
encouraged and impressed 

by their maturity, diligence 
and determination to suc-

ceed. We hope that they take 
some time to relax and re-

charge their batteries over 

the Christmas period! 
 

Statutory Inspection of 
Anglican and Methodist 

Schools (SIAMS) 

I was delighted to share with 
you recently our excellent 

SIAMS report. Once again 
this is great recognition of 

the dedication, enthusiasm 

and commitment of all who 
are part of ‘Team St 

Michael’s’; pupils, staff, par-
ents and Governors, with 

special mention of our out-
standing Religious Education 

department, ably led by Mrs 

Jen Palfrey.  
 

School Production 
We are all very much looking 

forward to our production of 

‘West Side Story’ in February 
next year. Staff, along with 

the cast, musicians and set 
and costume designers, are 

all fully committed to the re-
hearsal schedule – we cannot 

wait for what promises to be 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

After a very busy and ex-

tremely successful half term 
we are now enjoying the 

season of Advent at St 
Michael’s. Our traditional 

Christmas Carol Service 
took place at St Paul’s 

Church, Adlington, on 

Thursday 13 December with 
both the Armstrong Choir 

and the Chapel Choir raising 
our spirits with their beauti-

ful carols, and this week we 

welcomed senior citizens to 
our Community Christmas 

party, run by the pupils in-
volved in their Duke of Ed-

inburgh Award. Prepara-
tions are also underway for 

our end of term services in 

school, all of which help us 
to reflect on the true mean-

ing of Christmas. 
 

This half term has once 

again seen pupils and staff 
engaged in a wide variety 

of activities helping all to 
‘grow in body, mind and 

spirit.’ Many of these are 

highlighted in our bumper 
newsletter which is now 

available on the school 
website. Our pupils contin-

ue to make the whole 
school community proud by 

being involved in many ac-

tivities and events. One 
such occasion this half term 

was the school’s involve-
ment in the ‘Festival of Re-

membrance’ on Saturday 10 

November where pupils 
performed in a moving 

presentation called ‘the 
Coming of Peace’ in front of 

a packed town hall, leading 
the community in the 

poignant commemoration of 

the sacrifice of service men 
and women. 

 

Awards Evening 
We were delighted to wel-

come the Rt Rev Philip 
North, Bishop of Burnley, as 

our principal guest at 
Awards Evening. Once 

again this evening celebrat-

ed not only the fantastic 
examination success of our 

young people but recog-
nised all they did at school 

during their five years to 

enrich our learning commu-
nity, and in doing so, fulfil 

our mission statement of 
‘pursuing excellence, serv-

ing God and celebrating the 
uniqueness of each individ-

ual’. Well done to all last 

year’s Year 11. We are very 
proud of you and wish you 

every success in the future 
because you deserve it! 

 

GCSE Success!  
The school have received 

congratulations from Lanca-
shire County Council in 

recognition of our outstand-

ing results in 2018. Our 
attainment 8 score, the 

proportions achieving 
grades 4+ and grades 5+ 

passes in English and 
Maths, and those gaining 

five or more GCSE passes 

at grade 4 or higher includ-
ing English and Maths all 

place the school in the top 
10% nationally.  

 

Our present Year 11 have 
been working extremely 

hard during their ‘mock ex-
amination’ period and I am 

sure that they too will 
achieve considerable suc-

cess next summer. We are 

Message from the Headteacher 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 8  I S S U E  1 4  

        HIGHLIGHTS 

 
p2  Oxbridge bound 

 
p3 Historians appear 

     on TV 

  
p4 Simon’s  

      Commissioning 
 

p5 Cross country 
       Success 

 

p6 School council 
 

p7 Community service 
 

p8 Karting, reading  

     and citizenship 
 

p9 PE highly  
         Commended 

 
p10 Statistics fun! 

 

p11 National karate 
        Champion 

 
p12 Rugby news 

  

p13 Winston’s Wish 
 

p14 Memories of the 
     Berlin trip 

  

P15 Charities  
      committee 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

St Michael’s Church of England High School 
A Church of England Academy 

Therefore, choose 

Growing in Body, Mind and Spirit 

Headteacher:  Mrs J Jenks BSocSci Hons PGCE 
Deputy Headteachers: Mr J Chadwick BEd Hons, Mrs C Hooley BA Hons 



P A G E  2  

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

an amazing four nights of performances; 

Wednesday 6 February to Saturday 9 Febru-
ary. Tickets will be available soon and we 

hope you will be able to join us.  
 

Winter weather 

With the weather turning colder please may I ask that, should we be forced to close school during the 
school day, you have made contingency plans for your child. These should be recorded in their personal 

organisers to assist their tutors. The school website will be the main source of information should we be 
forced to close: http://www.saint-michaels.com Schoolcomms and our Twitter page will also be used to 

share information. I assure you that school will only be closed after due consideration of the health and 
safety of everyone who learns and works here at St Michael’s. 

