
their family well! We offer our 

gratitude to former member 
of staff Mrs Valerie Smiles 

who has stepped in to pro-
vide maternity cover for the 

RE department this half term.  

 
Parental Support 

 
Thank you to all parents for 

the vital role you play in 

‘Team St Michael’s’ and in 
supporting your child’s edu-

cation. Gary Wilson, guest 
speaker at the recent evening 

’Helping Boys Succeed’ 

acknowledged that this was 
the best attended evening for 

parents he had led at any 
school in the country! I also 

enjoyed meeting parents at 
Year 10 Consultation Evening 

at the start of term and look 

forward to welcoming Year 7 
parents to our Year 7 Consul-

tation Evening on Thursday. 
Parents of Year 8 pupils are 

invited to Options Evening on 

Thursday 14 March at 
6.30pm. The information ex-

plained on this evening al-
lows parents and carers to 

help their sons and daughters 
make informed choices of the 

Key Stage 4 courses. Year 11 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I hope the contents of this 

Newsletter will give you a 
flavour of life at St Michael’s 

and the wide range of extra
-curricular and enrichment 

activities happening on a 
regular basis. 

 

Westside Story 
Thank you to all who at-

tended our amazing pro-
duction of West Side Story. 

We were delighted to wel-

come so many parents, car-
ers, friends and members of 

the community to celebrate 
the talents of so many of 

our young people. The Per-
forming Arts Department 

once again excelled in 

providing such wonderful 
opportunities for our young 

people to truly shine. This is 
‘Team St Michael’s’ at its 

best and a reminder of our 

mission to provide opportu-
nities for growth in body, 

mind and spirit. I know that 
the memories of this show 

will live with the young peo-

ple involved forever. ‘Thank 
you’ seems inadequate to 

express my gratitude to all 
those who made this fan-

tastic experience possible.   
Year 11 

This is a crucial time for our 

Year 11 pupils. These 
young people are a very 

special year group who add 
so much to the life of St 

Michael’s. Following their 

mock examinations and 
their reports, they now 

have a clear idea of their 
strengths and areas for im-

provement. Pupils have re-
ceived a detailed revision 

planner and examination 

timetable. There is no sub-
stitute for hard work and I 

thank parents and carers 

for their fantastic support in 
ensuring full attendance, 

that deadlines are met and 
that pupils attend the many 

and varied after school ac-
tivities designed to support 

learning and revision. It is 

quite possible for pupils to 
improve by one or two 

grades from this stage 
through sustained effort 

and commitment.  

 
Charitable Giving 

As a Christian school where 
the Christian values of com-

passion, service and thank-
fulness are part of our daily 

life, I continue to be hum-

bled by the generosity of 
our pupils in their charitable 

giving. Not only do our pu-
pils raise money for many 

charities individually outside 

of school but also gener-
ously support those within 

school. Our Christmas ‘Send 
a Cow’ appeal, will help 

make a real difference to 

people in the world that are 
less fortunate than our-

selves. Very much connect-
ed with this, pupils, togeth-

er with our Christian Youth 
Worker, Simon, will be re-

launching our Fairtrade 

Cafes next half term to 
raise awareness and funds 

for this worthwhile organi-
sation. Thank you for your 

encouragement, prayers 

and practical support. 
Staff 

We are delighted to an-
nounce that Mrs Amanda 

Ferguson has given birth to 
twin boys, Daniel and Wil-

liam; we wish them and 
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pupils and their parents are warmly invited to 

attend Revision Evening at 6.30 pm on Thurs-
day 7 March.  

 
Please may I respectfully remind parents and carers not to arrive at school to see a member of staff 

without first making an appointment. Most teachers, including Pupil Managers, do teach all day.   

 
Thank you to all parents and carers who are supporting their child’s education by not taking their chil-

dren out of school during term time for family holidays. Attendance really does matter and there is a 
clear correlation between time spent in school and attainment. I remind parents that I am unable to au-

thorise holiday requests and that leave of absence can only be authorised in exceptional circumstances. I 
thank you once again for your support in this matter.  

