
 

Parental Support 
Thank you to all parents for 

the vital role you play in 
‘Team St Michael’s’ and in 

supporting your child’s edu-

cation. I enjoyed meeting 
parents and carers at both 

the Year 7 and Year 10 Con-
sultation Evenings this half 

term. Parents of Year 8 pupils 

are invited to Options Even-
ing on Thursday 12 March. 

The information explained on 
this evening allows parents 

and carers to help their sons 

and daughters make in-
formed choices of the Key 

Stage 4 courses. Year 11 pu-
pils and their parents are 

warmly invited to attend Re-
vision Evening at 6.30 pm on 

Thursday 5 March where re-

vision strategies and tech-
niques will be shared. 

 
School Synergy  

We are presently in the pro-

cess of introducing a new 
communication system, 

School Synergy. Parents and 
carers in Year 7 have already 

used School Synergy to book 
appointments with members 

of staff for Consultation 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
This half term has gone 

incredibly quickly but 

smoothly and all our pupils 
have settled back into good 

learning habits and rou-
tines. I hope the contents 

of this newsletter will give 
you a flavour of life at St 

Michael’s and the extensive 

range of wider curricular 
and enrichment activities 

happening on a regular ba-
sis. 

 

Year 11 
This is a crucial time for our 

Year 11 pupils. Following 
their mock examinations 

and their reports, these 
young people now have a 

clear idea of their strengths 

and areas for improvement. 
Pupils have received a de-

tailed revision planner and 
examination timetable. 

There is no substitute for 

hard work and I thank par-
ents and carers for their 

fantastic support in ensur-
ing full attendance, that 

deadlines are met and that 

pupils attend the many and 
varied after school activities 

designed to support learn-
ing and revision. It is quite 

possible for pupils to im-
prove by one or two grades 

from this stage through 

sustained effort and com-
mitment.  

 
Charitable Giving 

As a Christian school where 

the Christian values of com-
passion, service and thank-

fulness are part of our daily 
life, I continue to be hum-

bled by the generosity of 
our pupils in their charitable 

giving. In addition to sup-

porting their year group 
charities, donations to our 

Christmas ‘Send a Cow’ ap-

peal will help make a real 
difference to people in the 

world that are less fortu-
nate than ourselves. Simi-

larly we thank you for your 
kind donations of food for 

the Living Waters Church 

food bank and we were 
also delighted to hear that 

we have been awarded a 
certificate in recognition of 

the work our Year 9 pupils 

have done with Chorley in 
Bloom as part of the Curric-

ulum Enrichment pro-
gramme. Thank you for 

your encouragement, pray-
ers and practical support. 

 

Staff 
We are delighted to wel-

come Mrs Louise Richard-
son who has taken up the 

role of Personal Assistant to 

the Headteacher and Depu-
ty Headteachers, and Mrs 

Ruth Hinck who has been 
appointed as our new Sci-

ence Technician. Our con-

gratulations also go to Mr 
Stephen Holden and his 

family on the birth of their 
new baby son Jack William. 

We also send our very best 
wishes to Mrs Elisabeth 

Lever, our Data Manager, 

who has begun her mater-
nity leave and thank both 

Mrs Nicola Melling and Mrs 
Kath Holding who are step-

ping in to assist with data 

and the school timetable in 
her absence. Similarly we 

welcome Miss Eleanor 
Palmer to the English de-

partment who is covering 
the maternity leave for Mrs 

Smith.  
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Evening. Similarly, the process is underway for 

Year 9 and we will be moving towards using this 
system with all year groups in the future. Infor-

mation regarding how to access Synergy will be 
shared with Year 8 shortly in advance of their Consultation Evening on 19 March. This system is being 

introduced as a rolling programme and will aid home school communication and continue to strengthen 

the vital home- school partnership. 
 

Thank you to all parents and carers who are supporting their child’s education by not taking their chil-
dren out of school during term time for family holidays. Attendance really does matter and there is a 

clear correlation between time spent in school and attainment. I am unable to authorise holiday requests 
and leave of absence can only be authorised in exceptional circumstances. I thank you once again for 

your support in this matter.  

