
portance of labelling all indi-
vidual items? Our full uniform 

and appearance regulations 

are in the personal organiser 
as well as on the school web-

site. Please may we ask for 
your continued support in 

helping to ensure that the 
following aspects of our dress 

code in particular, are ad-

hered to at all times:  
 

Girls Skirts: Regulation 
badged skirt supplied by the 

school preferred supplier 

JADA.  Length of skirt no 
more than 3 inches from 

the knee. Skirt waist-
bands must not be rolled 

over.  

Trousers: Black plain tradi-
tional style, NOT skinny fit. 

Shoes: Black traditional style. 
No trainer style or canvas 

allowed. See images on the 
website if unsure. 

Hair: This must be of a natu-

rally occurring shade. No 
shaven heads (no shorter 

than a number 2 sides 
and back). No lines cut into 

the hair or extreme fashion 

styles. Plain hair bands/slides
-black only. 

Ties: Clip on ties only (which 
should be free from graffiti/ 

pen marks)   
Failure to follow the uniform 

and appearance policy will 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
This has, once again, been 

a very busy and intense half 

term with the demands of 
the GCSEs, the start of the 

new academic year and 
various extraordinary curric-

ular and extra-curricular 
activities, including Chris-

tian Values Enrichment 

Days, sporting and musical 
events and visits from our 

feeder primary schools.  I 
trust you will enjoy reading 

the many articles in the 

‘bumper’ newsletter which 
showcases just a few of the 

varied activities taking place 
at St Michael’s.  We have a 

great deal to celebrate and 
be thankful for.   

 

We trust that our wonderful 
former Year 11 pupils who 

enjoyed a fantastic ‘prom’ 
this half term will be suc-

cessful in their achieve-

ments.  Organisers of the 
event were especially grate-

ful to Kilhey Court for 
providing a new 

‘emergency’ venue at such 

short notice following the 
fires at Winter Hill and the 

subsequent difficulties with 
our intended venue, Riving-

ton Barn; the evening did 
not in any way disappoint!  

We look forward to receiv-

ing our Year 11 examination 
results which will be availa-

ble for pupils at 9.00 am on 
Thursday 23 August.  They 

have been a truly magnifi-

cent group of young people 
and we wish them well in 

the future.  
 

This half term we welcomed 
our New Year 7 pupils for 

their induction day.  They 

gave a very positive first 
impression and were clearly 

looking forward to coming 

to St Michael’s in Septem-
ber.  I am sure that they 

will embrace all of the 
amazing opportunities avail-

able to them. 
 

Congratulations! 

There has been much for 
our young people to cele-

brate at recent events! 
Summer Music was once 

again a resounding success 

with various talented and 
exceptional soloists, choirs, 

ensembles, bands and 
groups. Similarly, our Year 

11 GCSE Art, Textiles and 
Technology display, held for 

the first time on the same 

evening, truly showcased 
the talent and creativity of 

our young people.  
 

For an amazing 19th con-

secutive year we were 
Chorley and District Athletic 

Champions; an absolutely 
wonderful achievement and 

a testament to the great 

ability, talent, dedication 
and drive of pupils and staff 

over many years.  Well 
done to all who have repre-

sented school so well and a 
huge thank you to parents 

and carers who support all 

the extra-curricular activi-
ties. 

 
Uniform 

Thank you for your contin-

ued support in helping to 
meet our high expectations 

and standards of uniform.  
If you are intending to pur-

chase new items of uniform 
in the summer please can I 

remind you of the im-

Message from the Headteacher 
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St Michael’s Church of England High School 
A Church of England Academy 
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Deputy Headteachers: Mr J Chadwick BEd Hons, Mrs C Hooley BA Hons 
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result in working in isolation from the rest of 

the class. School will be the final arbiter 
of uniform related issues. 

 
Attendance 

Thank you for your support in helping to avoid taking your children out of school in term time.  Please 

may I remind parents and carers that any requests for absence may only be authorised in exceptional 
circumstances.  Attendance at school is one of the biggest influences on success. We would ask all par-

ents to support us by ensuring that your son/daughter attends school regularly. The following table 
shows how our recent attendance figures affected achievement. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

It is with this in mind, that no absences will be authorized when attendance is at or below 93% or when 
the pupil is in Years 10 – 11. 

 
Building projects 

We continue to work on upgrading our facilities.  We are hoping our new canopy/buttery area will be 

ready for use in September and will provide a new spacious canteen area for our young people to enjoy 
their break and lunch times.  Similarly, renovation work on the containers by the sports hall will also pro-

vide extra seating space for pupils in their recreation time.  
 

Fond farewells 

This is a time of year when we say goodbye to a number of colleagues:  
 

Mrs Carol Berry is retiring after 26 years of dedicated service to St Michael’s.  She joined the school as a 
Teacher of RE and Music and has been both Head of RE and Curriculum Leader for Humanities in her 

time here.  Mrs Helen Walsh is also taking her retirement this summer, after more than 15 years in her 

position as Teacher of Science. Mr Scott Koole, who for 14 years has been a valued member of the Eng-
lish department, will also be leaving, as will Mrs Vicky Kinneavy, our Pupil Engagement Coordinator 

(wellbeing), who will be taking up a new challenge as an Education Liaison Officer for the Safeguarding 
Team at Northumberland County Council. Earlier this term we also said goodbye to Mrs Clare Kiernan 

who has been a familiar face in our front office during the past year. We thank them all for their out-
standing contribution to life at St Michael’s and wish them every happiness in the future. 

