sure that if our pupils continue to approach the year in the positive way in which they have started 
the term they will reap the benefits of success in so many areas of school life. They are a credit to you 

their parents and carers and to our school. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs J Jenks 

Headteacher 

Mrs Jenks continues 
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AFTER almost forty years of 

dedicated service on the Gov-
erning body of St Michael’s, 25 

of these as Chair of Gover-
nors, it is with extreme sad-

ness that we bid Mrs Freda Arm-

strong a fond farewell as she re-
tires from the position to which she 

has given her all! 
 

But even after so many years 
whole-heartedly supporting all as-

pects of life at the school, Mrs 

Armstrong still maintains she will 
continue to be a presence at school 

events and performances and will 
always support St Michael’s ‘to the 

hilt!’ 

 
It was certainly not a decision she has taken lightly, but at the age of 83 and after the ill-health of her 

husband and fellow Governor, Geoff, she feels the time is right to take a step back. 
 

‘I have worked alongside six wonderful and very unique headteachers and I’ve enjoyed every minute!’ 
she reminisces. ‘It has been an absolute pleasure and privilege to be there for the staff and the children 

and see the school go from strength to strength.’ 

 
Mrs Armstrong, who has a strong Christian faith herself, believes the success of St Michael’s is due to the 

Christian ethos and foundation of the school and the incredible hardworking nature and support of all 
who work there. 

 

‘Educationalists have been into the school and asked, what is it that makes it so special?’ she says. ‘And I 
can only say that it is the Christian foundation, the firm Christian ethos that makes it so different to other 

schools and anyone visiting the school feels this. 
 

‘It is the way all the pupils, the staff and the governors all pull together in the same way with fantastic 

end results. 
 

‘I remember there was once an inspector who came to the school during an Ofsted Inspection and was 
full of praise for the school. I was absolutely delighted when they said to me that if their son had been to 

this school he would have been a very different boy!’ 
 

Mrs Armstrong has been a committed member of the congregation at St George’s Church in Chorley for 

nearly 50 years.  
 

She was originally approached by the Church to be part of the governing body at the time when her son, 
Alistair, was attending St Michael’s. Her husband had just been appointed as a Diocesan Representative 

and they needed a foundation parish representative from St George’s. 

 
‘Geoff and I feel that you should wholeheartedly support the school that your child attends and right from 

the word go you should give it your all. 
 

‘At the time I was Duke Street School secretary when I was asked to be the church representative on the 
governing body and I just thought, I’d give it a go! 

 

‘I knew nothing at the time!’ 
 

Mrs Armstrong has so many happy memories of her time at St Michael’s she finds it hard to pinpoint just 
a few, but she remembers with fondness the school summer fairs, and she attributes the start of her love 

of flower arranging to Mrs Barbara Dowding, a former Deputy Headteacher. 

 
‘She persuaded me to take part in the flower arranging competition at the summer fair,’ Mrs Armstrong 

explains. 

Mrs Armstrong retires 
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‘She just said, 

you’re arty, why 
don’t you give it 

a go? I told her, 
I can’t possibly do that, but I 

tried and I was so surprised 

when I actually won!’ 
 

This began a lifelong love of 
flower arranging, a passion 

she now shares both in church 
and in the wider community. 

 

But along the way there have 
also been challenging times.  

 
‘I would support the staff and 

school in every way I can,’ 

she says, remembering a time 
when the teaching profession 

were 
cam-

paigning for better pay. 
 

‘I remember joining the staff in a march at Woodlands,’ she says. ‘This was under the headteacher Mr 

Bob Hardwick and I was proud to march alongside our teachers.’ 
 

The magnificent school productions, music concerts, interviewing new staff, (Mrs Armstrong has been 
instrumental in the selection and employment of almost every member of the teaching staff,) have all 

brought great enjoyment to her both personally and as the Chair of Governors. 

 
But above all, Mrs Armstrong speaks fondly of the times she spent visiting classes and seeing the children 

in action in their lessons. 
 

‘The atmosphere as I walked the corridors with the headteachers was wonderful,’ she said. ‘The pupils 

would look and acknowledge me when we went into the room and speak to me, telling me everything 
they were doing. 

 
‘They would ask questions and I was always happy to answer. I just loved it!’ 

 
Mrs Armstrong expresses her great joy and what an incredible honour it was for her and her family when 

she heard that the school’s fantastic new library resource centre and chapel were to take the family 

name; the ‘Armstrong Centre.’ 
 

‘I felt so humble,’ she says. ‘Not many people have the honour of having a building named after them. I 
told the architect that I wanted the chapel to shine out into the community for people to see and it is 

wonderful that it really does!’ 

