
plete our parental survey ear-
lier this term.  Your views are 

very important to us and 

form an essential part of on-
going school improvement.  

Parents gave an ‘outstanding’ 
overall performance score, 

however, we are not compla-
cent and constantly strive to 

improve so that our young 

people have the best possible 
opportunities and outcomes 

here at St. Michael’s.  
 

GCSE and Curriculum 

changes linked to Year 9 
and Year 8 Option  

choices 
Many thanks to Year 9 and 

Year 8 parents and carers 
who attended our Option In-

formation Evenings and to 

pupils for returning option 
forms so promptly.   

 
As many of your know, the 

new GCSEs with greater 

breadth of content have 
forced many schools, includ-

ing St Michael’s, to take the 
decision to begin GCSE stud-

ies in Year 9.  The new GCSE 

specifications will influence 
the way we track, monitor, 

assess, report to parents and 
even structure our schemes 

of learning.  It will be more 
difficult initially for teachers 

to be truly confident that 

they are measuring progress 
accurately when the new 

grading system remains so 
vague.  However, I have 

been encouraged by our staff 

who have more than risen to 
the challenge and I trust in 

their ability and professional-
ism which is exceptional!   

 
In the examinations in Eng-

lish and Mathematics in 2017 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Following the announce-

ment by Mrs Freda Arm-
strong, Chairman of the 

Governing Body, that Mrs 
Jayne Jenks our Deputy 

Headteacher has been ap-
pointed to succeed me as 

Headteacher of this won-

derful school, I am delight-
ed to extend my congratu-

lations to her knowing that 
St Michael’s will be in ex-

tremely safe hands and set 

to improve even further.  
Above all, she will preserve 

the unique heart and soul 
of this school, that very 

special Christian element 
that pervades every aspect 

of our work here. 

 
The five weeks since half 

term seems to have sped 
by remarkably quickly and 

as I write this both pupils 

and staff are looking for-
ward to our end of term 

Easter services and holiday. 
 

Year 11 

This is, of course, an im-
portant time for our Year 11 

pupils.  These young people 
are a very special and 

amazing year group with 
great character and such 

talent who add so much to 

the life of St Michael’s.   
 

Following their mock exami-
nations and their reports, 

they now have a clear idea 

of their strengths and areas 
for improvement.  

 
There is no substitute for 

dedication and hard work 
and I do thank and encour-

age parents and carers to 

continue with their fantastic 
support by ensuring that 

controlled assessments and 

home learning deadlines 
are met and that pupils at-

tend the many and varied 
after school activities de-

signed to support learning.  
It is quite possible for pu-

pils to improve by one or 

two grades from this stage 
through hard work and 

commitment. 
 

As outlined at Revision 

Evening we have put in 
place a substantial revision 

package to help pupils, in-
cluding designated revision 

lessons once the main body 
of examinations start, after 

school and holiday sessions, 

and a two hour session en-
titled “Prepare to Succeed” 

which will be delivered by a 
motivational consultant.   

 

We wish them well in the 
last few weeks at school. 

 
Uniform 

As you know school uni-

form, apart from ties, is 
supplied by Jada of Eaves 

Lane, Chorley.  Thank you 
to all parents and carers 

who support school in our 
drive for very high stand-

ards of uniform amongst all 

our pupils.  The length of 
some girls’ skirts is becom-

ing a concern and I remind 
parents and carers that the 

length must be within three 

inches of the knee. 
 

Kirkland Rowell – Pa-
rental Questionnaire 

Survey February 2016 
Thank you to all parents 

who took the time to com-
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Mrs Heaton continues… 

 
a grade 4 at GCSE will be the 
equivalent of the present C grade.  

In 2018, when most other subjects 

will be first examined we are told 
that a ‘good pass’ will be at a 

grade 5.  The Government seem 
intent on pursuing an extremely 

rigorous academic benchmarking 
standard of attainment at Key 

Stage 4 as they believe it provides 

a strong basis for further education 
and employment.  Please read the 

‘Parent’s Guide to the changes to 
Education, including the new Pro-

gress 8 measure’ included in this 

newsletter. 
 
Nick Gibb, Minister of State for 
Schools, wrote in February this 

year to congratulate the school’s 

very high standards of achieve-
ment in the GCSE examinations in 

2015.  The percentage of pupils 
achieving five or more GCSEs at 

grades A* - C including English and 
Mathematics, showed that our 

school was one of the top 100 non-

selective state-funded schools in 
England.  In addition and I believe 

most pleasing, was that St 
Michael’s was one of the top 100 

non-selective state-funded schools 

in England based on Key Stage 2 
to 4 value added measure, which 

reflects the fantastic progress our 
pupils in this year group have 

made since the end of primary 
school.  I thank staff, pupils, par-

ents and carers of this outstanding 

year group for their commitment, 
dedication and diligence. 

