
bin/schools/performance/
school.pl?urn=136893  

 

We are also celebrating suc-
cess in gaining the ‘RE Quali-

ty Mark’ Gold standard for a 
second successive time.  This 

award recognises the high 
quality of learning in RE.  

Congratulations to Mrs Carol 

Berry and her team of dedi-
cated teachers and pupils.   

 
Kirkland Rowell question-

naire 

Thank you to parents for fill-
ing in the recent question-

naire.  It is very helpful to us 
to get feedback from you.  

We await the collated results 
and I shall write about these 

and any resulting action we 

propose to take in my next 
newsletter. 

 
The Diocese of Blackburn 

also wish to gain a better 

understanding of how par-
ents view Christian Youth 

Workers/Chaplains who work 
in the Diocese.  Dan Bishop 

has been our Christian Youth 

Worker in school since July 
2014 and we believe he does 

an amazing job with many 
young people, their parents 

or carers and in the local par-
ishes. 

 

I would be very grateful if 
parents of Year 9 pupils were 

able to spend a few minutes 
completing an online ques-

tionnaire at:  https://

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
XYK5Q9S for the Diocese. 

 
Staff 

I am delighted to announce 
that Mrs Victoria Thompson 

joined us in January as joint 

Dear Parents and Carers  
We have begun what prom-

ises to be another produc-

tive and eventful term. I 
hope the contents of the 

Newsletter will give you a 
flavour of life at St Michael’s 

and the range of enriching 
extra-curricular activities 

and events happening on a 

regular basis. 
 

Charitable giving 
As a Christian school where 

‘love thy neighbour’ and 

the Christian values of com-
passion, service and thank-

fulness are part of our daily 
life, I have been amazed 

and humbled that in this 
time of economic recession 

our pupils have shone in 

their charitable giving.  For 
example, the Christmas Ap-

peal for ‘Oxfam Unwrapped’ 
raised an amazing £1,300 

translating into many chick-

ens, sheep, goats, trainee 
teachers and wells that will 

make a real difference to 
people in the world that are 

less fortunate and more 

needy than ourselves.  
Since September 2015 over 

£5,000 has been raised and 
this does not include other 

charity giving such as food 
parcels and the British Le-

gion Poppy Appeal.  Thank 

you for your encourage-
ment, prayers and practical 

support.  
 

Year 11 

This is, of course, a crucial 
time for our Year 11 pupils.  

These young people are a 
very special year group with 

great character, ability and 
talent who add so much to 

the corporate life of St 

Michael’s.  Following their 
mock examinations and 

their reports, they now 

have a clear idea of their 
strengths and areas for im-

provement.  
 

There is no substitute for 
dedication and hard work 

and I do thank and encour-

age parents and carers to 
continue with their fantastic 

support by ensuring that 
controlled assessments and 

home learning deadlines 

are met and that pupils at-
tend the many and varied 

after school activities de-
signed to support learning.  

It is quite possible for pu-
pils to improve by one or 

two grades from this stage 

through hard work and 
commitment. 

 
Congratulations! 

The government has re-

cently published the annual 
performance tables for 

schools in England for the 
2015 GCSE results.  There 

is much in the tables for us 

to celebrate, not least the 
strength of our core sub-

jects, our very high value-
added score and the overall 

attainment of our Year 11 
students whose average 

grade was B+.  I am obvi-

ously tremendously proud 
of the dedication and hard 

work of students and staff 
that has ensured students 

have been able to “do 

their best and 
achieve their best”, not 

forgetting the valuable con-
tribution made by parents 

and carers.  You can view 
the tables at 

www.education.gov.uk/cgi-

Message from the Headteacher 
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Mrs Heaton continues… 

Second of Science and Mr Philip 

Havlin as Design Technology tech-
nician.  

 

Curriculum changes 
 

I am very much looking forward to 
meeting parents of Year 8 and 9 

pupils at Options Evening on Tues-
day 9 February and Thursday 11 

February respectively.  The infor-

mation explained on these eve-
nings allows parents and carers to 

help their sons and daughters 
make informed choices of the Key 

Stage 4 courses.   