 
Please may I respectfully remind parents and carers not to arrive at school to see a member of staff 

without first making an appointment. Most teachers, including Pupil Managers, do teach all day.   
 

Uniform and Appearance 

 
Thank you for your continued support in helping to meet our high expectations and standards of uni-

form. This is again just a reminder that from September 2020 the new skirt which has been introduced 
for all new Year 7 girls at the start of this year will be compulsory for all girls and ‘St Michael’s trou-

sers’ must also be worn by all boys. Hair must be of a naturally occurring shade. No shaven heads 
(no shorter than a number 2 sides and back). No lines cut into the hair or extreme fashion styles. Plain 

hair bands/slides-black only. 

 
The success of our pupils is to a great extent dependent on the strong relationships, mutual respect and 

trust developed between school, parents and carers. Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

 
J L Jenks 

THIS HALF term, thanks must go to Mrs Hooley, Mrs Vi-

vash, Mr Egelnick, Miss Curtis and Mrs Jenks for leading 

our collective worships. It is great to have such a wide 
and varied selection of staff willing and able to lead us in 

this and who put in so much time and effort to prepare.  
 

Since Christmas we have looked at topics including Grow-
ing in Spirit, the persecuted Church, John Kirkby and 

Christians Against Poverty, Holocaust, Courageous Advo-

cacy and Love.  
 

It has also been a real pleasure to welcome several visit-
ing Clergy, including Revd James Gwyn-Thomas from Buckshaw Village Church and Revd Edmund Straszak 

from Chorley All Saints, who have led our morning Eucharists.  

 
Everyone is welcome to come and see our Collective Worship or take part in one of our Eucharists; but if 

you’d like to attend we would ask that you contact Simon (our Christian Youth Worker) via the school office 
no less than 48 hours beforehand.  

 
Collective Worship takes place each school day, and our morning Eucharists are monthly, with extra 

lunchtime services during Advent and Lent. Details are on the School website.  

Our Christian Youth 
Worker, Simon, 

writes: 
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OUR YOUNG netballers have represented Lancashire, 

with the Under 16 team now the 4th best team in the 
county. 

 
The under 14 and under 16 netball teams went to Wright Robinson College in Manchester to compete in 

the north-west round of the English schools netball tournament. They were competing here after winning 

the Lancashire round in November.  
 

Curriculum Leader for PE, Mrs Dempster, said: ‘Both teams played some outstanding netball and the under 
14 team gained some great experience for the next competition in Year 11, finishing in the top eight of the 

North West. 
 

‘The under 16 team reached the semi-finals, performing brilliantly and they are now able to proudly call 

themselves the fourth best team in the north-west of England.  
 

‘A fantastic day of netball and we are unbelievably proud to have these girls representing our school. 

Thanks to all the wonderful parents who came and supported.’ 

YEAR 7 and 8 cricketers will be representing Chorley after 

winning the Chorley and Dis-
trict Cricket Competition. 

 
Curriculum Leader for PE, Mrs Dempster, said: ‘St Michael’s were in a 

straight final with Parklands’ Year 7 and 8 team. After some excellent fielding 

and bowling we reduced Parklands to 28 all out and then with some out-
standing batting went on to score 49 for two and win the tournament.  

 
‘For many of these girls it was the first time in a competitive cricket match 

for school and so this is a fantastic achievement. Well done to all.’  

WE WOULD be delighted to hear from anyone who is able to donate 

camping equipment to school. 

The new Year 9 Curriculum Enrichment programme will culminate in July 

with pupils in the entire year group offered the chance to take part in 

their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh expedition. 

School presently has a small number of tents and trangias (outdoor cook-

ing stoves) but in order to facilitate a larger number of our pupils to take 

part, we are looking to increase these vital resources. 

We would also be very grateful for any donations of large rucksacks (around 65L), sleeping bags, sleeping 

mats and any outdoor clothes including walking boots, to help all children to take part. 

Achieving the Bronze DofE Award is an incredible opportunity which will help our pupils become the best 

person they can be and have high aspirations for the future. By July, 

they will all have completed their Voluntary, Skills and Physical sections 

of the Award and will just have their expedition to complete. 

