
should you require further 

support.  
 

Year 11 
On the front of our Moodle 

page there is an important 

document for Year 11 to uti-
lise. It is crucial that pupils in 

Year 11 take responsibility for 
the steps they will take be-

yond St Michael’s, be it into 

further education or training 
and the powerpoint therefore 

contains information regard-
ing college courses, reading 

materials, research, links to 

useful websites and advice 
about activities pupils could 

undertake to fill their time 
purposefully. It is very im-

portant that Year 11 continue 
to be meaningfully engaged 

in learning as they will find it 

quite a challenge to re-
engage after such a lengthy 

interruption. All courses will 
require students being able 

to draw upon, and apply, 

prior knowledge and under-
standing acquired throughout 

high school and it will be par-
ticularly challenging to under-

take A-level courses if pupils 
have not yet committed to 

memory the necessary facts 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

This half term has gone 

incredibly quickly in spite of 
the challenges it has 

brought. 
 

We have been delighted to 
hear about the very in-

ventive activities undertak-

en during ‘lockdown’ by 
your children and are par-

ticularly impressed and 
humbled to learn of how 

they are engaging with 

their community, baking 
cakes for key workers and 

writing letters to elderly 
care home residents, to 

name just two of the com-
passionate actions they are 

undertaking. Thank you for 

sharing this information 
about your children; it is 

uplifting to hear news of 
their developing talents, 

fundraising, community 

spirit and intrinsic kindness. 
 

School re-opening 
Further to my letter on 19 

May, we will be sending 

more information about a 
phased return and how we 

will supplement remote 
learning with some ‘face to 

face support’ for Year 10 
pupils on Friday. Initially 

the intention will be to bring 

a proportion of the cohort 
into school (probably a 

quarter of the year group) 
for a short period of time 

and then continue to re-

view, evaluate and hopeful-
ly expand upon this. We 

anticipate this phased wider 
opening of school for Year 

10 pupils to commence on 
Monday 8 June. This is sub-

ject to the government’s 

five tests for gradually lift-
ing coronavirus lockdown 

restrictions being met and 

the subsequent information 
which is expected during 

half term. It is crucial that 
pupils in Year 10 continue 

with their GCSE studies 
and, even with the tenta-

tive measures taken to re-

open school, the focus will 
continue to be on remote 

learning.  
 

Learning 

After the half term holiday 
we will continue to set re-

mote lessons for pupils in 
Years 7-10. The pupil ques-

tionnaire highlighted that 
on average pupils were 

completing around four 

hours of schoolwork a day 
and we would expect this to 

continue. We would also 
strongly recommend pupils 

spend some time, even if it 

is just 20 minutes, reading 
for pleasure.  Reading is 

not just about pupils be-
coming being more suc-

cessful academically but 

reading regularly and wide-
ly (whether that be fiction, 

the classics, poetry, non-
fiction, newspapers or 

blogs) will in turn improve 
creativity, emotional intelli-

gence and awareness of 

other cultures and tradi-
tions. Information about all 

work set will continue to 
appear on Moodle, directing 

pupils to various learning 

platforms, including 
Mathswatch, Manga High, 

GCSE Pod, SAM Learning, 
Kerboodle, One Note, Mi-

crosoft Forms and Teams. 
Various email addresses are 

on the school website 
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WHAT a fantastic response we have had to our Home Challenges 

which have been set on our Twitter page @SaintMichaelsCE and on 
Moodle.  

 
If you were not aware, Chorley SSP and Lancashire School Games are running a competition by setting 

challenges that you can do in your own home. The challenges require minimal equipment or use items 
you may find around your home - they hope to encourage our pupils to get as active as possible in these 

unprecedented times.  

 
To enter the #LancsGames20 competition you can submit your video to us either via Twitter or via the 

email homechallenges@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk 
 

On April 20, in Week One, we saw so many creative and fantastic attempts of pupils and staff during the 

rugby challenge. We hope our wonderful pupils were inspired by seeing over fifteen staff all give the 
challenge a go. You can find the videos on our twitter page.  

 
Since then, we have had the Hockey Challenge with Ms Tait setting an incredible target. We had the Golf 

putting challenge, with the target set by Mr Monks. And the climbing challenge and the Netball Chal-
lenge… (continued on the next page) 

they had to revise for their GCSEs. 