 
As part of our regular curriculum 

review process this year we have 
taken the decision to introduce a 

three year Key Stage 4 meaning 

students in Year 8 will be choosing 
their option subjects and focusing 

on the courses they wish to study 
to GCSE. This is a decision present-

ly being discussed and implement-
ed in many high achieving schools 

in the UK. 

 
There have recently been many 

changes to GCSE examinations. 
The content of most GCSEs has 

been increased, the majority of 

examinations are now linear, 
(meaning they are examined at the 

end of Year 11 and do not involve 
coursework or controlled assess-

ments,) and they will all be graded 
1-9; 9 being the equivalent of an 

A**. 

 
Due to these changes, plus the 

increased difficulty of achieving a 
good pass, each GCSE requires 

more guided learning hours to 

complete the course successfully.  
 

Introducing the options process in 
Year 8 means pupils will have an 

extra year to focus on the subjects 

they wish to continue to GCSE lev-
el, therefore providing enough les-

son time to thoroughly explore and 
understand the subject, resulting in 

them achieving the very best re-
sults they can. Attendance at these 

evenings is always excellent and 

confirms the extensive and vital 
role parents and carers play in the 

education of their child and the 
support we receive here at St                    

Michael’s is amazing. 

 
Road safety 

The health and safety of our 
pupils is of utmost importance 

to us.  Since Christmas we have 

had two students who have 
been involved in road traffic 

accidents when crossing the 
road, both on pedestrian cross-

ings!  Years 7 and 8 have been 
reminded about road and bus 

safety in assemblies recently.  

Some good messages to rein-
force with our young people is 

always to be alert when cross-
ing the road, choosing a place 

where they can see the road 

traffic clearly and sit down and 
use seat belts on buses.  

 
Holidays in term time 

 
Thank you to all parents and 

carers who are supporting their 

child’s education by not taking 
their children out of school dur-

ing term time for family holi-
days.  Attendance really does 

matter and there is an obvious 

correlation between time spent 
on learning and the level of 

achievement gained.  The Gov-
ernment’s key legislation relat-

ing specifically to the authorisa-

tion of leave in term time has 
been adhered to by the vast 

majority of our parents and 
carers who do their utmost to 

ensure that they do not take 
their children out of school for 

any reason during term time.  

Thank you, we are very grate-
ful for this.    

 
I remind parents and carers 

that I am unable to authorise 

holiday requests.  Parents may 
request a leave of absence in 

term time but I can only au-
thorise this in exceptional cir-

cumstances.  This, as you can 
imagine, requires much thought 

and consideration in order to 

ensure that we are fair and eq-
uitable.  I do hope you will un-

derstand the limitations placed 
on all schools in granting any 

leave in term time.  I thank you 

once again for your continued 
support in ensuring that all our 

pupils learn and achieve to the 

best of their ability. 
 

I greatly enjoyed meeting many 
of you at our Year 10 and 7 Con-

sultation Evenings.  The success 

of our pupils is to a great extent 
dependent on the strong relation-

ships, mutual respect and trust 
developed between school, par-

ents and carers.  So thank you for 
your support and for sending us 

such wonderful young people.   

 
I would like to remind you that if 

you wish to receive a hard copy 
of the Newsletter, please do not 

hesitate to contact school.  You 

can also keep in touch with 
events in school via our website, 

Facebook and Twitter account. 
 

Kind regards 
 

J Heaton 

 
Mrs J Heaton 

Headteacher 
 

Therefore Choose 



P A G E  3  

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

TUTORIALS teamed together to help raise a super £1,300 for this year’s Oxfam 
Unwrapped Appeal. 

 
Representatives from each tutor group brought a star to 

the stage showing on it the money they had raised and 
what they had bought during the Christmas service at 

the end of last term. 

 
Tutorial 906 raised a brilliant £100 after deciding to make Christmas 

decorations using the new Product Design laser cutter. 
 

Staff bought snowflakes, baubles and reindeer 

amongst other designs to put on their trees and 
the money raised by this tutorial went to buy a 

goat couple and safe water for 100 people. 
 