  

Similarly, we ask that you would ensure your child takes extra care when walking home from school, 
walking in at least pairs or small groups, especially on these dark evenings. Please also remind them of 

the importance of taking care on the roads. Could I also take this opportunity to remind you that pupils 
should be wearing plain black coats without logos, (reflector strips are allowed) and school jumpers in 

colder weather as they will be outdoors during break and lunchtimes unless the weather is wet. 

 
Mrs Amanda Ferguson has begun her maternity leave and is expecting twins early in the New Year; we 

wish her and her family every happiness. We also thank Mr Hayes for all that he has done to support the 
PE Department in Mr Kennedy’s absence.  

 
Term ends on Friday 21 December at 13.00. Buses have been ordered for that time, following the morn-

ing Christmas Services. 

 
As always, thank you for your continued support and I wish you all a very restful and peaceful Christmas 

and a happy New Year. 
Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs J Jenks 

 

Headteacher 

Mrs Jenks continues... 

ST MICHAEL’S was delighted to welcome Ms Orock Nsoat-

abe from Queen’s College, Oxford, to speak to our Year 
10 and 11 pupils.  

 
The presentation was open to all Year 10 and 11 pupils 

and was well attended. Pupils were given a detailed talk on how to apply to “Oxbridge” universities by 

Orock (herself a recent graduate).  
 

She gave our pupils fantastic advice 
on how to attain a place at these 

prestigious universities, information 
on life at Oxford, the varied and 

stimulating cultural life at the colleg-

es and the outstanding career pro-
spects for graduates from Oxford 

and Cambridge.  
 

Orock also offered reassuring advice 

on student finance and how the stu-
dent loans system works. 

 
Organiser, Mr Heywood, said: ‘We 

hope to maintain our links to Oxford 
University in our mission to encour-

age all our pupils to, “Be the best 

you can be”.’ 

Oxbridge bound 

http://www.saint-michaels.com
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PUPILS from St Michael’s took part in a 

fabulous celebration of dance when 
they performed as part of the Lanca-

shire Schools’ Dance Festival this half 
term. 

 

Pupils involved with Mrs Gough’s dance groups, Chorley Boys and the About Turn Dance Company per-
formed amidst a huge array of talented dancers from  

local primary and secondary schools. 
 

The theme of the evening was ‘Planet Earth’ and 
our dancers performed a piece entitled: ‘Volcano’ 

and the dance included a range of challenging lifts 

and impressive choreography. 
 

St Michael’s is also proud 

of former pupils George 

Brindle and Sarah Hother- sall, now 
teachers themselves in primary schools in the region 

who also brought dance groups to perform. 

Erupting with talent! 

Growing in spirit 

A fabulous celebration of dancing talent 

YEAR 10 Historians 

have been sharing 
their historical 

knowledge for a TV 
documentary. 

 

St Michael’s was contacted by a producer at TV Production company MAKE Waves who are presently 
filming a history documentary called ‘Edwardian Britain in Colour.’ 

 
The producer offered a small group of our History pupils an exciting opportunity to take part in the pro-

gramme, which will be broadcast on Channel 5 in March 2019. 
 

The pupils attended a filming session held at Chorley Little Theatre on Tuesday 13 November where 

they were shown original video archive from the era 1901-1914 on a big screen and their reactions and 
thoughts were captured on camera for use in the programme. 

 
Subject Leader for History, Mr Egelnick, said: ‘It was a real 

joy to spend time with Year 10 at Chorley Little Theatre and 

share our insights into Edwardian Britain made possible by 
the rare and newly coloured footage.   

 
‘I was especially proud with how involved the students were 

and, after some initial nerves in front of the camera, how 
willing they were to answer questions in depth and share 

their views on what they had seen.’ 

Growing in spirit 

Young Historians appearing on TV 

Edwardian Britain  



P A G E  4  OUR ENERGETIC Year 7 pupils took 

part in a sponsored workout this half 
term to raise money for LEPRA, their 

year group charity.  
 

Former pupil Elena 

Almond put them 
through their paces, 

leading the workout with infec-
tious enthusiasm!  

 
Kieran Allen from LEPRA was also present and 

thanked the pupils for their participation and 

their hard work in raising funds for such a 
great cause. 

 
LEPRA is a charity which raises money for 

people around the world with leprosy. 
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Leaping for LEPRA 

Growing in spirit 

FAMILY and friends of Si-

mon Corner, our Christian 
Youth Worker, plus pupils 

and staff all enjoyed a spe-
cial start to this half term 

helping Simon celebrated his commissioning. 