 
  

Consultation about denomi-

national transport assis-
tance  

I hope as many parents and 
carers who felt able responded 

to Lancashire County Council’s 

consultative questionnaire 
about the change to a denomi-

national transport assistance 
which will no doubt affect many 

families whose children attend 
St Michael’s.  If you have not 

and would like to, a copy of my 

letter to parents and carers 
about this is available on our 

website.  The closing date for 
the consultation is 10 April.  

 

Staffing 
I am delighted to inform you 

that Mrs Hannah Bain has re-
cently given birth to a beautiful 

baby boy, Henry.  Mrs Antonia 
Walsh made a welcome return 

to school, initially on a part 

time basis in February. 
 

Once again I greatly enjoyed 
meeting many of you at our 

Year 9 and Year 8 Consultation 

Evening along with Revision 
Evening.  As I have said previ-

ously, the success of our pupils 
is to a great extent dependent 

on the strong relationships, 

mutual respect and trust devel-
oped between school, parents 

and carers.  Having read the 
reports of every pupil in Year 9 

and Year 8 this term, I am very 
much heartened, optimistic and  

proud of the achievements of 

our fantastic young people and 
how dedicated the vast majori-

ty are to their school work. 

Thank you parents and carers for 

your continued support and pray-
ers.  I would like to remind you 

that if you wish to receive a hard 
copy of the Newsletter please do 

not hesitate to contact school. 

 
The Lent term comes to a close 

on Maundy Thursday, 24 March 
at 15.25, with our Easter services 

held for Year 11 in school and our 
other years either at St George’s 

or at St Laurence’s.  The theme 

of the Easter worship, as befits 
the season, is ’sacrifice’. 

 
I would like to take this oppor-

tunity to say that it is such a 

great privilege and honour to lead 
this school and I have been ex-

tremely touched and greatly en-
couraged by the support I receive 

in my role as Headteacher of St 
Michael’s Church of England High 

School from pupils, parents, staff 

and governors, in fact the whole 
“Team St Michael’s”!  A sincere 

thank you to all.  I know that with 
such great support Mrs Jenks will 

excel in her role as the new 

Headteacher and I wish her and 
the school every success in the 

future. 
 

I wish you all a blessed, peaceful, 

happy and restful Easter. 
Kind regards 

 

J Heaton  

 
 J Heaton 

Headteacher 

PROBLEMS and puzzles and a limited 

time to solve them were the challenges 
facing our gifted and talented mathe-

maticians when they entered a compe-
tition this half term. 

 

Four pupils from teaching group 9S travelled to Balshaws High School to take part in the regional Maths 
competition where they competed against eight schools from around the region and took second place! 

The pupils were Luke Sanderson, Finlay Campbell, Josh Saaiman and Harry Collins. 
 

Maths teacher, Mr Monks, said: ‘The four of them worked brilliantly well, seeing off competition from eight 
other schools to come a close second place!  

 

‘The excellent teamwork was clear to see, with our group scoring by the far the highest in the algebra 
round. On another day those extra two points and a first place prize would have been ours! Well done!’ 

Gifted in numbers 
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Mrs Jayne Jenks says she is ‘absolutely thrilled’ to be taking up the 

prestigious role of Headteacher at St Michael’s in September after 
26 years of dedicated teaching at this school. 

 
She joined St Michael’s as a Newly Qualified Geography Teacher in 

1990, moved to Head of Geography, Head of Humanities, became 
an Advanced Skills Teacher, a member of the Senior Leadership 

Team and was then promoted to Deputy Headteacher in 2012, a 

position she has held for the past four years. 
 

She has also led PSHEE (Living Education), Healthy Schools and 
worked with the Lancashire Authority, supporting other schools. 

 

Although she always knew that teaching was her vocation, it was actually PE and Geography for which 
she held a particular love. 

 
‘PE was always my favourite subject, but I also really loved the Humanities subjects and especially Ge-

ography because every lesson was different,’ she explains. ‘There were so many different skills; map-
work, data analysis, interpretation and evaluation. 

 

‘I was also passionate about fieldwork and applying learning to real life.’ 
 

It was for this reason Jayne went on to study the subject at Keele University and then to train as a 
teacher. She started at St Michael’s in September 1990 and has never looked back, her belief in the 

foundation of the school encouraging her to send her own two children here. 

 
‘I am absolutely thrilled to be appointed as Headteacher and look forward to leading Team St Michael’s, 

to build upon our existing platform of excellence and all that we have achieved under Mrs Heaton’s lead-
ership. 

 

‘My own children attended St Michael’s and I fully appreciate that the priority for parents and carers is 
the happiness, well-being and safety of your precious son or daughter. 