 

Uniform and Appearance 
Thank you for your continued support in helping to meet our high expectations and standards of uni-

form. School ties should be clip on and free from graffiti, boys trousers must be of a traditional style (not 
skinny fit) and girls’ skirts should be no more than three inches above the knee. Please can I remind you 

of the importance of labelling all individual items? We fill a large ‘lost property’ box with uniform every 

week and it is proving impossible to return items to their rightful owners.  
 

Hair must be of a naturally occurring shade. No shaven heads (no shorter than a number 2 sides and 
back). No lines cut into the hair or extreme fashion styles. Plain hair bands/slides-black only. 

 

The success of our pupils is to a great extent dependent on the strong relationships, mutual respect and 
trust developed between school, parents and carers. Thank you for your continued support.  

Yours sincerely 
 

Mrs J Jenks 

 Headteacher 

 
I had the pleasure of returning to Saint Michael's this week 

with other former pupils, Alex, Christine, Tom, and Julie, to 
chat to Years 10 and 11 about Oxford and Cambridge Uni-

versities. Each of us applied to and are currently studying 

at one of these universities, having been supported in our 
academic development during our five years at St 

Michael's. 
 

We answered questions about our experiences of Year 

11, GCSE mocks, GCSE examinations, choosing a college, 
and applying to university. Current pupils asked us some 

fantastic questions, meaning we were able to debunk 
myths surrounding university fees and the types of people 

who get into Oxford and Cambridge Universities, and offer 
advice on time management and coping with stress. 

I am currently studying Theology and Religion at Keble College, Oxford, having been inspired to con-

tinue thinking about these subjects beyond our RE classes at Saint Michael's. I chose to take A Levels 
in Religious Studies, German, and English, and an Extended Project Qualification at Cardinal Newman 

College, gaining the 4 A* grades I needed to be able to confirm my place at Oxford. It was great to 
be able to show current pupils that achieving a place at a top university is not beyond their reach, 

and to encourage them to believe in their own abilities! 

In December we were delighted to welcome several high 
flying past pupils to school who now attend Oxford or 
Cambridge Universities. They spoke and answered ques-
tions with Year 10 and Year 11, enthusing them with 
high aspirations and  giving them information them bout 
life at college. Katie Winstanley writes... 
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PUPILS from St 

Michael’s joined local 
dignitaries for a com-

memorative service to 
mark the Holocaust. 

 

Georgia and Simon represented school both at Chorley Cenotaph and at the 
Town Hall. Georgia read a moving poem she had written herself on the 

journey home from the school trip to Auschwitz last October. Simon read an 
equally as moving poem written by Year 10 pupil Rachel Yovan. 

 
Prayers and lessons were also shared in an outdoor service in Astley Park 

with representatives present from schools including Holy Cross, Southlands, 

Parklands and Leyland St Mary’s. The Mayor of Chorley and the Rt Hon Sir 
Lindsay Hoyle MP was 

also present, as were 
members of the local 

clergy. 

 
Wreaths were laid at the cenotaph before everyone 

moved to Chorley town hall, where more poignant 
memories and experiences of the 

Holocaust were shared, 
poems read and candles lit. 

 

Growing in spirit 

Our pupils join those from other schools in  
commemorating the Holocaust. 

YEAR 10 pupil Matthew is celebrating athletic success, as he is now the 3rd best national hammer 

thrower in his age category! 
 

Matthew decided to improve his athletic prowess after coming 4th at 
Robin Park in the discus. 

 
‘I decided that wasn’t good enough’ he said. ‘So I asked my mum 

could she take me to a club to get better.’ 

 
Matthew joined the Blackburn Harriers where he now trains four to 

five times a week. He started throwing the hammer as well as the 
discus two years ago and has literally gone from strength to strength! 

 

He won a gold medal in the first competition where he entered the 
hammer throw, he is now 22nd in the country for discus and recently 

threw the hammer 56 metres in a competition, making him 3rd best in 
the country. 

 
He is very ambitious to im-

prove still further. 

 
We wish him lots of luck in 

future competitions! 
 

 

 
Growing in body Matthew at work! 
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Growing in spirit 

EXPERT Gary Wilson came to St 

Michael’s this half term to share his 
research and knowledge about how 

to motivate boys. 
Gary spoke at the School Improvement Meeting with staff before delivering similar advice to parents, 

with more than 300 parents of boys attending the meeting! 

