
routines, including some rec-
reational activities to balance 

their hard work.  Attendance 

at the compulsory revision 
sessions in school and a 

healthy perspective on all 
that they do from now until 

the end of the examination 
season is essential.  

 

Examination results will be 
available for collection from 

9.00 on Thursday 25 Au-
gust.  If a pupil is unable to 

attend and wishes someone 

else to collect results on their 
behalf, they have been asked 

to see Mrs Goldsmith with 
a letter giving authorisation 

for this or alternatively they 
must provide a stamped, self-

addressed envelope and re-

sults will be posted on that 
date. 

 
As I also prepare to leave 

school I cannot think of a 

better year group to leave 
with, after all they were the 

main reason I chose to post-
pone my retirement when my 

successor was not appointed.  

They are a very special and 
unique group of young peo-

ple who have made many 
memorable contributions to 

the life of St Michael’s over 
their five years.  All staff and 

governors wish them every 

success in their GCSEs and in 
the future. 

 
Senior Prefects and Head 

Boy and Head Girl 

I would like to offer my grati-
tude to all our current Year 

11 Prefects, Deputies, Sports, 
Dance, Drama and Music 

captains but in particular to 
Thomas Letch (Head Boy) 

and Milly Joy (Head Girl) for 

Dear Parents and Carers  
 

As we approach the end of 

another academic year the 
pace of life at St Michael’s 

appears to be increasing 
rather than slowing down.  

Much has happened in this 
relatively short half term 

since the Easter holiday.  

The new term, after the 
half term break will include 

the Chorley and District 
Athletics Competition 

(which St Michael’s has won 

for the last twenty one 
years), Year 11 Prom, Sum-

mer Music, Year 6 Induction 
Day and Christian Values 

Enrichment Days to name 
but a few of the scheduled 

activities!  Life here never 

stands still and so much of 
which there is to commend 

and celebrate is highlighted 
in this Newsletter. 

 

Your support and involve-
ment in all aspects of life 

here at St Michael’s is not 
only very much welcomed 

and appreciated but essen-

tial if our Christian ethos 
and that of “Team St 

Michael’s” is to thrive.  
Thank you for all that you 

do to support the school. 
 

Archbishop of York, 

Youth Trust Awards 
We were delighted to wel-

come the Dean of Black-
burn, The Very Rev’d Chris-

topher Armstrong, to school 

to present the Archbishop 
of York Young Leaders 

Youth Trust Awards to our 
deserving Year 11 pupils 

who achieved this promi-
nent award through their 

service to the wider com-

munity in a unique and ac-
tive citizenship programme 

which empowers young 

people to make a difference 
in their local community 

whilst growing in key lead-
ership skills at the same 

time.  The Archbishop of 
York Young Leaders Award 

has the motto spoken by 

Mahatma Gandhi: “Be the 
change you want to see in 

the world” and I believe our 
young people who received 

the award have the quality 

of character and integrity to 
make this world a better 

place, not only for them-
selves but for others too. 

Well done to them all! 
 

At the time of writing, Year 

11 are a little over a week 
into their formal GCSE writ-

ten examinations.  Un-
doubtedly, this is a very 

important and no doubt 

stressful time for pupils, 
staff, parents and carers. 

However, Year 11 are a 
conscientious and dedicated 

group of young people who 

have been well prepared by 
an equally conscientious 

and dedicated staff for all 
the examinations they are 

about to take.  We have 
every confidence in their 

abilities and know that they 

will strive to “do the best 
that they can and be the 

best that they can”.   
 

I would like to thank par-

ents and carers of Year 11 
for their support of school 

and these exceptional 
young people.  I know that 

you, like us, want only the 
very best for them.  Please 

help them keep to good 

Message from the Headteacher 
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Mrs Heaton continues… 

 

their outstanding work and com-
mitment.  All these young people 

have been splendid ambassadors 

for St Michael’s. 
 

