
or mobile devices will help 
prepare these young people 

for the rigours of the exami-

nation season they will face 
next year.  

 
St Michael’s has received na-

tional recognition for the high 
attainment of its pupils in the 

2013 GCSE examinations.  A 

recent in-depth analysis of 
official Department for Edu-

cation data on all state-
funded schools in England by 

SSAT, the national schools’ 

membership organisation for 
improvement and collabora-

tion, identified our school’s 
success.  We have been 

awarded the SSAT Educa-
tional Outcomes Award by 

being in the top 20% of non-

selective schools nationally 
for high average grades 

achieved by pupils.  Sue Wil-
liamson, Chief Executive of 

SSAT, said: “St Michael’s C 

E High School should be 

congratulated for their ex-

ceptional achievement.  They 

have proved themselves to be 

leading the field in improv-

ing GCSE outcomes for 

their students.  These results 

are testament to the commit-

ment and hard work of the 

students, teachers and lead-

ership team at St Michael’s 

and show what can be 

achieved when skilled teach-

ers have high expectations 

and ambition for every 

young person.”  We have 

received similar awards from 

SSAT over the last three 

years.  Well done to pupils 
now at college, training or in 

employment, their parents 

May 2014 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
As we approach the end of 

another academic year the 
pace of life at St Michael’s 

appears to be increasing 
rather than slowing down.  

Much has happened in this 

relatively short half term 
since the Easter holiday.  

The new term, after the 
half term break will include 

Sports Finals Day, Chorley 

and District Athletics Com-
petition, the Year 11 Prom, 

Summer Music, Year 6 In-
duction Day and Christian 

Values Enrichment Days to 
name but a few of the 

scheduled activities!  Life 

here never stands still and 
so much of which there is 

to commend and celebrate 
is highlighted in this news-

letter. 

 
Your support and involve-

ment in all aspects of life 
here at St Michael’s is not 

only very much welcomed 

and appreciated but essen-
tial if our Christian ethos 

and that of “Team St 
Michael’s” is to thrive. 

Thank you for all that you 
do to support the school. 

 

At the time of writing, Year 
11 are preparing to sit their 

GCSE examinations.  Un-
doubtedly, this is a very 

important and stressful time 

for pupils, staff, parents 
and carers. However, Year 

11 are a conscientious and 
dedicated group of young 

people who have been well 
prepared by an equally con-

scientious and dedicated 

staff for all the examina-
tions they are about to 

take.  We have every confi-

dence in their abilities and 
know that they will strive to 
“do the best that they can 

and be the best that they 

can”.   

 
I would like to thank par-

ents and carers of Year 11 
for their support of school 

and these exceptional 

young people.  I know that 
you, like us, want only the 

very best for them.  Please 
help them to keep to good 

routines, attendance at the 
compulsory revision ses-

sions in school and a 

healthy perspective on all 
that they do from now until 

the end of the examination 
season.  

 

We will be sad to say good-
bye to our Year 11 pupils.  

They are a very special 
group of young people who 

have made many memora-

ble contributions to the life 
of St Michael’s over their 

five years with us and we 
shall miss the unique char-

acter of their particular year 
group.  All staff and gover-

nors wish them every suc-

cess in their GCSEs and in 
the future. 

 
Year 10 are also preparing 

for school examinations.  

To ensure that revision is 
effective and they have a 

solid preparation for the 
main GCSE linear examina-

tions in summer 2015, good 
habits should start now.  A 

quiet room, free from the 

distractions of the television 
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YOUNG engineers have continued with their real-life project this 
half term to build a test rig for Sellafield Nuclear Reprocessing Site. 

 

Members of the STEM Club were selected to take part in the pilot 
work experience with Chorley engineering firm NIS and have been 

working on their designs for three weeks. 
 

They have had to plan a solution, design and cost the structure 
and present it to the company. They will soon be returning to view 

the actual rig the company has created. 

 
On this occasion parents and carers will also be encouraged to at-

tend to see their work. 
 

Organiser, Dr Rosser, said: ‘Mr 

Donnelly and I would like to 

say well done to all the stu-

dents who took part. They 

really impressed the engineer-

ing staff at NIS and were an 

absolute credit to themselves 

and St. Michael’s.’ 

