
St Michael’s CE High School
A Church Of England Academy

Growing in Body, Mind and Spirit

Therefore, choose

St Michael's Prospectus.qxp_Layout 1  03/09/2018  16:19  Page 1



Christian Values
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As a Vibrant Learning Community

I am delighted to introduce St. Michael’s
Church of England High School to you. As a
Church of England Academy within the Diocese
of Blackburn, our values are rooted in the
Christian faith.

We are very much a ‘team’ at St Michael’s;
staff, pupils, parents and governors work
closely together to ensure that every pupil has
the opportunity to grow in body, mind and
spirit; to flourish as a child of God and
experience the joy and hope of ‘life in all its
fullness.’

The highest expectations and aspirations are key features of our school life. This
helps to create our vibrant learning community with pupils and staff
demonstrating a real passion and zest for learning.

Serving God, pursuing excellence and celebrating the uniqueness of each
individual are at the heart of our distinctive ethos as we strive to ‘be the best we
can be’.  We create and sustain our caring, Christian community by encouraging
positive, supportive relationships, based on Christian values and striking a
genuine balance between the highest academic standards and opportunities for
personal growth.

Headteacher's Welcome

“Our son has felt very comfortable and
secure in his new surroundings” 

Year 7 Parent
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Our aim is to create a learning environment and a wealth of opportunities that
truly inspire our young people. Our academic standards are very high and
examination results are well above national average for similar schools. St
Michael’s has been in the top 10% of non selective school in the country for pupil
attainment at Key Stage 4 for the past five years.

Academic success is underpinned by a focus on the development of the skills
required for life-long learning.  We know more than ever before about how
pupils learn and a sound research base helps to determine our approach to
learning and teaching. We want our pupils to be resilient learners, willing to
challenge themselves, to take risks, to become happier working in their struggle
zone, grappling with challenge, because this is where we believe deep learning
really occurs. 

Success is not just about academic achievements, but the growth of the whole
child in ‘body, mind and spirit’. It is an absolute joy to see our young people
grow and develop during their time with us. Whilst achievement might be the
visible fruit of this growth; it is their character that provides the root, the
support system for life. Our distinctive Christian ethos and Christian values are
integral to our approach to character education. All aspects of school life, but

specifically a planned
‘Learning to Learn’
programme,
assemblies, worship
and the taught
curriculum provide
opportunities for pupils
to reflect on their
character traits and
how they might
achieve academic,
physical, emotional
and spiritual wellbeing.

A whole range of enrichment opportunities including The Archbishop of York
Award, The Duke of Edinburgh Award, a vast array of visits, extra curricular
activities, Christian Value Enrichment Days, Charity work and student leadership
opportunities provide further character enhancing experiences.

We are confident that at St Michael’s we provide a rigorous and productive
learning environment where young people are both challenged and supported. All
pupils have the right to learn and achieve success, free from disruption. We place
great emphasis on all members of our community cooperating with others
politely, considerately and honestly, promoting an understanding that rights and
responsibility go hand in hand.

At our last Ofsted inspection St Michael’s was named as an “outstanding school
that lives out, in a practical way, its aim of pursuing excellence and celebrating
the uniqueness of each individual”. Since then standards and achievement have
continued to rise. However, we are not complacent and are continuing to develop
in an innovative way. An engaging curriculum  experience and the highest quality
learning and teaching is supported by major investment in buildings and
technology.

We invite you to visit and experience the life and ethos of St Michael’s CE High
School for yourself. Our pupils will be delighted to show you around on our
open evening and open days. On these occasions either I or another colleague
will be keen to meet with you and answer any queries
you may have.

Mrs Jayne Jenks
Headteacher

Embracing Opportunities 
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We Choose To Serve God

“Explicit and clear Christian values are understood by all and
recognised to enrich the life of the school and the
engagement of staff as well as pupils with the Christian faith”
National Society Statutory Inspection of Anglican 
and Methodist Schools Report (SIAMS)  July 2014

“The Biblically referenced school motto, 
'Therefore Choose', encourages all members of the 

school community to be the best they can be’. 
National Society Statutory Inspection of Anglican and

Methodist Schools Report (SIAMS) July 2014

An introduction to St Michael’s  C E High School.
A Church of England Academy
St Michael’s CE High School was founded in 1964 with 285 pupils
to provide a Christian education for the young people of Chorley.
Numbers have risen gradually over the years and St Michael’s, the
only Church of England Academy in Chorley, now caters for well
over 1100 pupils.

The following words are inscribed on our Foundation stone and
form the basis of our life together at St Michael’s: “Other
foundation can no man lay than that which is laid which is Jesus
Christ”. At St Michael’s the spiritual dimension finds expression
not only in Worship and Religious Education but also through the
formal curriculum and in the myriad of interactions in our
corporate life together.

Our school motto is “Therefore choose…”. This encapsulates our
aim as a school; to prepare and equip each of our pupils so that
they are able to make informed choices in every area of their
lives. We believe that successful education addresses the whole of

what it means to be a happy, fulfilled and successful adult. We
therefore emphasise the development of body, mind and spirit in
all we do.

Our concern as a school community is to improve ourselves and
the school in every conceivable way and to face the challenge of
the Gospel in our community. The family atmosphere here is
frequently commented on by visitors. Not everything goes right or
works all the time, but one thing is for certain; we will do our
best to see that all our pupils reach the highest possible standards
in all that they do and enjoy themselves in the process!

Mr C Metcalfe
Chairman of Governors
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Pursue Excellence and Celebrate the Uniqueness         

“Pupils personal
development is
outstanding” Ofsted

“Exemplary behaviour
and attendance
demonstrate their great
enjoyment of all that
the school offers” 

Ofsted

Learning is at the heart of everything we do. We believe that
learning is enhanced in an environment where both independent
and collaborative study are encouraged, when pupils support
each other, take risks and are challenged. Learning enables
pupils to develop their knowledge and understanding of subjects
together with the skills and attributes needed for lifelong
learning so that they are literate, numerate and technologically
equipped for life in the twenty first century.

A personalised approach, engaging lessons underpinned by a
clear behaviour for learning framework, ensure that a learning
culture pervades at St Michael’s.

A love of Learning  
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            of Each Individual
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innovation for education

tel 0151 708 8600 

Growing in Body, Mind and Spirit

Astley Road, Chorley, Lancashire, PR7 1RS  • Telephone: 01257 264740  • Email: admin@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk  • www.saint-michaels.com          @SaintMichaelsCE
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