
Awards. This was in recogni-

tion of both the commitment 
school has to the Award with 

our Year 10s and 11s, but 
especially the new Enrich-

ment programme with Year 

9, where all pupils are pres-
ently enrolled on the Award. 

We are very proud our pupils 
are embracing the new op-

portunities they are having. 

They are currently helping 
the community by assisting at 

Cuerden Valley Park, working 
alongside Chorley in Bloom, 

interacting with residents at 

Highgrove House and produc-
ing cakes for the Open Kitch-

en in town. The pupils have 
also been writing their own 

news stories, which you will 
find in the newsletter. Details 

regarding the Year 9 expedi-

tion will follow soon and we 
encourage all pupils to take 

part in this life-enriching ex-
perience. Teamwork, resili-

ence, working independently 

and enhancing wellbeing with 
pupils enjoying God’s won-

derful world will all play a 
part in this wonderful expedi-

tion experience. 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

In this season of Advent we 

have been focussing in 
school on how we prepare 

for Christmas. The Arm-
strong Choir, Chapel Choir 

and musicians provided 
beautiful musical accompa-

niment to an incredibly 

moving service at our Com-
munity Carol Service at St 

Paul’s in Adlington last 
week. In school our Year 7 

pupils raised our spirits with 

their Christingle worship 
and all year groups are en-

tering whole heartedly into 
‘carols in the quad’. This 

week we welcome senior 
citizens and local residents 

to our Community Christ-

mas party, run by the pupils 
in Year 10 involved in the 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. 
Preparations are also un-

derway for our end of term 

services in school, all of 
which help us to reflect on 

the true meaning of Christ-
mas. 

 

We were honoured to wel-
come Sir Lindsay Hoyle as 

our principal guest at 
Awards Evening and were 

delighted he was able to 
take time out of his busy 

political schedule to be able 

to present our awards. This 
evening was about celebrat-

ing not only the fantastic 
examination success of our 

young people but recognis-

ing all they did at school 
during their five years to 

enrich our learning commu-
nity, and in doing so fulfil 

our mission statement of 
‘pursuing excellence, serving 

God and celebrating the 

uniqueness of each individu-

al’. Sir Lindsay took time to 

speak individually to the 

pupils and spoke of the 
honour he felt it was to 

represent Chorley and in his 
new role as Speaker of the 

House. 

 
Our Year 11 have been 

working extremely diligently 
during their mock examina-

tion period.  We have been 

impressed by their maturi-
ty, diligence and determina-

tion to succeed. We hope 
they take some time to re-

lax and recharge their bat-

teries over the Christmas 
period! 

 
This half term has once 

again seen pupils and staff 
engaged in a wide variety 

of activities helping all to 

‘grow in body, mind and 

spirit.’ Many of these are 

highlighted in our newslet-
ter which is now available 

on the school website. The 
pupils in Hughes tutorial 

have entertained the com-

munity leading Christmas 
songs in both St Peter’s and 

St Laurence’s Church, our 
pupils performed marvel-

lously in the Shakespeare 

for Schools Festival in Man-
chester and our Head Boy 

and Head Girl represented 
school at the Service of 

Remembrance on Sunday 
10 November. 

 

We were very honoured to 
be invited to St James’ Pal-

ace earlier in the term for 
the presentation of the Gold 

Duke of Edinburgh’s 
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Staff 

We are delighted to announce that Mrs Bruns-
den has given birth to a baby girl, Holly Jayne, 

and we wish her and her family well at this ex-
citing time. We are also pleased to welcome back Mrs Amanda Ferguson from maternity leave and thank 

both Mrs Michelle Beattie and Miss Valerie Smiles for their help in the RE department. We would also like 

to thank Mrs Joanne Baybutt for her contribution to the English department and wish her well in her new 
role. Similarly, we would like to thank Mrs Gill Melling for her diligence and commitment to the Science 

department and wish her the best of luck and success in her move to Australia! 
 

