
will not be accessible and we 

have asked our new Year 7 
summer school attendees to 

enter school via the East 
Drive. We are creating a new 

meeting room and reshaping 

the entrance area to school. 
For those parents attending 

school on Wednesday for our 
Presentation Ceremonies ac-

cess is still available through 

the main entrance.  
 

A uniform reminder  
Thank you to all parents and 

carers for your support in our 

drive for the highest stand-
ards of uniform.  This is just 

a reminder that from this 
September a new skirt will be 

introduced for all new Year 7 
girls and ‘St Michael’s trou-

sers’ must also be worn by all 

Year 7 boys. From September 
2020 it is expected that all 

skirts and trousers for all year 
groups will be of these new 

styles.  All pupils can wear 

these new style skirts and 
trousers with effect from 

September 2019, subject to 
availability. All our uniform is 

available from our supplier 
Jada. Please will you also 

support school in ensuring 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

The summer term is always 

a very busy and intense 
time with the demands of 

the GCSEs, the start of the 
new academic year and 

various extraordinary curric-
ular and extra-curricular 

activities, including Chris-

tian Values Enrichment 
Days, sporting and musical 

events, visits from our feed-
er primary schools and sci-

ence events. Throughout 

every subject area our 
young people continue to 

excel through hard work, 
determination and the sup-

port of dedicated and out-
standing members of staff. 

Details of their remarkable 

achievements and amazing 
success in a variety of activ-

ities are documented in the 
newsletter which is now 

available on the school 

website.  
 

It has also been a very in-
tense term of hard work 

and examination prepara-

tion for our GCSE candi-
dates.  We wish our won-

derful Year 11 pupils every 
success in these examina-

tions, the results for which 
are available on Thursday 

22 August at 9.00am. We 

trust that they all enjoyed a 
fantastic ‘prom’ this half 

term. As is now the tradi-
tion, a large crowd gath-

ered outside the new venue 

of Haigh Hall to watch and 
applaud all our wonderful 

‘celebrities’ as they arrived 
in their various modes of 

transport. They have been 
a truly magnificent group of 

young people and we wish 

them well in the future.  
 

This half term we wel-

comed our New Year 7 pu-
pils for their induction day. 

They gave a very positive 
first impression and were 

clearly looking forward to 
coming to St Michael’s in 

September. I am sure that 

they will embrace all of the 
amazing opportunities avail-

able to them. 
 

Congratulations! 

There has been much for 
our young people to cele-

brate at recent events! 
Once again our talented 

sporting individuals and 
teams have done excep-

tionally well this year, and 

long may this continue. For 
an amazing 20th consecu-

tive year we were Chorley 
and District Athletic Cham-

pions; an incredible 

achievement and a testa-
ment to the great ability, 

talent, dedication and drive 
of pupils and staff. I hope 

that many of you were able 

to attend our magnificent 
Summer Music concert 

where we were enjoyed a 
most memorable evening, 

entertained by our excep-
tional soloists, choirs, en-

sembles, bands and groups. 

Similarly, our Year 11 GCSE 
Art, Textiles and Technolo-

gy display, held on the 
same evening, truly show-

cased the creativity of our 

young people.  
 

Building projects 
We continue to work on 

upgrading our facilities. 
Over the summer holidays 

the main entrance of school 
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that your son or daughter is wearing a clip on 

tie which is kept free from graffiti/ pen and 
that haircuts are in line with our appearance 

expectations: Hair should be of a naturally 
occurring shade, no shaven heads (no shorter than a number 2 sides and back), no lines cut into the 

hair or extreme fashion styles. Pupils who have moved into Year 9 will make the transition from maroon 

ties and jumpers to black ties and jumpers by September. We ask for your continued support in helping 
to ensure that skirt lengths are no more than three inches from the knee. Thank you again for all that 

you do to help reinforce our high expectations and standards. If you have any queries about any item of 
uniform please contact the appropriate Pupil Manager.   

 
Behaviour for Learning 

We have the highest expectations for behaviour at St Michael’s, believing that this is the rock on which 

great learning is built. This term has seen some amendments to our behaviour for learning policy. Pupils 
have made a fantastic response to our promotion of ‘choose excellent behaviour’.  We continue to 

encourage all pupils to take responsibility for their own actions and behaviour choices, treating everyone 
with ‘dignity and respect’ and ‘showing stewardship’. Our updated policy will be available on the 

school website from the start of term in September and a summary is available in pupil organisers. 