They are learning expedition skills on a Thursday afternoon during the 

carousel of activities. 

Thank you to all parents and friends of St Michael’s who have already 

sent in donations of rucksacks and tents. We are incredibly grateful for 

your kind assistance! Any donations can be brought into the front office. 
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THIS December, every year group took part in the festive 

annual carols in the Quad. Each morning Mr White and the 

talented brass band accompanied the carolling. 

The enthusiastic show of community and companionship 

demonstrated the special bond that each St Michael student shares with one another.  

The traditional carols in the quad was an enjoyable and jolly experience for all pupils. Despite the light 

rain, the carolling set a warm mood for the upcoming Christmas celebrations, and did not dampen the 

school’s spirit. 

One of the most dedicated carol students, Lewis Jordan from Year 9, stated: ‘The carols filled me with 

joy as I sang with my fellow students. It helped me to become closer with God as I sang about our sav-

iour’s birth.’ __________________________________________________________________________ 

Over the wonderful week before Christmas, the whole school came together to take part in this festive 

activity of Carols in the Quad.  
 

Located in the Quad of St Michael’s High School, a private space for 
Year 11s, this activity was to raise the school’s Christmas spirit, each 

year separately sang a total of four carols accompanied by the brass 

band. 
 

Even the horrific weather of the week couldn’t dampen the school’s spir-
it. Whilst raining cats and dogs, each year group sang their hearts out.  

 

Lauren Waddington told us in an interview: ‘It was an amazing experi-
ence for all students.’ 

 
Daniel from tutorial 901 said: ‘The carols were a nice time to get together as a whole year.’ 

Whilst Neil told us: “It was a unique experience for the whole of Year 9 and I am looking forward to 
next year’s Carol in the Quad.’ 

 

Luckily for us, this ecstatic experience happens every year around Christmas time and gets progressively 
better each year. ______________________________________________________________________ 

THURSDAY 12 December saw a calming night 
of traditional readings, carols and prayers at 

Adlington St Paul’s Church.  

 
Hughes tutorial, the Armstrong choir and the brass band helped to bring in a large congregation to fill 

the church.  
 

In school, during the last week of term, there were also some musicians busking in the foyer to raise 
funds for this year’s chosen charity, Send a Cow. The band, choir and other small ensembles each took 

a turn to sing for charity and helped contribute to the total amount the school raised as a collective, 

which was approximately £1171.00. 
 

Each year group took a morning to raise the Christmas spirit by singing in the Quad to brighten every-

one’s spirits. They were serenaded by brass players and the music teachers as conductors.  

Some of the teachers were sporting festive hats and one pupil said after the event: ‘It was very energet-

ic. The best parts were the loudest!’ 

On December 19 post-lunch break, the lower school Years 7 and 8, brought in their best disco get-ups 

and bounced around the hall, showing off their best dance moves, chaperoned by festively-dressed Year 

11 prefects who were wearing memorably designed Christmas jumpers. A pupil in Year 9 said that her 

favourite jumper: ‘was the one that had the brightest colours because it lifted everyone’s spirits.’                            

Year 9 are writing stories as part of their 
new Curriculum Enrichment programme. 

Here are two stories they have researched 

and written themselves. Researching and 
writing stories and learning about photog-
raphy is contributing to their Duke of Edin-

burgh’s Award ‘skill’ section. 

By Lauren Waddington and Eve McElhinney 

By James Towers 

Erin Blunt writes about the Christmas celebrations 
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AS PART of Safe Internet Day on the 11th February, we are celebrating online safety for the whole week. 
 

The theme of the week is #FreeToBe – exploring whether young people feel free to be themselves 

online. 

 
We will explore how young people manage their online identity, and how the internet shapes how they 

think of themselves and others. We will look at whether the internet allows young people to experiment 
and express themselves, or if they feel limited in who they can be online. 
 

Within this week we will have Lancashire Cyber Crime Unit visiting school delivering our assemblies 
across all year groups.  
 