Winter weather 
Please may we ask you to encourage your child to take extra care when walking home from school on 

these dark evenings and being careful when crossing the roads. Since pupils are usually outside at break 

and lunchtimes your support in ensuring that they are wearing their school jumpers and a plain black 
coats without logos, (reflector strips are allowed) is much appreciated. Hoodies are not permitted either 

in school or travelling to and from school.   
 

In the unlikely event that we be forced to close school during the school day, please ensure you have 

made contingency plans for your child. These should be recorded in their personal organisers to assist 
tutors. The school website will be the main source of information: http://www.saint-michaels.com, 

Schoolcomms and our Twitter page will also send out information in relation to school closures.  I assure 
you that school will only be closed after due consideration of the health and safety of everyone who 

learns and works here at St Michael’s. 
 

Term ends on Friday 20 December at 13.00. Buses have been ordered for that time, following the morn-

ing Christmas services. 
As always, thank you for your continued support and I wish you all a very restful and peaceful Christmas 

and a happy New Year 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

 
J  Jenks 

 We are delighted to have re-

ceived a plaque in recognition of 
receiving the prestigious Holo-

caust Quality Mark. 
 

Only a very small number of schools in the UK have been awarded the Mark by the UCL Centre for Holo-

caust Education, which is presented to recognise the valuable work schools are doing to enable young peo-
ple to deepen their knowledge and understanding of the significance of the Holocaust. 

   
Led by Head of History, Mr Ben Egelnick, St Michael’s has been a Beacon School for Holocaust Education 

for a year. In addition to learning about different aspects of the Holocaust within the History curriculum, 
pupils study the impact in subjects including ICT, English, RE and Maths, proactively engaging with re-

search, developing materials and disciplinary approaches that challenge misconceptions and encourage a 

respect for scholarship, fact and evidence. 
   

The UCL Centre for Holocaust Education’s report, comments on the 
‘innovative best practice’ present at St Michael’s, stating how the school has 

‘developed a clear rationale for their approach to Holocaust Education that 

is a blend of mission and research, informed pedagogy and content.’ 
  

The report commends the ‘strong, disciplinary distinctive approaches to Hol-
ocaust teaching and learning and states: ‘The Christian values of the school 

mean that character education is implicit and explicitly embedded in the 
curriculum and in the experience of being part of the St Michael’s communi-

ty.’ 



P A G E  3  

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

Artwork of the 

Month goes to 
Sadiyah Akther in 

Year 9. 
 

Curriculum Leader for Technology, Mrs Cardwell, writes: ‘Sadiyah completed 

this beautiful page in her sketchbook using a fine line pen. It looks like a pho-
tocopy out of a printed book, but is totally her own work, consisting of a vari-

ety of patterns and completed in such careful detail.  
 

‘Patience was certainly shown in order to complete this work so carefully!’ 

BOTH our Under 14 and Under 16 netballers are Lancashire 

Champions! 
 

On November 5 our two squads went to the Lancashire 
round of the English Schools’ Netball competition at Lon-

gridge.  

 
Curriculum Leader for PE, Mrs Dempster, said: ‘The girls played some magnificent netball in the group 

stages against some notoriously good teams, the likes of Stonyhurst College, Westholme etc.  
 

‘After hard fought group stages both teams went through to the semi-finals. Both were losing these at half 
time but after some inspirational words from the PE staff both teams won their semi finals. 

 

‘The finals were exceptionally hard games for both teams but with some determination and brilliant skills 
both teams won their respective finals.  

Lindsay Hoyle, the Mem-

ber of Parliament for 

Chorley, presented our 

Year 11 with their awards 

and certificates and after 

becoming the speaker for the House of Com-

mons, it suddenly feels a lot more special! 

On November 21 the Year 11 Awards Even-

ing was filled with lots of incredible talent 

and excitement! Lindsay Hoyle presenting 

combined with the brilliant achievements that 

truly deserve to be awarded from our very own pupils and performances from drama and music – it was an 

unbelievably special occasion! 

Lindsay Hoyle was born on June 10 1957. He has been representing Chorley as a 

member of parliament since 1997 and on the November 4 of this year, he was elected 

to be the Speaker of the House of Commons as John Bercow’s successor. This is thrill-

ing news for Team St Michael’s and Chorley as a whole, but especially for our Year 

11s who were presented with their awards by the man himself! 