 

This term has seen the return from maternity leave of Mrs Antonia Walsh and, following the summer, 
Mrs Jennie Clapp will also be returning to the English department after her maternity leave. It is wonder-

ful to have these valued members of staff back on ‘Team St Michael’s’ but we also express our sincere 
thanks to the teachers who have provided maternity cover; Mrs Lauren Taylor, who has shared her tal-

ent and enthusiasm to the Dance department and Mrs Anne Murray, who has diligently supported Eng-

lish. Thank you for all you have done to maintain the high standards of learning and teaching for our 
young people! 

 
Our Presentation Ceremonies take place on Tuesday 24 July and you will be notified if your child is to 

receive an award. Term comes to an end at 13.00 on Wednesday 25 July. 
  

May I wish you all a safe and happy summer holiday! 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs J Jenks 

 

Headteacher 

Mrs Jenks continues... 

Attendance 
% 5A*-C  

Inc En & Ma 

Progress 8 
Score 

> 97% 95% 0.5 

90% - 97% 88% 0.05 

86% - 90% 66% -0.6 

< 86% 15% -1.2 
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PUPILS enjoyed a day 

of varied and exciting 
off-timetable activities underpinned by Christian Values on the first Enrichment 

Day this half term. 

 
YEAR 10 spent the day at Runshaw College having selected courses they may like to 

pursue on leaving school. 
 

This was aimed at giving them a taste of college life, 
enjoying a little sample of the subjects offered at the 

Leyland College. 

 
YEAR 9 enjoyed half a day teambuilding with the 

Army and the other half of the day working on pro-
gramming and computing skills. 

 

In addition to the Christian value of endurance, prob-
lem solving and getting rather wet also played rather 

a large part in the enjoyment of the day, with a team 
sponge passing activity and inter-tutorial water relay! 

 
Army personnel commented on the spirit of all 

Year 9 pupils, stating they were impressed that all 

pupils were so keen to get involved and complete 
the tasks. 

 
YEAR 8 explored koinonia, looking at different 

cultures and communities in Europe, underpinned 

by a World Cup theme. 

Staff in the MFL and Technology department joined 

forces for the day, with pupils taking part in activities 
including learning a little Spanish and Russian, de-

signing their own football boots or shoes, making a 

key chain,  
 

Pupils commented on how much they enjoyed the 
creative aspect to the day, whilst also 

learning about the challenges and inequali-

ties of living in the countries taking part in 
the World Cup. 

 
YEAR 7 this year did not take their usual 

trip to Chester Cathedral on this day, but 
having been to the city on the first day 

back after half term, used the day produc-

tively completing important RE, History 
and Geography follow-up work.  

 
They completed a presentation incorporat-

ing all the Humanities subjects presenting 

it to their class at the end of the day. 

Christian Values Enrichment Day 

Growing in spirit 

Monday 18 June 

Teamwork in the sponge relay 
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PUPILS in every year group have 

once again been victorious at 
Robin Park, taking all first place 

trophies across the board. 
 

Our amazing athletes showed fabulous team 

spirit, working together and achieving numer-
ous personal bests when they took on the oth-

er Chorley Schools in the District Sports Com-
petition. 

 
This is the 19th consecutive year that St 

Michael’s has won first place and the 24th time 

out of 26 when we have emerged victorious in 
all four year groups. 

 
More than 100 pupils took part in all the differ-

ent athletic activities. 

 
Acting Curriculum Leader for PE, Mrs Rachel Brunsden, said: ‘Once again what a fantastic achievement!  

 
‘The pupils represented Team St Michael’s in an incredi-

ble manner demonstrating excellent sportsmanship, 
performances and many district records were beaten.  

 

‘The PE department are very proud of the team and 
what a pleasure it has been to work with such talented 

pupils.  
 

‘Congratulations to all that 

were in-

volved - it 
is a privi-

lege to 
lead such 

hard working pupils and staff and it is great that they 
have been rewarded with the title of District Athletics 

Champions of 2018.  

 
‘Well done team St Michael's!’ 

Robin Park victory! 

 Parents are welcome to browse the school's Moodle at 

http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk 
 

Click on Parent Zone > Log in as Guest User > Agree 
Site Policy > and there you are!  Parents do not need a username for the public areas of 

Moodle. 

 
The areas accessible to parents include weekly prayers, worship, weekly listings of clubs, 

revision advice, technical support and occasional questionnaires to give feedback on 
events. 

 
Pupils can visit Moodle Club in H7 on any day of the week at lunchtime throughout the 

year for advice, support in accessing home learning, and the resolution of password con-

Growing in spirit 

Growing in body 

http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
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ARTWORK of the month is created by Jessica 

Holding in Year 10. 