Following a rigorous selection pro-
cess from many exceptional appli-

cants, we have appointed our Sen-
ior Prefects for the academic year 

2016 -2017.  I am delighted to an-

nounce that Callum Eastwood will 
be our Head Boy and Rebecca 

Everitt will be our Head Girl.  As-
sisting them will be Deputy Head 

Boys, William Barron, Tom Briggs, 

Ben Donnellan and Daniel 
Westhead, along with Deputy Head 

Girls Ella Corcoran- Mooney, Josie 
Hindle, Grace Simpson, Lucy Rodri-

guez, Holly Petts and Skye 

McGreavy.  I am absolutely certain 
that this team will do a fantastic 

job in their new roles. 
 

Curriculum Change 
As I discussed in March’s Newslet-

ter we are continuing to develop 

our new curriculum and learning 
schemes here at St Michael’s both 

in Key Stage 3 (Years 7 & 8) and in 
Key Stage 4 (Years 9, 10 & 11).  

Key Stage 3 will continue to be the 

foundation for GCSEs with great 
learning taking place, developing 

key skills, knowledge, and under-
standing and those important at-

tributes such as resilience and re-
sourcefulness that will secure and 

underpin success in Key Stage 4.  

Both Year 9 and Year 8 have cho-
sen their option subjects this year 

and are preparing to embark on 
their GCSE programmes of study  

starting on Tuesday 21 June when 

the new academic year begins.   
 

I would like to remind parents and 
carers that GCSEs are becoming 

harder, coursework is disappearing 

with pupils having written exami-
nations at the end of the course in 

nearly every subject.  There is a 
much greater emphasis on aca-

demic subjects with the Govern-
ment changing the way it judges 

schools from the percentage of 

pupils achieving 5 or more A* to C 
grades, to a measure which takes 

account of the progress made by 
every pupil in 8 subjects. The  

Government will be measuring 

performance in English, Mathe-
matics, 2 Sciences, either Histo-

ry or Geography, a Language 
and three other named high 

quality subjects.  A final score 

will be given for each school 
based on the progress each 

child has made during their 5 
years.  

 
I am confident that all will be 

done here at St Michael’s and 

with your continued support to 
ensure our young people cope 

well and are successful in this 
new and more rigorous era.  No 

doubt they will have to be dedi-

cated and committed to their 
studies.  As we always say at 

Information Evenings, ‘doing 
the best they can’, concen-

trating fully in class, behaving 
extremely well, being organised 

with their school work, reading 

their notes each evening to 
check their understanding, 

completing all home learning 
ina conscientious manner and 

reading as widely possible, will 

be the keys to success and 
them achieving ‘the best they 

can’. 
 

ICT Mark 

Following an extensive external 
assessment, St Michael’s has 

been awarded the prestigious 
ICT Mark.  This award recognis-

es our positive approach to the 
use of technology and the ben-

efits it is bringing to our chil-

dren.  We believe that technol-
ogy can be used in every as-

pect of learning and that it is 
essential our young people are 

equipped for the modern world. 

 A uniform reminder for the 
start of the new academic 

year in June. 
Thank you to all parents and 

carers who support us in our 
drive for the very highest 

standards of uniform. 

The correct school uniform may 
be purchased from our pre-

ferred supplier ‘JADA’ located 
on Eaves Lane.  Please ensure 

that you are buying the right 

trousers for both boys and girls.  
Boys need to be of a traditional 

style (not skinny tight) and girls 

need to have the St Michael’s 

cross on the pocket.  Please may 
I also ask that pupils do not wear 

black canvas shoes for school; 
black, traditional style are the 

only ones acceptable. 

 
Holidays in term time 

 
Thank you to all parents and car-

ers who are supporting the work 
of school and their child’s educa-

tion by not taking their children 

out of school during term time for 
family holidays.  Attendance real-

ly does matter and there is an 
obvious correlation between time 

spent on learning and the level of 

achievement gained.  90% at-
tendance at first glance may ap-

pear satisfactory but this actually 
equates to 4 weeks of missed 

school, some 156 important les-
sons.  Also, an absence of 17 

days from school can result in a 

drop of a full GCSE grade. 
 