 
A service was 

held in the 
Chapel to 

acknowledge 
and welcome 

Simon in his 

new important 
role in school 

and it was led 
by the Bishop 

of Blackburn, the Rt Rev Julian Henderson. 

Year 7 being ‘courageous advocates!’ 

KARTING enthusiast Bethany 

Livesey spent an exciting half term 
at Silverstone! 

 
Bethany, who is part of the St Michael’s Karting Club started karting in Year 8 and is one of only four oth-

er girls (competing against 28 boys!) in her class of karting.  

 
She is now in Year 9 and has already won first place trophies and over the October half term took part in 

the ‘Dare to be Different’ challenge at Silverstone.  
 

This is an initiative aimed at inspiring, connecting and showcasing 
female talent in the motorsport industry and Bethany took part in 

several activities, including changing a tyre on a Formular 1 car, 

inspecting a Formular E-Car and diagnosing problems in an engine.  
 

Bethany hopes to be able to pursue a career in the motor-racing 
industry and says: ‘You can do a lot more to be involved with cars 

than just racing. I really want to do something with cars in the 

future because it’s just cool!’ 

Simon’s commissioning 

Doing it for the girls! 

Bethany with the Karting Club 
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ON Tuesday 

4  
December 

the Under 
14 Boys badminton team played in the Chorley District 

competition at Albany High School and won so will 

therefore go on to represent Chorley in the County 
Finals next year. 

 
On Wednesday 5th December the Under 16 Boys bad-

minton team played in the Chorley District competition 
at Albany High School and won so therefore go on to 

represent Chorley in the County Finals next year.  

 
They all played extremely well and were a credit to the 

school. Huge well done to both teams. 

Badminton stars 

ST MICHAEL’S is celebrat-

ing amazing running suc-
cess after pupils in Year 7 

and 8 came 10th in the Na-
tional Cross Country Finals! 

On Saturday 10th November four school teams across Years 7 - 10 went to represent Lancashire at Cart-

mel Racecourse in the North West Cross Country Competition.   
 

PE 
teach-

er, Mrs Brunsden, said: ‘They competed on 
a very difficult course against some ex-

tremely talented and experienced runners. 

All 4 teams represented the county incredi-
bly well and all came in the top 10 teams in 

the north west, which is a fantastic achieve-
ment! Well done!  

 

‘The Year 7 and 8 girls performed outstand-
ingly well and actually became north west 

champions!’ 
 

The winning girls team then went onto rep-
resent the North West in the national finals 

in Suffolk on the 24th November.  
 

Mrs Brunsden continues: ‘The course was fantastic and per-
fect conditions for running.  

 

‘The girls were incredible and against extremely difficult com-
petition managed to place 10th in the country.  

 
‘We are so proud of your achievements in this competition 

and this is one of our greatest successes in St Michael's 

sport!  
 

‘A huge congratulations to those girls who participated and especially to their family and coaches for 
their continued support and commitment in this event.’ 

Amazing cross country runners 

Growing in body and spirit 

For updates and reminders or just to keep in 
touch... why not follow us: @SaintMichaelsCE    

FOR-

MER 
Year 11 

pupils 
returned to school on Thursday 29 November 

for their Awards Evening. 

 
They were addressed by the special guest, the 

Bishop of Burnley, the Rt Rev Philip North. 
 

He entertained our former pupils with his tales 
of climbing the Big One 

roller coaster in Blackpool, 

before presenting the 
awards. 

Awards Evening 



P A G E  6  

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

THE YEAR 10 Peer Mentors have been visiting tutorials 

every Monday this term and our Office Mentors have 

been stationed with Simon, our Christian Youth Work-
er. Both mentors settle our new Year 7 intake into 

school offering them support on a regular basis.  
 

Peer Mentors are affiliated with a particular tutorial 
therefore strike up relationships with pupils in Year 7 

and see them around school. The Peer Mentors are on 

hand at all times to ensure a smooth transition.  
 

Student Leadership organiser, Mr Kohler, said: ‘The 
term has gone well in this respect and pupils and staff 

have seen the huge benefits of the relationships across 

the year groups.’ 
 

Henri Last said: ‘They’re good. They help us out a lot 
with equipment checks and show us where to go.’  

 
And Peer Mentor Theo Waugh explained the steward-

ship Peer Mentors show: ‘It’s great. There are some 

great pupils in there. They know we’re there whenever 
they need us and it’s good to serve our community.’ 

Peer Mentors 

OUR TERMLY School Council meetings have taken place this Decem-

ber as we welcomed many new councillors to the boardroom.  
 

Our Deputy Head Boy, Jabidur Rahman, and Head Girl, Ellie Hollings, chaired the lower school council 
meeting where the new Year 7 councillors discussed what they have enjoyed at St Michael’s in their 

fledgling term.  