There will be Online Safety lessons during our Living Education sessions and quizzes during our guid-
ance sessions.  
 

Leaflets, resources and mindfulness colouring will be available in our library at break and lunch times. 
  

In addition, we want to encourage pupils to try a ‘social media silence’ for anything up to a week and to 

try to notice if this affects how they feel and their self-esteem.  
 

The charities committee have organised this week and worked hard to organise the E-silence for years 8
-11, whereby St Michael’s pupils will be sponsored to give up social media for a week to raise money for 

our chosen year group charities.  

YEAR 9 keen cyclist Alice is cur-

rently in second place in the Un-
der 14 girls North West Cy-

clocross League.   
 

She has taken part in four national level races across Eng-

land, Scotland and Wales during the past three months and 
has qualified for the National Cyclocross Championships in  

Shrewsbury.   
 

She is currently ranked 23rd in the country and her entry has 
been sponsored by Helen Wyman (ex British Women’s Cy-

clocross Champion) as part of the HelenWyman 100.   

 
Alice has also been accepted into the British Cycling Moun-

tain Biking Regional School of Racing.  
 

She joined a cycling club when she was only six years old and her father is also a keen cyclist.  

Alice said: ‘Cyclocross is when you race around a muddy field for about half an hour on a road bike but 
one that has mountain bike tyres. It’s horrible, it’s muddy and it’s cold … but it’s fun!’ 

Parents are welcome to browse the school's Moodle at http://
moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk 
 
Click on Parent Zone > Log in as Guest User > Agree Site Policy > and 

there you are!  Parents do not need a username for the public areas of Moodle. 
 
The areas accessible to parents include weekly prayers, worship, weekly listings of clubs, revision ad-

vice, technical support and occasional questionnaires to give feedback on events. 
 
Pupils can visit Moodle Club in H7 on any day of the week at lunchtime throughout the year for advice, 
support in accessing home learning, and the resolution of password concerns. 

Do direct any enquiries about moodle to moodle@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk     

http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
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IN January, we 

were delighted to 
welcome Bill Baillee, Olympic and Regional Handball 

coach, into school to coach our Year 11 GCSE PE pupils. 
 

With a clear focus on preparation for the upcoming moderation, our pupils worked fantastically well with 

Bill asking questions and using his expertise to ensure they met challenging criteria set in the GCSE syl-
labus.  

 
Bill was also there to encourage our pupils to take up a relatively new sport and for all to enjoy a fast 

paced and explosive game.  
 

Mr Kohler said: ‘It was a privilege to have Bill with us. We all learned from him and he was very compli-

mentary of our pupils’ skill level as well as the way they conducted themselves.’  
 

Bill is actually the coach of Year 11 Regional Handball superstar Sadie Kirk, and we hope this link with 
Bill, forged from Sadie, is something that can be built on in the years to come at St Michael’s.  

 

We thank Bill Baillee again for coming in to support us at St Michael’s and wish our Year 11 GCSE PE 
cohort the best of luck in their moderation! 

On Thursday 12 December, St Michael’s held a general 

election debate which was a spectacular success.  
The Conservatives thrashed the competition by a whopping landslide of 20 more people!  

 

The Conservatives were represented by Oscar Primes and each had two minutes of speaking but fortu-
nately, this created a positive atmosphere unlike the House of Commons!  

  
We asked a few people about their thoughts and feelings about the topic.  

 
Mrs Brotherton, Curriculum Leader for Living Education, said: ‘There was a fantastic atmosphere all 

around and it was brilliant to see the pupils getting involved!’ 

 
Gary, from Year 9, said: ‘Maybe this will make people want to 

learn about politics!’  
 

Steve, from Year 7, said: ‘I feel like I understood politics a lot 

more with this wonderful experience!’ 
 

We are hoping there will be more of these since they were well 
received and a fun time to learn about politics especially when 

compared to learning about the House of Commons with pen and 
paper! 

On December 15, 33 pupils went 

to Manchester Z Arts Centre and 
performed an outstanding show of 

Henry V, as part of the Shake-
speare for Schools Festival 2019.  