Even though the High Court re-
cently ruled in favour of a father 

who took his daughter on holiday 

during term time without permis-
sion, the Department for Educa-

tion has stated that “children’s 
attendance at school is non-

negotiable” while it examines the 

High Court judgement in detail.  I 
am pleased to say that the Gov-

ernment’s key legislation relating 
specifically to the authorisation of 

leave in term time has been al-
ways adhered to by the vast ma-

jority of our parents and carers 

who do their utmost to ensure 
that they do not take their chil-

dren out of school for any reason 
during term time.  Taking holiday 

leave during term time to make 

financial savings can never com-
pensate for the lost time in a 

child’s education.  No amount of 
copying up can make up for a 

child actually learning in lessons.  
I thank you once again for your 

continued support in ensuring 

that all our pupils learn and 
achieve to the best of their abil-

ity. 
 

Mrs Jenks, the incoming 

Headteacher, has been extremely 
busy in gathering her team of 

senior leaders for September and  
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HOME learning … yes or no… this was the hot topic on the lips of six teachers when they demonstrated 

their debating skills. 
 

Debate Club organiser, English teacher Mrs Smith, hosted the event which involved arguments from Mrs 
Bonson, Mrs Brotherton and Mr Ready on the side ‘against’ home learning, and Mr Egelnick and Mrs Clapp 

on the side ‘for’ home learning, with Miss Chambers concluding in the final moments. 
 

More than 200 pupils flocked to listen to both sides of the arguments, with the victorious team emerging as 

the side ‘against’ home learning. 
 

Mrs Smith encouraged pupils to listen to the strength of the arguments rather than their own opinions 
about the topic, with the members of the Debating Club actually siding with the ‘for’ home learning teach-

ers. 

 
The Debating Club takes place in E8 on a Tuesday lunchtime at 

1.30 and everyone is invited to come along and debate current is-
sues. 

 
The club runs in a three week cycle. The first week a topic is decid-

ed by the group; week two allows the two sides of the debate to 

collate their arguments and organise themselves; and week three 
culminates with the actual debate.  

 

Express your point of view 

FABULOUS female footballers kicked their way to victory 

in a regional competition, conceding only one goal 
throughout the entire tournament! 

 
The Year 7 and 8 team were competing in the Daniels 

trophy against teams from Chorley, Leyland and Black-
burn. 

 

Curriculum Leader for PE, Mrs Dempster, said: ‘A brilliant 
effort and a great way to end the season  - with a trophy. 

They were supported through all fixtures by a loud and 
proud crowd of parents!’ 

Fantastic footballers 

The trium[phant ladies 

Mrs Heaton continues… 

I am delighted to announce that two of our existing Assistant Headteachers, Miss Caroline Sephton and 

Mr John Chadwick, have both been promoted to Deputy Headteachers.  I am confident that they will con-

tinue to excel in their new roles and help Mrs Jenks lead this school to improve even further. 
 

There have been so many occasions this term (far too many to mention individually) when our pupils 
have demonstrated what talented, hardworking and responsible young people they are.  As I enter my 

final few weeks in charge, it makes me extremely proud indeed to be the Headteacher of this wonderful 

school! 
 

Kind regards to you all and thank you once more for your support in the work we do for all pupils here at 
St Michael’s. 

J Heaton   Mrs J Heaton (Headteacher) 
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MORE than 40 pupils have been awarded with the prestigious Archbishop of York Award after many months 

exploring the link between faith and community action. 

 
The students in Year 11 were presented with their certificates by the Very Reverend Christopher Armstrong, 

the Dean of Blackburn, who has worked with the Archbishop of York.  
 

He praised the pupils for their achievements and spoke to them about the qualities of leadership, explaining 
how leaders should be tough but always have integrity. 

 

The Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu, who set up the award, echoes the philosophy of Mahatma Gan-
dhi, encouraging young people to 'Be the change you want to see.'   

 
The pupils have undertaken many community and faith-based activities falling into the categories of faith, 

hope and action. 