Mrs Heaton continues… 
 

parents and carers and of course 
staff, for this great acknowledge-

ment of what we strive to do here! 
 

Following a rigorous selection pro-

cess from many exceptional appli-
cants, we have appointed our sen-

ior prefects for the academic year 
2014 -2015.  I am delighted to an-

nounce that Joseph Westhead will 

be our Head Boy and Ellie Sme-
thurst will be our Head Girl.  Assist-

ing them will be Deputy Head Boys 
- Benjamin White, Samuel Kirk, 

Harvey Beckett, Alex Moss, and 
Nathanael Cutler along with Depu-

ty Head Girls - Molly Brock, Char-

lotte Warren, Christine Agbenu, 
Eleanor Doran and Gabriella 

McGreavy.  I am absolutely certain 
that this team will do a fantastic 

job in their new roles. 

 
I would like to offer my gratitude 

to all our current Year 11 Prefects, 
Deputies, Sports, Dance, Drama 

and Music Captains but in particu-

lar to George Everiss (Head Boy) 
and Helen Spencer (Head Girl) for 

their outstanding work and 
 

Working on the rigs 

commitment. All these young 

people have been splendid 
ambassadors for St Michael’s. 

 
A uniform reminder for the 

start of the new academic 

year in June. 
Thank you to all parents and 

carers who support us in our 
drive for the very highest 

standards of uniform. 
The correct school uniform 

may be purchased from our 

preferred supplier ‘JADA’ locat-
ed on Eaves Lane.  Please en-

sure that you are buying the 
right trousers for both boys 

and girls.  Boys need to be of a 

traditional style (not skinny 
tight) and girls need to have 

the St Michael’s cross on the 
pocket.  Please may I also ask 

that pupils do not wear black 
canvas shoes for school; black, 

traditional style are the only 

ones acceptable. 
 

At the end of this half term we 
are saying goodbye to a very 

valued member of staff.  Miss 

Linda Merrington, who is at 
present Assistant Headteacher 

in charge of Pastoral Care, has 

decided to retire after a long and 
productive career here at St 

Michael’s.  I would like to take 
this opportunity to wish her well 

in her retirement and to thank 

her for all she has done for the 
young people and community of 

St Michael’s during her time with 
us. Mr John Chadwick will take up 

the role of Assistant Headteacher 
in charge of Pastoral Care in 

June. 

 
There have been many occasions 

this term (far too many to men-
tion individually) when our pupils 

have demonstrated what talent-

ed, hardworking and responsible 
young people they are.  It makes 

me extremely proud indeed to be 
the Headteacher of this wonderful 

school! 
 

Kind regards to you all and thank 

you once more for your support 
in the work we do for all pupils 

here at St Michael’s. 
 

 

Mrs J Heaton 
Headteacher 
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ELLIE Smethurst is delighted 

to have been selected as our 
new Head Girl! 

 

She has worked tirelessly for 
school over the four years she 

has been at St Michael’s and 
has been involved in a wide 

variety of extra curricular clubs 
and held positions of responsibility. 

 

Ellie is on the Fairtrade Council, Charities Com-
mittee, she is a Peer Mentor, Collective Worship 

Representative, has helped on Consultation Eve-
nings and Open Days and is in Dance Club and 

Computing Club. 

 
She says: ‘I feel very honoured to be given this 

role. I am hardworking and I hope I will bring 
enthusiasm and help to create the vibrant learn-

ing community that is St Michael’s.’ 

Lee's horror, thought it would be a 
good idea to go for a dip in the sea 

and cool himself off! Brrrrrr! 
  

‘On the second day they went to Park 
Güell which was beautiful – we could 

have spent the whole day there. 

They then went on a short boat trip 
along the coast and then to the 

aquarium before once again finishing 
the day on the beach. 

  

‘On the final day of the holiday they 
went to Poble Espanyol, the Spanish 

village.  
 

A TASTE of Spain was quite 
literally on the menu for 44 

young linguists and art enthusi-

asts as they set sail for Barcelo-
na at Easter. 