The tutorial has plans to do the same again next 
year. 

Oxfam Unwrapped 

Some of the Christmas 

tree decorations 

DO YOU fancy dabbling in current affairs? Do you have a strong point of view? Then why not join St 

Michael’s newest extra curricular activity – the Debate Club! 
 

Everyone is invited to take part in the Debate Club which has been started by two Year 9 pupils, Georgia 
Cooper and Finty Royle. 

 
It takes place in E8 every Tuesday lunchtime and the club’s purpose is to 

consider and examine a wide range of contemporary issues and to give stu-

dents a platform to express and explore their ideas. 
 

The club runs in a three week cycle. The first week a topic is decided by the 
group; week two allows the two sides of the debate to collate their argu-

ments and organise themselves; and week three culminates with the actual 

debate.  
 

A winner is decided through a point system based on the quality of the stu-
dents' responses and arguments.  

 
Anyone is welcome! Just come along! 

Express your point of view 

For updates and reminders or just to keep 

in touch...  
Why not follow us  

@SaintMichaelsCE    
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BRILLIANT badminton players beat off the 

other teams to take 2nd and 3rd places in the 
county finals! 

 
St Michael’s girls’ team represented Chorley and came a fantastic 2nd place, beating Bacup and Rawtenstall 

Grammar School, Hodgson and Accrington Academy and All Hallows, before narrowly losing out to St Bede’s, 

Blackburn. 
 

The boys’ team took 3rd place, beating 
St Christopher’s and Montgomery but 

losing to All Hallow’s in the semi-final. 
They then beat St Bede’s in the 3rd / 4th 

place play-off. 

 
All players went to Blackpool to play in 

the competition which saw the winning 
teams from each of the districts com-

peting. 

 
Curriculum Leader for PE, Mrs Demp-

ster, said: ‘It was a fantastic effort for 
teams especially as we didn’t have any 

Lancashire players. We are very proud 
of them all for their practice and hard 

work.’ 

Badminton rocks! 

PREPARATIONS for World Book Day at St Michael’s are well underway, 
with all pupils being asked to ‘get ready to read!’ 

 
Book swaps, reading promotions, book give-aways plus other activities 

will be on offer for all pupils at school on Thursday 3 March, World Book 
Day. 

 

This year the special activities for the day are being arranged by Mr 
Koole who is encouraging pupils to prepare themselves for a book ex-

travaganza! 

Get ready to read! 

THE GERMAN Film Club is certainly growing in popularity with pupils flock-
ing to L3 to learn new words whilst watching the films on offer. 

 
Pupils have recently been viewing the German version of ‘Take the Lead,’ 

simply called ‘Dance,’ and using it to practise and pick up new words. 
 

The club takes place twice a week and everyone is invited. Pop up to L3 to 

see what is being showed and pick up some new phrases and vocabulary 
to help your German progress! 

Filme auf Deutsch 
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mation of the award for students in Years 10 and 
11 who have submitted their portfolios for accredi-

tation.   
 

‘Whilst working for the award they were involved in 

a variety of community projects.  They met Steve 
and Irene who run City Centre Ministries Manches-

ter and collected hats and scarves for them to give 
to the homeless.   

 

‘They have car-
ried out com-

munity service 
in local primary 

schools and 
care homes and 

they have 

helped to run 
charity events 

in schools such 
as the Poppy Appeal.’ 

PUPILS in Year 9 are once again taking part in the 

Archbishop of York Award, exploring the link be-

tween faith and community action. 
 

The Archbishop of York, who set up the award, en-
courages young people to 'Be the change you want 

to see.'   

 
Curriculum Leader for Humanities, Mrs Berry, 

writes: ‘Pupils explore what it means to be a Chris-
tian and to be part of a church community.  They 

find out about inspiring Christian people who have 
made a difference to the world and develop their 

own leadership skills. They explore the needs of our 

community and get involved in local community ac-
tion.   