In fact, the Year 11s were over the moon and truly exhilarated. 

One of them said: ‘It’s a pleasure to meet him – I’ve been look-

ing forward to this evening for ages, even more so after hearing 

that he’s the Speaker of the House of Commons!’ 

Overall, the evening was absolutely amazing. The tremendous talent took the twilight 

to towering tips and Lindsay led the presenting of the awards which truly put smiles 

on the Year 11’s faces. The evening was incredible and well done to all the award win-

ners and to the whole of Year 11 for all their hard work. 

Year 9 pupils Sam Weaver and Harry Cross write 

about our Awards Evening celebration where our 
former Year 11 returned to St Michael’s to collect 

their awards and GCSE certificates. We were de-
lighted to welcome Sir Lindsay Hoyle to school to 

present the awards and certificates. 
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HANDBALL is really taking off at St Michael’s! 

 
We have teams now in all year groups with 

pupils embracing this relatively new sport with 
gusto! 

 

This half term we hosted the Group A round of the Chorley Schools’ Handball Competitions, including 
the Year 7 Girls and Boys Handball Festivals which involved all six Chorley Schools.  

 
Handball is now being taught in lessons and with regular training after school, our pupils have improved 

their handballing ability very quickly.  
 

Our Year 9 and Year 10 pupils have shown fantastic progress with many skills also refined in GCSE prac-

tical lessons. They have played against teams from Bishop Rawstorne and Parklands.  
 

Our Year 9 boys made it to the Chorley Schools’ Handball Final which will take place on the 17th Decem-
ber. 

 

PE teacher, Mr Kohler, said: ‘The whole squad was immense but quality keeping from Aaron Spencer 
and skill goals from James Critchley lead the team to victory.’ 

 
The Year 9 Girls handball team will play Holy Cross in the final in January. 

 
Mr Kohler added: ‘After quality performances in their group, stand out performances came from Megan 

Leigh, Hannah Watson and Ella Coles, as they used their netball skills wisely in this new sport.’ 

 
PE teacher, Mrs Tait, added: , ‘The girls have tried really hard to improve their skills and gameplay. Most 

importantly, they’ve thoroughly enjoyed themselves.’ 
 

In February, we look forward to the opportunity for our Year 11s to express their skills.  

 
Mr Kohler explained: ‘The game is built for attacking. It’s fast, exciting, end to end and it’s indoors!! It 

teaches fundamental movements useful for all sports.’ 

TALENTED soccer star Megan has made it 

through to the England team! 
 

Megan was selected to represent The North 
as they played The South in the third and 

final England Trial before selection.  

 
She then took part in the trials at the week-

end and was delighted to have made it 
though to the England team! 

 
This is an incredible achievement, being 

chosen above so many other talented and 

hard-working young footballers!  
 

Megan represents Lancashire Schools FA as 
part of the Under 14s team. 

 

In their first round fixture, LSFA played 
Cleveland school.  In a 3-0 victory, Megan 

scored two goals. 
 

She said: ‘I was a great experience to get 
two goals and I loved every minute.’  

 
Megan in action! 
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Security: 
  
Make sure that children know the risks of being online, spend 

time as a family getting to know security and privacy options on 
new digital devices. Ensure that all devices have GPS and location 

tracking switched off and ensure that strong passwords are used, as stated above.  
  
Parental controls and setting boundaries: 
  
As stated in the last term’s newsletter it is important to set up parental controls on new devices. Inter-

net Matters website: https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/   
  
Monitor how long children spend on devices and ensure to check devices regularly to see what children 

have been accessing and viewing.  
  
Buying gifts online: 
  
Make sure to use websites that are secure. When purchasing items online make sure that the green 
padlock appears in the browser bar, this indicates that the website is safe and secure to enter your bank 

details.  
  
Check age restrictions: 
  
When purchasing new games and apps, check the age restrictions and content then make an informed 

decision whether it is appropriate for your child.  
  