I therefore encourage all Year 11 
to take a look at the information 

provided and use the links to the 
college courses to assist them in their preparation for the subjects they may choose to pursue. Our In-

dependent Careers Adviser, Mrs Easterbrook, is also still available to assist with any college or careers 

queries and pupil who would benefit from a telephone call from Mrs Easterbrook should contact wellbe-
ing@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk 

 
Uniform 

It remains our intention to go ahead with the new skirts and trousers for Year 8, 9 and 10 pupils. The 
uniform suppliers, JADA, are hopeful that they will have sufficient stock for all year groups but will con-

tinue to prioritise our new Year 7 pupils. If the current situation causes a delay, the compulsory roll out 

of the new uniform may move to November or even January. Should this be the case, current Year 10 
pupils will be exempt from the change. If you do need to replace skirts or trousers for when school re-

opens we strongly advise purchasing the new style so as to avoid further expense later in the year. We 
will continue to monitor the situation and keep you informed. 

 

Staff 
In spite of the ‘lockdown’ situation we have made a number of staff appointments this half term in prep-

aration for September. We are also delighted to welcome Mr Keith Tierney to the Senior Leadership 
Team as Assistant Headteacher and similarly pleased to announce that Mrs Susan Wilk has been ap-

pointed as Curriculum Leader for Science.  Ms Nicola Melling has been appointed as Business and Data 
Analyst from 1 May. I am sure that you will join me in wishing them every success in their new roles.  

 

Thank you for all you are doing to support your child during these challenging times! The success of our 
pupils is to a great extent dependent on the strong relationships, mutual respect and trust developed 

between school, parents and carers and we thank you for your continued support and prayers.  
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mrs Jayne Jenks 

Headteacher 

mailto:homechallenges@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:contact%20wellbeing@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:contact%20wellbeing@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk
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YEAR 11 pupil Daniel has raised over 

£1,100 for NHS charities! 
 

This sporty youngster decided to climb 
the height of Mount Everest – a whop-

ping 8,848 metres or 29,029 feet! He 

used his indoor bike linked to an online pro-
gramme called Zwift to do this.  

 
Zwift allows Dan to virtually race with or 

against other people around the world. But 
Dan took it to another level when he decided 

to complete the ‘Climb Alpe Du Zwift’ not 

once, but eight times!  
 

Dan’s PE teacher, Mr Kohler, writes: ‘Even on 
Zwift.com, their website says ‘For those 
brave enough to take on the climb, get ready 
for vivid scenery…’ - we can’t stress enough 
that Dan did this ‘brave’ climb eight times! 

  
‘With a start time of 4am, Dan worked hard and completed this challenge by 4pm with him stuffing 

down large Margarita take away upon completion.  
 

‘He had fantastic virtual support along the route from many friends and family including his fellow Chor-

ley Athletics friend in Year 11 Isabelle.  
 

‘At the time of writing, Dan had clocked up a massive £1,110 for NHS Charities which is outstanding. 
Dan completed over 215 kilometres in one day and we are incredibly proud of him here at St Michael’s 

for not only a magnificent physical effort but raising over one thousand pounds.  

 
‘Dan is a talented athlete who trains incredibly hard. For him to use his talents to inspire others and 

raise such a substantial amount of money for the NHS is testament to his character. 
 

‘Dan’s efforts truly encompass a brilliant St Michael’s pupil and his serving spirit for the community.’ 

 
Dan said on completing his feat: ’This is ten times more than what I thought I’d get. Thank you for eve-

ryone who donated and supported me on this challenge.’  
 

If you do wish to also make a donation, you can do so 
at the following link https://www.gofundme.com/f/

cycling-the-hight-of-everest-in-one-go-virtual  
Growing in body, mind and spirit 

A special mention must go to Year 7 and Year 11 brothers Sam and Joe who have clearly enjoyed the 

challenges with them attempting every single challenge every week - the brotherly competition is very 

much alive in their household. We wonder who will win!? 
  

The challenges continue to be posted on our Twitter page @SaintMichaelsCE on Mondays. This contains 
information, often accompanied by video demonstration and links to @ChorleySSP.  

 
To enter and submit your videos of you completing the challenges please use homechallenges@saint-

michaels.lancs.sch.uk.  

 
Mr Kohler said: ‘It is truly wonderful to see so many videos of your efforts. Keep giving each one a go 

and sending them in!’  
 