 
They have studied their tutorial patrons, including William Wilberforce, Martin Luther King and Andy Haw-

thorne, looking at how they are Christian role models. 
 

The pupils have also put their faith into action by taking part in community service, such as working with 
City Centre Ministries, a homeless charity in Manchester. They have collected money for the Poppy Appeal, 

entertained elderly people at a school event and visited a primary school and care homes. 

 
Headteacher, Mrs Heaton, said: ‘I really do be-

lieve these young people are striving to be the 
best they can be and really make a change for 

the better in their community and in the world.’ 

Archbishop of York Awards 

YEAR 7 pupils have stormed 
to success in their local net-

ball tournament. 
 

The B team emerged victori-
ous, coming 1st in their section and the A team took third place. 

 

Curriculum Leader for PE, Mrs Dempster, said: ‘The A team did val-
iantly and the B team put in an outstanding performance to finish 

unbeaten as Champions. It was a great day for the girls.’ 

Netting the goals 
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test their final product.  
 

The judges then marked their bridges using vari-
ous categories such as aesthetics as well as func-

tion. Both the KS3 and KS4 teams produced 

fantastic final outcomes.  
 

The Year 10 team of Joe Harrison, Jodie 
Marsh, Laura Jackson and Dylan Kirk creat-

ed a complex bridge with a drawbridge 

mechanism.  
 

The Year 9 team consisting of Tom Buck-
land, Sophie Taylor, Lucy Turner and Henry 

Wilson did fantastically well and came sec-
ond in their category.  

 

TECHNICALLY minded youngsters 
have taken part in a design chal-

lenge at Chorley Town Hall this half 

term. 
 

Teams from Year 9 and 10 took part in the Rotary 
BAE Systems Technology Tournament competing 

against others from schools in the South Ribble 
region. 

 

They were set a task in the morning to design and 
construct a bridge using minimal materials and 

with several challenging design restrictions. The 
pupils had to work together in order to meet the 

deadline and had to create a portfolio as well as 

Technology tournament 

Make more of Moodle! 
Parents are welcome to browse the school's Moodle at http://moodle.saint-

michaels.lanc.sch.uk 
 

Click on Parent Zone > Log in as Guest User > Agree Site Policy > and there you are!  Parents 
do not need a username for the public areas of Moodle. 

 

The areas accessible to parents include weekly prayers, worship, weekly listings of clubs, re-
vision advice, technical support and occasional questionnaires to give feedback on events. 

 
Pupils can visit Moodle Club in H7 on any day of the week at lunchtime throughout the year 

for advice, support in accessing home learning, and the resolution of password concerns. 

OUR brilliant female Under 16 badminton play-

ers represented Chorley and came runners up 
in the county badminton championships this 

half term. 
 

The girls also won the Red Rose Under 16s 

competition beating St Bede’s in the final. 
 

This was the second time they have won the 
Red Rose competition coming first in the Under 

14s last year. 

http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
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INTREPID expeditioners have com-
pleted their official Bronze level Duke 

of Edinburgh Award trek this half 
term, successfully completing their 

compulsory two day, six hours each 

day, walking and camping experi-
ence. 

 
Mr Jenkinson, one of the organisers, 

writes the following: 

 
‘Following the success of our training 

day and two day practice expedition, 
on Saturday 16 April 26 hardy souls 

set off from The Black Dog in Bel-
mont on their official assessed Bronze level expedition, seen off by Mr Roe and several nervous parents! 

 

‘They followed various routes, including one mega trek over Great Hill, Winter Hill and Rivington Pike to 
arrive at Home Farm campsite near the Anderton Centre at Rivington. 

 
‘Waiting at the campsite were Mr Roe and Mr Jenkinson and as the teams trooped in, tents were erected, 

stoves lit and various forms of pasta based meals consumed. 

 
‘By 9pm everyone had retired to their tents and the night got colder and colder. 

 
‘Mr Jenkinson awoke first to find his tent covered in frost and his zip frozen shut. As the sun came up 

more and more students struggled from their tents and again stoves were lit and brews made, (when you 

could get the gas to vaporise!) 
 