 
‘My vision for the future is firmly focused on the fundamental right of every child to a first-class educa-

tion; an education which enables them to truly flourish in body, mind and spirit, to find for themselves 
the person that God wants them to be and really experience life in all it’s fullness.’ 

 

On behalf of the pupils, staff, parents and governors of St Michael’s we wish her all the best in her new 
role. 

Our new headteacher 

S A I N T  M I C H A E L ’ S  N E W S  

TRIPLE Scientists enjoyed a 
visit from an astronomer 

this term who explained 

how to request an image 
from a telescope. 

 
Dr Stacy Habergham visited the Year 11 pupils to explain how 

her role as an astronomer at John Moore’s University involved 
the use of the robotic telescope in Tenerife.  

 

This lesson was followed by an after school workshop where 
pupils learned how to use the telescope and request their own 

images to be taken!  
 

They then learned techniques to manipulate their images to tell 

a more detailed story of the stars’ radiation. 

Fascinating stargazing 
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 A message from Nick Gibb MP... 

S A I N T  M I C H A E L ’ S  N E W S  
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SWIMMING stars from St Michael’s 

splashed to success winning a multitude 
of medals in the Chorley and District gala 

this half term. 
 

Thirty six students in Years 7  to 10 took 

part in the contest, which saw them take 
home seven gold medals, 12 silver and 

three bronze. 
 

This event comprised three parts; 7&8 
elite races, 9&10 elite races and a fun 

splash gala for children who like to swim 

but who do not swim at club level.  
 

Curriculum leader for PE, Mrs Dempster, 
said: ‘The night was enjoyed by all who 

participated and the very vocal and large 

group of supporting parents in the 
stands.  

 
‘Overall St Michael's came out joint win-

ners. Well done to all involved.’ 

Super swimmers 

MORE than 150 pupils in Years 9—11 have signed up for the Duke of  

Edinburgh Bronze Award this year! 
 

Pupils aged 14 and above are eligible to take part in this worthwhile achievement, which encourages young 
people to develop life skills and prepares them for challenges. 

 
Pupils have to do some kind of voluntary work, learn a new skill, take part in a physical activity and go on 

an expedition spending a night under canvas, where they utilise their navigation, cooking, first aid observa-

tion and communication skills practised in school. 
 

This half term has seen our pupils taking part in a training day held at the Anderton Water Sports Centre 
followed by a practice expedition around the Rivington area.  

 

The examined expedition will take place on April 16 and 17 at a site specified by the assessors. 
 

St Michael’s has invested heavily in tents, rucksacks, torches, stoves, First Aid kits and even emergency 
whistles for the pupils to use on their expeditions. 

 
If anyone has any similar useful equipment, especially large rucksacks, they could donate to school, our 

DofE organisers would be very grateful. 

 
They can be brought in and handed to either Mr Roe, Mr Jenkinson or Mrs Dean. 

DofE popularity soars! 

For updates and reminders or just to keep 

in touch...  
Why not follow us  

@SaintMichaelsCE    
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TWO HIGH flying athletes have soared 

to second place success in the North 
England Indoor Athletics sports finals. 

 
Year 7 pupils Olivia Leigh and Macy 

Noblett were part of the Lancashire 

team and took part in the event at Sports 
City in Manchester. 

 
Their Under 13s team finished only nine 

points behind the 
winners, Manches-

ter, with Olivia 

achieving great 
personal success, 

finishing second in 
the six lap time 

trial, second in the 

speed bounce and 
third in the obsta-

cle relay. 

Running success 

RECORD numbers of readers flocked to the Armstrong Centre creating a 
buzz of literary excitement on World Book Day! 

 
Almost 200 entries were collected for the book quiz and large numbers of 

pupils brought their books for the Book Swap. 
 

Additionally, Scholastic orders sky rocketed as pupils were eager to use 

their World Book Day book tokens and stock their own personal libraries. 
Plus, school will benefit from these orders as we earn more credits to buy 

additional books! 
 

Organiser and English teacher, Mr Koole, said: ‘World Book Day was a resounding success!   

 
‘Throughout the school World Book Day was promoted across the curriculum with teachers offering addi-

tional reading opportunities and literacy activities.   
 

‘Even though no one dressed up this year, it still was a really good WBD experience.’ 

Reading rocks! 

PRIMARY 

school pupils 
have been 

challenged to 
follow the progress of astronaut Tim Peake on the International Space Station. 

 

Curriculum Leader for Science, Mr Allcock, who is working with local primaries, 
said: ‘We've practically investigated meteorites and craters, looked at the Earth 

from the perspective of the International Space Station, considered the challenge 
of space junk and the need to remain hydrated...even modelled testing urine sam-

ples!’ 