 
Curriculum Leader for Technology, Mrs Cardwell, 

said: ‘A lovely well observed drawing of a still life 
that Jessica set up in the art room. Great sensitive 

use of pencil. Well done Jessica!’ 

Artwork of the Month 

MORE than 100 

pupils shared their 
musical talents to 

entertain guests at 
this year’s Summer Music. Plus on the same evening GCSE pupils wowed visitors 

and guests as they visited the spectacular art, textiles and DT display in the An-

nie Hilton Training Suite. 
 

It was certainly an evening of talent and culture at St Michael’s on the evening of Wednesday 4 July! 
 

The annual GCSE art display was once again a 
display of dazzling GCSE non exam assessment 

work with visitors commenting on the professional 

quality of the work. 
 

And this was followed by the annual Summer Mu-
sic concert, with some toe tapping performances 

by the school choirs, the Armstrong Choir, Chapel 

Choir and the Big Choir and some fantastic solo 
performances by 

our Principal Musi-
cians, Jennah Bull-

ock and Edward 
Slorick. 

 

The Wind Band, Brass Academy, Woodwind Academies and String group 
also performed a varied programme with the Steel Pan teams providing 

calypso rhythms. 
 

The Jazz Band gave a lively rendition of Jack the Knife and the Worship 

Band also performed ‘Beautiful’ beautifully! 
 

A fabulous evening celebrating all that is the Arts at St Michael’s. Well 
done to all pupils involved and to the staff who helped make this evening 

happen! 

Music and Art on a Summer’s Night 

OUR Year 7 

and 8 girls’ 
tennis team 

won 2nd 
place in the Lawn Tennis Association’s British Ten-

nis regional final in Rainford. 

 
Anna Makinson, Jessica Fisher, Megan Sofield and 

Chloe Stevenson Smith made up the successful 
team who were delighted to claim the Runners Up 

place. A huge well done to all the team! 

Tennis success 

Growing in spirit 
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MRS CAROL Berry has 

been a member of staff at 
St Michael’s for 26 years 

but will be leaving us this summer as she takes her retirement from teaching. 

 
Mrs Berry began her time at this school as both an RE and Music teacher, 

joining us in September 1991 and initially helping out with the Chapel Choir, 
an experience she says she ‘loved.’ 

 
A keen musician, playing the piano, violin and 

viola, she then took on responsibilities for PSHE 

as well as being a part time RE teacher, then 
Head of RE and then the position she now holds, 

Curriculum Leader for Humanities. 
 

‘It has been such a privilege to work with young 

people and I am seriously going to miss both the 
pupils and the staff,’ says Mrs Berry. 

 
‘It is so wonderful to see young people investigating the big questions of the-

ology and to experience the joy of those moments when you really see someone ‘getting it!’ 
 

‘It has also been such a privilege to be part of such an inspirational department over the years.’ 

 
Mrs Berry also works with the Diocese and with SIAMS, the Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Method-

ist Schools. Though retiring from teaching, she hopes to continue working with them. 
 

MRS HELEN Walsh has been teaching Science at St 

Michael’s for fifteen and a half years and will also 
be very sadly missed when she retires at the end of this term. 

 
Mrs Walsh has been particularly strategic in teaching both the BTEC, and 

before this, the GNVQ courses, but it is the forensics that she says she has 

‘absolutely adored’ teaching. 
 

She echoes Mrs Berry’s words: ‘I’ve really really loved teaching forensics to 
pupils over the years. It’s that moment when they suddenly see what you 

see, when you’ve done something really difficult and suddenly they ‘get it!’ 
 

‘It’s the feeling you get when you suddenly see it in their faces!’ 

 
Mrs Walsh also says she will deeply miss both the pupils and 

staff at St Michael’s but is hoping retirement opens up more 
time for her to explore her hobby of botany. 

 

A keen gardener, she says: ‘‘I’m going to hopefully have 
more time to potter and to try to grow new exotic plants 

I’ve never grown before. 
 

‘I already grow citrus and limes and I’ve already bought some vines to see if I can get grapes growing.’ 
 

Her husband has already been earmarked for helping with a conservatory renovation to facilitate this! 

 
We wish both Mrs Walsh and Mrs Berry a relaxing retirement and the best of luck for the future! 

Fond farewells to staff 
Mrs Carol Berry 

Mrs Helen Walsh 

For updates and reminders or just to keep in 
touch... why not follow us: @SaintMichaelsCE    
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OUR PUPIL Manager for 
Year 8 and Student En-

gagement Coordinator Mrs Vicky Kinneavy will be leaving us at summer as she is relocating to the North 

East. 
 

Mrs Kinneavy has worked at St Michael’s for three years and will take up a position as an Education Liai-
son Officer for the Safeguarding Team at Northumberland County Council. 

 
As well as a valuable member of the pastoral team, Mrs Kinneavy is a familiar face helping out at the 

Christmas Carol Service, productions, services and Summer Music and she will be sorely missed. 

 
She says: ‘I will certainly miss the staff and the pupils and just being part of the Team St Michael’s fami-

ly!’ 
 