 
Organiser, Mrs Lee, writes:  

‘After a 26 hour journey the 
pupils were thrilled to be served 

rabbit, squid and sardines for 

their first evening meal! 
  

‘On the first day they set off for 
the Olympic Village but found 

themselves in the middle of a 

10k run with 70 000 runners!  
 

‘After cheering the faster run-
ners on they eventually man-

aged to cross through the jog-
gers and walkers to reach the 

stadium.  

 
‘They then visited Las Ramblas 
where they bought souvenirs 
and gifts and the Sagrada Fa-
milia Cathedral.  

 
‘Exhausted, pupils finished the 

day with an ice cream on the 
beach! Mr Curran, much to Mrs 

‘There was a free concert on in 
the square and some pupils, af-

ter much persuasion, even had a 
dance! 

  
‘Finally – the moment the boys 

had all been waiting for … Camp 
Nou football stadium! Pupils got 
to go in the players' dressing 

rooms and see the press room 
before spending a small fortune 

in the gift shop! 

  
‘I couldn't have taken away a 

better group of students – we 
didn't want to come home!" 

Experiencing España! 

JOE Westhead says he feels ‘very 
privileged’ to be the new St 

Michael’s Head Boy. 
 

He has been a terrific ambassador 

to school, being a Peer Mentor, 
School Councillor, Collective Wor-

ship Representative and Science 
Ambassador. 

 
 He is also involved in the Wind 

and Stage Bands, playing his saxophone, he is an 

award winning fencer and has been involved in the 
school productions. 

 
Joe adds: ‘I feel I am approachable, friendly and I treat 

people equally and I would hope to bring these qualities 

to this role. 
 

‘It is a great privilege to be Head Boy and I look for-
ward to working with lots of different people this year.’ 

Head Girl / Head Boy say ‘Hi!’ 



P A G E  4  

S A I N T  M I C H A E L ’ S  N E W S  

 

best Youth Dance Companies in the 

country.  
 

Having entered for the past six 
years Chorley Boys have been se-

lected this year to perform at the 

national event and represent the 
North West of England.  

 

BRILLIANT Chorley boys will be 
strutting their stuff on the na-

tional stage after winning a 

place in a prestigious dance 
competition. 

 
And amongst them six St 

Michael’s pupils will take their 
positions alongside ex-pupils 

and other talented teens from 

the region to perform in the 
UDance national finals. 

 
Harry Billingsley, Stephen Mer-

cer, Isaac Banks, Michael Brad-

ley, Cameron Murphy and Sam 
Palmer are all members of the 

community based Chorley and 
District Boys Dance Company, 

organised and run by Head of 
Dance Mrs Gough. 

 

Each year Chorley Boys enters 
a North West Youth Dance Eng-

land performance platform at 
The Lowry and every other year 

this becomes a stepping stone 

to gaining a place in the nation-
al finals, performing with the   

This means the boys involved will 

take part in a residential weekend 

with other groups from across the 
country and have the opportunity 

to do workshops with professional 
choreographers. 

 

They will be performing at Not-
tingham Playhouse on Saturday 

28th June.  

National dance recognition 

 

CONGRATULATIONS go to our former dance captain Simon Donnellon 
after being the first St Michael’s pupil to turn professional! 

 

Simon , who left school in 2007, has just landed his first professional 
role with the Richard Alston Dance Company, one of Britain’s finest 

Contemporary Dance Companies. 
 

He started his career with the boys dance company ABDC, when he 
was in Year 8. 

 

He then went on to study GCSE Dance gaining an A*, auditioned  
successfully for the Ludus Youth Dance Company and went on to study 

A-level Dance at Winstanley College, also gaining an A*.  
 

Simon then studied a foundation year at Bird College of Dance and then successfully auditioned for The 

Rambert School of Dance. Simon graduates from Rambert in the summer. 

Dancer turned Pro! 
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WILLKOMMEN in Deutschland! 

During the Easter break this was the cry from almost 
50 Year 7 and 8 pupils as they underwent a whistle-

stop tour of the Moselle. 

 
They were taking part in the annual lower school 

Germany holiday. 
 

The group stays in the Hotel Kastorschänke in the 

charming tiny village of Kobern-Gondorf, near Ko-
blenz.  