‘By 8am tents were packed, routes discussed and the teams set off on the second leg of the expedition, 
closely followed by the assessors who had been ‘very impressed by the students so far!’ 

 
‘Mr Jenkinson and Mr Roe were joined by Mr Eccles and Mrs Dean and we followed the last of the teams. 

Mr Roe and Mr Jenkinson went to the end of the walk and backtracked until we met the teams as they 

came over Healy Nab. 
 

‘The walk ended at the Lock and Quay where students were met by now less nervous and more relieved 
parents. 

 

‘A special mention has to go to Tegan Clucas for sporting the biggest blisters ever seen by the staff and 
for tipping more food out of her pan than she ate; Megan Ireland and Arden Howkins for erecting the big-

gest tent and to Christina Robinson, Lauren Naughton et al for managing to look as smart finishing as 
they had on the Saturday morning when they started! 

 
‘Archie McLean and team were first back after setting a blistering pace the Sunday morning. One team 

were told they should ‘go for gold as soon as 

possible!’ 
 

Duke of Edinburgh expedition 



 

P A G E  7  

S A I N T  M I C H A E L ’ S  N E W S  

YEAR 11 pupils talented in Art, Textiles, 
Product Design and Graphics showed off 

their beautiful GCSE creations at the annual 

exhibition in the Training Suite this half 
term. 

 
The amazing displays were enjoyed by large numbers 

of parents, pupils and friends who all agreed the 
standard was incredibly high, as good as a gallery! 

 

This year Product Design and Graphics also came on 
board, showing their GCSE designs and products and 

even Food Technology pupils provided the guests with 
biscuits they had made. 

 

The displays are shown in the Training Suite where 
they will be moderated by the examining board. 

 
Classes have been attending the displays and respond-

ing to the work as they would a real gallery exhibition. 
 

Textiles teacher, Mrs Burrow, said: ‘They have 

really enjoyed viewing the work and choosing 
their favourite pieces. 

 
‘It has been very inspiring and Year 8 and 9 have 

said they cannot wait to start their GCSE courses!’ 

Amazing exhibition 

Students responding to the beautiful work. 

Admiring 

the Art, 

Textiles, 

Product 

Design 

and 

Graphic 

Products 

on display 



P A G E  8  

S A I N T  M I C H A E L ’ S  N E W S  

IN CELEBRATION 

of promoting liter-
acy at St. 

Michael’s, Katy 
Birchall, one of Britain’s most popular and newest youth fiction writ-

ers, spent the morning with our Year 7 pupils on Friday 6 May.  The 

author of “It Girl” and “Team Awkward” treated the pupils to read-
ings from sections of her novels, an engaging character creation ac-

tivity, a lively Q&A session, as well as a book signing. 
 

Despite initial fears from the boys that Katy’s stories would only appeal to the girls in the audience, she 
soon had the entire year group actively participating in a story building activity.  As she shared her love 

for Marvel super heroes, she quickly had the boys jumping out of their seats to offer detailed sugges-

tions in creating a character for a new super hero.  It was a 
wildly popular and engaging activity that eventually did pro-

duce an extraordinarily super powered character by the pro-
ject’s end. 

 

During the Q&A session, the pupils asked a variety of ques-
tions regarding the realities of becoming a writer.  From the 

very beginnings of inspiration and motivation in creating a 
story to its actual publishing, Katy was very candid in an-

swering the questions about the life of a young author.  She 
was very practical in her advice and offered much encour-

agement to any budding authors in the audience.  

 
The book signing at the end of her visit was very popular as 

dozens of pupils queued well into break time in order to get 
their personal copies of Katy’s novels signed.  It was a fan-

tastic and worthwhile experience for all involved.  Katy was 

very impressed by our pupils’ enthusiastic responses and 
positive participation in the special occasion.  Her experience 

was very favourable and she expressed a definite interest in 
returning to St. Michael’s after her third novel is published 

later in the year.  