 
He gave tips on how to encourage boys to be independent, emphasising to parents the importance of 

boys taking part in activities where they can succeed and to limit their leisure time in front of the screen! 
 

He also encouraged parents to be positive role models for reading and particularly promote fiction read-
ing with their boys.  

 

Other tips included: 
 Spend time with them 

 Honour tender feelings 

 Give boys a system 

 Housework—we really disable boys if we do everything for them! 

 Show them what a decent man is! 

YEAR 11 pupils have once again 

been leading the way in raising 
money for worthwhile local chari-

ties with their band Dumbstruck. 
 

Ellie Hollings, Zach Eccleston, Jack Riley, Tom Marrow, George Baldwin and Bob Tinsley raised more 

than £500 for Help the Homeless by organising a charity night. 
 

They worked together to hire a venue, print and sell tick-
ets, bake cakes and arrange a raffle, as well as provide 

musical entertainment during two 30 minute sets on the 
evening. 

 

Representatives from Help the Homeless were delighted 
to receive the donation! 

 
The group have another charity evening planned at 

Chorley Cricket Club 

on February 16th 
where they will be 

raising money for 
the Rosemere Can-

cer Foundation. 
 

Well done Dumb-

struck! A fantastic achievement! 

Dumbstruck handing over the donation 

Parents are welcome to browse the school's Moodle at http://
moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk 
 
Click on Parent Zone > Log in as Guest User > Agree Site Policy > and 

there you are!  Parents do not need a username for the public areas of Moodle. 
 
The areas accessible to parents include weekly prayers, worship, weekly listings of clubs, revision ad-
vice, technical support and occasional questionnaires to give feedback on events. 
 
Pupils can visit Moodle Club in H7 on any day of the week at lunchtime throughout the year for advice, 
support in accessing home learning, and the resolution of password concerns. 

Do direct any enquiries about moodle to moodle@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk     

http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
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YOUNG engi-

neers in Year 
8 have taken 

part in a STEM 
workshop at Runshaw Adult College this half term.  

 

They took part in 
many practical chal-

lenges including creat-
ing a car controlled by 

light and a pocket 
torch.  

 

A great day was had 
by all! 

OUR GIRLS are just crack-

ing at cricket! 
 

The Under 13s girls’ cricket 
team competed in their first 

ever indoor cricket competition at Southlands against other schools in the district last week. 

 
Cricket has proved a new and 

popular sport amongst the ladies 
at St Michael’s and their fantastic 

achievement means they are now district champions and will compete 
in the county round next half term. 

 

PE teacher, Mrs Brunsden, said: ‘The girls involved were outstanding 
and demonstrated fantastic skill level and teamwork.  

 
‘Their commitment and hard work at practices has been excellent and 

they showed great sportsmanship throughout.   

 
‘Congratulations to all the girls involved and good luck in the next 

round!’ 

Growing in body and spirit 

For updates and reminders or just to keep in 
touch... why not follow us: @SaintMichaelsCE    

Taking part in the STEM challenges 

Our amazing dodgeball team! 

GOLD and silver medals 

were won by our dodge-
ball teams when they 

took on the other schools 
in Chorley in the District competition. 

 

The Year 8 girls’ team won gold and the boys scooped silver in the 
championship which took place last week at Parkland’s High School. 

 
Curriculum Leader for PE, Mrs Dempster, said: ‘The teams had 

some extremely intense competition, incredible bumps and bruises 
and unreal catches, but they came away victorious! 

 

‘Well done to everyone involved!’ 
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The game 
kicked off at 2.30 and was 30 minutes each way. The 

starting formation was 3:3:2 which seemed to work in their favour as the game progressed.  
 

The game began with the team facing awful weather conditions but they pushed through and kept go-
ing. However, to their misery, 16 minutes into the game St Augustine’s scored a goal due to shoddy 

defending. Despite this goal, St Michael’s kept their heads held high as they knew they were in touch-

ing distance of the quarter finals. 
 

When half time came, the score was 0-1 and St Michael’s knew that something had to change. The 
mood was intense. At 3.13 St Michael’s won a corner taken by Ben H. The ball was launched into the 

box and Ben C coming up from the centre back, darted across towards the front post winning his team 

a penalty from taking an arm to the face. Sam K took the penalty, slotting the ball into the bottom left, 
which evened out the score to 1-1. 