Learning about space 
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‘It is my dream to be the first female manager in 
the Premier League. 

 

‘I am also focusing and aiming to get a girls’ team 
for the new coming season in September and I am 

so far heading in a successful direction. 
 

‘I have been watched by the England FA last year 

with my Futsal and I am now pushing to aim high 
with my freestyle football.’ 

FORMER pupil Jade Ellliott is celebrating be-
coming the first girl to join an all-male 

‘futsal’ team, a modifed form of football 

played indoors. 
 

Jade, now 17, has become the first girl to 
join the Football League Trust powered foot-

ball scholarship in the North West. She plays 
for Blackburn Rovers and started playing 

futsal as she wanted to improve her strength and 

apply it to her 11-a-side game. 
 

She said: ‘Before futsal I had only played football 
for girls teams now I am in a team with a group of 

lads. 

 
‘Now my biggest aim is to get girls playing futsal to 

help aid their footballing game and don’t let playing 
with lads determine their decision as to not playing.’ 

 

Jade is currently studying a BTEC Level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Sport but has clearly set her sights on 

the professional ranks and dreams of becoming the 
first female manager in the Premier League. 

 
She is also a talented freestyle footballer! 

 

She said: ‘I joined the Blackburn Rovers scholarship 
and they are helping me get my level one and level 

two coaching badges. 
 

‘I want to be a coach. I want to coach a men’s team 

and there are no female managers in the football 
league. 

Futsal fantastic  

Make more of Moodle! 
Parents are welcome to browse the school's Moodle at http://moodle.saint-

michaels.lanc.sch.uk 
 

Click on Parent Zone > Log in as Guest User > Agree Site Policy > and there you are!  Parents 
do not need a username for the public areas of Moodle. 

 

The areas accessible to parents include weekly prayers, worship, weekly listings of clubs, re-
vision advice, technical support and occasional questionnaires to give feedback on events. 

 
Pupils can visit Moodle Club in H7 on any day of the week at lunchtime throughout the year 

for advice, support in accessing home learning, and the resolution of password concerns. 

Futsal originates in South America and football-
ers including Lionel Messi and Ronaldo are pres-
ently mastering the art. It is played between two 
teams of five players each, one of whom is the 
goalkeeper. Unlimited substitutions are permit-
ted. Unlike some other forms of indoor football, 
the game is played on a hard court surface de-
limited by lines; walls or boards are not used. 
Futsal is also played with a smaller ball with less 
bounce than a regular football due to the surface 
of the field. The surface, ball and rules create an 
emphasis on improvisation, creativity and tech-
nique as well as ball control and passing in small 
spaces. 

http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goalkeeper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indoor_soccer
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NINE young drivers took 
home trophies galore 

when a competition in 

Surrey kicked off their 
new karting year. 

 
The karting stars, from all years at St Michael’s, including some past pupils, travelled to the Blackbush 

circuit in Camberley this half term for a day’s racing. 
 

Year 11 pupil, Sam Palmer, won the first trophy of the day in Class 7 (100cc Tkm), when he won one of 

his four heats and achieved second place overall.  
 

Two drivers that carried on their good form from last year were Josh Fish, Year 10, and James Scanlon, 
who left St Michael’s last year. Josh came second in Class 14 (restricted Tkm engines) and James won a 

first place trophy in Class 15 (Rotax engines.) Year 11 pupil Merrick Crook also competed in this class. 

 
Rowan Mackley, Year 8, came fourth overall in his class and Nathan Groom, Year 10, won seventh place. 

Both of these drivers were competing in this class for the first time.  
 

Nathan Howard, Year 9, and Eleanor Mackley, Year 11, competed in Class 11 (Honda GX160) where Elea-
nor completed her Novice training.  

 

A new driver beginning his novice kart training is Samuel Perkins, Year 7, as he competed in the biggest 
grid (19 karts) of the day. 

  
The next race meeting is at Whilton Mill on March 19.  

Karting kings and queen! 

YOUNG athletes returned victorious 

with silver medals after coming sec-
ond when representing Lancashire in 

a county contest. 
 

The Year 8 girls were performing in the County Indoor Athletics Competition in Hyndburn. 

 
PE teacher, Miss Makinson, said: ‘They were outstanding in their performances and attitude to others in 

the competition and each other.  
 

‘They thoroughly deserved the medals as they worked extremely hard showing fantastic commitment 
and determination when practising and competing.’ 

Excellent athletes 

Triumphant karters 
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SINGING star of the future, Year 8 pupil Olivia, is celebrating sweep-
ing the board at a recent competition. 

 
Olivia entered the Lytham St Anne’s Music Festival, performing five 

pieces and winning three first places and one third. 