 
The school is planning to mark Mrs Arm-

strong’s retirement with numerous activi-
ties and to allow all members of Team St 

Michael’s to express their thanks and 
gratitude for all that she has done. 

 

A Eucharist service will take place in 
Blackburn Cathedral on Wednesday 8 No-

vember and events where the pupils can 
express their thanks are also being 

planned. 

Mrs Armstrong retires, continued ... 

Earlier times: Mrs Armstrong with former headteachers Mr Roy Moore and Mr Bob Hardwick 

With four former headteachers 



P A G E  5  

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

 

 
 Christian Values Enrichment Day 

The Christian Values Enrichment Day took place on Thursday 28 September. Pupils took part in a wide 

variety of activities, reflecting on themes such as Good and Evil and wellbeing, as well as exploring the 
related Christian values and thinking about St Michael’s Day. 

YEAR 7 pupils spent their day looking at ‘Good and Evil’ with activities 

based on the school motto ‘Therefore 
Choose.’ 

 
Pupils took part in several activities get-

ting to know their tutorial and celebrating 

the value of ‘community’ amongst others. 
 

They were involved in tasks including 

drama pieces and making a comic 

strip, working in teams within their 

tutorials and making new friends. 

They also created prayer trees for 

use in their tutorial morning pray-

ers. 

 

Their day culminated in a massive fashion show, with pupils 

dressing up nominated members of their tutorial as ‘good’ 
and ‘evil,’ using aluminium foil, toilet roll and bin bags! 

YEAR 8 pupils spent the day exploring the theme of 

Human Rights through various Arts activities.  

 

The day began with the showing of a short film tell-

ing the story of Charlotte Salomon, a German Jewish 

painter, who died in Auschwitz concentration camp 

in 1943.  

 

The film uses a blend of animation, film, original mu-

sic, stage footage and documentary, placing Char-

lotte’s extraordinary life in the tragic context of her 

times. 

 

Pupils then went on to explore human rights taking part in three out of four practical based activities 

within Dance, Drama, Art and Music. 
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YEAR 9 pupils were treated to a day of investigations and explo-

rations on their STEM day. 

 

They took part in numer-

ous practical activities based on Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Maths. 

 

The day started with pupils stopping a disaster via a computer 

game and protecting islands from the devastating effects of hurri-

canes/tsunamis.   

 

This gave the pupils chance to think about the types of training/

defences needed to save people and buildings. 

 

The maths staff ran a challenge to build an oil rig out of straws that 

was sturdy enough to hold a house brick for 10 seconds, whilst in sci-

ence there were investigations into green living, wind turbines, solar 

panels and a squashed tomato challenge. 

   

Staff were joined by five STEM ambassadors from different back-

grounds and jobs, who shared their insights along with ideas for pro-

jects in each session.   

Year 9 STEM 
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YEAR 10 pupils 
celebrated the 

Enrichment Day 

by taking part in seven different lessons, all aimed at various aspects of Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultur-
al Education. 

 
Pupils were urged to reflect on their own personal wellbeing and 

relaxation with sessions on yoga and mindfulness, aimed at 
helping them cope with the pressures of GCSE preparation. 

 

Similarly they 
looked at issues 

of self esteem in 
a session enti-

tled ‘My 

Best 
Friend.’ 

 
Pupils were encouraged to reflect on their own opinion of 

themselves, identify their own ‘negative critical inner 
voice’ and use strategies to suppress their own negativity 

about their self image, ultimately feeling better in their 

own skin. 
 

A session on technology saw pupils using iPads to determine their own character and look at how they 
deal with issues and problems.  

 

They discovered what kind of an ‘animal’ they were, by taking part in a quiz and exploring their own reac-
tions to various situations. 

 
They also had a session where they put themselves in the position of a Syrian refugee, looking at the ter-

rifying and unsettled life experienced by so many in this war-torn country. 

 
British Values were also explored, with pupils looking at what makes a person intrinsically ‘British.’  

 
A session aimed at looking at the Prevent Strategy was also included on this day, with pupils identifying 

extremist behaviour and recognising the danger signs suggesting extremist beliefs. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education 

Stretching and toning in the yoga session 

Perfecting the ‘downward facing dog’ 
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Parents are welcome to browse the school's Moodle at 

http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk 
 

Click on Parent Zone > Log in as Guest User > Agree Site 
Policy > and there you are!  Parents do not need a username for the public areas of Moodle. 

