
many of you at our Year 7 
Consultation Evening this 
week and at the Year 9 Con-
sultation Evening after half 
term.  The success of our 
pupils is to a great extent 
dependent on the strong re-
lationships, mutual respect 
and trust developed between 
school, parents and carers.  
Thank you for your continued 
support.  
If you wish to receive a hard 
copy of our Newsletter, 
please do not hesitate to con-
tact school. 
 
Yours sincerely 

Mrs J Jenks 

Headteacher 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope the contents of this 
newsletter will give you a 
flavour of life at St Michael’s 
and the vast array of extra-
curricular activities and 
events which enrich the 
learning experience of our 
pupils. 
 
Production 
 
The production of ‘Children 
of Eden’ was absolutely su-
perb!  The cast and musi-
cians were outstanding as 
were the costumes and the 
set but most impressive 
was the overwhelming 
sense of ‘Team St Michael’s’ 
with staff and pupils work-
ing together to create 
something very special and 
giving us all memories to 
treasure.  Well done to eve-
ryone involved in any way 
in this wonderful experi-
ence, you are all stars! 
 
Success! 
 
Our amazing young people 
have enjoyed considerable 
success this term in a whole 
range of events from bad-
minton, to the Youth 
Speaks competition, the 
Archbishop of York Award, 
netball, climbing, the swim-
ming gala and maths chal-
lenge to name but a few. I 
hope you will take the op-
portunity to read more 
about these events in our 
newsletter which is availa-
ble on our website. I never 
cease to be amazed by the 
wealth of talent and sheer 
dedication of our pupils to 
such a diverse range of ac-
tivities. I am so proud of 
them all.  
 
Year 11 
 
This is a crucial time for our 
Year 11 pupils.  Following 
their mock examinations 
and their reports, which go 
home this week, they now 
have a clear idea of their 

strengths and areas for im-
provement. There is no 
substitute for dedication 
and hard work and I thank 
parents and carers for their 
fantastic support in ensur-
ing full attendance, that 
home learning deadlines 
are met and that pupils at-
tend the many and varied 
after school activities de-
signed to support learning.  
It is quite possible for pu-
pils to improve by one or 
two grades through hard 
work and commitment. Pu-
pils have already been is-
sued with a provisional ex-
amination planner and revi-
sion timetable. Further in-
formation about revision 
strategies will be provided 
at our Year 11 Revision 
Evening on Wednesday 8 
March.  
 

Car park and school 
driveway safety 
 
As parents know, Astley 
Road can be very busy at 
the start and finish of 
school and I would like to 
ask for your support in en-
suring all our pupils are 
able to access and exit the 
school site safely.  Please 
may I remind you that the 
school car park should not 
be used as a turning area 
for vehicles. The preferred 
route for all vehicles is 
down Millfield Road and up 
Astley Road. 
 
Online Safety 
 
This week is safer internet 
week and pupils are think-
ing about how to stay safe 
online through special as-
semblies. I thank you for all 
that you do at home to pro-
mote staying safe on line. 
Further information is in-
cluded in the newsletter 
and will also be available to 
parents during an infor-
mation evening in May.    
 
I look forward to meeting 
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        HIGHLIGHTS 
 
p.2 Children of 
Eden 
 
p.4 Victorious     
Debaters 
 
p.5 Faith in Action 
 
p.6 Smashed     
Project 
 
p.7 World Book 
Day 2017 
 
p. 8 Top Class   
Athletes 
 
p.9 Making a 
Splash 
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CHOICES, risk taking, passion and 
pain are central to the story of the 
musical ‘Children of Eden’, per-
formed in the penultimate week of 
this term to enraptured audiences. 

 
Our wonderful pupils took on the challenge of the creation in their 
new all-singing and dancing production of this joyous, inspirational, 
but somewhat lesser known musical, written by John Caird and 
Stephen Schwartz, who also wrote the popular show ‘Wicked’. 
 
St Michael’s has a long tradition of major productions and this mu-
sical was chosen as it offered every opportunity to involve a large 
cast and therefore draw upon the talents of so many. 
 