 
She beat off competition from around ten other youngsters in each 

category. 
 

Olivia has been singing for four years and will soon be taking her 

Grade 4 singing exam. 
 

She also does Drama and Dance outside school and has her fingers 
crossed for a career on the stage. 

 
‘I’ve always wanted to be on stage in the West End,’ she says about 

the future. ‘I love dancing and drama and I am looking forward to being in 

a school production. 
 

‘Winning so much at the competition was a lovely surprise.’ 
  

Olivia and another musically talented Year 8 singer William Keeling have 

been performing at the Lent Lunch Eucharists in the Armstrong Centre. 

Singing star 

A CAPTIVATING performance of Gisele entertained audiences 

at the Charter Theatre at the start of March. 
 

And amongst the ballerinas were three talented St Michael’s 
dancers. 

 
Catriona Lucas, Year 11, Rebecca Everitt, Year 10, and Harriet 

Jones, Year 8, were involved in the production which was run 

by the English Youth Ballet. 
 

They beat off competition from more than 80 other 
dance students to win a place in the ballet where 

they performed with professional dancers. 

 
Amongst the audience were students from Year 8 

who were taken to see the ballet. 
 

Head of Dance, Mrs Gough, said: ‘It was such an 
honour for the girls to be selected by the English 

Youth Ballet - the equivalent of boys playing football 

for the English Youth team!’ 
 

Headteacher, Mrs Heaton, who also saw their per-
formance, added: ‘I was so proud to see talented St 

Michael’s pupils perform at the Charter Theatre with 

professionals … and not know the difference!’ 
 

 

Ballerinas amaze! 

Due to Child Protection and 

identification reasons if an 

individual picture of a child 

under 16 is included in the 

newsletter, we are unable to 

print their surname in the  

story. 



STEM stands for science technology engineering and 

mathematics. 
This year we have been visited by a transport planner and a worker from BAE, who came to talk to us 

about what they do. They each gave us a challenge that we had to try and complete in teams. 
At the moment we are designing and making a digital sun dial and in our last meeting we competed over 

who could engineer and make the best bridge out of paper and lolly pop sticks 
After Easter we will be working towards our Crest Awards which will be 

10 hours work testing a specific project such as forensics, microbiology 

and con-
struction. 

 
Joseph, 

Oliver, 

Michael 
and 

Doug.  
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STEM Club news 

AT ST Michael’s we see that everyone 

has a part to play in helping to create 
a pattern of regular attendance. This 

includes pupils, parents/carers and all 
members of school staff.  

 

Currently our average 
attendance figure for 

this academic year 
stands at an impressive 

97.2%. We are very 
proud of our pupils’ ex-

cellent attendance rec-

ord and we would like to 
thank parents/carers for 

their support in this ar-
ea. 

  

Just a reminder that if 
your child is absent 

please contact us as 
soon as possible on the 

first day of absence. You 
can either phone or you 

can call into the school 

reception. Please also try 
and avoid taking your 

child out of school for 
medical appointments where possible.  

 

The school day starts at 8:50am and we expect your child to be in tutorial at that time. 
 

Thank you 

Attendance matters! 

STEM Club has started again with pupils 

eagerly experimenting and exploring Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and 

Maths. Here four keen Stem-Clubbers 
explain what they have been doing this 

half term... 

STEM Clubbers hard at work! 
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RADIO 2s 500 words competition for 2016 is present-
ly being judged with youngsters under 13 around the 

country having sent in their creative stories. 
 

And we are pleased to announce that St Michael’s 
actually has last year’s winner in Year 7! 

 

Amabel won the contest whilst at primary school and beat off competition from more than 120,000 en-
tries to claim first place! 

 
She wrote a story about a time in the future when the government wants everyone to stay in to make 

their lives easier. Everyone becomes obese but one girl gets into trouble as she is caught going running 

on CCTV. 
Amabel first found out she had made it through to the 

top 3,000 and then the top 50, but she had to keep it a 
secret. 

 
‘It was so hard not to tell anyone when I found out I was 

in the final 50,’ she says. ‘It was so exciting!’ 

 
The final was held at St James’ Palace in London in the 

presence of the Duchess of Cornwall and other celebri-
ties, including Radio DJs such as Chris Evans, pop group 

The Vamps, and singer Will Young. 

‘There were swords on the walls and the place was so big there were even directions for the toilets!’ she 
says. ‘I had to sit on a reserved seat right at the front and have a live Radio broadcast and interview. It 

was really scary but really exciting when I found out that I had won!’ 
 

Amabel took first place in the 10-13s category and had her story read out by Jeremy Irons, something 

she says was, ‘quite cool!’ 
 