Inspiring author 

TWO GOLDS, three silvers and 

two bronzes were the stash of 
medals brought home by Year 

10 pupil Olivia after this year’s 
Dwarf National Games. 

 

The mighty  athlete stormed to success beating off competition 
from all round the country to take first place in the cycling event 

and with her hockey team. 
 

She also won three silver medals for swimming events and bronze 
medals in shot and javelin. 

 

Olivia attended the games over the Mayday Bank Holiday weekend 
in Birmingham and was cheered on by her supportive family. 

 
She has been training hard with her athletics group, the Preston 

Harriers, and had even given up sweets and chocolate in order to 

get into tip-top condition. 
 

She said: ‘When you have been training so hard for something like 
this you feel very pleased with yourself  for your achievements.’ 

Olivia with some of her medals 

Champion games! 

Katy signing her books for pupils 
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PUPILS in Year 7 are reading for charity in the hope 

of raising a record amount of money to support 
reading programmes for seriously ill children in hos-

pital.   
 

This year’s Readathon is now underway and each 
pupil in Year 7 has been given a sponsor card with 

the worthwhile task of getting people to donate 

money to the charity for each book they read. 
 

Originally championed by Roald Dahl in 1984, the 
Readathon has been going strong ever since. 

 

Participation by pupils has grown steadily over the 
years and as a result donations have significantly 

increased.  
 

Funds raised through the pupils’ efforts now reach 
30 major hospitals across the UK, which receive 

regular deliveries of brand new books from Reada-

thon.  This means that over 100,000 hospitalised 
children benefit from the public’s charitable dona-

tions each year. 
 

Thanks to the amazing efforts of our pupils and the 

generosity of their friends, families and neighbours, 
St. Michael’s set an all-time record by raising just 

over £1,900 last year!  Our goal this year is to reach 
the £2,000 mark, which will only be achievable 

through the continued support and contributions of 

our pupils’ sponsors. 
 

In addition to helping seriously ill children in hospi-
tal, Readathon also contributes to supporting litera-

Readathon 

As well as the reading benefits that each pupil 

gains by completing their pledged books, Reada-
thon also provides participating schools with £20 

worth of book vouchers for every £100 raised. This 

money provides a significant boost to our efforts in 
promoting literacy at St. Michael’s. 

 
Should anyone within the St. Michael’s school com-

munity not have the opportunity to sponsor one of 

our dedicated readers and would like to contribute, 
please feel free to donate to this year’s Readathon 

through the school’s office. 

CAN you spot the object hidden in this pic-

ture? 
 

Isabel Miller Crook from Year 9 is the win-

ner of the Artwork of the Month for creat-
ing this beautiful design. Pupils were given 

the topic of a piece of art containing a hid-
den object and she chose to hide a hand!   

 

The picture was chosen as the winner because of its great composition and skillful use of materials. 

Artwork of the 

month 

 
For updates and reminders or 

just to keep in touch...  
Why not follow us  

 

@SaintMichaelsCE    
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STRAWBERRIES, raspberries and kale will soon be sprouting behind the 
music block as our new vegetable patch springs into life. 

 

In response to a request made at the School Council meeting we now 
have a small market garden tended by the young growers of Years 7 

and 8. 
 

Under the supervision of Mr Neville and talented gardener Mr Whiting, 
pupils are hoping to reap a harvest as their seedlings sprout! 

Our market garden! 

 

DYMNAMIC and adventurous geographers are once again being invited to take part in the school trip to 

Blancathra. 
 

This visit is open to pupils in Years 9 and 10 and will take place on the 23—25 September this year. 
 

Pupils will stay in the Field Studies Council Centre, Blencathra, near Keswick in the Lake District and will 

take part in activities including low rope courses, orienteering, canoeing and landscape studies. 
 

Any pupils interested should see their Geography teacher for more information. 

MORE than 200 pupils and staff attended the monthly Christian 

Eucharist service this month. 
 

The chapel in the Armstrong Centre was filled to capacity for the 
service led by Rev James Gwyn Thomas, vicar at Buckshaw Vil-

lage Church. 