 
‘We have students who are currently working for 

this award in Year 9.  We are also awaiting confir-

Archbishop of York 

Make more of Moodle! 
Parents are welcome to browse the school's Moodle at http://moodle.saint-

michaels.lanc.sch.uk 
 

Click on Parent Zone > Log in as Guest User > Agree Site Policy > and there you are!  Parents 
do not need a username for the public areas of Moodle. 

 

The areas accessible to parents include weekly prayers, worship, weekly listings of clubs, re-
vision advice, technical support and occasional questionnaires to give feedback on events. 

 
Pupils can visit Moodle Club in H7 on any day of the week at lunchtime throughout the year 

for advice, support in accessing home learning, and the resolution of password concerns. 

FRUIT kebabs, cake decorat-

ing and creating tasty wraps 
are on the menu for the crea-

tive cooks attending cookery 
club. 

 
The Food Technology Department is running a lunchtime Club 

for Year 8 and 9 pupils who are interested in developing their 

cookery skills or who just want to cook for fun.  
 

Anyone who wants to come along should speak to Mrs Men-
zies or Mrs Faulkner. 

Food for all 

The Archbishop of York Young Leaders 
Award is a unique active citizenship pro-

gramme which empowers young people to 
make a difference in their local community  
whilst growing in key leadership skills at the 

same time. 

City Centre  

Ministries 

Manchseter 

http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
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FOLLOWING successful auditions three talented bal-
lerinas have been selected to take part in a perfor-

mance of the ballet Giselle at the Charter Theatre in 
Preston. 

 

Catriona Lucas, Year 11, Rebecca Everitt, Year 10, 
and Harriet Jones, Year 8, auditioned for the produc-

tion which is being run by the English Youth Ballet. 
 

They beat off competition from 

more than 80 other dance students 
to win a place in the ballet which 

will be showing at the Charter Thea-
tre on March 4 and 5. 

 
The girls are still waiting to hear 

what parts they will play. 

 
Catriona, who has been dancing 

since she was 4 years old, said: ‘I 
felt very happy to know that I had 

got in.  

 
‘I feel like all the hard work that I 

have put in since the age of four has paid off.’ 

Dancing queens 

The three talented ballerinas 

BUDDING poet Finty Royle is cele-

brating having one of her poems fea-
tured in an international publication 

as well as winning first place in a 
competition! 

 

She writes: 
‘My name is Finty and recently one of my poems was published in Pennine Ink, a collection of poems 

from all over the world. Places such as Sri Lanka, India, China, USA, Canada and the UK were featured. 
 

‘I was the only child published. I sent a couple of poems to the publisher in September but only one got 
chosen. 

 

‘Also I read the same poem at the Colne Festival of Speech and Drama and won! 
 

‘In the future I hope to write for magazines as often as they accept poems.’ 

Poetry honours 

All STUDENTS are being asked to support the Sainsbury’s Active Kids 

scheme, helping to inspire children to lead healthier lives. 

 
You can collect the vouchers from Sainsbury’s stores, petrol stations 

and when ordering groceries on line. They can be collected until May 
3 2016 and placed in the Active Kids Collection Box in Food Technolo-

gy. 
 

These can be exchanged for a range of cooking equipment. Last year the Food Technology department 

benefitted from free egg whisks and muffin tins as a result of collecting the vouchers. 

Collect and be active! 
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YOUNG Historians were treated to a fantas-
tic insight into History beyond GCSE when a 

senior lecturer from Lancaster University 

came to call. 
 

History Club and Key Stage 4 Historians welcomed Dr Corinna Peniston-Bird, to school on Friday 29 Janu-
ary who spoke to them about the opportunities available for students interested in pursuing History after 

school. 
 

She told pupils about her life and how a confusing situation buying sweets as a child, growing up in Aus-

tria with a German accent, developed into a lifelong passion for oral and commemorative history. 
   

Dr Corinna also shared her insider advice on what to look for when selecting a university and finding the 
right course.   

 

Her top tip was to consider the variety of courses available and do not be put off even if you have not 
studied that subject before. She told pupils that universities do not always expect you to have experience 

and you should use your first year to equip you with what you need to be successful by the end of the 
course.  