 

The areas accessible to parents include weekly prayers, worship, weekly listings of clubs, re-
vision advice, technical support and occasional questionnaires to give feedback on events. 

 
Pupils can visit Moodle Club in H7 on any day of the week at lunchtime throughout the year 

for advice, support in accessing home learning, and the resolution of password concerns. 
 

Do direct any enquiries about moodle to moodle@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk     S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

FIVE trophies made up the 

stash of silverware brought 
home by members of the Kart-

ing Club when they 
attended a race meet-

ing in Northampton-

shire. 
 

Ahead of the game was 
Year 9 pupil Samuel 

Perkins, achieving 2nd 
place in Class 14 

(Restricted TKM.)  

 
The club won two tro-

phies in Class 7 (100cc 
TKM), as former pupil 

Sam Palmer came in 6th 

place, and Year 11’s 
Nathan Howard came 

home with his first ever 
trophy in this class with an 8th place from a large grid.  

 
Other drivers in this class were former pupils Josh Fish, 12th, Year 10’s Rowan Mackley, 14th, and for-

mer pupil Leo Crabtree who had mechanical problems throughout the day.  

 
Harrison Shires from Year 8 continued his good start to the season with a 4th place trophy in Class 11 

(Honda GX 160), followed by James Murray and Matthew Mather, also both from Year 8. 
  

The club had some excellent results in Class 15 (Junior Rotax), with former pupil Cameron Livesey, who 

has been obtaining some creditable results recently, getting a 5th place trophy, along with the ever im-
proving Merrick Crook, also a former pupil, who came home in 8th place from a grid of 21 karts. 

  
Bethany Livesey, Year 8, attended her second meeting as she competed in the novice class.  

 

The dedicated gang of guys and girls travelled to Whilton Mill for this, their second meeting of the new 
season. 

 
More than 100 karts took part in the competition from schools all over the country which are within the 

Natska organisation. 

Five trophy triumph 

 
For updates and reminders or just to keep 
in touch...  

Why not follow us @SaintMichaelsCE    

http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
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PUPILS passionate about languages and travel 

have been clamouring for a place on the Ger-
many holiday to Cologne this half term. 

 
Once again this holiday proved popular, being oversub-

scribed with pupils keen for a taste of Deutschland! 

 
The lucky ones who have been randomly selected will get 

to stay in the beautiful city of Cologne, visit one of Germa-
ny’s amazing castles, view the incredible Cologne Cathedral 

and spend time at the city zoo. 
 

They will also go to a fun wave pool and visit the pretty 

Moselle Riverside town of Cochem. 
 

The trip will culminate in a visit to Phantasialand Theme 
Park. 

 

Driving to Deutschland 

The terrifying Black Mamba ride at Phantasialand 

KARATE champ Joel is cele-

brating earning his Black Belt! 
 

Year 8’s Joel attends the 
Hedges Soo Bahk Do Moo Duk Kwan Karate School in Bamber 

Bridge where he has been training since starting there in September 

2010, at the beginning of Year 1.   
 

Following six years of training, this talented martial arts master has 
passed the Dan testing and earned his Black Belt in Karate. 

 
‘I like karate because it’s good exercise and I like competing,’ ex-

plains Joel. 

 
The picture shows Joel with his certificate after it was issued by the 

Korean School President.  
 

Joel says he is now keen to work towards his Black Belt with two 

stripes. 

Karate King 

TOP tennis performances won our pupils 2nd 

place in the North Regional Finals this half 
term. 

 
Year 10 and 11 pupils, Jocasta Minton, Corran 

Fernie, Iona Macphee, Ellie Walker and Charlotte 

Richardson, took on tennis talent from private 
schools in the whole north west region when 

they represented Lancashire. 
 

This is the first time a team from St Michael’s has 
made it so far and they only narrowly missed out 

to Harrogate, who have experience at regional 

level. 
 

PE teacher, Mrs Brunsden, said: ‘The girls per-
formed fantastically well and showed great sportsmanship in all games.   

 

‘They were up against private schools from across the region and we ended up coming 2nd in the region 
for tennis which as a school we have never achieved before.  

 
‘I am extremely proud of the girls’ commitment and hard work throughout this year and for representing 

the school so well. Well done to them all!’ 

Top tennis talent 
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FRIDAY October 6th brought a day of 

smiles to St Michael’s as pupils were en-
couraged to say 

‘cheese’ and spread 
a little happiness 

for National Smile Day! 

 
A ‘Guess the teacher’s smile’ 

competition and a lunchtime 
of telling jokes in the hall 

kept pupils entertained. 
 