The hotel is situated right on the banks of the 

Moselle River in one of the wine producing re-
gions of Germany. 

 
Pupils take part in trips to Burg Eltz, a fully func-

tioning Medieval Castle, a fun pool in Cochem, a 

tour round Cologne Cathedral and they also 
spend a day at one of Germany’s top theme 

parks, Phantasialand. 
 

Cologne Zoo 
and Aquarium 

were also in the 

itinerary for the 
first time this 

year. 
 

Pupils also en-

joyed jumping 
between Belgium, the Netherlands and Germany 

at the Three Countries Point, the Dreiländer-
punkt, a stop-off on the way. 

 
Organiser, Maths teacher Mr Hooley, said: ‘The 

trip was once again very successful and a valua-

ble experience for all pupils involved.’ 

Six children in three countries , all at the same time! 

Dipping into Deutschland... 

 
St Michael’s newsletter needs YOU!   

IF YOU are a swashbuckling fencer, a superfast swimmer or a relentless 

runner you might have a story to entertain and capture the interest of other 

pupils at St Michael’s. 

Do not hide your light under a bushel! Come and tell Miss Sephton about 

your achievements, challenges and interests and maybe motivate others to 

get active. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Hv_kN_5wOj8_hM&tbnid=GDvwwRq9oEpTDM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmemegenerator.net%2FYour-Country-Needs-You&ei=usJSUsL7H4XL0QXRs4H4Bg&psig=AFQjCNERdoQ2T5kL5T-EA_lofX
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Capital dancing 
A PRESTIGIOUS perfor-

mance at the London 
Royal Opera House did 

not daunt a dazzling duo 
of St Michael’s young 

dancers. 

 
GCSE Dance students 

Nicole Crook and Ash-
leigh Shorrock travelled 

to the capital during the 
Easter holidays after 

Nicole submitted a suc-

cessful choreography 
into an initiative called 

Young Visionaries. 
 

Nicole is part of Preston Youth Dance Company which is 

linked to Ludus Dance and it was through these companies 
she was invited to submit her piece. 

 
 

The talented pair enjoyed a residential weekend at the 
Royal Ballet School where they took part in workshops 

with other dancers from all across the country.  

 
As well as performing at the prestigious Royal Opera 

House the girls also got to meet world renowned cho-
reographer Richard Alston, whom they are studying in 

GCSE Dance at the moment.  

Introducing …  

                 Dan Bishop 
 

DAN’s the man … who is now our new Christian Youth 
Worker on site to help and guide staff and pupils at school. 

 
As well as chatting to pupils, helping them through difficult 

times and resolving problems, his role includes leading col-

lective worships, writing tutorial prayers and reflections and 
running the Discovery Club. 

 
Dan Bishop comes to us with a wealth of youth work experience. He has been employed at an Alternative 

Education Centre in Macclesfield, has been a Christian Youth Worker at a Church in Chester, worked in 
Chester Cathedral and put together a concert run by young people. 

 

He says: ‘I’m really excited about meeting all the young people of St Michael’s and have had a great expe-
rience so far!’ 

 
Dan has taken over from Andrea Jackson and his office is situated near H1. Pupils and staff are welcome 

to visit him for a chat! 
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Christian values personified 

A LIFETIME of compassion 

… our newest tutorial pa-
tron Susannah Knight ded-

icated her life to the vic-
tims of war. 

  

She was a teacher at St Gregory's School in Chorley when the Great War com-
menced in August 1914 and many of the men who fought had passed through her 

classroom.   
 

She endeavoured to support the men of the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment and 
the East Lancashire Regiment, the main recruiters in the town, giving them lessons 

in French before they left for the front line.   

 
Susannah also looked after the families of the men while they were away from home.  She had a great con-

cern for the families of those who were killed and for the wounded who faced a lifetime of physical or mental 
trauma.   

 

She also drew the attention of popes, presidents, monarchs, prime ministers and generals in the 1920s and 
1930s to the victims of war.  She wanted to make sure that there would be a lasting peace so that Chorley 

would never more make such a sacrifice.  
  

After the war she created a Memorial Album of the town's casualties and this can now be seen on display in 
Astley Hall. 