Please note that in the interests of keeping all our pupils safe, that pupils who bring banned items or 
dangerous objects into school will be excluded for a fixed period of time. Pupils who bring illegal drugs, 

drug related equipment or offensive weapons into school will be permanently excluded.  
 

Fond farewells 
We are saying a fond farewell to three of our colleagues this summer. Mrs Lisa Gornall is leaving to take 

up a post at Penwortham Girls High School. She has been a committed and dedicated member of St 

Michael’s for four years. Mrs Donna Burton, our Financial Assistant, is retiring after 16 and a half years of 
dedicated service to school and Mr Gerry Thorpe who has been providing part time assistance in the 

English department will also be retiring this summer. We thank them all for their outstanding contribu-
tion to life at St Michael’s and wish them every happiness in the future. 

 

Our Presentation Ceremonies take place on Wednesday 24 July and you will be notified if your child is to 
receive an award. Term comes to an end at 13.00 on Thursday 25 July. 

May I wish you all a safe, happy and relaxing summer holiday! 
Yours sincerely 

 

J  Jenks 
Headteacher  

YEAR 9 pupil Bevin is celebrating success after winning a rainbow of ro-

settes at the Royal Lancahire Show. 

 
Bevin has been helping out on her step-grandad’s dairy farm for several years and really enjoys working 

with the animals and especially travelling around the country helping at cattle shows. 
 

Bevin won 15 rosettes including eight first places in various sections and she took part in categories 
which included white steins, milking cows and Ayrshires. Bevin leads the cattle around the arena and 

was competing against around ten other entries in her categories. 

 
‘You have to wear certain clothes for showing certain cattle and get changed between each one,’ Bevin 

explains. ‘For example you have to wear a uniform, white jeans and a tie when showing Ayrshires. It’s a 
really difficult task not to get your white jeans mucky when you’re walking cows round the field!’ 

 

Bevin explains how the cows have to be ‘cleaned’ before they are ‘shown’ which involves rubbing baby 
powder on their white sections and baby oil on their dark areas! 

  
She said: ‘It’s a really good feeling when you put in the effort and it is rewarded when you win.’ 

Good luck in the future, Bevin, and thank you for sharing this most interesting activity! 
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THIS half term we 

have said a fond fare-
well to Mr Geoff Arm-

strong who has retired 
from the governing 

body after more than 40 years dedicated service. 

 
Mr Armstrong, along with his wife Freda who served as our 

Chair of Governors for 25 years, has worked with all six of 
the headteachers at St Michael’s, Mr Roy Moore, Mr Bob 

Hardwick, Mrs Liz Nicholls, Mr Christopher Bagguley, Mrs 
Julie Heaton and Mrs Jayne Jenks. 

 

Along with Mr Moore, Geoff helped to set up the St 
Michael’s Trust which through investments and parental and 

parish contributions grew to be the financial support it is 
today and he served as Treasurer on the Governing Body 

for many years. 

 
He is a member of St Goerge’s Church and has also been a 

church warden for over 38 years. 
 

We are extremely grateful for all the support that Mr Arm-
strong has given to St Michael’s over the years and thank 

him for his Christian service and dedication. 

CHRISTIAN service and volunteering were recognised and 

celebrated when three of our pupils achieved their Faith in 
Action Award.s 

 
Lydia Baines and Lucy Marland, both 

Year 8s, achieved their Silver Award, 

with Year 10 pupil, Eloise Baines, receiving the gold award. 
 

They all attend Euxton St Mary’s Church and have been working 
on achieving the award for more than a year. 

 
The Faith in Action Award encourages young people through rec-

ognising, rewarding and celebrating their active faith lived out 

through service and reflection. The Award helps them connect 
their life and faith in a tangible manner. 

 
In journeying through the Award, young people experience a 

deepening of their relationship with God and find themselves ex-

ploring that relationship. It is hoped that through their relation-
ship and action, others will see God's love through them. 

 
The three girls were involved in leading the Easter service at their 

Church, have had to read in church , volunteer in other services 
and had to attend meetings. 

 

Eloise said: ‘It really helped me to improve my confidence and helps you 
develop your faith.’ 

Growing in spirit 

The girls with Mrs Jenks 

ST MICHAEL’S welcomed the new Year 7 pupils when they came to school on their Sampling Day. 