Mr Kennedy and Mr Neville 

led the ‘Open Mic’ session with pupils 
keen to entertain and share their fa-

vourite jokes. 
 

This is just a selection of some of 

them! 

National Smile Day 

A FLAVOUR of France is once again on the cards 

for pupils in Years 8 and 9 who have been lucky 
enough to secure a place on the highly popular 

French trip. 
 

The beautiful city of Bruges in Belgium is the first 

port of call with pupils sampling the chocolate 
shops and seeing the pretty architecture. 

 
They will then travel to Paris, spending one day 

visiting famous Parisian landmarks such as the 
Eiffel Tower, Arc de Triumph, Montmartre and 

the Louvre Museum. 

 
The final day is spent at Disneyland, enjoying all 

that this incredible theme park has to offer! 
 

Fabulous France 

My sister told me I couldn’t make a car out of 

spaghetti. 
 

You should have seen her face when I drove 
pasta! 

 

Josh Robinson  

Why aren’t koalas actual bears? 

 
They don’t meet the koalifications. 

 
Georgia Venn and Erin Cunningham  

Past, present and future 

walked into a restaurant. 
 

It was tense! 
 

James McKone  

How many tickles does it 

take to make an octopus 
laugh? 

 
Ten tickles 

 

Theo Waugh 

It’s been raining a lot 

the past few weeks. My 
dad’s been really de-

pressed about it. He 
just keeps staring 

through the window. 

So I said to my mother, 
‘If he carries on like 

this, we’re going to 
have to let him in!’ 

 
Rohan Johnson 

Delightful smiles from our 
happy pupils! 
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adventure are excitedly preparing 

for the much anticipated Iceland 

experience, this October half term. 

‘A trip of a lifetime’ is promised, with pupils from Years 9-

11 taking part in the five day educational visit. 

 

The aim of the trip is to provide pupils with the oppor-

tunity to visit and experience first-hand some of the geo-

graphical features that are studied in Geography. 

  

It is hoped 

that this 

will inspire 

them fur-

ther in 

their ap-

preciation 

and understanding 

of the world, and 

provide them with a memorable learning opportunity. 

 

Pupils will be staying full-board at the Skalinn Center in 

the village of Hvolsvollur. This has good access to 

many of the landscapes and attractions in Iceland's 

Golden Triangle such as: the Gulfoss, Skogafoss 

and Seljalandsfoss waterfalls; the geothermal area 

of Geysir; and the Thingvellir National Park. 

  

Pupils will 

also walk 

onto the Sol-

heimajokull 

Glacier and 

look at the 

spectacular 

glacial  

and fluvial 

landforms.  

 

Expectations of Iceland 
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HISTORIANS and linguists have shown an amazing in-

terest in the 2018 trip to Berlin, Krakow and Prague! 
 

For the first time this trip is massively oversubscribed 
with so many pupils eager to experience the culture of three European countries. 

 

Mr Kirkpatrick has been staggered at the interest in 
this biennial holiday, which gives our youngsters an 

insight into the Second World War and the Cold 
War. 

 
Pupils get to visit the major landmarks of the Ger-

man capital, experience Auschwitz Concentration 

Camp and roam the streets of the beautiful capital 
city of Prague. 

 

Brilliant Berlin 

Auschwitz Concentration Camp 

The geothermal region of Geysir 

Gulfoss waterfall 

Lava beds in the Thingvellir  

National Park 
The beautiful Blue Lagoon 
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A WONDERFUL thought-provoking worship 
organised by the Head boy, Head girl and 

deputies helped bring home the importance 

of the harvest season around the world. 
 

Head girl Emily Crook and Head boy Lew-
is Kos led the service, beginning with an 

insight into the harvest through history. 
 

They reminded pupils how this season 

united everyone and how important it 
was for people before the times when 

food could be imported. 
 

Harvest was a celebration which culmi-

nated in the mass of St Michael, on St 
Michael’s Day, September 29. 

 
A short drama performance reminded 

pupils of where their food comes from and a video clip showing our deputies reaping their own harvest 
from our vegetable plot helped pupils reflect on how time consuming and difficult harvesting crops actu-

ally is! 

 
Pupils were then reminded of the im-

portance of the harvest for Christians 
and how God told his people not to for-

get the poor at this time, the Bible re-

minding us that we should be gener-
ous. 

 
The Bishop’s Harvest Appeal was ex-

plained; the Appeal helping support 

poor people in Africa, particularly sup-
porting the charities Christian Aid and 

Tree Aid, which aims to plant trees that 
sustain drought. 

 
Pupils are encouraged to bring tinned 

and packets of goods to the entrance 

hall in the coming weeks with their do-
nations going to foodbanks in Chorley. 