Mr Scott Koole will also be leaving St Michael’s at summer and Mrs Clare Kiernan, a familiar face in the 

front office for the past year has also left us this half term. We also thank Mrs Ann Murray for her dili-
gence and dedication completing a maternity cover for Mrs Clapp who will be returning after summer 

and Mrs Lauren Taylor for all she has done for the Dance Department. 
We send all our staff best wishes for the future! 

Fond farewells to staff 
Mrs Victoria  

Kinneavy 

Year 11 dancers Adam and Jessica have just returned from the U:Dance Nationals in Ipswich after being 

selected to represent the North West! 
 

The talented pair auditioned for the Ludus Youth Dance 
Company last year and their piece was chosen out of 20 

groups to represent the region. 
 

Dance Teacher, Mrs Elizabeth Burgess, said: ‘The lucky 

pupils got to experience workshops with professional 
companies (National Youth Dance Company and Alexan-

der Whitely), watch the other groups performances and 
perform in yet another professional theatre.  

 

‘It was a fantastic achievement and brilliant opportunity!’ 

Representing the North West 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS!
Attendance of 90% or less means 
that you are absent from lessons for 

the equivalent of one half-day every 
week and four whole weeks of les-

sons over the school year. This is 

now the level for ‘Persistent Ab-
sence.’ 

 
80% attendance is the same as hav-

ing a day off every week. As few as 

17 missed days over the school year 
reduces your chances of success. 

Your GCSE results could drop by one 
grade across all subjects. 

If your attendance is 80% from Year 7 to Year 11, you will have missed over one full year of education. 
Once again thank you to all our parents and carers for your continued support in ensuring your child’s at-

tendance and punctuality is the best it can be. 
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FOUR AVID readers have leafed 

through a long list of books be-
fore being instrumental in se-

lecting the Lancashire Book of 
the Year. 

 

On Friday 5th July the pupils from Year 9 visited UCLAN 
where they debated with other youngsters from the re-

gion’s schools to finally select ‘See how they lie’ by Sue 
Wallman as the overall 2018 winner. 

 

The pupils were able to meet the authors of the shortlisted books and listen to them talk about their books 
and writing techniques. 

 
The Lancashire Book of the Year Awards is the longest running young people's regional book award in the 

country. 
  

The process involved our Year 9 readers tackling about 60 books in the autumn, whittling the list down to 

11 in the spring and finally selecting one winner in the summer.  
 

As well as debating with other readers, the group also worked with UCLAN lecturers and students, wrote 
critiques and finally attended the major event in July. 

 

Librarian, Mrs Hull, said: ‘This is a great project which is brilliantly organised by Lancashire Libraries. The 
award remains one of the few book awards in which young people themselves are solely responsible for 

choosing both the shortlist and the overall winning book.’ 

Reading fun! 

S A I N T  
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PUPILS in Year 7 had a real flavour of France when they 

were treated to a French breakfast. 

 
The young 

linguists 
have this 

year learnt 
how to or-

der various food and drink in the country as well as under-

standing a little of the culture and cuisine of the country. 
 

Pupils enjoyed sampling croissants and practising their 
speaking skills as a special end-of-year treat. 

The flavour of France 

Growing in mind 

WE SAID a big hello to our new Year 7 this half term when 

they popped along to St Michael’s for their Sampling Day. 

 
Pupils from all our feeder primary schools attended the day, 

which involved a double lesson of Science experiments and 
other exciting new lessons including Drama, Dance, German 

and Learning to Learn. 
We look forward to welcoming them to ‘Team St Michael’s’ in September. 

Welcome to our new Year 7 
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FOLLOW-

ING the 
worship on 

Christian 
Aid more 

than 400 pupils sent letters to Teresa May stating their support for justice for internally displaced people. 

 
And we are delighted to say we have 

now received a reply from the Depart-
ment of International Development, 

thanking our pupils for their petition 
cards and explaining what the UK is do-

ing to help fight for justice across the 

globe. 
 

Pupils in all year groups were invited to 
work for justice, campaign for change 

and be pro-active to make the world a 

better place, as part of Christian Aid 
Week. 

 
The letter from  the Department for In-

ternational Development (DFID), explains 
how it leads the UK’s work to end extreme poverty and its aims are to build a 

better and safer, healthier and more prosperous world for everyone. 

 
DFID has been delivering development and humanitarian pro-

grammes to help refugees and migrants in conflict situations around the world. 
 

Pupils were thanked for sharing their concerns. 

A letter from the Government 

Growing in spirit 

TERRIFIC tennis was played by both our male and female tennis stars 

at the County Tennis Finals this half term. 
 

And the girls’ team celebrated success in being Runners Up in the com-
petition. 

 

Our two teams represented Chorley District in the finals which took place at 
South Ribble Tennis Club.  

 
Jess Fisher, Anna Makinson, Corey Fernie & 

Jack Bottoms tested their skills against well 
established sporting schools such at Arnold 

King Edward School, Hutton Grammar and 

Clitheroe Grammar.  
 

PE teacher, Mr Kohler, said: ‘The boys had a 
difficult day but pushed every school to ensure 

they did not lose without a fight. The boys def-

initely learned a lot from the experience and 
hope to come back stronger next year.  

 
‘The girls had a very successful summer’s day 

beating almost everything in their path.  
 