Based on the story of Genesis, the age-old conflict of parents and 
children took the stage as ‘Children of Eden’ explored the difficulty 
of choice, the importance of passion, the value of questioning and 
the pain of allowing those you love to take risks and face the con-
sequences; it is about second chances and learning from past mis-
takes.  
 
This show speaks to the heart of what makes each one of us hu-
man: we are innocent, curious, creative, flawed, mischievous, dar-
ing, honest, uncertain, anxious, 
humble, deceptive, arrogant; we 
are all these things and so much 
more. And more than anything 
else, we have free will and with 
that comes the responsibility 
that we control our own actions 

and our own destiny.  
 
 
To quote from the concluding song: 
 
“There is no journey gone so far….so far we cannot stop and 
change direction. 
No doom is written in the stars, it’s in our hands. 
We cannot know what will occur, just make the journey worth 
the taking. 
And pray we’re wiser than we were - in the beginning”. 
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Show producer and Curriculum Leader for Performing Arts, Mrs Cunningham, said: ‘The realisation of 
‘Children of Eden’ has been the result of immense commitment and teamwork and it has been a pleasure 
and a privilege to manage such a dedicated and inventive production team with young people and staff 
working towards a common goal.  
 
‘They have worked together tirelessly to bring out the very best in each other, nurturing talent, mastering 
skills, instilling confidence and self-belief and reaching standards that were seemingly beyond their capabil-
ities.  
 
‘The determination to succeed and do justice to this wonderful musical inspired us to pursue excellence in 
performance and uphold the fine reputation that St Michael’s enjoys.’ 

Headteacher, Mrs Jenks, added: ‘The school performance of Children of Eden was a spectacular celebra-
tion of Team St Michael’s. 

‘The performers; our talented singers, dancers, actors and musicians, the artists who created the sets and 
costumes, as well as all those who worked behind the scenes were an absolute credit to the school and I 
am so very proud of each and every one of them.’ 

 

 

 

 

PUPILS AND STAFF gathered to-
gether in our beautiful chapel two 
weeks ago in an act of worship, 
giving those congregated a chance 
to reflect and pray together in a 

peaceful setting, away from the busyness of school life. 
 
The service was led by Rev David Phillips from St James’ 
Church in Chorley. 
 
Rev Phillips also said a prayer especially for the staff and 
pupils involved in the production, asking God to give the 
performers energy, strength and support during the final 
rehearsals and performances. 
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Parents are welcome to browse the school's Moodle at http://moodle.saint-
michaels.lanc.sch.uk 
 
Click on Parent Zone > Log in as Guest User > Agree Site Policy > and there you are!  Parents 
do not need a username for the public areas of Moodle. 
 
The areas accessible to parents include weekly prayers, worship, weekly listings of clubs, re-
vision advice, technical support and occasional questionnaires to give feedback on events. 
 
Pupils can visit Moodle Club in H7 on any day of the week at lunchtime throughout the year 
for advice, support in accessing home learning, and the resolution of password concerns. 
 
Do direct any enquiries about moodle to moodle@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk     S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

A VERY IMPRESSIVE TRO-
PHY was added to St 
Michael’s collection this 
term as three Year 10 girls 
were victorious in local 
speaking competition 
’Youth Speaks’ run by the Rotary Club. 
 
The event took place at Walton-le-Dale High School and the girls faced 
some fierce competition from other local schools in the Chorley, Leyland 
and South Ribble district. 
 
They selected the very current—and controversial– topic of the effect the 
media has on young people’s perception of their own body image and their 
presentation focused on encouraging young people to be happy and con-
tent in their own skin.  
 
Year 10 pupils Georgia Cooper, Emily Crook and Finty Royle took part in the 
senior division (aged 14-17) and despite being some of the youngest in the 
category they went on to wow the judges and take home the trophy.  
 
The team then went on to represent the area at the District Final in Winder-
mere at the weekend and after another very competitive debate, they were 
awarded runners up. 
 

Able, Gifted and Talented Coordinator, Mr Heywood, said: 
‘the girls were superb and gave a fantastic performance. 
 