 
She gave our students an insight into how History alone offers a huge range of options and opportunities, 

from ancient to modern history, British to Asian history and more, and if you find there is something miss-

ing or a gap, then go out, write the history and fill it. 
 

Subject leader for History, Mr Egelnick, said: ‘It was a very inspiring and insightful talk and we all thank 
Dr Corinna for her time.’ 

A future in History 

GEOGRAPHY outside the classroom is 

once again on offer for all pupils in 
Year 10 as they are encouraged to 

take part in a trip to Blencathra. 
 

This is a two night residential oppor-

tunity for budding geographers to spend the weekend of Septem-
ber 23—25 in the Lake District taking part in activities including 

river studies, team building tasks and canoeing. 
 

Accommodation and all meals will be provided at the Field Stud-
ies Council Centre in Blencathra, near Keswick, and the cost of 

the trip is £200. 

 
Subject leader for 

Geography, Mr 
Clark, said: ‘We 

have had two very 

successful trips to Blencathra in the past with GCSE stu-
dents which were thoroughly enjoyed and were extremely 

beneficial to the students involved.’  
 

Any pupils interested should speak to Mr Clark to find out 
more. 

Blencathra fun 
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BMX biking champion Ross Cullen has once 

again cycled to success, coming 2nd in a 
French International event … beating hundreds 

of other cyclists. 
 

And the determined Year 10 pupil was not satisfied 

with this amazing result, stating when asked: 
 

‘I should have won it. It was mine for the taking!’ 
 

Ross, who started BMX racing nine years ago, has tak-
en part in numerous competitions in places including 

Belgium, Switzerland, Germany and the USA and has 

achieved astounding success! 
 

He is the present British Champion and won the World 
Championships in Belgium last year. 

 

This most recent competition in France saw him cy-
cling a two day race from Geneva to St Etienne, 

through the French mountains and cities. 
 

He was the only non-French rider in the race and only 
narrowly missed out on a win. 

 

When asked if there was anything memorable for him 
about the experience, he says: 

 
‘It was quite funny at the end! 

‘It finished indoors and after I finished I realised I couldn’t brake properly and I hit a concrete bollard, 

fell off and scratched my bike!’ 
 

Luckily there was no harm done! 
 

Next month will see him tackle a championship in Caan, France. His ultimate aim is to take part in the 

Olympics. 

Ross Cullen 

Thank you to all parents for 
supporting us with our uniform 

policy. We continue to receive so many positive comments about our pupils’ appearance from the local 

community on a regular basis. 
Please continue to promote this with your children reminding them of the policy which you can find on 

our website. 
 

* Trousers – Plain black, traditional style 
NOT skinny fit. 

* Skirts – should be worn at a suitable 

length (no higher than just above the 
knee) and waistbands must not be rolled 

over.  
* Shoes – Black, traditional style. No 

boots, trainers or trainer style, canvas or 

branded such as Nike, Converse Vans. 
* Make-up, nail varnish, false nails, jewel-

lery, shaven heads and non-natural hair 
colour are all NOT permitted. 

Uniform matters 
A message from Mr Chadwick... 

Jack looking smart Jack looking not so smart 
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A FABULOUS trip viewing geysers, volcanoes and 

waterfalls is on the cards for lucky Year 8 and 9 pu-
pils attending the newest St Michael’s school educa-

tional visit. 
 

The school’s new Iceland trip has now been final-

ised and pupils with a thirst for all things geograph-
ical, as well as those with a love of travelling, are 

invited to take part. 
 

The five day trip is set to take place during the first 

week of the October half-term 2017 and aims to 
give pupils the opportunity to visit and experience 

first-hand some of the geographical features that 
they will study in Geography.  

 

‘We hope that this will inspire them further in their 
appreciation and understanding of the world, and 

provide them with a memorable learning opportuni-
ty,’ says trip organiser, Mr Demet. 

Icelandic 

adventures 

‘As such, the trip will complement the GCSE Geog-

raphy course that many of the students will opt to 
follow at the end of this current academic year.’  