‘I found out he played Scar in the Lion King so that was exciting. I also got to meet Mrs Brown from Pad-
dington Bear.’ 

 
In addition to winning a medal and a book containing the winning stories in each age group, Amabel was 

also, as winner, invited to be on Breakfast TV and 

involved in a workshop with actress Naomi Harris 
from James Bond. 

 
She was in a green room studio with pictures pro-

jected and had to make up stories about how she 

got into particular scenarios. 
  

Amabel has been entering the Radio 2 competition 
since she was seven and has always loved writing 

stories. In Year 3 she used to enjoy reading out 
her stories in front of the class. In 2014 she made 

it into the top 50 in the same competition, also 

attending the final which was held that year in Wales. 
 

‘I just love writing stories,’ Amabel says. ‘In my spare time I like to carry a notebook in case I have some 
good ideas.’ 

 

And her favourite subject?…  
English, of course. With maybe a little Drama thrown in! 

 

The winners and celebrities 

Amabel meeting the Duchess of Cornwall 

Winning writing 

Turn to the next page to read  

Amabel’s winning story. 
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Midnight. I look out of my grimy window onto dark-
ness; the fog has lifted and I know that this is my 

time. I slip on a pair of battered old trainers passed 
down through generations, they are full of holes 

and too small but I don’t care. I open our giant 
front door and breathe in the glorious fresh air. I 

run and the adrenalin hits me. Sweat trickles down 

my face; I know I should turn back but this is my 
guilty secret. I sprint directionless through damp 

meadows, grass up to my waist as no human has 
set foot here in decades; if anyone knew I’d be ar-

rested. I race home, exhilarated. No one has seen 

me as no one ever leaves their computerized hous-
es anymore. Everyone is overweight and terrified of 

stepping outside the world of the internet. The Gov-
ernment uses weight to control society, like puppet-

eers pulling the strings of their obese, obedient 
dolls. Everyone except me; no one has ever seen 

me sprinting through the fields because no one ever 

looks past their screens, but tonight I feel like 
someone is watching me... 

Jonathon sat in the middle of his lifeless bedroom 

with his laptop on his knees. His face was pale and 

dark circles sat beneath his eyes. Once again, he 
was up late, hacking into the Government’s satellite; 

a triumphant smile stretched across his face. He 
scrolled over England and zoomed in on his local 

area, feeling like he had a VIP pass into everyone’s 

lives; their soulless faces locked onto computer 
screens made him feel miserable. Jonathon needed 

some excitement. He decided to shift to the coun-
tryside, remembering with trepidation the frighten-

‘It’s a Wide World’ 

by Amabel 

stories he’d read online about this mysterious 

place. His speakers began to play a relaxing 
sound: the wind in the trees. He was drifting off to 

sleep when he saw movement and jolted. A figure, 
moving swiftly. Tall and thin like a character from 

one of those vintage DS games. A ghost? No, a 

living, breathing, running girl! 

Jonathon watched, fascinated. He began to want 
this strange world of freedom and movement. He 

felt his heart thud against his chest. He felt the 

muscles in his legs ache. He knew he should report 
her but he’d be arrested for hacking into their sat-

ellite. His mind repeated the words he sees every 
morning when he logs-on to school: 

‘The Government looks after you. Trust the Gov-
ernment.’ 

His conscience fought with his instincts. He’d trust-

ed the government but now they seemed to have 

become evil. The report button was just a couple 
of centimetres from his little finger; if he pressed it 

her freedom would disappear along with his lap-
top… 

When I arrive home from my run, I’m exhausted. I 
flop onto my bed and breathe sighs of relief, just 

like I always do when I make it back home and 
know I've not been spotted. I log-on to my laptop 

to find one 
new e-

mail. It 

reads: 

You need 
new train-

ers. 

 

THE ARTWORK of the month this half term is a clay model 
by Year 9 pupil Megan Varley. 

 
It was chosen as it was a great example of effective  

modelling using clay and detailed and careful painting. 

 
Well done Megan! 

Artwork of the month 

Parents and carers are reminded of the importance 

of bringing in updated details to tutors, should sit-
uations change. 

 
If your child is taken ill in school or if there is an 

emergency we need to be able to make contact!                                                                                                                      

Thank you    
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BURGERS and wedg-
es were on the menu 

for keen historians 

this half term as they explored the sights, sounds 
and food sensartions of the 1950s! 

 
Pupils in History Club met in the Food Technology 

rooms to create ‘American Diner’ cuisine as part of 
the focus on the 50s. 

 

They also had a go at making their own 1950s 
style TV commercials, an information video about 

what to do in the event of a nuclear attack and 
looked at Martin Luther King speeches. 