‘We are so proud of them and how well they represented 
St Michael’s’. 
 
Good luck in the next round girls! 
 
 
 

AN APPEAL to parents and 
carers…St Michael's Garden-
ing Club (The Groundpound-
ers) unfortunately does not 
have a greenhouse or prop-

agation facilities in school.  

As it is approaching the sowing season we wondered if any parents who ‘grow their own’ would be pre-
pared to sow a few extra and later donate a few seedlings for the pupils to use in our 
small garden on the school grounds. Mr Whiting said: ‘The school plot is not large but 
it is great to see a variety of vegetables growing later in the season’. 

Many thanks in anticipation! 

http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
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FAITH IN ACTION was clearly evident as some of our Year 10 pupils, completing the 
Archbishop of York Award, visited St James' Primary and St Laurence's Primary   
earlier this month.  

 
The students had to plan and organise activities to en-
tertain the young pupils they visited, whilst also build-
ing key skills such as          cooperation, teamwork and 
resilience. 
 
Some of the activities planned by our superb          
ambassadors included bracelet making, colouring, and 
group games such as the parachute game and dodge-
ball.  
 
According to RE teacher Miss Tremlett our Year 10s 
did an ‘excellent job’ and ‘showed real enthusiasm, 
leadership and compassion’ whilst working with the 
youngsters. Yet again, this was another fantastic    
example of them putting their ‘faith into action’ whilst 
working towards this special award. 
 

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

 
 
‘Safer Internet Day’ was held globally on Tuesday 7th February 2017 
and schools were encouraged to get involved helping promote the 
safe, responsible and positive use of digital technology.  
 
All assemblies during this week focused on the online safety theme 
during which Mrs Rackstraw highlighted the positive uses of tech-
nology and explored the role we all play in helping to create a safer 
online community.  
 
 
 

Tips of the term: 

 Ask your children to check their profile settings are secure. 

 Ask them to go through their ‘friends’ and ‘followers’ thoroughly, removing any people they do not 
know.  

 Stress to your children the importance of not talking to or meeting up with strangers they meet 
online or through apps.   

 
You could check your child’s profile/information on the following new popular apps: 

 IMVU – A very current app that allows users to live up to their fantasy in a 3D virtual world. It al-
lows you to “make new friends and chat in 3D.” It is the “#1 avatar-based social experience” and 
has over three million users. Security settings need to be checked though.  

 Yellow – An app that is increasing in popularity everyday! It has over 7,000,000 users and is de-
scribed on AppStore as “an easy and free way to make new friends and chat with them”. 

 KIK! – A popular app that allows you to message other users and send images and videos for free. 
It also allows you to “meet other users with similar interests”. Kik is more than just messaging. It’s 
the easiest way to connect with your friends, stay in the loop and explore – all through chat. No 
phone numbers are necessary, you just pick a username. 

 
 
 
  

For updates and reminders or 
just to keep in touch...  
Why not follow us 

@SaintMichaelsCE    
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GCSE DRAMA students went 
to watch a performance of the 
highly acclaimed ‘The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the 
Night Time’ at the Lowry The-
atre in Salford in January. 
 
Students have to study a play 
and analyse a live perfor-
mance as part of their GCSE 
examination in the subject. 

 
The pupils and staff thoroughly enjoyed this 
unique and spell-binding production, leaving stu-
dents with a lot to think—and write– about in 
their exam. 

ON SATURDAY 28th January our superb 
Year 9 and Year 11 netball teams went 
to the regional netball competition to 
represent Lancashire.  
 
The standard of competition was abso-

lutely fantastic and our wonderful girls, whilst unfortunately not progressing 
this time, played ‘out of their skins’ according to Mrs Dempster, Curriculum 
Leader for PE. She said they ‘did not only the school and Chorley, but also 
the county, proud’.  
 
Both year groups were beaten by the eventual winners who go on to repre-
sent the North-West of England National Schools.  
 
The performances on the day mean that Year 

9 are in the top eight and Year 11 in the top six of schools in the North-
West of England—approximately 3000 Secondary schools.  
 