  
Pupils will be staying full-board at the Skalinn Cen-

ter in the village of Hvolsvollur. This has good ac-
cess to many of the landscapes and attractions in 

Iceland's Golden Triangle such as: the Gulfoss, 

Skogafoss and Seljalandsfoss waterfalls; the geo-
thermal area of Geysir; and the Thingvellir Nation-

al Park.  
  

Pupils will walk onto the Solheimajokull Glacier and 

look at the spectacular glacial and fluvial land-
forms.  

  
And of course, no visit to Iceland would be com-

plete without a swim in the geothermally heat-

ed Blue Lagoon which pupils will visit either on 
arrival or departure. 

  
The price of the trip is £880 and any pupils in 

Years 8 and 9 who wish to take part should speak 
to Mr Demet.  

The Blue Lagoon, Iceland 

The Geothermal region of Geysir 

THE ARTWORK of the month in this news-

letter belongs to Year 10 pupil Elly Fair-
hurst.  

 
Elly’s work was chosen as a great example of how you can present ideas in a sketchbook for a final 

piece. She has experimented with different ideas and techniques and annotated her work. Well done 

Artwork of the month 
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SUPER sabre fencer Daniel Westhead has seen his talent transport 
him to Poland this half term when he competed in an international 

competition. 

 
The nimble Year 10 pupil was ranked in the top 18 out of 182 fenc-

ers at the one day competition in Bratislava. 
 

He was competing against fencers who had been in the World Championships and was delighted with 
where he was placed. 

 

He has been fencing for six years now and practises with the Marshall Fencing Club in Manchester. 
 

He has already travelled to competitions in Germany and Hungary, where he says the standard of fencing 
is extremely high. He hopes to eventually make it to the Commonwealth Games. 

 

‘I love fencing because it keeps you well disciplined,’ says Daniel. ‘It is a very honourable game. You have 
to shake hands before you start, salute each other and remember to thank the ref!’ 

Fencing in Poland 

SUPER cyclists took on a snowy long challenge 

when they rode to Manchester Christie’s hospital 
raising money for Cancer Research. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Year 10 pupils Ross Cullen and Jacob Hatch gave a friend-
ly boost to their good mate Marcus Feeney cycling to the 

hospital that provided such great care for his mum, who 
sadly passed away from cancer last year. 

 
The super-fit pair were sponsored by family, friends and 

staff. 

 
‘We really wanted to support our good mate,’ Ross said, 

of Marcus. ‘We wanted to raise money for charity and do 
something in memory of his mum.’ 

 

Super cyclists 

The fund raising team! 

FIFTEEN computer whizzkids have been learning programming languages, writing programs and installing 

pen drives at the increasingly popular Computer Club. 
 

Organiser Mr Hooley has been impressed with the commitment and creativity of the members of the club 
who are showing real promise as the programmers of the future. 

 

New members are welcome, especially those with an interest in Computer Science. 
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STAR footballer Sam 
Twist has his sights 

firmly set on a foot-

balling career after 
being selected and scoring a goal for Lancashire. 

 
The Year 10 pupil had trials for the county squad two 

months ago after school put him forward and he now plays 
centre forward for the team. 

 

He recently celebrated a 6-1 win against Staffordshire, 
where he scored the third goal!  

 
Sam has been playing football since he was very young and 

he hopes to eventually play professionally. 

 
When asked which team he supports, he says Bolton Wan-

derers is where his heart lies, but if asked which team he 
wants to play for eventually … the answer is controversial!  

 
(Manchester United!) 

Footballers of the future 

YOUNG designers have been working 

hard creating a logo to celebrate the 
Queen’s 90th birthday and her role as 

head of the Church of England. 
 

At the beginning of the term school was contacted by the Church to ask pupils to design a logo that 

could be used on all of the promotional material for events connected to her milestone birthday. 
 

The logo had to em-
body the Church of 

England, the Queen’s 
90th birthday and the 

link with schools. 