 
The lads started going through the gears and five minutes later turned the game around by Sam K 

making it a 2-1 lead. Another corner was taken and by a strike of luck Matt C potted a goal for the St 
Michael’s team. St Augustine’s had a lot to bring it back, with only a short amount for the game left.      

St Michael’s had to keep their defence strong to keep the game on a high. 

 
More support was building as the pressure grew. Time was moving quickly and if St Augustine’s want-

ed to win this game over, they would have to really pick up the pace. Due to the goal difference, St 
Augustine’s started to apply pressure on the defence, leaving the attack for St Michael’s wide open. 

 

The ball broke to Ethan on the left wing and he volleyed a peach of a pass over the top to Tom B, and 
with his first touch, powered the ball through the keeper’s legs, clinching victory for St Michael’s.  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

‘We beat them 

black and 

blue, they left with bruised egos’ 

 

Set in a surging storm, on the 5th February 2019 St 
Michael’s overcame St Augustine’s usually formidable 

team. This end to end game varied in skill, pace and 
tactical decisions. 

 

The disgraceful British weather resulted in an undeniably mud-ridden pitch. Despite the hammering 
rain and violent wind, both teams pursued consistently impressive playing. 

 
The sharp blow of the referee’s whistle cut through the tension as the game began. The first half saw 

many opportunities for both teams with constant counter attacks. A wave of adrenalin rushed through 
the pitch as the first goal was scored by St Augustine’s, seventeen minutes into the intense match.  

 

St Michael’s quickly retaliated with a shot against St Augustine’s, however they were denied the pleas-
ure of making it 1-1 by the indispensable goal keeper, although not all hope was lost for St Michael’s 

as they had several near misses and were sure to score soon. 
 

The one nil deficit of St Michael’s hung like a ten tonne weight over the heads of the players as the 

second half commenced. A poorly aimed shot on behalf of St Augustine’s set the game into perspective 
as St Michael’s began to dominate.  

 
As the ball was retrieved from the bushes, St Michael’s gained valuable time to discuss tactics to finally 

achieve the goal they deserved. 

On Tuesday 5 February our St Michael’s Year 10 

football team went head to head  with St Augustine’s 
RC High School, Clitheroe. Members of 10A English 

have provided match reports. 

Growing in body, mind and spirit 

By Megan Norris, Olivia Hackett, Ben Clarke,  
Jessica Pilkington and Archie Swinscoe 

By Ella Macrae, Sadie Kirk, Joe Greenway 
and Lydia Berry 
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ON THE penultimate day of term in December, Mr 

Kohler and Mr Hayes took our Year 7/8 Basketball 

team to Albany High School to debut in the National 
JNBA League.  

 
Our linked NBA Team is the LA Clippers and we 

donned their kit and colours in a fantastic showdown 
with other North West Schools.  

 

Our young team competed extremely well but faced an experienced 
Albany team and unfortunately came second in a great showcase for Chorley Basketball.  

 
In our second match against Southlands, we reversed our misfortunes and ran in winners in a very close 

encounter with a standout performance from Theo Waugh who worked extremely hard on court.  

WITH NO rugby fixtures for a while due to weather, it has 

been a term full of training, but we were delighted to welcome 
back Danny Fullerton from Wigan Warriors, into many lessons 

with both our boys and girls across a number of different year 
groups.  

 

We are extremely lucky to have so many contact hours with Danny and his support for Rugby League in 
Chorley is outstanding.  

 
Danny said about St Michael’s: ‘Always a pleasure to come and deliver rugby in St Michael’s. The staff and 

pupils are very welcoming and enjoy the Warriors rugby sessions.  
 

‘I’m looking forward to the next few terms and supporting the school with fixtures in the Chorley area.’ 

As the warmer weather starts to make an appearance, we look forward to putting into action everything we 
have been going through on the training field.  

Growing in body and spirit 

OUR YEAR 7/8 cricket team have been training regularly over this 

term with both lunchtime and after school clubs being very well at-
tended.  

 
The training culminated in a fantastic showcase of cricket at Parklands High School on Tuesday 5 February.  

 

A fantastic team performance was key and was what allowed us to be so competitive. Great fielding, com-
munication in the field and backing up were all implemented directly from the training sessions from Mr 

Kohler and Mr Marston- Yim.  
 