Mrs Dempster added some special thanks to our wonderfully supportive 
parents, stating that ‘we were definitely the best supported teams there’.  
 
 
 

S A I N T  
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N E W S  

THE RISKS and consequences of underage 
drinking was the focus for a drama workshop 
presentation for Year 7 pupils earlier this term.  
 
Three actors from the ‘Smashed’ project came 
into school to present a play about three young 
friends whose lives become affected by alcohol abuse and ‘binge’ drink-
ing.  
 
After the thought-provoking presentation pupils were encouraged to   
explore how each character felt during the scenes, why they might have 
acted as they did and how we might advise them to change their re-
sponses and behaviour to result in more positive outcomes in the future. 
 

A number of ideas from the pupils 
were acted out by the team and then evaluated by the audience.  
 
This project consolidates the current learning in Living Education 
lessons where pupils are focusing on the theme of drugs and alco-
hol education, and follow-up work will be covered in tutorial groups. 
 
 
 
 

ON SATURDAY 21st January, History teachers Miss 
Carter and Mr Cree, along with the Head Boy and 
Head Girl, Callum Eastwood and Rebecca Everitt, 
represented St Michael’s by attending the Holo-
caust Memorial Service, which was held at the 
War Memorial in Astley Park. 
 
The theme of remembrance this year was ‘How 
can life go on?’ which focused on the challenges 
of how individuals and communities come to 
terms with genocide.  
 
Callum and Rebecca read the poems ‘Birdsong’ 
and ‘Never Shall I Forget’ and lit a candle in re-
membrance of all the Jews who were affected by 
the Holocaust and the victims of subsequent gen-
ocides, such as Cambodia, Rwanda and Bosnia.  
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CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS 
from around the world were 
explored by Year 7 pupils in 
Religious Education over the 
Christmas break, with their 

findings being shared after their return in January. 

A wide variety of countries were chosen this year ranging from America to Poland 
and Iceland and many pupils also chose to make or 
bake something to demonstrate the traditions that took 
place in different cultures.   

RE teacher Mrs Palfrey said, ‘We all enjoyed trying the 
different cakes, breads and biscuits! Well done to Year 
7 pupils for making such a fantastic effort’.   

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

ST MICHAEL’S English Department is 
presently gearing up for an activity-
filled World Book Day 2017!   
 
On Thursday, 2nd March there will be 
a host of exciting events taking place 
in celebration of our love of books and reading. 
 
In celebrating World Book Day 2017, the Armstrong Centre will be the focal point for many of the fun 
activities.  
 
There will be a book swap, plus special quizzes and games. Additionally, three £10 Scholastic book 
vouchers will also be raffled off and pupils can enter by simply taking a book out of the library that 
week.  
 
Further to this, all Year 7 and 8 pupils are being invited to come to school dressed as a character from 

one of their favourite novels. Staff will also be encouraged to join 
in the fun by disguising themselves as a character from their 
most treasured stories. 
 
All pupils will also be given a £1 book voucher which can be used 
towards book purchases at many high street book sellers.  The 
vouchers can also be used towards Scholastic book orders in 
school. 
 
You can check back in the next issue to see some of the wonder-
ful costumes on show! 

 

 
 
 
 

LANGUAGE SKILLS were put the test on 
Thursday, 26th January when eleven 
Year 10 and 11 pupils enjoyed a       
German A-Level class with Sally Conroy 
from Cardinal Newman College after 

school.  
 
This interesting and hands-on session gave pupils a taste of what they could expect if they were to study 
a language further.   
 
Pupils took part in a range of activities designed to develop their language skills including translation 
work, learning new vocabulary and using synonyms for German words. They also had the opportunity to 
ask questions about college courses and college life.   
 
Both Sally and Curriculum Leader for MFL, Miss Nicholson, were 
incredibly impressed with their participation and the 
high standard of German they were getting to grips with. 
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A TEAM of talented sportspeople travelled to Black-
pool in January to take part in the National Bad-
minton Championships.  Taking part were the un-
der 14 girls (Kara Lawrenson, Lauren Prince, Kate 
Waddington and Sophie Learner) and the under 14 
boys (Ben Clark, James Wilson, Luke Wilson and 
Luke Ellison). 
 