 
Pupils in the Year 10 

Graphics class were set 
this challenge with the 

winner to be decided by 

Mrs Heaton and Chair-
man of Governors Mrs 

Armstrong. 
 

All entrants were 
awarded a Headteach-

er’s Gold Stamp for 

their efforts. 
The logo chosen was 

designed by Rachel Holt (1002) and Joe Harrison (1001). 
 

They decided to use the latest 

profile of the Queen and a different image to represent the school link.  The 
final logo sent into the competition looked like the one on the left. 

 
We are waiting to hear whether they have been successful or not.  Watch 

this space. 

 
 

 

Serving the Queen 

The logo entries 

Sam pictured with his school football team 

mate Max 

Rachel and Joe’s winning entry 
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GOLD AWARDS galore were awarded to pupils in Year 7 when 

they explored Christmas celebrations from other cultures. 
 

They researched different celebrations and the meaning of the 
symbols they discovered.   

 

They then made a creative response to their learning, baking 
traditional food or 

making models or 
posters of what they 

found out.  

 
Curriculum Leader for 

Humanities, Mrs Berry, 
said: ‘The pupils pro-

duced some fantastic work and Mrs Heaton was kept busy giv-
ing lots of gold awards!   

 

‘We had lots of wonderful things to eat in these lessons!’ 
 

The picture is of a cake decorated to show a table laid for a 
Christmas meal in Poland. 

Creative and cultural Christmases 

A FEAST fit for the gods was pre-

pared by History mentors at the 
newly formed History Club. 

 
Pupils went to the Food Technology 

rooms where they read and followed five differ-

ent Greek recipes using a range of ingredients 
including grated cucumber and halloumi 

cheese.  
 

These were dishes served in Ancient Greece 
and complimented the learning taking place in 

the classroom. 

 
History teacher, Mr Cree, writes: ‘Everyone 

worked hard together and split the tasks be-
tween them to prepare the food. 

 

‘The meals included: Houmous, Tzatziki, Hal-
loumi Kebabs, Lamb Meatballs and Greek Cous 

Cous. 
 

‘All the food tasted delicious! 
 

‘Thank you to Mr Egelnick for organising the 

event, the food tech department for letting us 
use the food tech rooms and the other members 

of staff who came to try the food, including Mrs 
Heaton!’ 

 

 
 

Historians go Greek 
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FIVE sporty Year 7s braved 
the mud and weather to 

emerge with some excel-

lent times in the regional 
final of the English School’s Cross Country Cup. 

 
Olivia Leigh, Isabelle Farron, Robyn Lee, Amber Boardman 

and Lauren Prince competed against girls in Years 7 and 8 
when they took part. 

 

Olivia Leigh came a magnificent 4th out of 72 runners with a 
time of 9 minutes 10 seconds. 

 

Muddy but triumphant! 

PUBLIC speaking honours have been awarded to 

Year 9s and 10s as they debated the current is-

sues at a competition. 
 

Our pupils were competing in the Rotary Club of 
Chorley and South Ribble’s “Youth Speaks” public 

speaking contest held this half term. 
  

Named as overall Best Chairperson was Year 10 

pupil Rebecca Everitt who was keeping up 

the family tradition as her brother achieved 
the same accolade when he was at St 

Michael’s. 

 
A team of Year 10s comprising Holly Petts, 

Ella Corcoran-Mooney and Sarah Gornall 
came runners-up in the senior section after 

presenting on issues in farming, thus making 
it through to the regional semi-final at Kirk-

ham Grammar. 

  
From Year 9 Finty Royal, Emily Crook and 

Georgia Cooper presented on the topic of 

wage inequality  and also from Year 10 Mol-

ly Becker, Georgia Bradburn and Rebecca 
Everitt presented on issues surrounding 

body image.  
 

Organiser, Mr Heywood, said: ‘All our pupils 

performed superbly in this prestigious na-
tional competition. Well done to all.’ 

 
 

 

Public speaking 

Five muddy madams! 

The girls with the competition organisers 
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Could you save up to £418 per year? 
 

Does your child qualify for free school meals? 
 