There were stand-out performances from Owen Kellett, who bowled and batted fantastically well, and Will 
Ashworth, who bowled excellently.   

 

We lost in dramatic style as Parklands needed two runs of the final ball – which they got! However, due to 
other side of the draw, we entered into a semi-final the following day. 

 
We were drawn against Bishops in the semi-final and posted a score of 39 as we batted well.  

 

In another thrilling and tight encounter, Bishops needed 8 of the final over, which they managed to get 
with two balls to spare.  

 
Our boys learned a lot from the exciting couple of days and will get back into training turning the losses 

into victories next time. We hope this group get some more cricketing opportunities in the summer months. 
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A FABULOUS finger clicking array of totally talented 

performers led the audience through an roller 
coaster of emotions with their amazing perfor-

mance of West Side Story. 
 

More than 100 young performers from all year groups took 

to the stage in the biennial school production. 
 

Tickets sold out fast and 
the pupils entertained a 

full auditorium every 
night from Wednesday to 

Saturday. 

 
Our young singers and 

musicians commendably 
tackled the extremely 

complex rhythms of the 

terribly technical musical 
score by Leonard Bern-

stein whilst dancers and actors showcased their versatility in the dance routines, choreographed fight 
scenes and mastery of both American and Spanish accents! 

 
The storyline, a take on Romeo and Juliet set in Manhatten in the 50s, tells of the love between Maria and 

Tony, members of rival gangs, the Jets and the Sharks. 

 
Themes such as social delinquency, clan hatred and young love 

were brought to the fore with some amazing performances by 
our young stars, who brought the audience to tears! 

 

Show producer and Curriculum Leader for Performing Arts, Mrs 
Cunningham, said: ‘The realisation of West Side Story has been 

the result of immense commitment and teamwork and it has 
been a pleasure and a privilege to manage such a dedicated 

and inventive production team with young people and staff 

working towards a common goal. 
 

‘They have worked together tirelessly to bring out the very best in each other, nurturing talent, mastering 
skills, instilling confidence and self belief and reaching standards that were seemingly beyond their capabil-

ities. 
 

‘The determination to succeed and do justice to this wonderful musical inspired us to pursue excellence in 

performance and uphold the fine reputation that St Michael’s enjoys. 
 

‘As always the project has reached out to many areas of school life and has helped support that special 
ethos of the school where the Performing Arts are respected and valued. 

 

‘The enormity of the challenge we faced 
earlier in the year has been met and all 

involved will be better people for having 
shared the experience.’ 

Growing in body, mind and spirit 
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Growing in spirit 
Simon meeting the Charities Committee members 

OUR badminton teams have had an extremely 

successful half term. 
 

On Tuesday 8 January the Under 14 and Un-
der 16 boys badminton teams played in the County Fi-

nals at Robin Park in Wigan.  

The Under 14 boys came 4th and the Under 16 boys 

came 7th.  
 

On Wednesday 9 January the Under 14 girls and Under 16 girls badminton teams also played in the County 
Finals at Robin Park in Wigan.  

 

The Under 
16 girls 

came 2nd 
and the Un-

der 14 girls 

won so will 
therefore go 

on to repre-
sent Lanca-

shire in 

March at the 
Regional 

Finals in 
Manchester.  

Organiser, Mrs Rothwell, said: ‘They all played extremely well and were a credit to the school. A huge well 
done to all teams!’ 

A HUGE thank you to everyone who supports 

fund raising at St Michael’s. 
 

This year we are delighted to announce that 
we sent an incredible £1,277.37 to our Christmas Appeal, Send a Cow, which saw pupils in all tutorials do-

nate money to this important appeal. 

 
The money raised will enable not only cows, but other livestock to be bought for families in Uganda. 

 
We have received a letter from the charity thanking us for our donations. 

 
They write: ‘Our projects provide families with all of the seeds, tools and training they need to escape pov-

erty for good. Once they are confidently growing crops, feeding their families, they will be able to generate 

an income from selling vegetables and produce at market. At last, they will be able to buy their children 
essential supplies like uniform and books, so that children can stay in school and realise their dreams. 

 
‘A big thank you for you amazing donation and for celebrating Christmas with Send a Cow!’ 