‘Draws against Broughton High School and eventual winners, Arnold King Edward, proved pivotal as we 

narrowly came runners up in the girls category to AKS, who won only one more game than ourselves.  
 

‘Our pupils played in the true spirit of the game and conducted themselves extremely well showing com-
petitiveness but real sportsmanship throughout the day. Thank you to South Ribble SSP for a fantastically 

organised event but mostly thank you to our pupils for their great efforts and particularly congratulations 

for our Girls’ Team, in finishing in 2nd place in a fiercely contested Girls Tennis County Finals.’ 

Top tennis 

Growing in body 

Campaigning for  

justice for all during 
Christian Aid week 
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AS USUAL we have been very busy in the 

science department recently, with several 

events sponsored by the Ogden Trust taking place, and the Year 8 and Year 9 Science Ambassadors 
have been at the centre of it all, making it a success. 

Superhero Science is always a 
fun day! We invited pupils from 

our local primary schools to en-
joy a day of STEM activities. 

They watched a show of science demonstrations delivered by a repre-

sentative from Science Made Simple, took part in quizzes, and then un-
dertook the challenge of building a tower out of spaghetti and marshmal-

lows, upon which they had to balance a little plastic superhero.  
 

Our Science Ambassadors were on hand throughout the event to help the 

primary children complete their challenge, and they were a huge help to 
the science teachers in running errands, tidying up (it’s a very messy activity), and setting up for other 

schools. Their help is invaluable and we couldn’t run this event without them. 
 

Our Year 9 Science Ambassadors 
have also taken part in the Phys-

ics Olympics, which is a competi-

tion organised by Natasha Fox 
at Albany Academy.  

 
We took two teams of four Science Ambassadors and 

they took part in various challenges that put their 

knowledge of physics and engineering skills to the test.  
 

We competed against several high school teams, and we 
definitely gave them a run for their money. This year we 

won the trophy for floating the most marbles in a tank of 

water for the third time running, and the trophy for the 
best balloon car, which travelled the furthest.  

 
Well done to Alice Bentham, Jessica Holding, Ella 

MacRae and Amelynn Saaiman on winning the trophies.  
 

As our current Year 9 Science Ambassadors 

move into Year 10 it’s time to bid them farewell so they can focus on their 
GCSE studies. If they wish to keep their hand in though, Mrs Blair runs her 

own group of Science Leaders, and I will be calling on the former Ambassadors to help train the next set 
of pupils who will be recruited from our current Year 7 as they move into Year 8. 

 

So I’d like to say a special thank you to Elloise Baines, Alice Bentham, Anna Cogan, Callum Deighton, 
Jessica Holding, Cameron Jayne, Ella MacRae, Amelynn Saaiman, Rebecca Troake, James Walmsley and 

Benjamin Wadmore for your interest, enthusiasm and support of the science department over the last 2 
years. 

 
With our Year 9 ambassadors mov-

ing up to Year 10 it’s time to recruit 

a new team from our current Year 7 pupils. Pupils who are interested have collected a letter that ex-
plains what being a Science Ambassador is all about and they will write a letter of application. 

 
Unfortunately we can only recruit 10 pupils so the best applications will be the ones that count. I look 

forward to reading the applications and working with the new ambassadors who will be helping in the 

science department at open evening, coming on visits to primary schools to busk to Year 5 groups, and 
taking part in more science shows, demonstrations and competitions.  

 
Another busy year ahead! 

Science news 
IT HAS certainly been a bumper term for 

our young Science enthusiasts. 
Science teacher, Mrs Ashurst, tells us all 

about it... 

Growing in mind and spirit 

Superhero Science 

Physics Olympics 

Thanks! 

New Ambassadors needed! 
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WE’VE ordered Rugby Posts!  

From September 2018, St Michael’s will be able to host rugby fixtures as we con-

tinue to develop rugby at our school. 
 

The St Michael’s Academy Trust has kindly funded the rugby posts that will be constructed over the sum-
mer. This will allow us to develop our training and increase our fixture capacity, welcoming some great 

competition to St Michael’s fields.  
 

We have also introduced ‘Touch Rugby Fridays’ in our final few weeks of the summer term, open to pupils 

from all year groups, both boys and girls.  
 

The sunny weather and dry terrain ensures some extremely fun but highly competitive touch rugby.  
 

This term also saw us create our first Girls Rugby Team as we 

took part in the Chorley Schools Touch Rugby 9s Tournament 
at Holy Cross.  

 
Our girls, who have been training hard but for only three weeks 

with Wigan Warriors’ Kyle Shelford and Mr Kohler, came run-
ners up in a nail biting final against the hosts.  

 

We lost out on points scored, however, this tournament has 
definitely fuelled the fire for many of our girls who have now 

got the ‘rugby bug’. Watch this space as we endeavour to de-
velop girls and boys rugby here at St Michael’s! 

 

We’re looking forward to September already when we return to 
playing fixtures throughout the region again and hopefully 

begin our season with a win on our brand new 
rugby pitch! 

Rugby news Our rugby teams continue to go from 
strength to strength! 

Tuesday 10 July 

On Tuesday 10 July 
Year 8 spent the day 

preparing for the end of year service. This year the theme 

is the coming of peace, to commemorate the end of the 
1st World War.  