 
Food, which is always a heavily discussed agenda item, was praised by the lower school council who are 

enjoying the selection available for them at break and lunch time.  
 

Our Head Boy, George Baldwin, chaired the upper school council with Deputy Head Girl, Morgan McCaf-
frey.  

 

Previous meetings had proposed more seating areas and undercover areas and this term saw St 
Michael’s open the new dining extension to the buttery, along with a new canopy area on the main yard 

and introduce new circular benches next to the field. It was those councillors present that suggested this 
and pupils were delighted to see their agenda items had been successful. 

 

Student leadership organiser, Mr Kohler, said: ‘The School Council is a great opportunity for our pupils to 
take leadership roles and communicate effectively in a boardroom scenario.  

 
‘This invaluable experience is something these pupils will be able to draw upon for future roles at St 

Michael’s as well as when applying for colleges, universities and future employment.’ 

Student Council 

Growing in mind and spirit 

OUR school 

visits to Ger-

many and 
France have 

proved very 
popular with 

both trips 
being filled.   

 

The Paris / Ghent trip takes place this year 
over the Easter break with pupils from Years 8 

and 9 experiencing the culture and language of 
Paris as well as also visiting Disneyland. 

 

The Germany / Bruges 
holiday for Years 7 and 

8 takes place during 
May half term and will 

be based in the fasci-
nating city of Cologne. 

School visits 
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DURING the final week of this half term we are once 

again inviting senior citizens in our community to enjoy 
a time of festive cheer with pupils at St Michael’s. 

 
Pupils taking 

part in the 

Duke of Edin-
burgh Award 

are organising 
the event which 

involves quiz-

zes, bingo and 
a Christmas 

carol singalong. 
 

Pupils are also 
baking biscuits and cakes to help bring Christmas 

cheer to our community friends. 

Christmas Community 

Party 

HUGHES tutorial joined with members of 

Chorley churches and Chorley Silver band to 
take part in a Community Carol Service at St 

Laurence's Church on Sunday 9 December as 
part of St Laurence's tree festival and help-

ing to raise money for the store house and 

food bank at Living Waters church. 

BADMINTON success is also being celebrated 

by our girls’ with both our girls’ teams being 

named district champions this half term. 
 

On Tuesday 11 December and Wednesday 12 
December the Under 14 Girls’ and Under 16s 

Girls’ team respectively played in the Chorley 
District competition at Bishop Rawstorne High 

School and won so both teams will therefore 

go on to represent Chorley in the County Fi-
nals next year. 

 
PE teacher and organiser, Mrs Rothwell, said: 

‘They all played extremely well and were a 

credit to the school. A huge well done to both 
teams!’ 

School visits 

OUR TALENTED pupils shared their talents 

with the community when they performed as 
part of Chorley’s Festival of Remembrance at 

Chorley Town Hall. 
 

The Performing Arts department took a group 

of dancers, dramatists and musicians to 
take part in the commemorative celebration 

on Saturday 10 November.   
 

Pupils presented a moving presentation called 

"The Coming of Peace" to a packed hall as 
well as joining Chorley Choral Society and 

Formby Brass Band in a variety of musical 
items as well as acts of remembrance.   

 
The evening was presented by Sir Lindsey 

Hoyle who commented on the power of the 

arts and the quality of our young people. 

Leading 

the community 

Growing in spirit 

TWO talented musicians are celebrating after fantastic 

instrumental examinations this half term. 

 
Rebecca Rawlinson in Year 11 has achieved a distinc-

tion in Grade 6 violin and Taylor Blan in Year 8 
achieved a distinction in Grade 5 clarinet. 

 
Rebecca plays in two orchestras; Wigan 

Youth Orchestra and the Greater Manches-

ter Youth Orchestra. She has performed in 
concerts at the Bridgewater Hall. 

 
Rebecca says of music: ‘If I’ve had a bad day, music 

just cheers me up. I’m considering a career as a pro-

fessional violinist but I know it is really hard to get into. 
 

‘I will continue to play and see where it goes and if it 
doesn’t happen at least I won’t regret it!’ 

 
Taylor has been playing the clarinet 

since Year 5 and practises for an hour 

every night! He achieved an amazing 
139/150 for his Grade 5 exam! 

 
He said: ‘It’s really enjoyable playing the clarinet and I 

have to do a lot of practising but it pays off! I’m start-

ing work on my Grade 6 now which is a lot harder!’ 

Talented musicians 

Guests at last year’s party 
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OUR YOUNG karters have once again been 

celebrating track triumphs in the last of the 
season’s karting competitions. 

 
The team endured an exhausting 550 mile round trip to Dorset to take part in Round 4 of the NATSKA 

championships over the half term holiday. 