Harvest worship 
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TALENTED Year 

7 netballers took 
on the other 

Chorley schools 
in the District 

Skills Tournament. 

 
And the super sporty bunch emerged victorious, winning 

both of the two separate competitions with outstanding 
performances. 

 
The girls competed in seven events and all involved were 

representing the school for the first time. 

 
Curriculum Leader for PE, Mrs Dempster, said: ‘It was a 

simply fantastic effort from our new Year 7s. Well done 
girls a great way to start your sporting careers at St 

Michael's.’ 

New netballers triumph! 
Our new Year 7 netballers 

Don’t judge each day by the 

harvest you reap, but by the 
seeds that you plant. 

Robert Louis Stevenson 

“When you reap the harvest of your land, do not 
reap to the very edges of your field or gather the 

gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the 
poor and for the foreigner residing among you. I 

am the Lord your God.” 
Leviticus 23 
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KINOCLUB is back up and running this half term with pupils in 
Years 7-9 encouraged to come and watch fascinating German 

films and help improve their listening skills. 

 
Kinoclub, or Cinema Club, takes place in L1 every Monday lunchtime 

and numbers are growing all the time. 
 

Pupils have so far been entertained by ‘Das Wunder von Bern,’ a foot-
ball film that documents Germany’s World Cup win during the depres-

sion that followed the Second World War. 

 
They have also watched ‘der Tunnel’, another true story about a 

group of East Germans who dig a tunnel under the Berlin Wall to es-
cape the Communist Regime. 

 

Pupils are presently enjoying 
‘das Fliegende Klassenzim-

mer.’ All films have English 
subtitles to assist with un-

derstanding. 
 

Organiser, German teacher Mrs Stansfield, said: 'Kinoclub 

brings language learning to life and enables students to expe-
rience German culture, practise listening skills and widen their 

vocabulary.’ 

Kinoclub 

FIVE days of football are attract-

ing 40 of our Year 9 and 10 
boys to Barcelona. 

 
The trip is set to take place over 

the Easter holidays in 2018 and has been organised by the PE department. 

 
The pupils will fly to Barcelona, then take part in matches against local Spanish teams. 

They will also have some 
time taking in this amazing 

city, with the itinerary pos-
sibly including a trip to 

Gaudi’s ‘nearly built’ Segra-

da Familia Cathedral, Las 
Ramblas, the Olympic Sta-

dium and the Noucamp 
Stadium. 

 

They will also spend time 
training and visit the For-

mular 1 circuit. 
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Football in Barcelona 

YEAR 7s are jumping for joy once again on raising more 

than £1,500 for the charity Lepra! 

 

They took part in a massive workout and so far have 

brought in £1,690.14 in sponsorship. 

 

Well done to all involved and nice work Year 7! 

The Noucamp Stadium 
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TALENTED horsewomen Kate Baxter was literally jump-
ing with joy when she received news that she had quali-

fied for the prestigious Horse of the Year Show. 
 

The fearless Year 11 pupil, who has been riding since 

she could walk, took part in the national event at Bir-
mingham NEC this half term and said the experience 

was ‘amazing’ but also ‘nerve-wracking!’ 
 

‘There were about 4,000 to 5,000 people watching,’ she 

said, ‘and it was the biggest competition I have ever 
done. 

 
‘When we walked out and saw everyone watching it was 

really scary and my pony was also a bit spooked and not 
concentrating. 

 

‘But once we got going I forgot about everything except 
the jumps!’ 

 
Kate has ridden several ponies over the years but it was with pony Bob that she took part in the com-

petition. The circuit involves 12 fences of varying difficulty and she says that the competition was so 

daunting that Bob brought three fences down and had a ‘stop’. She was, however, still delighted with 
their performance at this, their first Horse of the Year Show! 

 
Kate rides every day except Mondays and works with a 

trainer, taking part in contests all over the country. She 

has already represented England and hopes in the future 
to get on a European Team, representing Great Britain. 

 
She does, however, also have her feet firmly on the 

ground! 
 

‘I’ve been riding Bob 

for a year now, but 
this is my last year on 

a 14 hands pony. 
 

’I’m going to take a 

year off as I’ve got college to think about and I’m going to be rid-
ing a new pony, Keeley.  I hope to get back into it after that and 

hopefully get on a European team in the future.’                   
What a fabulous achievement! We wish her the best of luck achieving all her goals! 

Horse jumping joy 
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THIS month we have 803’s Amelia Brown’s fantastic home learning as our 

artwork of the month.  