These super talented athletes managed to get to 

this stage by winning all of their matches in the 
Chorley area. 
 
In the National Championships, after some superb 
playing, the under 14 girls came runners up in the 
competition and the under 14 boys came fifth in 
their group.  
 
Badminton coach Daneka Lewis said, ‘The competi-
tion was very high in each category and both 
teams played extremely well. It was a huge 
achievement to even get through to the national 
competition and all the team should be so proud of 
themselves’. 

THE ARTWORK of the month for January goes to Emma 
Davy in 9 Ryder. 
 
This piece was chosen for its creativity and experimental 
use of materials. 
 
Emma completed the piece as a response to an exam 
and it is a very unique and eye-catching design. 
 
Well done Emma! 

OUR FANTASTIC Year 7 and 8 girls and boys were 
involved in the district athletics competition on 
Thursday 2nd February at St Michael's. 

The team were up against the other Chorley 
schools who had many talented athletes, so the 
competition was extremely high. Overall both the 
girls and boys teams represented St Michael's ex-
tremely well, showing great sportsmanship and 
determination. 

The boys did fantastically well coming in second 
place for both Year 7 and 8 and the girls perfor-
mances were outstanding with both the Year 7 and 
8 girls becoming district champions. Both girls 
teams will now go forward to represent the school 
at the county round. 

PE teacher Mrs Brunsden said: ‘Well done to all of 
the pupils who have demonstrated excellent com-
mitment to practices and have been involved in 
preparing for the competition so thoroughly’.  
 
Good luck to the girls teams for the next round of 
the competition! 
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NINE GCSE pupils were 
given climbing coach-
ing by PE teacher Mr 
Whiting at Westview 
Climbing Centre this 
month. They were able to experience higher and more advanced climbs than those on our own climbing 

wall in the Sports Hall and all were able to log more climbs and be-
lays. Some also tried the Auto-belays for the first time.  

During the session a member of the public asked Mr Whiting where 
the group were from and added they were the best behaved and 
most knowledgeable school group he had seen.  
 
Mr Whiting added: ‘Yet again, our pupils were a real credit to the 
school and did us proud!’ 

AN ENTHUSIASTIC AND ENERGETIC 
group of 30 pupils made a big splash 
on Wednesday 18th January when 
they took part in the Swimming Gala 
at All Seasons Leisure Centre.  

 
The event was made up of races for both an elite swimming squad and a fun squad both taking part in 
the Aqua Splash. The event was brilliantly well supported with St Michael's having the biggest squad 
with over 30 pupils from across years 7-10.  
 
The Aqua Splash team won many of their races and were crowned champions overall with a particularly 
brilliant display from the all girls team.  
 
On top of this, the elite squad earned nine gold, six silver and four 
bronze medals, in what Mrs Dempster said was ‘a superb reward for 
some exceptionally talented swimmers’. Well done to all those who 
took part and represented St Michael’s so well. 

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

Saint Michael’s News 

Saint Michael's CE High School,  

Astley Road,  

Chorley,  

Lancashire  

PR7 1RS 

PLEASE can we take this opportunity to thank all parents and carers for 
their continued support with the uniform and appearance of our young 
people. 
We are really very proud of all our children and we continue to receive 
such positive feedback from visitors to school as well as members of 
the local community. 
 
In order to maintain such high standards please can I remind everyone 
that St Michael’s pupils choose to… 

·         Wear their uniform with pride 
·         Not wear jewellery, including earrings. 
·         Ensure their hair is not shaven and is of a naturally occurring shade. 
·         Not wear make-up (Y11 can wear discretely), nail varnish or false nails.  
  
In order to support all children, anyone failing to adhere to the uniform regulations will be choosing to 
be placed in the Personal Guidance Unit. 
  
School will be the final arbiter regarding suitability of dress and appearance. 


