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Our motto is ‘Therefore choose [life]’ from Deuteronomy. 

 

We understand this to mean growing in body, mind and spirit, so that all who 

learn and work here may flourish, experiencing the joy and hope of                                                                             

 ‘Life in all its fullness’. 

This is further explained in our Mission Statement,  

‘As a vibrant learning community  

we choose to serve God,  

pursue excellence 

 and celebrate the uniqueness of each individual.’. 
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Addendum - September 2020 
 
This addendum sits together with our current Attendance Policy which is reviewed and updated annually. It 
has been updated in accordance with Department for Education guidance and the changing circumstances 

relating to Coronavirus (COVID19). This addendum will be reviewed as new guidance is published and updated 
as current circumstances evolve. 

 

As school reopens for all children from September 2020, St Michael’s recognise the need to reassess the 

Attendance policy. This reassessment is based on the Government advice issued by the Department for 
Education.  
 

Expectations in relation to attendance 
In March when the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak was increasing, the DfE made it clear that no parent 

would be penalised or sanctioned for their child’s non-attendance at school. Now the circumstances have 
changed and it is vital for all children to return to school to minimise as far as possible the longer-term impact 
of the pandemic on children’s education, wellbeing and wider development.  

 
Missing out on more time in the classroom risks pupils falling further behind. Those with higher overall 
absence tend to achieve less well in school. School attendance is therefore mandatory again from the 

beginning of the autumn term. This means from that point, the usual rules on school attendance will apply, 
including: 

 parents’ duty to secure that their child attends regularly 

 schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence 

 the schools availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ 

codes of conduct 

 

We understand that some pupils will still be unable to attend in line with public health advice because they are 

either; 
 

 self-isolating and have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves 

 a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 
Expectations in relations to pupils who may be shielding 

Shielding advice for all adults and children will pause on 1 August, subject to a continued decline in the rates of 

community transmission of coronavirus. This means that even the small number of pupils who will remain on 
the shielded patient list can also return to school, as can those who have family members who are shielding. 

Some pupils no longer required to shield but who generally remain under the care of a specialist health 
professional may need to discuss their care with their health professional before returning to school (usually at 
their next planned clinical appointment). You can find more advice from the Royal College of Paediatrics and 

Child Health at COVID-19 - ‘shielding’ guidance for children and young people. 

Some parents and pupils may be reluctant or anxious about returning to school but we would like to reassure 

everyone that our risk assessment is both thorough and constantly under review. If parents of pupils with 
significant risk factors are concerned, please contact us and allow us to provide reassurance of the all the 

measures we are putting in place to reduce the risk in school. 

Reviewed by J F Chadwick   
September 2020  

https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-shielding-guidance-children-young-people#children-who-should-be-advised-to-shield