 
Pupils from all our feeder primary schools attended the day, which involved a double lesson of Science 

experiments and other exciting new lessons including Drama, Dance, German and Learning to Learn. 
We look forward to welcoming them to ‘Team St Michael’s’ in September. 
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THIS HALF term, thanks must go to Mr Neville, Mrs Hooley, Mrs McCaf-

frey, Mr Tierney, Ms Stebel and Mrs Brotherton for leading our collective 
worships. It is great to have such a wide and varied selection of staff 

willing and able to lead us in this and who put in so much time and effort to prepare. We have looked at 
topics ranging from Pentecost to the compassion of Mother Teresa, including Wisdom, Happiness, Com-

munity, The Trinity and Stewardship of our world. 

  
We are also very much looking forward to our End of Term services, which this year are concerned with 

‘Our World – a gift from God’ and how well we are following God’s instruction to look after it.  
 

It has also been a real pleasure to welcome several visiting Clergy, including 

Revd James Gwyn-Thomas from Buckshaw Village Church and Revd Peter Har-
vey from Wellfield Church. We also welcomed new vicar at St George’s and for-

mer St Michael’s pupil, Revd Mike Print, to school. In addition, special thanks 
must go to Revd Alan Hogarth, who led our morning Eucharist for pupils on the 

21st June.  
 

All are very welcome to come and see our Collective Worship, End of Term ser-

vices or take part in one of our Eucharists; but if you’d like to attend we would 
ask that you contact Simon (our Christian Youth Worker) via the school office 

no less than 48 hours beforehand.  
 

Collective Worship takes place each school day, and our morning Eucharists are 

monthly, with extra lunchtime services during Advent and Lent. Details are on 
the School website.  

YEAR 7 and 8 pupils had fantastisch fun in Ger-

many over half term when 40 travelled to the 

Cologne region of the country. 
 

They were encouraged to practise their language 
skills, sample a little of the cuisine and learn 

about the culture of the country. 

Pupils went to the magnificent Co-

logne Cathedral and Cologne Zoo. 
They also travelled to Cochem, visiting 

the Reichsburg Castle and the fabu-
lous swimming pool there. 

 

On the final day they went to Phanta-
sialand, one of Germany’s most excit-

ing theme parks. 
 

All pupils were very well behaved and 
very much enjoyed the visit. 

We hear from our Christian Youth Worker, Simon says... 

Revd Mike Print 

The Germany crew outside the magnificent Cologne Cathedral 
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THIS half term we are saying a sad goodbye to Mrs Gor-

nall. 
 

Mrs Gornall has been at St Michael’s for four years now, 
working as Second in Technology and Head of D&T. She is going to take up a post at 

Penwortham Girls High School, taking on a new challenge of leading STEM Education 

at the school. 
 

In addition to teaching, Mrs Gornall has been instrumental in leading technology extra 
curricular activities, taking pupils to the drone flying competition in Cheshire and to 

the Rotary Club technology competitions where pupils have had great success, coming 
1st and 2nd in the contest. 

 

Although looking forward to what lies ahead, Mrs Gornall says: ‘I will really miss the 
staff friendliness at St Michael’s and I will absolutely miss the pupils!’ 

 
Our Financial Assistant, Mrs Donna Burton, will also be leaving us in summer after 16 

and a half years of dedicated service. 

 
Mrs Burton is retiring but hopes to fill her time with a little part time job and plenty of 

holidays!  
She said: ‘I will really miss the people here and the friendships I have made.’ 

STANDING up for social jus-

tice—this has been the theme 
of Learning to Learn lessons 

for our Year 7 pupils this half 
term. 

 

Pupils were encouraged to think about 
what is unfair in the world, re-

search a charity and take part in 
a number of creative tasks, in-

cluding baking, writing a poem 
or a speech. 

 

Here are some 
of the amazing 

creations by our 
pupils! 

Growing in mind and spirit 

IT WAS a night of dancing and celebrating the end of the exams, 

when Year 11 came together for their Prom. 
The event was held at Haigh 

Hall and pupils enjoyed a 
meal together before taking 

in the beautiful views outside 

as the sun set. 

And I’m 

sure you 
will agree 

our Year 

11 ladies 
and gentlemen looked fantastic! 



