
 

 

 

5 May 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers  

Thank you for all that you continue to do to support your sons and daughters with their remote 

learning.  Whilst this is not the same as being in school, all that you are doing to encourage and 

support them in their learning and to maintain a daily routine will aid the transition when they are 

able to return to school; hopefully in the not too distant future. 

Friday is Bank Holiday. The early May Bank Holiday was changed from its usual position with the 

intention of commemorating the 75th anniversary of VE Day, the end of the Second World War in 

Europe. Like everything else at the moment, these commemorations will not be the public events 

that were originally planned, but nevertheless something that I am sure you will wish to discuss 

with your sons/daughters.  

Thank you to pupils and parents/carers for your fantastic response to our questionnaire survey this 

week. We value your feedback enormously and this enables us to reflect upon, evaluate and make 

further improvements to our provision. Whilst we recognise that no system is perfect, we continue 

to respond to your queries and try to ensure that we are meeting the learning needs of all pupils 

as best we can in these challenging circumstances.  Do encourage your sons and daughters to 

keep up to date with the daily messages from their Pupil Managers on Moodle. This helps to 

maintain their sense of belonging to ‘Team St Michael’s.’  
 

In addition to the learning set by teachers we know that many parents are also utilising the 

resources set by the National Academy ( https://www.thenational.academy/ ) and the BBC to 

support remote learning along with staying active with Joe Wicks. Teaching staff may also direct 

pupils to these sites in their lesson planning.  Last week we sent home details of the Church of 

England’s National Assembly which takes place each Thursday at 10.00am and we do encourage 

you to share in this time of Worship.  We hope that Year 11 pupils are utilising the resource 

booklets provided by Lancashire County Council for advice about how they can be supporting their 

future studies if they intend to continue with courses in English, mathematics or science. 

 

From September 2020 our current Year 7 and new Year 7 (current Year 6) pupils will be wearing 

St Michael’s uniform with the new skirts and trousers that were introduced in September 2019.  

Whilst it is still the intention to go ahead with the new skirts and trousers for Year 8, 9 and 10 

pupils, the present situation may result in issues with supply. The uniform suppliers, JADA, are 

hopeful that they will have sufficient stock for all year groups but will prioritise our new Year 7 

pupils. If necessary, this may cause a delay in the compulsory roll out of the new uniform to 

November or even January. Should this be the case, current Year 10 pupils will be exempt from 

the change. If you do need to replace skirts or trousers for when school re-opens we strongly 

advise purchasing the new style so as to avoid further expense later in the year. We will continue 

to monitor the situation and keep you informed.  
 

We have had a great response to the weekly sports challenges being shared on our Twitter feed 

by Mr Kohler. Please take a look if you haven’t already done so; I hope it will spur you on to some 

healthy family competitiveness!  I’m waiting to see someone smash the impressive hockey 

https://www.thenational.academy/


standard set by Ms Tait last week, but if that’s not for you, then what about this week’s climbing 

challenge? Please send any clips to homechallenges@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk 
 

In normal circumstances this would have been a very special week at St Michael’s. A week when 

we would have welcomed our Year 6 pupils and their parents/carers to Introduction Evening, and 

shared with them some of the opportunities that life at St Michael’s will bring as well as helping to 

allay some of their fears and anxieties. Although this hasn’t been possible, we hope that our new 

pupils know that we are really looking forward to them joining ‘Team St Michael’s’ and cannot wait 

to be able to welcome them through our doors. New pupils should have already received a letter 

from Mr Neville and further information will be sent in the coming days.  

 

This would have also been the week in which we held our Leavers’ Service for Year 11. A time 

when Mrs McCaffrey and I would have been wondering whether we had enough tissues, and who 

would be the first to cry! A time when Lauren and George would have been concluding their roles 

as Headgirl and Headboy by sharing some of the highlights of the last five years with you. Whilst 

we tried to give Year 11 a flavour of this on their final day in school, we pray that we will have the 

opportunity for reflection and celebrations in due course; but do wish to say to this amazing group 

of young people that we miss you so much and wish you well. The staff are working exceptionally 

hard in responding to the requirements for ‘centre assessed grades’. I am sure that you are aware 

that grades will be made available to pupils on the originally scheduled GCSE results day of 

Thursday 20 August. Details will be provided in due course when we are aware of the situation 

and expectations nationally. An update on remote learning for Year 11 pupils will also be shared 

with Year 11 parents/ carers in the coming days.  
 

Although we are not together in our school building, please remember that we are all still part of 

‘Team St Michael’s’ and that the staff are here to support you with any learning or wellbeing issues 

at this most challenging of times. The relevant email addresses are all available on the front page 

of our website should you need support. Most of our families have now received a call from a 

member of staff, but please be patient if we have not managed to contact you yet. Please keep 

school informed of any matters that affect the wellbeing of your son/daughter, as you would have 

done if school had been open. Simon, our Christian Youth Worker, is available to support pupils 

and liaise with the local clergy if this would be beneficial to you, particularly in times of family ill 

health and bereavement. He can be reached via wellbeing@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk.  If you 

have any prayer requests for our pupils or members of your family then please email these to 

prayer@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk or contact Simon via the wellbeing email. 

We know that so often our greatest growth as human beings comes in time of greatest challenge. 

It is extremely heartening and humbling to hear of all that our young people and staff are doing to 

support others at this time. Thank you to parents and carers for your messages of thanks and 

encouragement and your sense of realism as we all strive to cope with new ways of living and 

working. Thank you to all of ‘Team St Michael’s’ for your care, compassion and kindness and all 

that you seek to do to keep hope alive - remember to treat yourself with kindness too. 

  

God bless  
 

 

Mrs Jayne Jenks 

Headteacher 
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