 
He said special prayers for our Year 11 facing their challenging 

examination period. 

A Spring view 

from the  
windows of our 

beautiful new 
chapel in the 

Armstrong  

Centre. 
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STUDENTS at St. Michael’s have raised an 

amazing £2,300 to help to fight disease, pov-
erty and prejudice.  

 
Over 230 students took part in a Zumba ses-

sion as well as other sponsored activities and were able to raise the money for the international charity 

Lepra. 
 

Lepra works in India, Bangladesh and Mozambique 
and focuses on people who are trapped by disease, 

poverty and prejudice. They work to improve not 
only the health of an individual but their overall well

-being and livelihood too. 

  
They invite schools across the UK to help them to 

do just that by hosting innovative fundraising 
events. They believe it is important that children are 

aware of the world around them which is why 

school has committed to raising funds for the chari-
ty. 

 
Mr Gow, Pupil Manager for Year 7, said, “This was 

an excellent opportunity for our students to have fun at the same time as raising funds for a really inter-
esting international charity. The compassion shown by the 

students for some of the poorest people in the world, has 

been amazing and a fantastic example of how Christian val-
ues are alive within the school community.” 

 
Lepra works with many schools, community groups and churches to raise awareness about neglected 

diseases and people marginalised by society.   

 
Working with governments, other non-governmental organisations and international agencies, Lepra 

identifies and bridges gaps in healthcare provision as well as helping people to rebuild their lives. 

Zumba for charity 

Sam pictured with his school football team 

mate Max 
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TWO sporty brothers have raced to suc-
cess in a prestigious athletics competi-

tion. 

 
Year 10’s Nick Massey and Year 11’s Cameron Massey took top places in the North West District Oc-

thathlon, with Nick taking 1st place and Cameron being runner-up. 
 

The two boys train at Blackburn Harriers and will now compete in the regional competition at the end of 
June.  

 

Nick said: ‘I like athletics because of the adrenalin rush it gives you. We have both been training for 
three years with Blackburn and have to go four or five times a week in the run up to a competition. 

‘My ambition is to be GB standard for all the events I do.’  

Athletic brothers 

TALENTED drivers of St.Michael’s 

Kart Club have attended their fourth 
race meeting of the year, with a two 

day competition in Cumbria. 
 

Class 15 (Junior Rotax) saw former pupil James Scanlon coming 5th overall after coming second in two 

of his heats, followed closely by Cameron Livesey 6th and Merrick Crook in 8th place. Josh Fish in Class 14 
(restricted TKM) drove consistently over the whole meeting and won a third place trophy, with Rowan 

Mackley getting a very creditable 5th place and James Harbot in 8th place. 
    

The club’s second trophy of the day was won by Leo Crabtree in Class 11 (Honda gx160) as he came 
second in five of the six heats, earning himself a spot on the podium and collecting a 2nd place.  

 

Our remaining drivers in this class were Nathan Howard, just missing out on a trophy with a 4th place 
overall and Eleanor Mackley in 7th place.  

 
Class 7 (TKM) saw mechanical problems for 

Sam Palmer, preventing him from challeng-

ing the race leaders. 
 

The club’s four novice drivers, Samuel Per-
kins, Matthew Mather, Alex Fisher and Dan-

iel Murray had an excellent weekend, im-
proving their times in each of their heats, 

which resulted in Alex Fisher, who was at-

tending his first race meeting winning the 
Novice of the day trophy. 

 

 

Karters enjoy success 

The successful karting team 

Nick and Cameron competing for school at Robin 

Park last year. 
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S A I N T  M I C H A E L ’ S  N E W S  

SIMPLE Science activities kept primary school children hooked 

when the Science Ambassadors came to call. 
 

Our young Science enthusiasts have visited St James’ and St Lau-
rence’s Primary schools this half term to spread their enthusiasm 

for the subject and engage younger learners. 

 
Organiser and Second in Science, Mrs Ashurst, said: ‘The Year 5 

children had a great time learning some new Science tricks and the 
activity also helps to build the confidence of our pupils as they pre-

sent to an audience.’ 