P A G E  6    

 
 

 

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

WE WOULD just like to say a huge thank 

you to B&Q and Barton Grange Garden 
Centre who have sent us free seeds and 

equipment for our new Year 9 Curriculum 
Enrichment Programme (details of which are on page 12.)  

Thanks also to the volunteers at Chorley in Bloom, to Cuerden Valley Park, Tom Halstead at Chorley 

Council, Chorley Tesco, Highgrove House, Daniel Barry and Lea at the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award for all 
the advice, assistance and for accommodating our pupils! And, of course, to our amazing staff who have 

embraced this new project with such enthusiasm! 

TOP TENNIS players have giv-

en fantastic performances at 
competitions this half term. 

 
The Year 7 & 8 tennis team 

took part in the district tennis competition held at Chorley Tennis Club on 

Tuesday 25th June.  
 

PE teacher, Mrs Brunsden, said: ‘The pupils were incredible and played some tough matches against 
some experienced players.  

 
‘As a team overall they were Champions and went onto the county competition which was held at South 

Ribble Tennis centre on Friday 28th June. 

 
‘The county round was a massive step up as we were against various 

grammar schools across the county. 
 

‘Once again the Year 7 and 8 team showed resilience and hard work 

in their games. They performed brilliantly and the girls team came 
2nd in Lancashire and the boys team came 3rd in Lancashire.  

 
‘Congratulations to you all - you did yourselves and the school very 

proud! Well done!’ 

Growing in body 

CONGRATULATIONS to our very talented 

karting team, who have returned from the 
National Championships with many top 

places under their belt! 
After much success at various venues around the country, the team went to the finals of the NATSKA 

championships in the Lake District. 

 
After three days of tough racing in 

hot conditions, Jamie Leadbetter and 
Beth Livesey ended up 2nd and 4th 

in the Championship in Class 11 and 
the team took 6 of the top 10 places 

in Class 7; Nathan Howard 4th, Leo 

Crabtree 5th, Sam Perkins 6th, Har-
rison Shires 8th, Rowan Mackley 9th 

and Josh Fish 10th. 
 

The St Michael’s Kart Club started 

the season on 9th September 2018 
in Northamptonshire and have had 

12 meetings and travelled around 
4000 miles! 

 
This year we have welcomed five 

new drivers to the team: Ben How-

ard, Nathan Walker, Harry Leadbetter, Evan Bradley and Oliver Livesey who will be joining St Michael’s 
in September. 
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OUR pupils have been flying 

high in Barcelona taking part in 
an international cheerleading 

competition. 

Ellie Atkinson, Amy Mills, Scarlett Last, Isla Crompton, Lily Valen-

tine and Danielle Boyd were just some of the St Michael’s pupils 
who travelled to the Spanish city in June to take part in the Future 

Cheer competition with their team, Infinity Cheer. 
They spent a weekend cheering and dancing 

against teams from countries from as far afield 
as Canada! 

 

Ellie has been cheerleading about 
four years and also took part in a 

solo competition, coming 3rd. 
 

In addition to competing, the girls 

also had the chance for a quick 
look round the city and a trip to 

the beach. 

Growing in body and spirit 

In May we 

invited a 

presenter 
from Science 

Made Simple to put on a show 
all about the science of sport.  

The show was initially viewed by our Year 8 pupils and later that 
evening we invited Year 7 pupils and their parents to come and watch 

the show again as part of our third Science Family Evening.  

 
Tickets were given out by our Science Ambassadors who gave up their 

lunch time to set up stall near the dining hall, and then they came to the 
evening event to busk their science demonstrations to the audience as they 

waited for the show to start.  

The event was well attended and volunteers were encouraged to step up and take part in some of the 
demonstrations. 

 
This is always a fun day!  

We invited pupils from our local primary schools to enjoy a day of STEM activities. They watched a show 
of science demonstrations delivered by a representative from Science Made Simple, took part in quizzes, 

and then undertook the challenge of building a tower out of spaghetti and marshmallows, upon which 

they had to balance a little plastic superhero.  
 

Our Science Ambassadors were on hand throughout the event to help the primary children complete 

their challenge and they were a huge help to the science teachers in running errands, tidying up (it’s a 

very messy activity!), and setting up for other schools.  

Their help is invaluable and we couldn’t run this event without them! 