 

History teacher Mr Cree has written a book about the life of Susannah Knight and it will be his Year 8 tutorial 
who adopts her as their patron. 

 
He said: ‘This is a timely moment to reflect on compassion as we approach the centenary commemoration of 

the beginning of the Great War.’ 

Dan Walker 

Every year at St Michael’s we carefully review our choice of tutorial pa-
trons, ensuring we select the most worthy individuals who truly embody 
the Christian values we adhere to at our school. This year two new pa-

trons have been chosen and these are their stories… 

 Susannah Knight 

DAN Walker is best  

known as the presenter  
of BBC’s Football Focus,  

but although he spend his 
life reporting on the great teams, it is his faith which takes centre 

stage. 

 
Dan says he would rather go to church than to a big game, should it 

be that it fell on a Sunday.  
 

And he has turned down opportunities to present the Wimbledon 
Final and the last day of the Open Golf Championship, both occur-

ring on Sundays, in favour of attending church. 

 
Dan attended church from being a child, but it was when he was 11 

that he had a true revelation. After listening to speaker Gerald Jack-
son Dan speaks of suddenly realising the ‘depth of his sin.’ 

 

He writes: ‘I remember that I went to bed that night a different per-
son. I knew that my sins had been forgiven.’ 

Mr Cree is giving a talk about 
the life of Susannah Knight at 

1.30pm on Saturday May 
24th at Astley Hall. Everyone 

is welcome! 
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Lasting links 
LINGUISTS are being encouraged to make lasting links ce-

menting firm friendships with youngsters in Germany by tak-
ing part in the school exchange. 

 
The exchange programme with the grammar school in Vil-

lingen in the Black Forest has run for 25 years and has been 

an valuable experience for more than 350 pupils. 
 

They have gained not only language experience but a glimpse into another culture by living with a German 
family and spending time in a German school. 

 
And organiser Mr Cunningham is once again inviting pupils from present Years 8 and 9 to take part. 

 

The exchange will run from Wednesday 15 July next year to Friday 24 July with the pupils from Germany 
coming to stay with their partners just before this in June. The cost is estimated to be about £425, flight 

prices depending when numbers on the trip are confirmed. 
 

Pupils will stay with their exchange partners but the cost also includes excursions to Schaffhausen, Switzer-

land, Lake Constance and Titisee. 
 

Mr Cunningham said: ‘This is a fantastic opportunity for all pupils in Years 8 and 9. 
 

‘Our pupils will obviously experience a wide range of activities during the period after school and at the 
weekend, sometimes spending time together as groups of young people and sometimes with their host 

families.  

 
‘All will find that their listening and reading skills come on immensely and for the more adventurous there 

will be ample opportunity to practise their spoken German, but the less confident need not worry, as all the 
German pupils speak good English, as do most of their parents. 

 

‘Over the last twenty-five years I have been privileged to accompany over 350 of our pupils to Villingen. 
Many of them still speak fondly of their experiences and the friendships formed many years later.  

 
‘It is indeed trips like this which bring learning a foreign language to life, the memories living vividly with 

young people long after those of sitting in a classroom behind a desk have perhaps faded a little. I look for-

ward to another successful and enjoyable exchange.’ 
 

Pupils who are interested in going on the trip should speak to Mr Cunningham and collect a letter. 

Wildlife waddle in 

A FAMILY of ducks have sent pupils quackers 

with excitement after they moved into the school 
pond! 

 
Mr Roe was first to notice their arrival over the 

Easter break and they have been back on sever-

al occasions since, also being spotted on the 
grounds in front of school and lurking behind X1. 

 
The pond was a project set up by the Science department two years ago in conjunction with Eco-Schools. 

It was designed by former pupil Mary Curwen. 
 

Pupils study ‘Pond Life’ as part of the Science curriculum and they have been monitoring and evaluating 

how pond and plant life has developed in the pond since its creation. 
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ADVENTUROUS activities mak-

ing the GCSE syllabus come to 
life provided a fun-packed 

Mayday Bank Holiday weekend 
for 24 geographers. 

 

The Year 10 pupils spent an 

exciting three days in the Lake 
District village of Blencathra, 

taking part in team building 

tasks, river scrambling and ori-
enteering. 