Well done to all that have attempted the challenges and we hope you’re staying as active as you can. 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/cycling-the-hight-of-everest-in-one-go-virtual
https://www.gofundme.com/f/cycling-the-hight-of-everest-in-one-go-virtual
mailto:homechallenges@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:homechallenges@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk
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THANK you to everyone who has 

been sharing what you have been 

doing for your family and for oth-

ers during lockdown. 

Here are just some of the pictures and information about what you have all been up to during this time 

away from school. 

Brother and sister Jessica and Ben Howard have been baking 

cakes, have helped to make an outdoor dog bed for their 
spaniel Wurly and have organised sending pictures and let-

ters to residents from their grandma’s care home whilst un-
der lockdown.  

 

What fabulously 
constructive, caring 

and creative work – 
well done! 

 

In addition to making music (above) Year 9 

Niamh has also been baking cakes during 
this lockdown period.  

 

She sent these yummy creations to the 
people who work at the health centre 

opposite her house to say thank you 
for everything they are doing to help us at the moment.  

 

She also made some for the people who work in the police as she has a contact with 
Blackpool Police force. What great community spirit! 

 

 

YEAR 9 pupils Niamh and Alice have continued to entertain 

the residents of Highgrove House with their brilliant musi-
cal duets! 

They have now sent four pieces of music, playing instru-
ments and singing in their own separate houses, to the 

residential home and they have been very well received. 

They have sent Anna Kendrick’s ‘Cups’ from Pitch Perfect, 

Chasing Cars, by Snow Patrol, Someone you loved by Lew-
is Capaldi and John Legend, All of Me, to the residents 

which have been played at the home. 

We are excited to hear the next track from their album! 

Mrs Pam Lockett, who is our contact at the home, said: ‘Please say a big thank you to everyone.  It’s so 

thoughtful of your students to give of their time and keep up the contact.  As you would imagine, some 

of our residents are rather bored and a little confused so this highlight to the day is welcomed.’ 

Mrs Lockett would love you to write letters to the residents, perhaps explaining this situation from your 
point of view and letting the residents know how you have been passing the time. You can email these 

to subjectsupport@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk and mark them for the attention of Mrs Hooley. 

Thank you to all pupils for 
sharing the good deeds you 
have been doing during lock-
down. We are really impressed 
with your community spirit 
and for the kindness and com-
passion you are showing to 
other people. Well done Team 
St Michael’s. 
 
Please keep letting us know 
what you are getting up to!!! 

Music for the community 

Lucky old Wurly in his fabulous new dog bed 
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WELL DONE to all 

our creative and tal-
ented pupils for eve-

rything they have 
done to help their families celebrate VE Day. 

 

Victory in Europe Day is the day celebrating the for-
mal acceptance by the Allies of World War II of Nazi 

Germany’s unconditional surrender of its armed forc-
es on Tuesday, 8 May 1945, marking the end of 

World War II in Europe 
 

And 

being 
at 

home didn’t stop our fantastic pupils from marking this 
memorable day. 

 

Year 9 pupil Lucy shared with us her commemorative panel 
that she had sewn and made from recycled materials, in-

cluding old newspapers and discarded cloth. 
 

She and her mother had a "Great Chorley Sew Off" and 
both used Tommy in the Window as a feature.  

 

Lucy helped her mother by teaching her free motion machine stitching and they both worked on applique 
and hand embroidery skills.   

 
Her brother Daniel made this beautiful Victoria sponge 

for VE Day.  His mother helped him to learn how to 

decorate with fondant icing and was lucky enough to 
find this spitfire shaped cookie cutter in his kitchen 

cupboard! 
 

Daniel has also been baking and cooking with avenge-

ance with his other creations including an orange cake, 
Easter chocolate cake, millionaire’s shortbread as well 

as stir fries, noodles and chilli dishes from his Year 8 
food tech booklet.  

 
Similarly 

Year 9 

pupil Ethan delighted his parents with his VE Day 
scones. Well done 

Ethan—keep up the 
good work! 

Growing in mind and spirit 

A VE Day Prayer 
 
A VE Day prayer. Lord God our Father, we 
pledge ourselves to serve you and all human-
kind, in the cause of peace, for the relief of 
want and suffering, and for the praise of your 
name. Guide us by your Spirit; give us wis-
dom; give us courage; give us hope; and keep 
us faithful now and always.  
 
Amen. 
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Year 10 pupil Jessica and her sister had a most unusual day helping 

her fireman father with a spot of dog training! 
 