More information and useful resources about Online Safety are available at: https://

nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/wake-up-wednesday / 

 

BADMINTON players have enjoyed incredible success this half term! 

 
On Monday 9 December the Under 14s boys badminton team played in the county 

finals at Rossall School in Fleetwood, coming a fantastic 4th place.  
 

On Tuesday 10 December the Under 16 Girls and Boys badminton teams also played in the county finals 
at Rossall School.  

 

The boys also came a fabulous 4th place and the girls achieved an incredible 2nd place.  

Parents are welcome to browse the school's Moodle at http://
moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk 
 
Click on Parent Zone > Log in as Guest User > Agree Site Policy > and 

there you are!  Parents do not need a username for the public areas of Moodle. 
 
The areas accessible to parents include weekly prayers, worship, weekly listings of clubs, revision ad-

vice, technical support and occasional questionnaires to give feedback on events. 
 
Pupils can visit Moodle Club in H7 on any day of the week at lunchtime throughout the year for advice, 
support in accessing home learning, and the resolution of password concerns. 

Do direct any enquiries about moodle to moodle@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk     

Advice for parents 

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/wake-up-wednesday/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/wake-up-wednesday/
http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
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OUR footballers have 

managed to squeeze in 
12 fixtures since Sep-

tember with impressive 
enthusiasm shown by 

our young players. 

 
The Year 7 football team have played against Chorley schools, as 

well as visiting St Peter’s and the Deanery, both in Wigan.  
 

All these fixtures are 9-a-side which creates a much different playing style to a full 11-a-side fixture. 
The boys also played in the Round 2 Under 12 county cup, playing against Baines High School.  

 

Mr Kohler said: ‘A tough home fixture saw us eventually lose 0-4, however, the score line does not re-
flect a fantastic performance from the boys! I’m really excited by this year group as there is so much 

raw talent.’ 

Growing in body and spirit 

Year 10 pupil 

Brandon has 

once again 

been celebrat-

ing success in karate … and is now ranked at 23 in the world! 

Brandon has competed as part of the England Karate Team in Santia-
go, Chile, in the WKF World Championships. 

 

Brandon competed in the Male Cadet (14-15 year olds) Kata category 
and out of 44 athletes he finished in 15th position.  

 
He had 11 athletes in his first pool round, including European And Pan 

American medalists and he had to finish in the top 4 which Brandon 
successfully achieved finishing the first round in 3rd position.  

 

He marginally fell short in that second round but considering some of 
the athletes were 16 a few weeks later and it was Brandon’s first experience at this level he has done 

amazingly well!  
 

He is now officially ranked 23rd in the World out of 198 top athletes within his age group. 

OUR YOUNG rugby players are incredibly grate-

ful for the support they have had from Wigan 
Warriors Community Foundation during the 

course of this year. 
 

Chorley Schools’ Coach, Danny Fullerton, has been working alongside pupils in all years at Tuesday 

night practices, with Anthony Atherton, Community Manager, also assisting. 
 

On his visits to St Michael’s, Anthony said: ‘Working with staff and the players has been a pleasure. See-
ing the effort put in is reward in itself and it’s the foundation for some bigger and better initiatives for 

Chorley and Lancashire as a whole.’ 
 

There have been victories for Year 10 players against All Hallows and Parklands this term with great 

performances from Jack Roberts, John Cull, Dan Cronikon and Tom Edge.  
 

Mr Kohler said: ‘All our year groups have been competitive in our fixtures but performances have not 
left us coming away from festivals with any silverware.  

 

‘Despite this, more festivals and tournaments are in the pipeline as we move towards Spring 2020 as 
well as hopefully our second appearance at the National 9s 2020 next summer.’ 
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ONCE again we have 

enjoyed a fabulous fes-
tive party with our sen-

ior citizen friends and 
neighbours! 

The Year 10 pupils who are in-

volved in the Duke of Edin-
burgh’s Award hosted the party 

which was held this Tuesday in our Training Suite.  
 