 
Bethany Livesey (Year 9) won Class 11 for the 

2nd meeting in a row meaning St Michael’s have 
won 3 of the first 4 rounds in Class 11. James 

Leadbetter (Year 8) was 6th. In Class 7 there was 
3rd, 4th and 5th for Nathan Howard, Leo Crab-

tree (Year 11) and Sam Perkins (Year 10), while 

Rowan Mackley (Year 11) picked up the 158 class 
trophy and Harrison Shires came 4th in Class 14. 

 
A fabulous well done to all! 

Karting champions 

AN AWARD has been pre-

sented to school to celebrate 
the high levels of participa-

tion in a citizenship pro-
gramme.  

The National Citizen Service (NCS) have been in school this half 

term working with our Year 11 pupils and promoting their Summer 
volunteering programme - The Challenge.  

 
Staff taught a session on workplace skills 

and self-reflection during Living Educa-
tion as well as giving a presentation dur-

ing assembly to explain the programme to the students.  

 
Mrs Brotherton was very pleased to be presented with the award 

on behalf of school as a result of high numbers of pupils involved 
from St Michael’s in this worthwhile programme. 

One Year 11 pupil said: ‘I think NCS is a brilliant organisation which gives students outstanding opportuni-

ties, teaching them about the outdoors, independent skills for life and teamwork!’ 

Award for participation 

Growing in body and spirit 

Growing in spirit 

PUPILS in 

Years 7 and 8 
have been 

improving 
their reading skills by using the Accelerated Reading programme.  

 

Pupils are encouraged to read books of their choice for 20 minutes per 
night and then should complete "quizzes" online to prove they have suc-

cessfully understood what they have read.  
 

Every half term, pupils enjoy a reading lesson in the library, where they 
can complete quizzes, meet with their English teacher to discuss pro-

gress, exchange books, or simply read for pleasure.  

 
English teacher, Miss Farish, said: ‘So far the results are encouraging, 

with the pupils who have read the most, making some of the greatest 
improvements to their reading ages.’ 

Reading for pleasure 
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OUR YEAR 10 Geographers have visited the For-

est of Bowland this half term to complete field-
work on the River Wyre.  

 
Subject Leader for 

Geography, Mr 

Clark, said: ‘This is 
an essential part of their GCSE course. The aim was to 

study how the river changes downstream.  
 

‘The weath-
er was very 

cold and on 

one of the 
days we 

even had 
snow! However, it did not deter our students and lots of 

quality data was collected for analysis back at school.  

 
‘Well done to all students involved.’ 

River studies 

SIX sporting STEM teachers took on the challenge of a 10k run 

this half term. 
 

Mr Allcock, Mr Tierney, Mr Monks, Mrs Gornall, Mrs Thompson 
and Miss Tasker took part in the run to raise money for the fire 

service. 
Well done to all involved! 

Fund raising run 

OUR PE department 

has received a highly commended trophy at 
the Lancashire Sports Awards. 

 
PE staff attended the event which was this year held at The Grand Hotel in Blackpool.  

 

St Michael’s PE department was nominated for Secondary School of the Year and was awarded a certificate 
for being the Chorley district winner.  

 
We also were awarded a Highly Commended trophy for the 

work our teachers do in PE lessons delivering a broad and 
balanced curriculum and for the success we have achieved 

on a district, county, regional and national level with our 

sporting teams in a variety of sports. 
 

Curriculum Leader for PE, Mrs Dempster, said: ‘We are un-
believably proud to receive this award.  

 

‘The talent of the pupils never ceases to amaze us not just 
with the sports teams we have, and their outstanding 

achievements, but also the high standards set by all our 
pupils in their PE lessons.  

 
‘The hard work, commitment and dedication of our pupils 

and PE staff made receiving this award possible. Congratu-

lations to all of us!’ 

Highly commended! 

Growing in spirit 

Growing in mind and spirit 
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ON 23 November, 26 of our high-flying Year 11 

mathematicians attended a day of lectures at the 
University of Salford. The lectures were presented 

by academics and professionals from a wide range 
of different fields and showed how they use maths in their research 

and work. 

 
Colin Wright showed how mathematicians look for patterns in data and used maths to invent a new juggl-

ing trick that he then performed on stage.  
 

Cerys Bradley explained how the Tor network attempts to provide anonymity for people browsing the Dark 
Net and how statistics can be used by law enforcement to try to track users who are up to no good!  

 

Sabine Hauert talked about her work modelling the swarming behaviour of certain animals and robots and 
how similar rules can be used to develop drugs that 

can be programmed to communicate with each other 
to swarm and target tumours accurately and power-

fully.  

 
Finally, Matt Pritchard performed some magic tricks 

and encouraged us to read all public statistics, from 
election results to advertisers’ claims on packaging, 

with great care. 
 