The two girls helped out their dad by agreeing to hide in some 
woods close to their home. They then had to see if some fire and 

rescue search dogs could find them! 
 

‘It was really exciting,’ said Jessica. 

 
The creative Year 10 pupil has also helped her dad paint fences and 

their shed, as well as baking for her nan and grandad, leaving the 
food on their doorstep as a surprise to keep up their spirits! 

 

Jessica has also arranged 
events over Zoom for her 

netball team so they can 
all see each other during 

this time. 
 

Well done Jessica! 

 

Parents are welcome to browse the school's Moodle at http://
moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk 
 
Click on Parent Zone > Log in as Guest User > Agree Site Policy > and 

there you are!  Parents do not need a username for the public areas of Moodle. 

 
The areas accessible to parents include pupil remote learning tasks, weekly prayers, worship, weekly 
listings of clubs, revision advice, technical support and occasional questionnaires to give feedback on 
events. 

Do direct any enquiries about moodle to moodle@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk     

Here is the Fire Ser-
vice tweet telling all 

about it! 

IT’S ONE of those questions maths teachers hear all the time.. “When will I actually 

need maths in the future?” 

Well, maths teachers in this past half term have been encouraging pupils in Years 9 

and 10 to recognise future careers where a good mathematical knowledge plays a 

significant role. 

As part of their set work pupils have been researching careers with a particular focus 

on maths and where maths is used in other, less maths-focused jobs as well. Pupils 

were also encouraged to look at the top ten skills employers look for in their future 

employees and how maths fits into many of these. Perhaps this week pupils could try 

to find examples of using maths in every-day life, or have a discussion as a family 

about how maths comes into your own, your family’s or your friends’ careers? 

http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
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PUPILS in Years 9 and 10 enrolled on the Duke of Edin-
burgh’s Award programme are encouraged not to let this 

time of lockdown prevent them from continuing with the 
programme.  

For Year 9 on Moodle under the Pupil Manager messages there is a document which informs each tutori-

al what they have missed from the Thursday afternoon Enrichment programme and the kind of activities 
you can undertake to keep these going. 

 
Year 10 pupils can also access this page to see how they can continue with their programme, perhaps 

taking on some new activities whilst under lockdown. 

 
Remember to write on your eDofE webpage what you are doing and upload photos. If anyone is having 

any trouble accessing their DofE account please contact Mrs Rackstraw via subjectsupport@saint-
michaels.lancs.sch.uk 

VOLUNTARY (1 hour a week) 

Housework – any cleaning / ironing / polish-
ing / organising which helps your family 

 
Gardening at home  

 

Helping to shop for a neighbour / family mem-
ber who is self isolating 

 
Writing a letter to a neighbour / family mem-

ber who is self isolating – to cheer them up 
 

Writing a letter / making a poster / writing a 

poem / play / song for residents at Highgrove 
House (please email these to subjectsup-

port@saint-micheals.lancs.sch.uk) 
 

Baking / cooking tea 

 
upload a video of yourself singing / playing an 

instrument that can be sent to Highgrove (see 
email) 

 
Litter pick whilst on a walk with your family 

Missing Maps: https://www.missingmaps.org 

 
Raising cause awareness 

 
Become an Age UK Digital Buddy –  

https://www.ageuk.org/get-involved/

volunteer/become-an-age-uk-digital-buddy/ 

Here are some ideas for the various Duke of 

Edinburgh’s Award sections 

PHYSICAL (1 hour a week) 

Trampolining – if you have one – learn how to som-
ersault / different types of jumps etc 

 
Walking – keep track of how many walks you go on 

and for how long 

 
Jogging 

 
Cycling – keep track of how many rides you go on 

and for how long. 
 

working out online / dancing / taking part in Joe 

Wicks (2 sessions counts as one hour) Mr Motivator 
etc 

 
Wii fit 

 

Dancing –youtube with Otimabuise,   
 

Online Zumba activities 
 

Yoga (Yoga with Adrian) 
 

Fitness challenges, eg 100 press ups, 100 sit ups 

etc 
 

Sports skills – keepy uppies / shooting baskets etc 

SKILL—(1 hour a week) 

Ask your parents to teach you something new: Cooking, baking, sewing, knitting, crocheting, DIY, 
vlogging, table top gaming – eg learn how to play chess etc  

Or teach yourself: a new language (see Duo Lingo) – keep notes of what you do in your hour 
use a recipe from online, practise an instrument , write a story / keep a journal of your feelings dur-

ing lockdown / write a poem about this period of your life, read books and write short book reviews, 

learn sign language https://www.british-sign.co.uk/  
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KEEN sewer Millie has been keeping 

her stitching skills in tune by making 
some colourful goggles sleeves. 