 

After a lot of hard work in rehearsals, the show came together and pleased the crowd. It was an amaz-
ing night and not only did everyone have the chance to enjoy the performance by St Michael’s but also 

enjoy the spectacular performances by other schools including Fallibroome Academy. 
 

Drama teacher, Miss Forrest, said: ‘I was very proud as they worked really hard and pulled off an im-
pressive performance and they brought a tear to my eye because of how amazing their acting was.’ 

 

Due to an amazing performance this year, the performing arts department cannot wait for their next 

opportunity to put on a great show of a Shakespeare play in 2021. 

Grace Simpson writes about the Shakespeare Festival 

Ethan Tattersall writes about the school general election 

PE teacher, Mr Kohler, writes: 
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YEAR 9 pupil Jack has 

just found out that he 
has broken the all time 

Under 15 indoor UK  

triple jump record that has stood since 1997.   

 
He competed in the Northern Athletics Indoor Championships in Shef-

field in the Under 17 level and won a silver with a personal best of 
12.95m. He was the best Under 15 in this category! 

 
Jack trains with Wigan Harriers and has only been with them for a 

year! 

 
He also competes in high jump, hurdles and sprint and joined the club 

when he realised in school that he seemed to have a particular talent 
for athletics! 

 

He is taking part in the National Championships, again in Sheffield in 
two weeks and already has high hopes of being in the Olympics when 

he is older! 
Well done Jack!! 

TWO pupils have been awarded 

with creating the ‘Artwork of the 

Month’ this half term.  

The pictures below were made by Year 9 pupil Niamh Haskell, who created an 

illustration for the poem by Wilfrid Owen, ‘Dulce et decorum est.’ The brief was to 

design a ‘tunnel book’; the viewer is able to see through the book to the following 

pages. These pictures show the book at various stages. 

Artwork of the Month at Key Stage 3 goes to Ayesha Chaudhry. She has shown 

excellent creativity with her 

presentation on her Still 

Life Information page.  

She was commended on 

her use of light, medium 

and dark tones and grada-

tion on her Sarah Graham 

inspired pencil piece. 

Well done to both young 

artists! 

TALENTED linguists were tempted to try an A 

Level style lesson when Newman College 
came to call! 

 
Further education teachers Sally and Alison came to lead sessions in both French and German, with more 

than 20 pupils in Years 10 and 11 staying for a little extra language learning! 

 
Curriculum Leader for MFL, Miss Nicholson, said: ‘All the pupils felt they gained a lot from the experience.  

 
‘Four former St Michael’s pupils who currently study a language at Newman also came in to help pupils 

with the lesson and then answered questions about languages at college and other aspects of college 
life.’ 
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OUR Year 10 GCSE Food Preparation and 

Nutrition pupils have been showcasing their 
technical skills by preparing individual 

sponge puddings and accompaniments.  

 
Technical skills demonstrated include portion control, decorat-

ing and food 
styling. A 

range of dish-
es were pro-

duced includ-

ing individual 
pineapple up-

side down 
pudding and sauce, mini sticky toffee pudding with but-

terscotch sauce and mini chocolate sponge puddings 

with cream.  
 

Here some of the delicious finished dishes. 

WE WOULD be incredibly grateful for any donations of 

fabric for our Year 9 Curriculum Enrichment programme. 

 
Year 9 pupils are learning how to do patchwork and are 

making blankets for children’s and animal charities, but 
their supplies are running out! 

 
Any donations can be brought to the front office. We re-

ally appreciate anything that can be used, including old 

sheets and curtains! Year 9 pupils proudly displaying their blanket 

THANK you everyone for the 

kind donations for the chari-
ties that we are supporting 

in school. 
 

Pupils in school raised approximately £1,200 for the Send a Cow Ap-

peal at Christmas which will go towards helping families in poorer 
countries. 

 
We have also been accepting kind donations of food 

which we will be taking to the Living Waters Food 
Bank in Chorley. 

 

Growing in mind and spirit 

Saint Michael’s News 
Saint Michael's CE High School,  

Astley Road,  
Chorley,  