Luke said: ‘It was really good to experience how the 

maths that we learn can be used in the real world.’  
 

Ellie thought it was ‘a very interesting and informa-
tive trip,’ and especially enjoyed the interactive ele-

ments of the talks.  

 
Mr Leadbeater, who led the visit, hopes that it will 

encourage as many of the young people as possible 
to continue studying maths after GCSE.  

 

‘These talks showed such a variety of applications of 
maths. Whatever field a young person is thinking of 

working in in the future, studying maths is likely to 
be very useful,’ he said. 

Statistics fun! 

SIXTY pupils spent two days in London during 

October half term to see the magical west end 
show Wicked.  

 
Organiser, Miss Forrest, writes: ‘The pupils were mesmerised by the story Glinda and Elphaba who grew up 

to be the famous good witch and wicked witch in the Wizard of Oz.  

 
‘After an evening at the theatre, and full 

of pizza we spent a peaceful night at a 
hotel.  

 
‘The following morning after breakfast 

we went to Covent Garden to do some 

early Christmas shopping, and then trav-
elled to The Harry Potter Studio Tour to 

see how the wizards of the film world 
bring their magic to life. 

   

‘A Great time was had by all.’ 

A wicked musical! 

Growing in mind and spirit 
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ST MICHAEL’S is 

very proud to have a 
national karate 

champion in our 
midst! 

 

Year 9 pupil Brandon won the English National Championships in 
April and he is currently the 12-13 year old male British Champion. 

 
In August this year he has travelled to Helsinki when he represented his country as part of the official Eng-

land Youth Squad winning a silver in individual kata for boys 12-13 years and gold in team kata in male 13-
15 years. 

  

Brandon is currently a 2nd Dan in Shotokan karate and has been training since he was four years of age.  
 

He is hoping to be selected for the 
Junior World Championships next 

September in Chile, and will begin 

the selection process around April 
2019 to hopefully secure a place 

on the England squad.  
  

Brandon’s brother Nathan, a for-
mer pupil of St Michael’s who left 

the school in the Summer of 

2016, is also in the official Eng-
land squad and will represent 

England in February 2019 in Aal-
borg, Denmark in the Junior Euro-

pean Championships.  

 
Well done to both boys. An amaz-

ing achievement! 

National karate champion 

HIGHLY commended was the accolade 

presented to nine of our pupils following 
their success in a national competition. 

 
Many pupils in Years 7 and 8 entered the Spirited Arts in 

RE contest.  

 
Pupils had to produce artwork choosing one of several 

themes; doubt and faith, holy space, looking for God, 
making peace and pray. 

 
Subject Leader for RE, Mrs Palfrey, said: ‘The standard 

was exceedingly high and nine of our pupils received 

highly commended.’ 

Growing in spirit 

Growing in spirit 

Growing in body and spirit 

TICKETS will soon be on 

sale for our biennial musi-
cal production—West Side 

Story. 
A hugely talented collection of guys and gals are presently practising for this action packed 

show which will be presented in the school hall from Wednesday 6 February to Saturday 9 

February. 

West Side Story 

Pupils with their artwork 
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This term’s rugby was predominantly played in September and Oc-

tober and our Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 teams were extremely 

busy. With the introduction of Central Venue competitions, pupils 
were given the opportunity to play at round robin tournaments against other local schools, with us compet-

ing fantastically well across all age groups.  
 

We have been delighted to welcome Wigan Warriors Community Foundation back into school this term. 
Our pupils have had Coach Danny Fullerton working with them, 

 

Danny commented: ‘I have really enjoyed com-
ing to St Michael’s. The staff have made me feel 

welcome and the students have been a pleasure 
to work with during the rugby sessions.  

 

‘I’m really looking forward to supporting Mr 
Kohler with any fixtures in the new year.’ 

 
Danny has been able to deliver to two Year 7 boy groups and three Year 7 girl groups. This has been fan-

tastic as our girls are flying the flag for St Michael’s currently after their rugby 1st place win in their Chorley 
and Wigan Schools tournament. 

 

Our girls travelled to Parklands High School in a tournament against four other schools. Despite playing 
rugby for less than a year, St Michael’s’ 

Year 7/8 combined team were victorious, 
winning every single game!  

 

Standout performances from Year 8 Me-
gan Leigh, Year 8 Natasha Ravenscroft 

and Year 7 Emma Cull helped the team to 
score many tries but it was a real team 

effort in defence that won every fixture. 

 
Megan Leigh told us: ‘It was good. We 

worked well together as a team after not 
many sessions. It was really fun.’ 

 
Our Year 9 team played under lights at 

Chorley Panthers in November against a 

combined Year 9 and Year 10 team from Parklands.  
 

