
 

 

May 2014 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As we approach the end of another academic year the pace of life at St Michael’s appears to be 
increasing rather than slowing down. Much has happened in this relatively short half term since the 
Easter holiday. The new term, after the half term break will include Sports Finals Day, Chorley and 
District Athletics Competition, the Year 11 Prom, Summer Music, Year 6 Induction Day and Christian 
Values Enrichment Days to name but a few of the scheduled activities! Life here never stands still 
and so much of which there is to commend and celebrate is highlighted in this newsletter. 
 
Your support and involvement in all aspects of life here at St Michael’s is not only very much 
welcomed and appreciated but essential if our Christian ethos and that of “Team St Michael’s” is to 
thrive. Thank you for all that you do to support the school. 
 
At the time of writing, Year 11 are preparing to sit their GCSE examinations. Undoubtedly, this is a 
very important and stressful time for pupils, staff, parents and carers. 
However, Year 11 are a conscientious and dedicated group of young people who have been well 
prepared by an equally conscientious and dedicated staff for all the examinations they are about to 
take. We have every confidence in their abilities and know that they will strive to “do the best that 

they can and be the best that they can”.   

 
I would like to thank parents and carers of Year 11 for their support of school and these exceptional 
young people. I know that you, like us, want only the very best for them. Please help them to keep 
to good routines, attendance at the compulsory revision sessions in school and a healthy perspective 
on all that they do from now until the end of the examination season.  
 
We will be sad to say goodbye to our Year 11 pupils. They are a very special group of young people 
who have made many memorable contributions to the life of St Michael’s over their five years with us 
and we shall miss the unique character of their particular year group. All staff and governors wish 
them every success in their GCSEs and in the future. 
 
Year 10 are also preparing for school examinations. To ensure that revision is effective and they 
have a solid preparation for the main GCSE linear examinations in summer 2015, good habits should 
start now. A quiet room, free from the distractions of the television or mobile devices will help 
prepare these young people for the rigours of the examination season they will face next year.  
 
St Michael’s has received national recognition for the high attainment of its pupils in the 2013 GCSE 
examinations. A recent in-depth analysis of official Department for Education data on all state-funded 
schools in England by SSAT, the national schools’ membership organisation for improvement and 
collaboration, identified our school’s success. We have been awarded the SSAT Educational 
Outcomes Award by being in the top 20% of non-selective schools nationally for high average 
grades achieved by pupils. Sue Williamson, Chief Executive of SSAT, said: “St Michael’s C E High 

School should be congratulated for their exceptional achievement.  They have proved themselves to be 



  
 

 
 

leading the field in improving GCSE outcomes for their students.  These results are testament to the 

commitment and hard work of the students, teachers and leadership team at St Michael’s and show what 

can be achieved when skilled teachers have high expectations and ambition for every young person.”  We 

have received similar awards from SSAT over the last three years. Well done to pupils now at 
college, training or in employment, their parents and carers and of course staff, for this great 
acknowledgement of what we strive to do here! 

 
Following a rigorous selection process from many exceptional applicants, we have appointed our 
senior prefects for the academic year 2014 -2015. I am delighted to announce that Joseph Westhead 
will be our Head Boy and Ellie Smethurst will be our Head Girl. Assisting them will be Deputy Head 
Boys - Benjamin White, Samuel Kirk, Harvey Beckett, Alex Moss, and Nathanael Cutler along with 
Deputy Head Girls - Molly Brock, Charlotte Warren, Christine Agbenu, Eleanor Doran and Gabriella 
McGreavy. I am absolutely certain that this team will do a fantastic job in their new roles. 
 
I would like to offer my gratitude to all our current Year 11 Prefects, Deputies, Sports, Dance, Drama 
and Music Captains but in particular to George Everiss (Head Boy) and Helen Spencer (Head Girl) for 
their outstanding work and commitment. All these young people have been splendid ambassadors for 
St Michael’s. 
 
 
A uniform reminder for the start of the new academic year in June. 
Thank you to all parents and carers who support us in our drive for the very highest standards of 
uniform. 
The correct school uniform may be purchased from our preferred supplier ‘JADA’ located on Eaves 
Lane. Please ensure that you are buying the right trousers for both boys and girls. Boys need to be 
of a traditional style (not skinny fit) and girls need to have the St Michael’s cross on the pocket.  
Please may I also ask that pupils do not wear black canvas shoes for school; black, traditional style 
are the only ones acceptable. 
 
At the end of this half term we are saying goodbye to a very valued member of staff. Miss Linda 
Merrington, who is at present Assistant Headteacher in charge of Pastoral Care, has decided to retire 
after a long and productive career here at St Michael’s. I would like to take this opportunity to wish 
her well in her retirement and to thank her for all she has done for the young people and community 
of St Michael’s during her time with us. Mr John Chadwick will take up the role of Assistant 
Headteacher in charge of Pastoral Care in June. 
 
There have been many occasions this term (far too many to mention individually) when our pupils 
have demonstrated what talented, hardworking and responsible young people they are. It makes me 
extremely proud indeed to be the Headteacher of this wonderful school! 
 
The school newsletter will be available on the website from Wednesday 19 May and I would like to 

remind you that if you wish to receive a hard copy, please do not hesitate to contact school. You can 

also keep in touch with events in school via our website and Twitter account. 

 
Kind regards to you all and thank you once more for your support in the work we do for all pupils 
here at St Michael’s. 
 
 
 
 
Mrs J Heaton 
Headteacher 