 

Head of History, Mr Egelnick, said: ‘The group 
tucked into traditional handmade hamburgers made by Phoebe, potato wedges with far too much 

McGreavy coleslaw, American style chocolate cookies and, of course, chocolate and strawberry milkshakes. 
 

‘It was delicious! We are looking forward to our next event soon!’ 

American diner experience 

THANK you to all the 

parents and carers who 
attended the Online 

Safety evening on 
March 16. We hope 

you found the information provided informative and beneficial. 

 
As I said during the presentation, the ‘Online Safety’ section of the website 

is in the process of being updated, so please bear with us while we work on 
this.  

 
The Online Safety Top Tips for this term are: 

 

Consider changing the parental controls – Setting up a filter on the home internet connection can help you 
to filter any inappropriate content getting through to their devices. The majority of internet providers 

make this easy to do and we have provided links to a range of videos, which demonstrate and explain how 
to do this on the Moodle. 

 

Ensure their privacy settings are set high – On social networking sites and within applications (on their 
phones and tablets), there are often more privacy options than you think.  It is worth checking that they 

are all set to private or friends only. Tip: When using game consoles you can change the settings to 
‘Family Access.’ The parental access given within this area will allow you to amend a variety of security 

features. When looking on Facebook, don’t just change the privacy settings for their profile, go through 
and check the privacy of their photo albums. 

 

Talk to your child - Advise them about who to talk to if something goes wrong, preferably an adult. Try to 
keep an open dialogue. They often keep problems unreported for fear of losing access to the devices they 

treasure 
 

Feedback from the E-Safety Presentation and suggestions for next year is welcomed from all who attend-

ed. Please email rchambers@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk 

                                                                                                     Miss Chambers 

Online safety 

mailto:rchambers@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk
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AS SUMMER draws nearer 
our upper school pupils are 

getting excited about tak-

ing part in this year’s Wa-
tersports Holiday. 

 
This is set to take place in August at La Fosca, Spain with pupils having the 

chance to spend their nights under canvas, taking part in a range of sporting 
activities.  

Pupils are reminded that they need to make sure they have a valid European 

Health Insurance Card.  
 

To obtain this the 
quickest way is to ap-

ply online. Log onto 

www.dh.gov.uk and 
follow the instructions 

for applying. 
 

Watersports fun 

    

OUR STUDENT leaders have been very busy in their roles this half term! 
 

In February our upper and lower school councils led worship for the week and challenged the whole 
school community in the area of stewardship by looking after our world and our community better. 

 
The charities committee was re-launched and pupils from Years 7-10 were offered the chance to take 

part and to shape our commitment to charitable giving.  

 
Owing to the large number of applicants and the great enthusiasm they showed we expanded the com-

mittee to include a publicity branch responsible for keeping the school posted on what the committee 
was doing.  

 

These pupils have since been into year group assemblies to explain more about their role and about up-
coming events. 

 
Also in February, Year 10 pupils were invited to apply to be prefects next year. We had an overwhelming 

response with 172 pupils (out of a year group of 220!) submitting applications.  
 

Sadly we could only offer interviews to a maximum of 140 pupils and once again the process of narrow-

ing down pupils required a lot of time and careful deliberation. 
 

Finally Year 7 pupils have been asked to apply to be Bridge Buddies. This popular role involves helping 
Year 6 pupils as they make the often daunting transition into high school. This scheme started last year 

and proved extremely popular and useful so we are delighted to be running it once again. 

 
After Easter we will be asking Year 9 pupils to apply to be Peer Mentors for the coming year as well as 

holding interviews for the senior student leadership roles in school such as Head Boy & Girl, Deputy 
Head Boys & Girls, Dance Captains, Sports Captains, Principal Musicians and Principal Directors.  

 

Look out for news either on Moodle or the Student Leadership noticeboard in the entrance hall. 

Student leadership in action! 

Learning the 

ropes! 
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ANOTHER fantastic response to the Intermediate Maths Challenge saw 
more than 100 pupils testing their mathematical prowess. 

 
The huge numbers of youngsters from Years 9-11 once again set a new record for entries from St 

Michael’s in this national competition run by Leeds University. 

 
The pupils acquitted themselves marvellously with 23 pupils earning a bronze certificate for finishing in 

the top 40% of the 350,000 entrants nationally, 26 pupils achieving silver certificates for finishing in the 
top 20%, and 7 pupils attaining a gold certificate for finishing in the top 6%.  

 

Special mentions also go to Joe Wells, James Wilson, Harry Hulme (all Year 11), Callum Eastwood (Year 
10), Benjamin Toase, Henry Wilson, Finlay Campbell and Katelyn Newsham (all Year 9) whose scores 

qualified them for a follow-on round. 
 

Organiser, Maths teacher Mr Neville, said: ‘Well done to all pupils who took part, certificate winners or 
not, for another record-breaking year for our school.’ 