 
They practised their navigation 

skills using a map and com-

pass, tested their agility swing-

ing tree to tree on ropes and 

balanced on an Indiana Jones 

style bridge. 

GCSE geography brought to life 

THREE young scientists have proved they are the female engineers of the future after scooping silver 

awards in a competition. 
 

Year 10 pupils, Alice Gardiner, Christine and Julie Agbenu have been awarded the nationally recognised 
silver Crest Award for the project they completed for the Talent 2030 competition. 

 

They worked on a task they selected themselves – to help design flood proof housing. 
 

The girls did initial research into current designs available, created a design plan, produced two models, 
tested them and decided which was the most suitable.  

 
They then created a video summary which was entered into this female engineering competition.  

 

STEM Club organiser Dr Rosser said: ‘We were very proud of their achievements and they did brilliantly!’ 

Females of the future! 

The Field Studies Centre  

where the pupils stayed is 
one of seventeen centres 

in the UK run by the Field 
Studies Council, a charity 

dedicated to bringing en-

vironmental understand-
ing to all. 

 
 
The Geography boys and 
gilrls ready for river action! 

Congratulations go to our new deputy Head Boys and Head Girls: 
Molly Brock, Gabriella McGreavy, Christine Agbenu, Ellie Doran, Charlotte 

Warren, Harvey Beckett, Ben White, Sam Kirk, Alex Moss and Nathaneal Cutler 
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FASCINATING Science facts were presented to pupils in Years 7 to 9 when the Bloodhound SSC 

Science show came to school. 

 
How to build a vehicle that travels faster than a speeding bullet was the question of the day with 

pupils looking at air resistance, material strength and engine power. 
 

The show was sponsored by the Ogden Trust and supported the work of the Chorley and South 
Ribble Science Cluster. 

 

Pupils from Parkland’s and Priory Academy also attended and were inspired by this exciting STEM 
presentation. 

S A I N T  
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Mr Chadwick is taking over 
her role as Assistant 

Headteacher in charge of 
Pastoral Care. 

 

Miss Merrington says: ‘I have 
the honour to work with a 

fantastic SLT and some won-
derful Pupil Managers who 

give so much of their time to 

the pupils. 
 

‘I wish John Chadwick well in 
his new position.’ 

  Miss Merrington ...36 years of dedication 

At the end of this half term Miss Linda Merrington, who has given a 
lifetime of dedication to St Michael’s, will take her retirement. She has 
been a support and advisor to so many of our pupils over the years and 

has touched the lives of both staff and students in so many ways.  

She  will be sorely missed.  

THIRTY six years of dedication to 

St Michael’s!  
 

Miss Linda Merrington has risen 
through the ranks from arriving as 

an RE teacher in 1978, to Head of 

RE, Pupil Manager and now to As-
sistant Headteacher, giving her all 

to the school she holds so dear in 
her heart. 

 
‘It has been an honour and privi-

lege to be among such a dedicat-

ed staff who work so hard for all 
the children all of the time,’ she 

says. ‘I cannot imagine how much 
I will miss the children, my col-

leagues and the school itself.’ 

 
Over the years Miss Merrington 

has been on the teaching staff she 
has seen many changes.  

 
She has worked with all five of St 

Michael’s headteachers, has seen 

pupils’ attainment rise and rise 
and the school building also ex-

tended and developed, something, 
she says, for someone with no 

sense of direction, has been a 

challenge on occasions! 

She recalls some of her earlier mem-

ories with fondness, especially the 
times she spent on the Penzance 

holiday. 
 

‘I accompanied pupils on this holiday 

for about 20 years and really enjoyed 
it. We had some fun times.’ 

 
She also remembers the visits her 

Year 9 year group took to Malham. 
 

‘I used to pop up to the Stainforth 

Youth Hostel and surprise them. We 
used to tease them about the state 

of their rooms, which were always 
dreadful. I always really enjoyed go-

ing there and the children got so 

much out of it.’ 
 

She adds: ‘I have seen so many 
changes over the years I have been 

here but the school has never lost its 
core and its faith.’ 