 
Pupils enjoyed 

making pop-
pies and doves 

which will be 

used in the 
service. In 

Drama they 
looked at poems and building character, they sponge printed 

flags in Art and also learnt their end of year dance. 

 
                                  Wednesday 11 July 

Year 8 worked alongside the English department to create a new inventive product for school, including 
glass desks, interactive pens and hot / cold uniforms. 

 
Designing the product, wrting a slogan, jingle and advert, preparing a sales pitch and then persuading 

their audience to invest in their product were all activities enjoyed by the teams on their Dragon’s Den 

style day. 

Christian Values Enrichment Days 

Growing in body 

Our new girls team 

YEAR 8 

Making the poppies 
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OUR CREATIVE Year 11s faced a gruelling panel of judges when 

they were involved in the Skills for Work activities as part of their 

Enrichment Days. 
 

Pitches ranging from new cafes in Chorley to doggy bag dispensers 
were presented to the ‘celebrity’ judges made up of Dragon’s Den 

characters (aka Mrs Jenks, Mrs Brotherton and two guests attend-
ing the day.) 

Pupils worked in groups, along-

side a visitor from the world of 
work, to create a business plan, 

calculate finances, discuss mar-
keting techniques and decide 

how they were going to attract investment before the top three plans 

were chosen and presented to the ‘Dragons.’    
 

Other activities pupils enjoyed included building the tallest tower out of 
marshmallows and straws, a ‘find and retrieve’ activity with newspapers and creating a gravity run where 

pupils designed and built a roller coaster . 
 

Teams also had to follow instructions to create a product by trading and bargaining with their resources. 

 
Employability skills and interview techniques were also featured—all encouraging pupils to develop vital 

teamworking and problem solving skills. 
 

Year 11 pupil, Daisy Royle, said: ‘I enjoyed the creativity of the day, especially the gravity run.’ 

‘It was so much fun,’ added Harry Norris. 

Skills for Work Morgan McCaffrey writes about the Year 11 
Christian Values Enrichment Days 

Tuesday 10 July 

PUPILS had a day in 
two halves on their Christian Values Enrichment Day. Half the day was organised by the Maths depart-

ment, with pupils deciding on a product or service to market, discussing finances and learning about 

crowd funding. 
 

We were delighted to invite guest speakers to lead sessions with our Year 10 for the other half of the day. 
 

Pupils were encouraged to think about challenging topics within a Christian context, including relation-
ships, pornography, bereavement and stress and anxiety. 

 
The aim of these sessions was to help our young people embrace change, develop resilience during diffi-
cult times, feel positive about who they are and enjoy healthy, safe, responsible and fulfilled lives.  

 
Thanks go to James Gwynn Thomas and Curate Ed from Buckshaw Village Church, Revd James Goodwin-

Hudson, Vicar at Wellfield Church, and Christian Youth Worker Ta-

bitha Halliwell for leading such thought-provoking sessions. 
 

Wednesday 22 July 
Once again the familiar sounds of Bang Drum were heard echoing 

around school as the Year 10 pupils had a truly inspirational day 

learning about the rhythms and culture of Afro Brazilian carnival. 
 

Pupils took part in various activities where they could develop their 
own particular interests in percussion and dance or learning some 

challenging Afro-Brazilian songs.  

Christian Values Enrichment Day 

Growing in mind and spirit 

Practising their dancing 

YEAR 10 
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FOLLOWING an extremely competitive application 

process, this term saw 39 Year 9 pupils become 
Peer Mentors.  

 
This role provides a wealth of leadership experience as pupils learn new skills in management, commit-

ment, organisation, reliability, well-being and compassion.  

 
The pupils completed training with Mr Kohler, Mr Neville and our Christian Youth Worker, Simon, in order 

to prepare for the role that begins as pupils move into Year 10.  
 

After a successful afternoon, the pupils received shiny new Peer Mentor badges from Mrs Jenks & Mr 
Chadwick, who congratulated them on their success. 

 

Mr Kohler writes: ‘The Peer Mentors were pivotal in our Intro-
duction Day on Wednesday 4th July where they welcomed our 

new Year 7 intake as they experienced a day in the life of a St 
Michael’s pupil.  

 

‘Our Peer Mentors supported the new year group as they famil-
iarised themselves with their new surroundings, answering 

questions and ensuring our new pupils had a successful and 
enjoyable day.’ 

New Peer Mentors 

Our new Peer Mentors 

TOURNAMENT success has come to our Year 7 and 8 

rounders teams. 
 

On Wednesday 4 July Year 7 and 8 pupils competed in the 
district tournament at Southlands, with the Year 7 team winning and becoming the district rounders 

champions and the Year 8 team coming runners up. 

 
Acting Curriculum Leader for PE, Mrs Brunsden, said: ‘The pupils were outstanding and have been so 

committed to practices for the past three months. Congratulations to all of the girls who participated in 
the tournament.’ 

Rounders wins 

AN EXCITING day spent at Chester Cathedral was enjoyed 

by our Year 7 pupils at the start of this half term. 
 