On 9th July Mrs Wilk took a group of 15 Year 7 pupils from her Science Club to Parkland’s High School to 

take part in their science fair, sponsored by the Ogden Trust. The task that they completed involved 

osmosis, where the teams had to investigate which liquid would cause a gummy bear to expand the 

most. Our Year 7 pupils showed resilience, team work and great problem solving skills, and came 3rd 

overall.                                           Well done Science Clubbers! 

Science family show 

Mrs Ashurst writes... 

As usual we have been very busy in the Science Department 
recently, with several events sponsored by the Ogden Trust 

taking place, and the Year 8 and Year 9 Science Ambassadors 
have been at the centre of making it a success. 

Superhero Science 

Parkland’s Science fair 
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Our Year 9 Science Ambassadors took part in the Physics Olympics, which is a competition organised by 

Sarah Crompton at Albany Academy. 

 
We took 2 teams of four Science Ambassadors and they took part 

in various challenges that put their knowledge of physics and engi-
neering skills to the test.  

 
We competed against several high school teams, and we defi-

nitely gave them a run for their money. 

 
This year we won the trophy for building a bridge out of card 

that suspended the most masses, with over 1 kg being held for 
over 10 seconds. Well done to Ben Johnson, Will Hitchen, Mor-

gan Miller and Matthew Cooper for winning the trophy. 

 
Our Science Ambassadors have been out to several primary schools again, 

taking their bag of busking tricks to demonstrate to Year 5 pupils.  
 

The Science Ambassadors really show their confidence and skills during these visits, and the primary 
school children thoroughly enjoy being taught by older children instead of teachers.  

 

The Ambassadors are a credit to St Michael’s, and I am always proud of their excellent attitude and be-
haviour whenever we make these visits.  
 
As our current Year 9 Science Ambassadors move into Year 10 it’s time 
to bid them farewell so they can focus on their GCSE studies.  

 

If they wish to keep their hand in though Mrs Blair runs her own group of Science Leaders, and I will be 
calling on you to help train the next set of pupils who will be recruited from our current Year 7 as they 

move into Year 8. 
 

So I’d like to say a special thank you to Matthew Cooper, Morgan Miller, Liam Wilson, Ben Johnson, Will 

Hitchen, Amelia Brown, Chloe Stevenson-Smith, Layla Allton, Rosie Royle and Ciara McCaffrey for your 
interest, enthusiasm and support of the science department 

over the last 2 years. 
 

So with our Year 9 ambassadors moving up to Year 10 it’s time to recruit a new team from our current 

Year 7 pupils.  
 

Pupils who are interested have collected a letter that explains what Science Ambassadors is all about 
and they have written a letter of application. This year I have recruited 15 pupils, but there were almost 

30 applications so it was difficult to choose from them all.  
 

I look forward to working with the new ambassadors who will be helping in the science department at 

open evening, coming on visits to primary schools to busk to Year 5 groups, and taking part in more 
science shows, demonstrations and competitions. Another busy year ahead! 

 
Clubs in Science 

We have several clubs in the Science Department that cater for all 

year groups, and when we welcome our new Year 7 cohort in September we hope they will be interest-
ed in joining up, so here’s a list of our activities for your information: 

 
Science Club – available to Year 7 & Year 8 

Science Ambassadors – available to Year 8 & Year 9 
Science Leaders – available to Year 10. 

Growing in mind and spirit 

Come to Science Club! 

Physics Olympics 

Primary School visits 

Mrs Ashurst continues… 

Year 9 into 10 

Recruiting new ambassadors 
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Our Under 14 Cricket Team has had 
an immense campaign this year 

reaching the Lancashire Cup Semi 
Final, the furthest in the school’s re-

cent history. A tough and tight en-
counter with Lancaster Royal Gram-

mar School was the final time our 

boys were on the field but so much 
preceded this event.  

 
Beginning our campaign in Liverpool 

against St Hilda’s School, St Michael’s 

were comfortably victorious winning 
by 7 wickets. Our next round fixture saw us face Cowley at Chorley Cricket Club and we came out win-

ners again after an incredible 57 from the bat of Mitchell Kos on his club home ground. Alfie Dobson with 
figures of 4-11-3, proving fierce with the ball in hand. 