Pupils were complimented on their polite manners and for 
the excellent way they organised the activities, leading a 

game of bingo, a Christmas quiz and, of course, serving re-

freshments, several of which were also made by our pupils. 
 

Our fantastic Year 9 musicians provided Christmas musical 
accompaniment and led 

the guests in the singing of Christmas carols. 

 
They also made cards and gifts, decorated the Training Suite beauti-

fully and helped with car parking.  
 

We are very proud of their achievements and the teamwork they 
have shown working together to make such a fantastic event happen! 

 

Growing in spirit 

PUPILS shared in the nation’s election fever on 

December 12 when we held our own ‘secret’ 

election in school. 

Representatives of the different parties pitched their policies 

to more than hundred watching pupils but did not reveal 

which party they were representing! 

Voting then took place with pupils raising their hands in sup-

port of the different candidates. 

The Conservatives received the overwhelming majority! 

Well done to all the pupils who took part and so confidently 

took to the stage and thank you also to the staff who ran 

and organised the event. 

OUR talented dancers took to the stage for a fan-

tastic lunchtime of all things dance! 
 

Pupils from all year groups performed to a packed 
hall showing their choreographies and routines they had 

created 

them-
selves in 

the vari-
ous 

Dance 
Acade-

mies. 

 
Well done 

to all in-
volved! 
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IN THE recent 
October half term holidays three football teams from Team 

St Michael’s travelled to Valkenburg, Holland, where they took part 
in multiple football tournaments coming runners up. 

  
According to the pupils they said it was the best school trip yet. 

  

This trip was a massive success so they are planning to have another 
trip in the future, for the next Year 9 and 

10s.________________________________________________ 
reOn Monday 11 November, 

Sergeant Matt Lee came to St 
Michael’s to talk about Knife 

Crime to Years 9, 10 and 

11. The presentation al-
lowed the pupils to learn 

more about knife crime and the consequences. 
 

Knife Crime is a particularly big issue following an increasing 
number of knife attacks on people in the UK. Figures re-

leased in February show that the number of deaths as a re-

sult of knife crime in the UK last year was 285, the highest 
since 1946.  

 
It is illegal to carry a knife and if found by a police officer you can be put in prison for a maximum of 5 

years. If you are found guilty of killing a person with a knife you can be put in prison for a minimum of 

25 years. 
 

The Year 9s took away the importance of not joining gangs that do deliberate violence to other gangs. 
The talk enabled the pupils to understand the reasons of why knife crime happens and how we can pre-

vent it from happening in the future.  

at  

ON 

October 23, 46 St Michael’s pupils were taken on a grip-

ping, fantastic trip to the West End on a coach. They 

went to watch a brilliant musical (Matilda) and visit the 

amazing Harry Potter Studio Tour. 

2019 was the tenth anniversary of the first West End Trip.  The 46 pupils were described by Miss Forrest 

as “an extremely pleasant and polite group of pupils who were a pleasure to spend two days with.”  

The pupils were from Years 8-11 and all of the pupils were sophisticated, well behaved, and a credit to 

Team St Michael’s. 

The pupils were lucky enough to visit the new Gringotts Bank and the dragon exhibitions, along with the 

rest of the exquisite exhibition.  

The pupils also went to Covent Garden where they did some shopping and afterwards enjoyed a wonder-

ful meal in Pizza Hut. It is almost certain that 2019 West End Trip will not be the last after how success-

ful this trip was.  

Growing in body and spirit 

By George 

Greogry and 
Aaron  

Spencer 

Year 9 have been writing stories as part of 
their new Curriculum Enrichment pro-

gramme. The following pages contain the 
stories they have researched and written 
themselves. Researching and writing sto-

ries and learning about photography is 
contributing to their Duke of Edinburgh’s 

Award ‘skill’ section. 

By Hannah French and Holly Phillipson 

By Hannah Vost and Keira Livesey 
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THE enrichment program is 

still continuing. We have followed the progress of Mr. Hool-

ey’s tutorial 902.  

As a tutorial they have just completed their four weeks of 

yoga and emergency first aid including CPR. At the start of 

the year in September, when the weather was still kind, 

they learnt the valuable skills of putting up a tent and cook-

ing on a trangia. 