In a thrilling match that ended 22 – 22, our pupils had a very physical encounter against a strong team.  
 

It was a well-matched fixture, but we had clear opportunities to win. Playing against a team with so many 

pupils a year older was very tough but a great learning experience for our young team. 
 

Our Year 9 team also travelled to Central Park, Wigan, to play in a Wigan Schools Tournament against well
-established rugby schools.  

 
The tournament was physical, quick and another learning experience for pupils. It was a fun, exciting 

evening with some fantastic rugby on show.  

 
Louie O’Donnell dazzled with dummies before coming off injured. John Cull once again showed some domi-

nant tackling against some strong bruising runs and Dan Croniken was difficult to stop once he gathered 
momentum. 

 

Another good term of rugby is coming to an end and we’re looking forward to getting straight back to it in 
2019 with plenty of fixtures. 

Rugby news 
Growing in body and spirit 

PE teacher Mr Kohler writes about 
rugby news. 
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FORTY dance enthusiasts have enjoyed the beau-

tiful ballet of Swan Lake by famous choreographer 
Matthew Bourne. 

 
The dance department took pupils from all year groups to the Lowry theatre to 

see the impressive ballet.  

 
Dance teacher, Mrs Burgess, said: ‘It was a mag-

nificent performance and a super opportunity for 
pupils to see a professional modern ballet.  

 
‘We have some fabulous dance talent at St 

Michael’s so it could be them in the future!’ 

 
She added: ‘It was an absolute pleasure to take 

the pupils and see them captivated by the perfor-
mance- an inspiration for any dancer!’ 

Swan Lake 
Growing in spirit 

Pupils at the Lowry in Salford 

EMOTIONAL support 

and help for pupils and 
staff has been kindly 

provided this half term 
by Rebekah Lawson, a 

spokesperson for the Winston’s Wish Charity. 

 
Winston’s Wish is a group which works with families to give hope to grieving people, especially children, 

following a bereavement or difficult event. 
 

Rebekah addressed staff and also pupils in every year group explaining 
the complexities of grief and how every reaction to a shocking and trag-

ic event is ‘normal.’ 

 
She explained the impact of bereavement and how people go through 

anxiety, difficulties sleeping, often guilt, anger and said: ‘there is no 
rule book about how you react after something difficult.’ 

 

She also explained how parents are encouraged to speak to their children and how young people could be 
helped to make sense of a difficult event by:  

 having appropriate information 

 Being involved and included 

 having fears and anxieties addressed 

 Being provided with support and listening to 

them 

 Having opportunities to remember 

 Talking to adults who understand their feelings 

 Continuing with routines 

 Having their individual feelings validated 

 Having help with overwhelming feelings 

 

Similarly we have been extremely grateful for the 
support provided by our local clergy who have been into school on several occasions speaking to pupils 

and staff. 
 

Any pupils wishing to talk to Rebekah should speak to their tutor or Pupil Manager to arrange this. 

 
Anyone who would like to contact Winston’s Wish can do so at: info@winstonswish.org 

 

Help at difficult times 
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 Parents are welcome to browse the school's Moodle at 

http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk 
 

Click on Parent Zone > Log in as Guest User > Agree Site 
Policy > and there you are!  Parents do not need a username for the public areas of Moodle. 

 

The areas accessible to parents include weekly prayers, worship, weekly listings of clubs, 
revision advice, technical support and occasional questionnaires to give feedback on events. 

 
Pupils can visit Moodle Club in H7 on any day of the week at lunchtime throughout the year 

for advice, support in accessing home learning, and the resolution of password concerns. 
 

Do direct any enquiries about moodle to moodle@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk     

FIFTY young histo-

rians have returned 
from the Berlin, 

Krakow, Prague 
trip a little bit wiser and with memories to last a lifetime. 

 

The pupils experienced the intriguing past of the capital city of Germany, see-
ing the remains of the Berlin Wall, the Museum to the Murdered Jews and vis-

iting the Bundestag Parliament building. 
 

They also had time to view the impressive Brandenburg Gate and spend some time in the KaDeWe, the 
biggest department store in Europe. 

 

Pupils then went on to visit the beautiful Polish city of Krakow. They 
spend half a day at Auschwitz Concentration Camp and were moved 

to write poems and reflections on 
this poignant experience. 

 

Following their time in Poland the 
holiday culminated with a visit to 

Prague, viewing the impressive 
Charles Bridge, sailing down the 

Vltava River and then having a 
treat in the Hard Rock Café. 

Growing in spirit 

Memories of the Berlin trip 

Isla Jacyk 

 ‘I really enjoyed getting to 
know new people. Also loved 

the culture the different coun-
tries bring, even if it’s a bit 

strange sometimes. My favour-

ite city was Prague because it 
was so beautiful and pictur-

esque. The boat ride was a 
great experience showing the 

rest of Prague.’ 