 

She now hopes to spend her retire-
ment travelling to her beloved Scot-

land and to France later this year as 
well as popping back into school on 

occasions when supply staff are 

needed. 

  Stimulating Science!  
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Maths 

mania 
Brilliant ballerina Molly Brock has 

been pointing her talented toes 

to win herself a place with the 

English National Youth Ballet. 

The Year 10 pupil has been 

dancing since she was four at 

the Gillies Marjan Dance School 

and auditioned for the place be-

fore Easter. 

She was one of 34 chosen out of 74 hopefuls and has now landed a 

part on pointe in the ballet Coppelia. 

Molly is now attending practices in Stockport with the other lucky 

young dancers. 

Molly, who has also just been  se-

lected as a deputy head girl, said: 

‘I am very excited to have this new 

opportunity.’ 

Ballerina brilliance 

 

A CAPTIVATED audience watched young dancer Chloe Farmer per-
form a brilliant ballroom routine last weekend. 

 
She wowed the watchers at the Clic Sargent Charity Talent Show with 

her fantastic Latin dancing, showing style and skill which has already 

won her an accolade of awards. 
 

Chloe, presently in Year 7, has been dancing since she was four years 
old and practises three times a week, attending the Fever Dance 

Company. 
 

She has already won sections of the British Championships at Black-

pool Tower and Winter Gardens and she has been in competitions for 
Latin, Disco, Cheerleading and Ballroom. 

 
Details of the talent show are on Page 13 

THIS month saw pupils from Years 7 

and 8 step up to take the Junior 
Maths Challenge.  

 
Forty five of these brave volunteers 

were among the 250,000 pupils na-

tionally who took on questions as de-
vious as the one below.  

 
We will find out how well they got on 

in a few weeks’ time, but together 
with those who took the Intermediate 

Maths Challenge in February we had a 

total of 111 pupils volunteer to take a 
Maths Challenge this year – just shy 

of 10% of the whole school!  
 

Well done to everyone who took part, 

and in particular to those who re-
ceived certificates for finishing in the 

top 40% nationally. 
 

 
Sample JMC Question 
Only one of the following statements 

is true. Which one? 

A ‘B is true’  B ‘E is false’   

C ‘Statements A to E are true’ 

D ‘Statements A to E are false’   

E ‘A is false’ 

For the solution please see p14 

 Dazzling dancing 
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They took on the other Chor-
ley schools last week and were 

delighted to win second place, 

only narrowly losing in the 
final to Southlands. 

 
Curriculum Leader for PE, Mrs 

Dempster, said: ‘For a first go 
this was a very positive outcome. 

 

SILVER medal surprise was en-
joyed by our very first handball 

team as they scooped success in 

Chorley’s inaugural competition. 
 

The new game was introduced 
into the PE syllabus this year and 

Year 8 girls have been avidly 
practising their new skills. 

 

‘Well done to the Year 8 girls in-

volved. With a year’s more experi-
ence they will hopefully do even 

better next year!’ 

Handball happiness 

Ambassadors at work 
OPTICAL illusions, tricks and experiments were the treats in store 

for primary children when our young Science Ambassadors took 
their skills and enthusiasm to local schools. 

 
Eighteen pupils were select-

ed to be Science Ambassa-

dors at the start of this year and they have shared their 
knowledge with children at Whittle-le-Woods and St Laurence’s 

Primary Schools. 
 

They also thrilled youngsters with air can-

ons and informed them about the water 

vortex. 
 

Organiser, Mrs McCaffrey, said: ‘We are 
enjoying passing on our enthusiasm and 

love of Science to the next generation of 
pupils.’ 

Readathon results 
A READING revolution has resulted in a massive charity donation from our bookworm Year 

7s this year! 

£1,829.92 has been collected by pupils supporting the St Michael’s Readathon which aims to 

raise money for a charity which gives help to children ill in hospital. 

Organiser, Miss Farish, said:  ‘A huge well done to Year 7 for raising such a fantastic amount 

for charity!’ 
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Rallying round to raise funds 
TALENTED teens from St Michael’s were amongst performers who took to 

the stage in Hoghton last week to raise over £1,000 for charity. 
 