Harry Cross said: ‘The enrichment program is vital to our education and our wellbeing.’ 

The Year 9s have been learning some very important skills, all of which will better them as a person in 

body, mind and spirit. The Year 9 Enrichment Programme includes five week courses that span over a 

full academic year, some of these cycles include baking, gardening, first aid, performing arts and helping 

out at Highgrove House. 

These skills are crucially important for the development of these talented teenagers. They are very privi-

leged to be able to learn these skills at such a young age.  

St Michael’s is the very first school in the area to do such a programme and due to the prestige of the 

course, an employer would be very happy to take on someone from this school. We believe that in some 

companies that a person holding the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is guaranteed an interview with an em-

ployer. 

Combined with the quality education provided at St Michael’s there will be endless possibilities for the 

pupils.  

I think that this tutorial will continue to thrive and learn new skills such as cooking, making media and 

performing arts. It will be a good to see these pupils mature after an extensive, rigorous, education pro-

gramme that comes with lots of opportunities and rewards, such as a 10% off all clothing from certain 

shops like Go Outdoors and other outdoor shops in preparation for the upcoming expedition next year. 

I hope this tutorial will continue to thrive and become better people. 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

THIS year, Year 9 have had the amazing opportunity to experience the journey towards the Duke of Ed-

inburgh’s Award right here at St Michael’s! All this fun, added with a bit of hard work and determination 
will lead them to their Bronze Awards! 

 
Some pupils started this programme by preparing for their expedition in a combined effort to pitch a tent 

and cook on a trangia. Others participated in patchwork and sewed parts of a quilt to give to the home-

less and people in need. This charitable gesture was part of their volunteering section of the programme. 
  

A few other pupils took part in Yoga and first aid. These physical activities taught them how to save 
someone’s life in an emergency. Additionally, through a busy school day, it’s always good to relax with 

the art of yoga. 

 
Yet another brilliant activity is going to Highgrove House. As part of their volunteering, the pupils will 

sing and entertain the residents of the house. One pupil said: ‘It made 
my day to see the smiles on their faces.’ 

 
This DofE programme has had so many positive responses! 

‘It is a great opportunity for pupils to experience new things!’ Alice Col-

ling told us. 
Grace Gow stated: “It’s much better than maths!” 

Greg Tyrer mentioned: ‘It’s brilliant!’ 
 

And the fun will continue! More reports soon. 

Written by Bobby Goode 

and Gregory Tyrer 

Written by Niamh Bren-

nand and Erin Boardman 
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Saint Michael’s News 

Saint Michael's CE High School,  
Astley Road,  

THE Food Preparation and Nutrition De-

partment has been running a popular 
Christmas Club for pupils who are interest-

ed in develop-

ing their cook-

ery skills or 
who just want 

to cook for fun.  
 

This year pupils 
have enjoyed 

decorating a 

Christmas 
cake. Activities 

include marzipaning and icing the cake and then de-
signing and making a range of festive decorations.  

 

A big thankyou to Mrs Smith who volunteeered her time 
to demonstrate and help with the decorating techniques.  

 
Her cake 

was en-
joyed by 

the guests 

at the 
Communi-

ty Christ-
mas Party. 

 

 
           Here are some of the finished cakes. 

WRESTLING champion Oliver is celebrating success 

having made the GB wrestling squad! 

The talented Year 9 pupil has retained the British and 
English titles in Olympic Freestyle Wrestling, and he has also attended his 

first International tournament in Latvia to medal with a Bronze. 

Oliver has also attended wrestling camps in the 

UK, Ukraine and Italy, as well as competing in 
the Helsinki Open again as part of the GB 

squad. 

He has been 

wrestling for 
about four and 

a half years 

and has already 
won two first 

place titles in the GB competition and two in 
the English Championships. 

Oliver said: ‘I used to do rugby and the 
wrestling just came out of that.’ He adds: ‘It 

feels really good when I win.’ 

Oliver has his sights firmly set on future Commonwealth and Olympic Games! 

Growing in body and spirit 