The pupils took part in Humanities activities including 
dressing up and learning about the life of monks, sampling their simple cuisine of bread and apple juice 

(wine!) and making candles from beeswax. 

 
They also made an ‘ACTS’ bracelet, standing for Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving and Supplication 

and completed a Geography survey, asking members of the public how they arrived in Chester and 
where they were from. 

 
The day culiminated in a service held in the beautiful Cathedral. 

 

Year 7 pupil, Taylor Blan, said: ‘It was really interesting and good 
day.’  

 
Gregory Tyrer added: ‘It was a really exciting experience!’ 

 

Chester Cathedral 

Growing in mind and spirit 

COUNTY champions for athletics is the deserving 

title for our Year 7 girls team. 
 

Tuesday 3 July marked the day of the Lancashire 
Youth Games at Stanley Park where nine of our Year 7 girls represented the district in the county ath-

letics competition.  

 
Acting Curriculum Leader for PE, Mrs Brunsden, said: ‘There were some incredible performances and 

the team became Athletics County Champions. Well done to everyone in contributing to such a fantastic 
day!’ 

Athletics champions 
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REPRESENTATIVES from all year groups met 

to air the views of their tutorials at this 
term’s School Council Meeting. 

 
Our School Council Representatives, along with our Head Boy, Head Girl and 

Deputies met in the Training Suite 

on Thursday 5 July.  
 

The agenda was formulated by the Deputy Head Prefect 
Team and pupils discussed possible improvements to 

school, giving our pupils valuable experience in taking part 
in a professional business meeting with a formal agenda.  

 

Mr Kohler, 
who organis-

es Student 
Leadership in 

school, said: 

‘The meeting, 
always chaired by the Student Leadership Team, was once 

again a great success and a great platform to ensure our 
pupils have their opinions heard and hear of any action to 

be taken.  
 

‘We would like to take this chance to thank all School Council Representatives who have engaged in 

School Council and represented tutorials so well during this academic year.’ 

School Council meets 

TWO TALENTED riders have won through to the National  

Show jumping Championships. 
 

Forner Year 11 pupil Ella Koole and Year 10s Emma Wall 
both regularly compete on behalf of West Lancashire 

County Branch of the Pony Club as well as competing in 

British Show Jumping and British Eventing. 
 

On the 1st July they competed in 
a team and, being the 

only team to go dou-
ble clear, won the 

Area Show Jumping 

Final which means 
that they will go on to 

compete at  the Na-
tional Championships 

in August.  

 
Emma has been riding since she was four years old and has compet-

ed in international competitions before. 
 

‘It’s quite scary,’ she said. ‘It’s also very thrilling. You have to focus 
on lots of skills to be able to ride your best.’ 

 

Emma enjoys competing at a high level and has dreams to eventual-
ly take part in the Olympics. 

Horse champions 

Growing in spirit 

Growing in spirit 

Year 11—Important Notice!  
The awarding bodies have designated Wednesday 26 June 2019 as a ‘contingency day’ for 

examinations. The designation of a ‘contingency day’ within the common examination time-

table is in the event of national or local disruption to examinations. It is part of the award-
ing bodies’ standard contingency planning for examinations. All candidates must remain 

available until Wednesday 26 June 2019 should an awarding body need to invoke its contin-

gency plan. 
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FOUR top talented dancers have successfully won a place 

with a prestigious dance group. 
 

Mia Henderson Grant, Jessica Wilson, Jenson Birchall and 
Jessica Carey all successfully auditioned for Ludus Youth dance this year.  

 

The pupils had to complete an application stating what got them into dance and 
why they thought they'd be good for Ludus. They then had to attend an audition 

day to take part in practical workshops.  
 

The four pupils were successful and will begin their year as part of this fantastic company later in July. 
They will meet each month and take part in performances and competitions throughout the year.  

 

Dance teacher, Mrs Burgess, said: ‘This is a truly great experience and will enhance all the work they do 
on the GCSE dance course.’ 

 
A LUNCHTIME of dance took place in the school hall 

this half term as the dance department performed 

their first lunchtime showcase.  
 

Pupils performed class work or extra curricular work that they were proud of or wanted to have the op-
portunity to perform to a live audience – as this needs to be practised!   

 
There were ten performances in total 

which began with the new Dance Academy 

and featured Year 7 and Year 8 dance 
clubs, ABDC, Year 9 GCSE work, a solo 

performance and a duet.  
 

Mrs Burgess said: ‘All the work that was 

performed was the pupils’ own work.  
 

‘It was fantastic to see the talent that we 
have at school and so many pupils sup-

porting them in the audience during their 

lunchtime. We really hope that this will be 
the first of many lunchtime showcases.’ 

Top dancers 

Growing in body 

THE FIRES in Rivington nearly extinguished 

this year’s Year 11 prom … but luckily the 
prom did go on, as Kilhey Court stepped in 

and saved the day! 
 

Our Year 11 pupils were horrified to learn just four days before their long 

awaited celebration, that the moor fires meant that Rivington 
Barn, the venue for this year’s prom, had been 

forced to close! 
 

But following a frantic few phone calls, Mrs Lucas 
managed to rescue the event, finding Kilhey Court keen to welcome our 

pupils on the Wednesday 

evening! 
 