Callum Gray, now 18 and a former pupil, was diagnosed with leukaemia in 
January 2013 in the year after leaving St Michael’s and his family, also for-

mer pupils Rachel, Jackie and Alex and little sister Isla, immediately rallied 

round, raising funds for Clic Sargent, the charity which supports children 
with cancer. 

 
Callum has undergone three rounds of chemotherapy and total body irradi-

ation. He has had a stem cell transplant as sister Jackie was a 100% match 
and though he is now in remission, he is still regularly attending the Christie Hospital in Manchester. 

 

His family and friends organised a talent show at Hoghton Village Hall to help raise money for the charity 
which has provided them with support during this trying time. 

 
And amongst the performers were some exceptional displays from our very own pupils. 

 

Year 11 pupils Charlotte Newman and Millie Weaver displayed their musical talents singing and playing 
their guitars in front of the packed hall. 

 
Our super-talented Dance Captain Isabelle Oates performed an amazing high energy solo routine with 

Year 7 ballroom dancer Chloe Farmer dazzling the audience with her award winning moves. 
 

Former pupils Becky Cohen and Vicky Chadwick 

were also among the performers and former Brit-
ish Champion cheerleaders Jackie and Rachel 

Gray, Stacey Aitken (née Harwood) and Alan Ait-
ken rekindled their stunting talents with a cheer-

leading routine. 

 
And the evening 

culminated in a 
poignant band per-

formance involving 

Callum on drums, 
his brother Alex on 

guitar, Millie 
Weaver on vocals 

and another ex-
pupil Phil Daly also 

on guitar. 

 
Callum’s family 

have already or-
ganised events 

including a coffee 

and cake morning, a quiz night, a family fun after-
noon and Rachel ran the London marathon to help 

Clic Sargent. 
 

The family would be very appreciative for any do-
nations and if anyone would like to support the 

cause please go to www.justgiving.com/

RachelAlexGray 
 
Please turn to page 11 to read about Chloe Farmer who 
performed at this event. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Charlotte Newman, Year 11 pupil, has only been 

playing the guitar since she was 14, but performed 
beautifully at the talent show. 

 

‘It was my first time in front of an audience,’ said 
the talented Chapel Choir member. ‘I only started 

playing because I had a friend and I really looked up 
to them and they inspired me to start. 

 
‘I really wanted to be like my friend. And then luckily 

someone I know moved to Canada and left their 

guitar behind. That’s when I started to play.’ 
 

Charlotte is hoping to pursue a career in music and 
would love to release her own album. 

 

‘I was so nervous performing last Friday,’ she add-
ed. ‘But I really enjoyed it.’ 

http://www.justgiving.com/RachelAlexGray
http://www.justgiving.com/RachelAlexGray
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Maths Challenge Solution … Mr Neville explains... 
 

This is a classic logic problem the likes of which are sadly rare these days. As ever there may 

be several ways to solve this but here’s mine: since only one statement is true, statement C 

cannot work at all, nor can statement D as it is self-defeating. Of the remaining three, if A is 
true then so is B which would mean that we have two true statements, not just the one that 

we are told we have. This must mean that both A and B are false and therefore E is the only 
true statement.mean that both A and B are false and therefore E is the only true statement. 

  

A PLETHORA of 

enthusiastic athletes literally lined up to 
represent their tutorials in the best dis-

play of ‘Team St Michael’s’ spirit yet! 
 

Sports heats day was unable to be com-
pleted due to the highest numbers of pu-

pils taking part and showing their incredi-

ble talents and eagerness to participate. 
 

Every pupil in Year 7 demonstrated amaz-
ing energy to try and compete in nearly 

every race, jump or throw! In the very first track event of the day, the Year 7 girls 100 me-

tres, nearly 100 entered the heats. 
 

And amongst the super-
keen Year 8s, Katie Shin-

gler beat a long jump 
record that has stood for 

16 years on her first 

jump, only to beat and re
-beat it again on her sec-

ond and third. 
 

Organiser, Mr Kennedy, 

said: ‘A big congratulations to all year groups for the best participa-
tion we have ever had at Sports Heats!  

 
‘Every event was over-run with enthusiastic athletes eager to test 

themselves and most importantly enjoy themselves.’ 

Team St Michael’s! 