Spreading the Science 

 

1) PARENTS should watch the ‘Nude Selfies: What Parents and Carers Need To 

Know’ videos. 
 

CEOP, Child Exploitation and Online Protection, have produced four short ani-
mated films for parents and carers, which offer advice on how to help keep 

their children safe from the risks associated with sharing nude and nearly 
nude images.  The films main aims are to help parents and carers: 

Understand young people's motivations for sending nude selfies. 

Plan to respond positively and constructively to an incident in which their child has shared a nude 
selfie. 

Gain confidence and skills in initiating preventative conversations. 
Identify risky behaviours or situations and know where to seek help. 

Know how to get help if a child is at risk after sharing an image. 

 
2) CHECK the parental controls on their game consoles; Xbox, PlayStation etc. There are videos available 

on Moodle Parents Page advising parents on how to do this. If you attended the E-Safety Presenta-
tion Evening, information can also be found in the ‘Parental Control Advice’ leaflet which was distrib-

uted.  

Online safety 

Entertaining the young audience 

Miss Chambers shares her 

Tips of the Term for online 
safety 

PAST pupil 

Anna Hopkin 
popped in to 

St Michael’s to 
inspire and enthuse our young sportsmen and women with her success. 

 

Anna has recently taken 2nd place in the 50m freestyle in the British 
Swimming Championships and brought in her silver medal to show pu-

pils. She also came 4th in the 100m freestyle. 
 

Anna is a former vice sports captain and her achievements would have 
normally taken her to the Olympics in Rio, if not for recent cuts in the 

swimming budget. 

 
She is continuing to train for the Commonwealth Games in 2018 in Aus-

tralia. 

Anna inspires 
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FOUR talented members of 7S 
have been awarded with second 

place in a mind-boggling Mathe-

matics challenge this half term. 
 

The competition was organised in 
association with Leyland Motors 

and involved the pupils travelling to 
Balshaws to take part. 

 

Maths teacher, Miss Callander, said: 
‘The team worked brilliantly togeth-

er and came out second out of 
around twelve other Lancashire 

based teams. 

 
‘Well done to all involved!’ 

 
 

Maths champions 

SUPER sewers and anyone who fancies volunteering 

their skills and services are being invited to join a new 
sewing club next half term. 

 
RE teacher Miss Tremlett will be visiting Uganda in the 

summer and has been collecting old towels and materials to make sanitary towels for the ladies of this Afri-

can nation. 
 

Together with Textiles teacher Mrs Burrow, they are now organising a club where pupils can come and help 
out with the sewing. 

 
Miss Tremlett writes:  

‘During the October half term I will be travelling to Uganda with 11 other women from my Church in Man-

chester. We have links with a school and church in Mbarara and I have visited here before.  
 

‘The plan for this visit is to bless the women in the towns and villages surrounding Mbarara and also in a 
refugee camp on the border with Rwanda. The trip will involve teaching in the school, preaching, Bible 

studies, visiting the sick/lonely amongst other things, but the main thing we have been asked to help with 

is surrounding the issue of women's hygiene.  
 

‘Over the next five months we are planning to make as many reusable sanitary towels as we can. We will 
then give these, along with underwear, to the women we meet and teach them how to make them them-

selves. We will also spend time educating girls about the changes their bodies go through.  
 

‘Many of the girls we will meet will have lost their mothers at a young age to HIV and so are not taught 

about what to expect, therefore teenage years can be even more stressful and confusing then they already 
are!  

 
‘This visit and the resources we are taking will make a HUGE difference to the girls and women we will 

meet as currently they are unable to continue with their education once they start their periods and those 

without underwear are at a greater risk of being raped. 
 

‘We will be running an after school sewing club (where I will be learning to sew!?!) to create as many sani-
tary towels as we can and even though this is a sensitive issue I hope that this is a cause that many stu-

dents feel they can be involved in. Any donations of women's underwear are also gratefully received!’ 

Saint Michael’s News 
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Sewing in service 

The successful team 


