
 

 

 

 

22 May 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

I trust that this letter finds you and your families well. Further to my letter at the start of the week 
I would now like to give you a little more information about our plans for after half term.  

 
School will remain open and offer provision for priority pupils as we have done since 23 March. 
The Department for Education say they are encouraging children in these priority groups to attend 

school if they would benefit in doing so (where there are no shielding concerns for the child or 
their household), even if parents are able to keep their children at home. If you would like further 

information about this please email wellbeing@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk 
 
The following information predominantly applies to Year 10 Pupils/Parents/Carers 

Although information from the Department for Education has been shared with primary colleagues, 
the information for secondary schools that was expected at the start of the week has still not been 
shared with schools. Additionally, an announcement from the government is expected on 28 May 

during half term. Hence, whilst we are sharing our preliminary thoughts with you, I am sure that 
you appreciate these plans are only tentative and may be subject to change. The proposals 

outlined will only take place if the five key tests set by the government have been met.  
 
Each school will respond in different ways in providing some ‘face to face support’ for Year 10. 

This is because the layout of the buildings, the availability of staff and the size of the cohort varies 
between each school. All of these factors are essential components in our risk assessment. 

 
The teaching staff have worked tirelessly throughout this period to adjust to remote learning and 
also the demands of GCSE Centre Assessed grades. They are eager to return to work to support 

the learning and wellbeing needs of our young people. I know that we all long for a return to 
normality. However, it is certain that whatever provision we offer, we are unlikely to see the return 
to a ‘normal school day’ for some time. In addition to meeting the national standards, actioning 

these proposals is also based on our comprehensive risk assessment and the proviso that we can 
implement the logistical and organisational changes needed to ensure that the school is a safe 

learning environment for pupils and staff.   
 
The guiding principles will be  

To prioritise the safety and health of children (and their families) and staff and (their families)  
To minimise the risk of transmission and infection  

To strive to support our young people by offering face to face contact to supplement their 
wellbeing and learning 
 

Organisation: 

Preliminary plans: (all of which may change)  

 Staff will be in school on one of two days for training/preparation before there is a wider 

opening of school to pupils. This will enable them to consider the addendum to the 
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behaviour for learning policy, safeguarding, health and safety and our approaches to 

wellbeing and learning in this next phase. 

 Pupils in Year 10 will return in ¼ year groups (Groups 1-4) from Monday 8 June. 

 Each group will attend in turn every 4th day. 

 Each group of 4 will be split into 4 ‘bubbles’. 

 Each bubble will be located in a different area of the school building, each with its own 

entrance point and allocated toilet facilities. 

 There will be a maximum of 15 pupils within a bubble. 

 Pupils will have an allocated seat within the room. 

 The pupils in each bubble should not mix with pupils in the other bubbles.  

 Attendance on the first occasion/first cycle will be for a shorter day 8.50-11.30.  

 There will not be access to the canteen facilities on this initial visit. 

 The focus will be two fold; firstly, pupil wellbeing and secondly, to begin to address 

learning needs and support remote learning. This is initially likely to focus on maths, 

English and science in the first instance. 

 Pupils will be expected to have their own stationery and equipment; school will not provide 

these for pupils and they will not have access to their lockers at the outset. 

 The school buses will run if there is a demand for them to do so, but further clarification is 

required in relation to this. You are aware that we are all being encouraged to walk and 

cycle where possible.  

 Pupils will be actively encouraged to wash their hands and maintain good hygiene. 

 There will be hand sanitizer available in every classroom but we would encourage pupils to 

have their own. 

 Pupils are expected to wear their full school uniform which is washed regularly. 

 Pupils are expected to socially distance at all times whilst in the school building.  

 Pupils and staff will not wear face masks or gloves in the school building. 

 The only members of staff who will be wearing PPE will be those who are caring for pupils 

who become unwell during the school day (since they will be unable to social distance). 

 Pupils and parents will be expected to support the guidelines which will be included in the 

addendum to the behaviour for learning policy. This will be shared in due course. 

If this cycle is successful we would look to enhance it by lengthening the school day and hopefully 
introduce a wider variety of learning opportunities. 

 
I am sure that you appreciate that this is a very fluid and rapidly changing situation. In reality it 
may be that these plans do not come to fruition at all. School will not consider this wider opening 

if we are not able to provide an acceptably safe environment for pupils and staff. However, we 
know that many parents are eager for their children to return to school. To help support us in our 

planning please can I ask if parents/carers of Year 10 would be kind enough to complete the 
survey by using the following link: 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=WU3e8f_wDkC-

tNWhPgCzXhMvhRLV71RCjMmrzYmSMPNUN1BWS0E5STJIMVM3SkhQOUJBMk9aWjhNOC4u 
 
It is hoped that school will receive further clarification about the situation during half term and we 

will then look to provide further updates during the week commencing 1 June. 
 

When the time comes we would strongly encourage our Year10 pupils to attend school on the 
days suggested, unless they are self-isolating or they are clinically vulnerable. However we fully 
understand that there will be other reasons why you feel that the risk is too great for your child to 

attend. Parents and children will not be penalised for non-attendance during this period. Whatever 
the situation that unfolds, it is clear that remote learning will continue for all pupils including Year 

10 after half term. Should you therefore feel that the risk of your child attending school is too 
great, you can be assured that provision for their learning will still take place. 
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Could I once again thank all parents and carers for your continued support and prayers. We often 
talk about ‘Team St Michael’s’ and never has that close partnership between home and school 

been more vital. Your kind words during what is an immensely difficult time for us all are a great 
source of motivation and comfort to the staff. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mrs Jayne Jenks 

Headteacher 

 
 