 

Mrs McDermott said: ‘We picked this piece because Amelia has got lovely 

detail and realism into the piece using watercolour paints.’ 

 

Well done Amelia! 

Artwork of the Month 
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IT is with great sadness that we say good-
bye to a familiar face in school at the end 

of this half term. 

 
Mr Gerry Thorpe is taking his retirement after 22 years working as an English teacher at St Michael’s and 

his presence will be sorely missed by both pupils and staff. 
 

He began teaching here in 1993 and, apart from taking a couple of years out, 
he has been a popular member of Team St Michaels’, renowned for his sense 

of humour and quick wit. 

 
A keen writer of poems, he has amused staff with his clever rhyming observa-

tions with teachers often feeling rather left-out if they weren’t insulted by him 
in some way! 

 

But it is for his love of bats that he is also well known, having taken more than 
800 pupils on over 40 bat-watches during his time here, including several trips 

to Chester Zoo. 
 

He has enthused our young people with his interest in the creatures and has 
even featured on TV when a news crew came on a bat-watch with the Club to Birkacre. 

 

Mr Thorpe has also been a great help on the Shakespeare trip and remembers with joy the Hungarian 
exchange of former years. 

 
‘There was one really memorable time that stands out on the Hungarian trip,’ he recalls. ‘I was the First 

Aider and had to deal with a pupil who had been taken to a zoo by the host family and got bitten by a 

turtle. 
 

‘I’d never had to deal with a turtle bite before!’ 
 

Mr Thorpe says that, although he won’t miss the marking, he will certainly miss the pupils and ‘the odd 

member of staff.’ 
 

He intends to spend his retirement possibly taking up a part time job and writing, putting his stories into 
a book! 

Bat-man says bye 
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PUPILS and staff creat-

ed colourful bunting 

containing messages of 

positivity as we all fo-

cused on our own well-

being to mark World Mental Health Day this half term. 

 

On Tuesday 10 October pupils were encouraged to consider the impact 

of the stigma surrounding the discussion of mental health issues 

amongst young people.  

 

Pupils were asked to suggest positive messages for people who might be struggling to cope with current 

events in their lives and each tutorial created bunting to share these messages with the school communi-

ty in a display which was placed in the front entrance of school.  

 

In addition to this, the staff were also reminded about the analogy of mental health and emotional resili-

ence being very much like a mental health ‘bank account’ and they were encouraged to identify and share 

any coping strategies they use to ‘refill’ their wellbeing ‘bank accounts’.  

 

This led to lots of discussions around school regarding both staff and pupils’ wellbeing.  

 

In the coming year Mrs Brotherton (assisted by Mrs McCaffrey and Mrs Lucas, all of whom have been able 

to complete some training in this area,) hope to build on the existing Year 9 Mental Health unit in Living 

Education by creating more lessons to help empower and enable our young people to develop their cop-

ing strategies and become better prepared to deal with the inevitable stressors in their lives.  

What did you do today to 

maintain your mental health? 
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THE CREATIVE 

juices of our Year 7 

pupils are certainly 

flowing in T9 every 

week with the en-

thusiasm at Textiles 

Club positively tangi-

ble. 

 

Pupils have been 

having fun making 

bag charms and 

learning new textile techniques, helping each other to complete 

a stitched bird charm with tassels, beads and pom poms.  

 

              Mrs Burrow is keen to invite boys to the Textiles Club as presently it is all girls! 

THINK about the future … this is the message being driven 

home to our Year 10 and 11 pupils who are being encouraged 

to attend sessions to help them discuss their possible career 

paths. 

 

On Wednesday 11 and Thursday 12 October as part of our 

Careers provision, two drop-in advice sessions were held in school which were very well attended by our 

Key Stage 4 pupils. 

 

A number of local colleges and training providers were in attendance at lunchtime on these days to an-

swer any queries regarding entry requirements, course details, finance arrangements and application 

processes that our young people might have for them.  

 

Any pupils wishing to progress onto A-Level study, vocational study, blended courses or apprenticeships 

were invited to attend.  

 

Curriculum Leader for Living Education, Mrs Brotherton, said: ‘These sessions are part of our ongoing 

Careers programme, which has included assemblies and Careers sessions led by representatives of vari-

ous local colleges and training providers in school as well as sessions on our online careers portal, KU-

DOS.  

 

‘Pupils in Year 11 should be working on their personal statements and curriculum vitae during Living Ed-

ucation time to help them develop the critical skills of reflection and have a better understanding their 

strengths and attributes.  