Maths-tastic minds! 

WINNING netballers took first, sec-

ond and third in their different ages 
classes of the Chorley and District 

Netball Tournament. 
 

Two Year 8 teams entered the contest; the A team being undefeated and taking first place and the B 

team beating all other B teams and coming 3rd overall. 
 

In the Year 9 tournament the 
girls lost one game, coming 

second overall to eventual win-
ners Southlands. 

 

The girls were competing 
against all other schools in the 

Chorley region. 
 

Curriculum Leader for PE, Mrs 

Dempster, said: ‘These results 
go a long way to repaying the 

hard work and dedication the 
girls show throughout the year 

to the netball team.  
 

‘Well done girls!’ 

Netting the goals  

CAN YOU answer a Maths Challenge question? 

Seven rolls weigh the same as four crumpets. Five scones weigh the same as six crumpets. 
If each crumpet weighs c grams, and each roll weighs r grams, and each scone weighs s 

grams, which of the following must be true? 
 

A   r < s < c B   s < r < c C   s < c < r D   c < s < r E   r < c < s 
Answer below 

Maths Challenge Solution 
This is not the only way to do this, but... 7r = 4c, so r < c. 5s = 6c, so c < s. Hence r < c < s – 

answer E. 
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FIFTEEN pupils were given an insight into 
the requirements for entry into the coun-

try’s top universities. 

 
The pupils spent the day at Runshaw College learning critical thinking skills and how to prepare a suita-

ble personal state-
ment. 

 
Organiser, Mr Hey-

wood, said: 

‘Hopefully this day 
has helped our 

young people in 
their quest to be 

the best!’ 

Oxbridge bound 

YEAR 10 pupils have once again been 

experiencing the world of work, taking 
part in the Booth’s Project. 

 
The successful pupils, following applications and inter-

views, were Sarah Gornall, Megan Whittle, Daniel 

Mews, Elle Walker, Rebecca Lee, Cordelia Christie, 
Tom Briggs, Jack Gregory, Holly Petts and Keely Lip-

trot. 
 

They spent two weeks at the popular supermarket in 
Chorley, learning new skills and beginning to under-

stand the nature and function of a business. 

 
The pupils underwent a formal induction at the start of 

the programme and then went on to have the oppor-
tunity to sample different areas of the business, from 

the cheese counter to cashiering and working in the 

office. 
 

Sarah Gornall said: ‘I thought the Booths project went really well. The staff were friendly and didn’t pat-
ronise us. The work was hard for me at times, since I am not the strongest person, but I was glad that 

they gave us the big jobs rather than small tasks that weren’t helpful. Overall it was a really enjoyable 
two weeks.’ 

 

Elle Walker added: ‘I found the Booths project interesting and beneficial because we were able to work 
in the ‘real world’ and experience what work is like. Also, I found it interesting as we were able to sam-

ple all the different areas within the store and offices.’ 

Booths inspires 

Working 9 to 5! 
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Could you save up to £418 per year? 
 

Does your child qualify for free school meals? 
 

Your child may be entitled to receive free school meals (saving you around £418 per year) if you are en-
titled to receive one of the following: 

 

 Income support (IS) or an Income based Jobseeker’s Allowance (IBJSA) 

 An Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA(IR)) 

 Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The Guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 

 Child Tax credit (provided that you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual in-

come, (assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) that does not exceed £16,190 
Working Tax Credit ‘run-on’ or Universal credit 

 
Registering is quick and easy. If you think you qualify, contact your local area education office as soon 

as possible. For schools in Chorley, the telephone number is 01772 533608. Alternatively you can call 

into school for details on how to apply. No one will know you have registered and it will not affect any 
other benefits you are claiming. 

 
Pupil Premium Grant (PPG) 

As well as free school meals your child may qualify for extra funding from the Government through the 
‘Pupil Premium Grant’. This is provided to schools in order to help these children achieve as well or better 

than every other child in the school. With this money we are able to purchase resources and equipment, 

contribute towards further staffing and target extra support where needed. We will also be able to con-
tribute towards uniform and extra-curricular activities if required. 

 
Eligibility criteria for the PPG falls into three main categories: 

 

Ever 6 FSM 
These pupils include those who are in receipt of free school meals using the criteria above. 

 
Children adopted from care  

This also includes those who have left care on a special guardianship order.  
 

Service Child 

This includes all children whose parents are service personnel. 
 

For school to receive the funding for 2 and 3 above you will need to inform us if your child falls into ei-
ther of these categories. 

 

Details of how we 
have allocated our 

Pupil Premium 
Funding for last 

year and this year 
can be found on 

the school website 

under information 
and pupil premium. 

 

Money matters! 
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