 
In dramatic fashion, we won via a flip of the coin in the next round against Bluecoat School to advance 

to the next round. We next faced St Peter’s RC High School, Wigan, at Winstanley Park Cricket Club, on a 

glorious sunny day. This quarter final fixture was incredibly intense with the game favouring differing 
sides by the hour. After a first innings total posted by St Peter’s, St Michael’s had to chase 82 runs. In a 

tight match, Benedict Heaton saved the day with a quick fire 23 when the game looked gone. St 
Michael’s advanced with Heaton fittingly hitting the winning runs. This then led us to our Semi-Final fix-

ture away at Lancaster Royal Grammar School.  

 
After we won the toss and chose to bat on a dry wicket but wet outfield, we posted a score of only 88. 

Considering the conditions, this still left us well in the game. An early breakthrough saw Alfie Dobson 
take the first wicket with LRGS only posting 14 runs. A huge cheer and celebration in the field was short-

ly followed by another wicket when Mitchell Kos bowled an inswinging yorker that sent the bails flying. At 

21-2, St Michael’s were back in the game. It was the very calm and considerate play of the LRGS batters 
who managed to achieve 90 runs for 5 wickets, with 5 overs to spare.  

 
Mr Kohler said: ‘I’m gutted for the boys. It really hurts losing in a Semi-Final. However, my overriding 

feeling is pride. These boys were a credit to the school, a pleasure to spend time with, and had a fantas-
tic cup run.  

 

‘We’ll be back next year and hope we can do one better.’ 
 

A special mention must go to William Ashworth, who in Year 7, played two years above his age grade 
and made a considerable impact both batting and in the field on numerous occasions. Support from Niall 

Smith and Leo Makintosh, regularly as 12th man, was also much needed but a cohesive and hard working 

team is the reason our Cricket Team have done so well this year. Bring on Summer 2020! 

Growing in body and spirit 

 

 
 

Parents are welcome to browse the school's Moodle at http://
moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk 
 

Click on Parent Zone > Log in as Guest User > Agree Site Policy > and 
there you are!  Parents do not need a username for the public areas of Moodle. 
 
The areas accessible to parents include weekly prayers, worship, weekly listings of clubs, revision ad-
vice, technical support and occasional questionnaires to give feedback on events. 
 
Pupils can visit Moodle Club in H7 on any day of the week at lunchtime throughout the year for advice, 
support in accessing home learning, and the resolution of password concerns. 

Do direct any enquiries about moodle to moodle@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk     

PE teacher, Mr Kohler, writes: 

http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
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WE ARE delighted to report that St Michael’s has 

been awarded the prestigious Holocaust Quality 

Mark. 

 

Presently only 13 schools in the UK have been awarded the Mark by the UCL 
Centre for Holocaust Education, which is presented to recognise the valuable 

work schools are doing to enable young people to deepen their knowledge and 
understanding of the significance of the Holocaust. 

 

Studying the Holocaust enables pupils to explore its relevance for their own lives 
and the contemporary world, hones their independent and critical thinking skills, 

encourages democratic citizenship and Fundamental British Values and equips 
pupils to see the role they play as ‘global citizens.’ 

 
It also provides an opportunity to develop students’ historical thinking about key concepts, such as di-

versity, causation, change and continuity, human rights, crimes against humanity, mass atrocity and 

genocide.  
 

Pupils have the opportunity to ask serious questions about the context in which genocide can take place 
and helps them to develop a framework and the language to think, reflect and talk about complex issues 

like prejudice and stereotyping. 

 
It gives pupils space to reflect on their values and ultimately 

their choices, ideally contributing to a more tolerant, re-
spectful, peaceful world. 

 
The school has been a Beacon School for Holocaust Educa-

tion for a year. In addition to learning about different as-

pects of the Holocaust within the History curriculum, pupils 
study the impact in subjects including ICT, English, RE and 

Maths, proactively engaging with research, developing ma-
terials and disciplinary approaches that challenge miscon-

ceptions and encourage a respect for scholarship, fact and 

evidence. 
 

Pupils at St Michael’s have the opportunity to take part in a biennial trip to Berlin and Poland, where they 
visit Auschwitz Concentration Camp and interview a survivor of the Holocaust. Following this, pupils 

share their experiences in collective worship and through poetry and reflective creative writing.  

 
The UCL Centre for Holocaust Education’s report, comments on the ‘innovative best practice’ present at 

St Michael’s, stating how the school has ‘developed a clear rationale for their approach to Holocaust Edu-
cation that is a blend of mission and research, informed pedagogy and content.’ 