Your child may be entitled to receive free school meals (saving you around £418 per year) if you are en-
titled to receive one of the following: 

 

 Income support (IS) or an Income based Jobseeker’s Allowance (IBJSA) 

 An Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA(IR)) 

 Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The Guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 

 Child Tax credit (provided that you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual in-

come, (assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) that does not exceed £16,190 
Working Tax Credit ‘run-on’ or Universal credit 

 
Registering is quick and easy. If you think you qualify, contact your local area education office as soon 

as possible. For schools in Chorley, the telephone number is 01772 533608. Alternatively you can call 

into school for details on how to apply. No one will know you have registered and it will not affect any 
other benefits you are claiming. 

 
Pupil Premium Grant (PPG) 

As well as free school meals your child may qualify for extra funding from the Government through the 
‘Pupil Premium Grant’. This is provided to schools in order to help these children achieve as well or better 

than every other child in the school. With this money we are able to purchase resources and equipment, 

contribute towards further staffing and target extra support where needed. We will also be able to con-
tribute towards uniform and extra-curricular activities if required. 

 
Eligibility criteria for the PPG falls into three main categories: 

 

Ever 6 FSM 
These pupils include those who are in receipt of free school meals using the criteria above. 

 
Children adopted from care  

This also includes those who have left care on a special guardianship order.  
 

Service Child 

This includes all children whose parents are service personnel. 
 

For school to receive the funding for 2 and 3 above you will need to inform us if your child falls into ei-
ther of these categories. 

 

Details of how we 
have allocated our 

Pupil Premium 
Funding for last 

year and this year 
can be found on 

the school website 

under information 
and pupil premium. 

 

Money matters! 
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ANOTHER super successful year 
has been celebrated by our Year 7s 

and 8s in their district indoor ath-

letics competition. 
 

Our young sportsmen and women claimed four medal places, three of which were gold! 
 

Year 7 boys and girls on their first attempt at this competition produced some fine performances and an 
exciting relay final that kept everyone on the 

edge of their seats.  

 
PE teacher, Mr Kennnedy, said: ‘The Year 8 

boys did themselves proud coming in as run-
ners up to receive their silver medal losing 

out to a very strong Holy Cross team.  

 
‘But the Year 8 girls were magnificent, with a 

slightly under strength team coming out on 
top by just 4 points over their rivals from Holy 

Cross.  
 

‘It was a wonderful evening of sport and now 

our three gold medal winners will go on to 
represent the district at Lancashire finals 

along with the Year 8 boys from Holy Cross.’ 

Indoor athletics success 

‘SAFER Internet Day’ is 

being held globally on 
Tuesday 9 February 2016 

and schools are encour-
aged to get involved helping promote the safe, responsible and positive use of dig-

ital technology.  

 
All assemblies during this week will focus on the online safety theme.  

 
Miss Chambers will be holding an assembly for each year group highlighting the positive uses of technology 

and exploring the role we all play in helping to create a safer online community.  
 

Our Online Safety Information Evening for Parents and Carers will be held on Wednesday 16 March at 7pm. 

 
This evening will provide you with information and advice on how to keep our young people safe. You will 

also be informed on how the young use the internet, our reporting strategies and the filters you can apply 
to your home computer. Within this information we will also be including information about game consoles, 

which is a method that groomers are frequently using, as well as social media sites. 

  
This is a very worthwhile evening and we have received extremely positive feedback about it over the last 

two years.  
 

We strongly advise your attendance at this evening to help your child stay safe online! 
 

 

Online safety  

Saint Michael’s News 

Saint Michael's CE High School,  

Astley Road,  

Chorley,  

Lancashire  

PR7 1RS 

Tips of the term: 

Ask students to check their profile 
settings are secure. 

 
Ask them to go through their 

‘friends’ and ‘followers’ thor-

oughly removing any people 
they doing know.  

Remember! 
Online safety Information Evening for parents and 
carers is on Wednesday 16 March at 7pm in the 

school hall. 
Everyone is welcome! 

Pupils will receive a letter about this next half term. 