 

‘Year 11 pupils have been advised to have complet-

ed at least two applications for post-16 study or 

training by the return to school after Christmas, to 

ensure they get the full pick of the places on offer to 

them.  

 

‘Following the interview process pupils are advised 

to accept all offers before finally choosing which 

place to take up in September next year.  

 

‘Keep an eye on the Careers pages in Moodle for 

updates on interviews and links to relevant infor-

mation.  

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  
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The future matters! 

Textiles Club 
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working on a new initiative to support 
the development of character educa-

tion.   
 

This is our response to the Church of England report on 

the Subject of character education, ‘The fruit of the 
spirit’ (2015), a discussion paper for churches and 

schools available at https://churchofengland.org/
media/2386307/fruits_of_the_spirit.pdf  and is a devel-

opment of our existing work on Christian values.   
 

This initiative was launched with pupils during worship 

for St Michael’s week.   
 

We are using three steps in lessons and in discussions to help our pupils think about their own character 
and the way it might be influenced by Christian values.  We are drawing on Galatians 5 v22-23 ‘But the 

fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-

control.’   
 

The three steps are 
 Roots – Think Christian Values 

This is about giving pupils time to think about why Christian 

values are important and to reflect on what the Bible 

says about these values. 

 

 

Leaves – Apply Christian Values 
We are asking pupils to relate Christian values to 

their behaviour choices and their learning. 

 

 

 

 

Fruit – Reflect 

Character is not just an intellectual exercise – it is 
something deep within you which is evident in 

your intuitive responses to a situation.  For 
Christians, character is the result of the Holy Spirit living within you.  We are giving pupils space 

to reflect about the way in which Christian values are an integral part of their character. 

S A I N T  
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Character for life 

TALENTED artist Charlotte 

Wood in Year 10 has her art-
work published in Kerrang 

magazine!  
Charlotte writes:   

‘I did this drawing of the 

American rock band My 
Chemical Romance a while 

back, but it was only recently 
that I decided to share it. I 

posted it on Twitter and the 
rock magazine Kerrang picked 

it up and to my surprise a few 

weeks later it was published 
in the magazine!’ 

  
This image produced by Char-

lotte was one of our Artwork’s 

of the Month last year. 
Charlotte’s amazing artwork 

https://churchofengland.org/media/2386307/fruits_of_the_spirit.pdf
https://churchofengland.org/media/2386307/fruits_of_the_spirit.pdf
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MORE than 60 

keen theatre-
goers are head-

ing to the capital 
this half term for a West End experience. 

 

The pupils will 
watch Andrew 

Lloyd Webber’s 
School of Rock 

in London, be-
fore spending the night in a central London hotel. 

 

The following day they will enjoy a wander around 
Covent Garden before spending an exciting afternoon 

at the Harry Potter Studios. 

RUGBY has taken off in a big exciting 

way this half term at St Michael’s with 
more than 50 keen young players at-

tending every practice! 
 

With Year 7, Year 8 and Year 10 Rugby Festivals held across Chorley this half term, we have had some 

great early success against local schools but more importantly, many players have had their very first 
taste of rugby.  

 
And GCSE pupils were extremely lucky to have Wigan 

Warriors’ very own Liam Marshall come to school to lead 
training. 

 

PE teacher and keen rugby enthusiast, Mr Kohler, said: 
‘I'm delighted with the enthusiasm and commitment to 

training from each and every student. It makes my job 
even better when so many children want to improve 

their skills each week. 

 
‘Having Liam Marshall come into school was 

very exciting as we are building our partnership with 

The Wigan Warriors Community Foundation who 
have been so supportive in increasing participation 

of the sport. 

 
‘I'm looking forward to the teams gaining more and 

more experience over the coming winter months 
and then we can start to look at plans for the sum-

mer and beyond.  

 
‘It's a very exciting time as we begin talks with 

other possible partnerships and look to provide 
plenty of opportunity for rugby to grow at St 

Michaels.’ 

S A I N T  
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Rugby proves a hit! 

RESPLENDENT runners from 

three year groups celebrated 
success when they became dis-

trict cross country champions! 
 

Both the Year 7 boys and girls teams won their respective races which were held at Albany Academy. 

This was the first race where they have represented St Michael’s. 
 

They were joined by our very strong Year 8 and 9 girls’ team who were also clear winners in their race! 
 

Well done to all! A splendid achievement! 

Cross country champs! 

West End trip 
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OUR young people 

continue to use a 
wide range of tech-

nologies within their 
everyday life. Although these digital devices have countless benefits, 

we all know, they also involve multiple risks and dangers.  