As usual, all manner of 
transport arrived at the 

venue, with the prom 

kings and queens looking 
as beautiful as ever. 

 
And a wonderful summer’s evening of dancing and 

dining was enjoyed by all. 
Our best wishes go out to all of our Year 11 leavers 

and we wish them well in the future. 

The prom will go on! 

Growing in spirit 

A lunchtime showcase 
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FIVE intrepid Design and Technology enthusiasts have en-

tered their first ever drone competition. 
 

The pupils from Years 8 and 9 have been spending time 
over several weeks designing and building a micro drone during a lunch time 

club in Design and Technology.  

 
The pupils have been looking into 3D computer aided design in order to create 

and 3D print the final chassis. 
 

They were then able to test fly their working drone at 
the first ever Airgineers’ Drone Competition in Chesh-

ire.  

 
Flying skills were put to the test as they had to ma-

noeuvre around obstacles and capture 'flags' to try to 
beat their opponents.  

 

It was a fantastic event and of course the pupils; Mat-
thew Turner, Amy Walmsley, Michael Cooper, Simon 

Ball, Cameron Jayne and Josh Brett represented St 
Michael's commendably. 

Drone designers 

Growing in body 

A FABULOUS season of soccer is being celebrat-

ed by several of our pupils who play for Euxton 
Girls under 12s football team. 

 
Year 8 pupil Casey here is carrying the 2017-18 

trophy for ‘Fair Play’ which their team was recently awarded. This is 

an immense achievement, considering it is voted by all other teams 
in the West Lancashire Girls League. 

 
Not only did the team do well in the league but their attitude and 

application was recognised by their peers. 
 

Casey has been playing with the team for three years and has cap-

tained the team on several occasions. She enjoys playing on the 
wing, but often plays a variety of positions. 

 
She said: ‘I like football because it’s fun and because you just feel 

free when you’re running. It’s like you have no boundaries!’ 

Growing in body and spirit 

YEAR 9 pupil Daniel Sykes has achieved an amazing distinction in 

his Grade 8 flute exam … an impressive accolade for any musi-
cian, but especially for a player so young! 

 
And Year 11 pupil and Principal Musician, Faye Bamford, has also 

achieved an amazing merit in Grade 8 clarinet. 

 
Both talented musicians play in school wind ensembles and have 

been involved in orchestras both in and out of school. 
 

 
Head of Music, Mr White, said: ‘This is an amaz-

ing achievement as it is the highest grade possi-

ble. Very few pupils achieve this whilst still at 
high school.’ 

Grade 8 achievements 

Fair play in football 

Casey proudly showing off her 
team’s Fair Play trophy. 
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HUGE congratulations go to both the Year 9 

and Year 10 rounders teams who won the Dis-
trict Rounders Competition. 

 
The contest was held on June 21 at South-

lands.   

 
PE teacher, Mrs Finch, said: ‘The Year 10 team had dedicated hours of training to prepare for the tour-

nament and this showed with their excellent team work and skill level.  
 

‘The Year 9 team were outstanding as they had new players who stepped in on the day due to injury 
and illness.  

 

‘It was incredible to see how well they worked together and their communication was superb. Their con-
fidence grew with each game and their team work and hard work is what made them so difficult to play 

against.  Well done to both teams who were undefeated and crowned champions of their year group!’ 

KARTING triumphs have been celebrated this 

month with our pupils performing well in a na-
tional competition in Scotland. 

 
Pupils from all year groups, including several 

past pupils, took part in their National Association for Schools and Youth Group Karting championship 

finals at Larkhall at the start of July. 
 

Year 11s Rowan Mackley emerged victorious, coming 1st in the TKM 158 sub class beating 18 other 
karters in the Natska-run competition. 

 
And Bethany Livesey from Year 9 came 6th from a grid of 24 carts in Class 11. 

 

Commendations also go to Year 11’s Leo Crabtree and Daniel Murray, Year 10’s Samuel Perkins, Year 
9’s James Murray, Harrison Shires and Matthew Mather and Year 8’s James Leadbetter. 

Saint Michael’s News 
Saint Michael's CE High School,  

Astley Road,  
Chorley,  

Lancashire  

Karting triumphs 

OUR NEW GCSE historians explored the 

Christian Values of peace, justice and com-

munity at the Imperial War Museum North on the Enrichment 
Days this half term. 

 
History teacher, Mr Cree, writes: ‘There was excellent engage-

ment in the activities on both days with students exploring evi-
dence and asking challenging questions about the past.  

 

‘The museum staff were impressed by the maturity of our stu-
dents and contacted us afterwards to pass on their compliments.’ 

 
Keen Geographers went to Salford Quays on the Enrichment Days to collect data on the land use and 

environmental quality of the area. 

 
This is to support the fieldwork element of the GCSE course which will be tested in an exam at the end 

of Year 11.  
 

Subject Leader for Geography, Mr Clark, said: ‘Pupils worked extremely well and we received many com-
pliments from the public. Profits of the local sweet shop were certainly boosted!’ 

Christian Values Enrichment Days 
YEAR 9 

Rounders stars! 