Concentration Camps, by 

Anonymous 
‘Blue, upsetting, uncalled for, un-

forgettable, ugly, shaken, low, 
irated, uncomfortable, low, hurt, 

mean, bleak, heartbroken, dirty, 

unpromising, comfortless, misera-
ble, threatening, sorrowful, horri-

ble, intense, distress, grim, vile, 
murderous, quiet, shocking.’ 

Rachel Yovan – The Holo-

caust 
An act of hatred, 

Innocent, wounded 
Families separated 

Let this never be repeated. 

Cold dark rooms etched with 
history, 

Four walls holding nothing but 
misery 

I can only imagine their pain 
But what happened to them 

was cruel and inhumane. 

Christian, Jew, we’re all the 
same, 

Never forget that, it’s simple 
and plain. 

Isabella Lawton 

During the trip Auschwitz Birke-
nau was by far the most upset-

ting and surreal place we visited. 
The horror we read and learn 

about was right in front of our 

eyes, from the hair shaved off the 
innocent victims’ belongings, 

which created mountains in dis-
play cases. The pictures of the 

murdered people filled a long 
hallway in one of the bunkers 

which to me was the most upset-

ting as you could fully relate to as 
a name and age now had a face. 

The boney faces and striped uni-
form from the pictures was also 

extremely upsetting as the peo-

ples’ unique identity was totally 
taken away, simply because they 

believed in the ‘wrong’ faith. This 
experience now tells me to ap-

preciate the life I have. 

Georgia Longworth 

A school trip I will never forget 
Full of knowledge and history. 

I don’t want it to end just yet, 
When you go exploring, noth-

ing is a mystery. 

We went to Auschwitz, a horri-
ble place, 

It was very hard to cope 
I saw everyone’s faces 

And it didn’t give me much 
hope 

The history was shocking 

And very hard to hear 
I could almost hear the 

trapped people knocking 
Screaming, ‘Help me please, 

we’re locked in here.’ 

http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
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CONGRATULATIONS to Oliver in 

Year 8 who has won the UK wres-

tling championships. 
 

 

Wrestling success 

‘MEMBERS of the Charities Committee 

have been hard at work this half term 
promoting each year group’s respec-

tive charities as well as leading wor-
ship of stewardship and the 

Christmas Appeal. 

 
This year, the Charities Com-

mittee chose to support ‘Send 
A Cow’, a charity based on 

sending cows to Africa to sup-
port and sustain villages in 

Africa.  

 
‘Send A Cow’ will be supported 

by each tutorial as we aim to 
send as many animals as pos-

sible to Africa.  

A gripping worship was led completely by the Charities Commit-
tee across all year groups, explaining to the whole school 

through videos, quizzes and Bible verses, how important charita-
ble giving is to us at St Michael’s. The worship ended in prayer 

and Bible readings to reinforce the importance of stewardship, 
particularly at Christmas time. 

 

This term, we a have also raised a £1, 268 for Children In Need – a figure which amazed charity organis-
ers when they replied to our letter. Our non-uniform day was enjoyed by staff and pupils who once again 

teamed together to raise as much money as possible.  
 

This term, we also received a letter of thanks from Oxfam Unwrapped, another charity that we have sup-

ported for many years at Christmas. 
 

Thank you for everybody’s continued support of all the charitable work we do here at St Michael’s – it is 
greatly appreciated.  

Supporting charities 

Saint Michael’s News 
Saint Michael's CE High School,  

Astley Road,  
Chorley,  

Growing in spirit 
Simon meeting the Charities Committee members 

PUPILS in 9X Triple Science were studying conser-

vation in their ecology topic and they hit upon the 

idea of their class sponsoring a giraffe. 
 

Teacher Mrs Hall helped organise donations brought in by the class 
and they now support ‘Kyle’ the giraffe they named themselves, in 

conjunction with the London Zoological Society!  

Introducing Kyle... 

PUPILS at St 

Michael’s are enjoy-
ing Christmas cele-

brations! 
 

The annual carol service took place on Thursday 13 December at 

St Paul’s Church in Adlington where the choirs and readers brought 
to life the true message of Christmas.  

 
Pupils have also been enjoying Carols in the Quad, a new and very 

enjoyable tradition at St Michael’s. 
 

Year 11 pupils are also looking forward to their Christmas jumper 

and karaoke day, a special treat for hard work in their mocks! 

Christmas cheer 

Charities 2018-19 

Year 11 = Scotty’s Little Soldiers 
Year 10 = Life Now 

Year 9 = Help the Homeless 
Year 8 = Sponsor a Child 

Year 7 = LEPRA 