 
During each newsletter we are going to continue to provide you with 

top tips for each half term, which we hope you will continue to find 
useful.  

 
Our E-Safety Top Tips for this half term are; 

Enrol on the ‘Parents E-Safety’ section on our school Moodle page if 

you haven’t done so already. There is a range of help and advice avail-
able on this page, covering a range of topics.  

 
Know who your child is talking to online – Young people don’t think of the people they’ve met online 

through social networking sites and online games as ‘strangers’, they’re just their online friends. It is 

vital to try to keep track of who your child is talking to. You could try asking questions like the ones 
below to start the conversation: 

 
Who do they know that has the most online friends? 

How can they know so many people? 
How do they choose who to accept to become their friends online? 

 

Create your own Facebook, Twitter and Instagram account – You could create your own profile on a 
range of social networking sites and add/follow your child. By doing this you will gain access to their 

profile and posts.  
 

Create a home agreement together – it is useful to agree on some ground rules together so you are sure 

they completely understand the rules that have been set. The rules will vary depending on your 
young person’s age, but some rules you might want to consider are: 

 
The amount of time they can spend online per day/week 

The websites they can visit or activities they can take part in 

Sharing images and videos 
 

Hope these top tips are helpful.  

Online tips for the half term 

FOR the third year running, St Michael’s has 

once again been selected to participate in the 
county’s prestigious young adult fiction 

award. Along with a 14 other high schools 
located throughout the northwest, St 

Michael’s pupils will cast their votes in deciding which title will receive the 2017 honours.   

   
From September of this year St Michael’s Year Nine pupils have 

been tasked with reading their way through a long list of 53 titles.  
As the year progresses, the field will be narrowed until the 10 

most popular titles are selected for the final judging session in 
June, 2018. 

 

As an outstanding opportunity to encourage a lifelong love of 
reading, pupil judges must be open to reading novels that they 

might not normally read. The selection of books range across the 
literary genres, with each being read, discussed and individually reviewed on the LBOY official website. 

 

Adam Bamford, a St. Michael’s finalist judge who cast one of the final votes in the 2016 award, said, ‘It 

was a fantastic experience to meet other pupils from all over the northwest who also share a passion for 

reading.’  He also added, ‘The Lancashire Book of the Year Award is special because it’s the only young 

adult fiction prize that is judged by its intended readers – the teenagers!’ 

Book of the Year 
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PR7 1RS 

ATTENDANCE of 90% or less means 

that you are absent from lessons for 

the equivalent of one half-day every 
week and four whole weeks of les-

sons over the school year. This is now 
the level for ‘Persistent Absence’ 

80% attendance is the same as having 
a day off every week. 

As few as 17 missed days over the 

school year reduces your chances of 
success. Your GCSE results could drop 

by one grade across all subjects. 
If your attendance is 80% from Year 7 

to Year 11, you will have missed over 

one full year of education. 
Impact on GCSE outcomes: 

95% + Attendance = Very good chance of achieving 5 or more A*-C/ 9-4 Grades 
90% Attendance = Less than 50% chance of achieving 5 or more A*-C/ 9-4 Grades 

88% Attendance = Less than 35% chance of achieving 5 or more A*-C/ 9-4 Grades 
Our current attendance figure of 97.7% remains well above both county and national level.  

Once again thank you to all our parents and carers for your continued support in ensuring your child’s 

attendance and punctuality is the best it can be.  

Attendance matters 

WE ARE seeking pro-active and self-

motivated volunteer helpers to assist with 
the efficient running of the Food and Nutri-

tion Department. 
 

St Michael’s would be delighted to hear from any-

one who could offer a few hours a week to help 
manage the food rooms, help prepare for practical 

lessons and assist with the clearing, cleaning and 
tidying of the rooms following classes. 

 
Volunteers would work alongside Mrs Faulkner, 

Subject Leader for Food and Nutrition, and other 

possible jobs include: 

Anyone who might be interested in helping out should contact either Mrs Faulkner, Mrs Cardwell, 

(Curriculum Leader for Technology), or Mrs Hooley, (Deputy Headteacher). 

Could you help? 

* checking equipment in units and ensuring they are clean  

* preparing the food room for a practical lesson  
* tidying up after practical lesson for example - wiping down 

cooker tops, checking sinks, putting washing on   
* setting up small electrical equipment for the lesson   

* organisation of laundry and dishwasher  

* preparation of ingredients/equipment for teacher demon-
stration  

* preparation for class experimental work/sensory analysis  
* clearing away demonstration and experimentation work  

Top tutorials for attendance: 707, 

807, 903, 1001, 1106 