 
These are for Millie’s mother who is a nurse and Mil-

lie made them so the goggles do not rub on her 

mother’s ears! 
 

Millie has chosen Textiles as one of her GCSE op-
tions and Mrs Burrow commended her creativity and 

kindness. 
 

Mrs Burrow said: ‘This is such a lovely thoughtful 

and useful gift for her mum. 
 

‘It’s great to 
see pupils 

keeping their 

practical skills 
going.  

 
‘I have directed Millie to the Year 9 practical work to give her some 

more ideas and I hope to organise an online gallery so pupils can 
showcase their textile pieces.’ 

BUDDING star Harry has made an appearance on the TV 

show Doctors during this half term. 

 
The Year 8 pupil appeared on the BBC1 programme on 

April 15th, after filming in January this year. 
 

If you missed his performance you can tune in to the 
BBC1 Iplayer “Doctors” page. 

 

Well done Harry! 
 

PUPILS in Year 10, 

Shannon and Char-
lotte have been cre-

ating some amazing 
culinary delicacies for their family during lockdown.   

Just look at all 

that Shannon 
Woosey has done! 

__________________________________________________________ 

And Charlotte Clarkson in Year 10 baked this amazing cake for her family 

during lockdown. Doesn’t it look yummy! 
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If you subscribe to Netflix it is an increasingly popular 

way to watch your favourite movies and TV shows at a time that suits you. And what’s more, it’s a great 
resource to supplement your language learning.  

Yes, really! With the site being available in most countries, Netflix has been widening its material in lan-
guages other than English for years. 

 
But as a language learner, how can you use this to your advantage? 

MIRACULOUS (PG)                             

Tales of Ladybug and Cat Noir 

                                                                                            
WOLFKIN (PG) 

(The Quest for the Six Dofus Eliatropes) 
 

RABBID’S INVASION(ALL) 

 
SEVEN & ME (ALL)                    

 
GRIZZY AND THE LEMMINGS (ALL) 

 

MINI-WOLF (ALL)  
                                                                                                

ONCE UPON A TIME…LIFE  (PG)                     
                             

ROCK MY HEART (PG) 
 

BIBI AND TINA  (ALL) 

 
TRICK OR TREATERS (ALL) 

*Remember to always follow the rating guidance for any film you watch. PG=Parental Guidance. 

Mrs Cattell gives you some really 
great tips about using Netflix to 

keep your language learning  
going! 

Here is a list of films currently  
available on Netflix 

You can watch movies or television programmes made in the foreign language with English subtitles.    

e.g; Insert  `French language films`  or  `German language television programmes` into the search 
engine and see what comes up.  

You can even take this one step further by watching foreign films with subtitles in the foreign lan-

guage by changing the settings. Simply go to Audio and Subtitles. 

It is also possible to increase the amount of films or television programmes that are available in the 

target language by: 
 

Changing the language on your profile. 
You can only do this on your computer. Log in on the desktop version of Netflix, go to “Account,” 

scroll down to “My Profile” and change the language to the one you want. 

Tip: If you don’t want to have Netflix in your target language at all times, you can create 
an extra profile—e.g., “James (German)”—to use when you want to practise. You can even have 

multiple profiles in different languages if you’re learning more than one. 

Rock My heart (German: Mein wildes 

Herz)  
The plot revolves around a 17 

year old girl Jana, who has a heart condition 
but follows her dreams to jockey a race horse. 

Chef’s Table France (French) TV series 

Renowned chefs share their stories, 
inspirations and unique styles. Each 

chef`s culinary talent is explored while he or 
she prepares an awe-inspiring creation. 

Mrs Cattell’s top tips 

Saint Michael’s News 
Saint Michael's CE High School,  

Astley Road,  
Chorley,  

https://www.fluentu.com/blog/best-foreign-language-movies/
https://www.fluentu.com/blog/how-to-learn-a-language-by-watching-movies/
https://www.fluentu.com/blog/how-to-learn-a-language-by-watching-movies/
https://help.netflix.com/en/node/14164