 
The report commends the ‘strong, disciplinary distinctive approaches to Holocaust teaching and learning 

and states: ‘The Christian values of the school 

mean that character education is implicit and ex-
plicitly embedded in the curriculum and in the ex-

perience of being part of the St Michael’s commu-
nity.  

 

Pupils attending the Holocaust Memorial event at Chorley Town Hall 
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HUGE congratulations go to Year 8 pupil 

Gracie Chapman who story ‘Bamboo 
Magic’ made it into the final 50 stories 

of Radio 2s’s 500 Words Competition 
 

Grace was among 113,000 young writers who entered the 

competition in February this year and she was delighted to 
discover that her story was one of the Top 50. 

 
She was invited to attend the final, presented by Zoe Ball, as a live broadcast from 

Windsor Castle for the BBC Radio 2 Breakfast Show in June, with the chance to 
win 500 books for the school 

library. 

                      
The finalists arrived at the 

castle with their parent/
guardian before 6am and 

were ushered into the cham-

ber where the show was tak-
ing place. Guests were given 

an insight into how the live 
radio broadcast was done by Zoe Ball and her team. 

 
The event was a mix of live music and story-telling, 

with the six winners announced live on-air by a team of 

celebrity narrators, including David Walliams, Hugh 
Bonneville, Helen McCrory, Michael Sheen, Sandi 

Toksvig and Konnie Huq.  
 

There was also live music from Busted, Tom Walker 

and Matilda the Musical.  
 

The 500 Words patron and honorary judge, Her 
Royal Highness, the Duchess of Cornwall, talked to 

the audience about the importance and history of 

the English language. 
 

Afterwards, all the finalists were invited to a reception where they were able to meet the celebrities! Gracie 
was thrilled to have a chat with actress Helen McCrory (who she knows best as Narcissa Malfoy in the final 

three Harry Potter films).  The children were then taken on an extra-special tour of Windsor Castle. 
 

Although Gracie’s story wasn’t one of the 3 selected winning tales, it was an incredible achievement to 

reach the final and it has been a great inspiration to her to keep on writing stories! 

Growing in body, mind and spirit 

THESE incredible drawings were created by 
Year 10 pupil Emma Love. 

They were her final piece for her Year 9 
‘Faces’ project. 

Gracie amongst the finalists at Windsor Castle with HRH 
The Duchess of Cornwall, Zoe Ball, Chris Evans and celeb-

rity readers including Helen McCrory, David Walliams, 
Hugh Bonneville, Sandi Toksvig, Konnie Huq 



P A G E  1 2  

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

WE ARE excited to inform you about our new Year 9 Curric-

ulum Enrichment programme that has started this academic 

year. 
 

The programme is an innova-
tive series of lessons aimed at 

encouraging our young people to make a difference in their 
community. Pupils will take part in a range of different ac-

tivities which are in line with our school vision, providing 

them with further curriculum opportunities to grow in 
‘body, mind and spirit,’ with the ultimate aspiration of 

‘becoming the person God 
wants them to be.’ 

 

Voluntary work, community ser-
vice, environmental projects, 

charity work and aspects of work 
experience will all play a part in the new programme, enabling pupils to 

gain some valuable life skills and learn a little more about ‘life outside 
school!’  
 

By engaging with these activities pupils will also give something 
back to their local community, encouraging them to grow in 

character and reflect the Christian Values of stewardship, com-
passion, service and 

humility.  

 
We hope that the new programme will inspire and innovate our 

young people to take action, become courageous advocates and, of 
course, we hope that they enjoy the new experiences which come their way! 

  

Pupils take part in eight different activities for approximately five weeks each 
on a Thursday afternoon during periods 7 and 8 and will be led by various 

members of staff.  
 

Pupils will have to be ex-
tremely organised ‘Self 

Managers,’ checking each 

week the activity in which they are participating and coming prepared 
with, where relevant, the clothes and equipment necessary for that 

week.  
  

The various activities in 

which the pupils are involved will enable them to work towards 
gaining their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. All pupils in 

Year 9 have been enrolled into the programme and will be guid-
ed through the completion of the Award. 

 
By the end of the year they will 

have covered all of the Award 

except for the expedition, which 
will be arranged later in the 

year. 
 

Pupils will also have ses-

sions encouraging them to 
have high aspirations, learning about the workplace, writing CVs 

and having ‘employer experiences!’  You can see the various activities and community service projects in 
which the pupils will be involved in the boxes around this story. 

Growing in body, mind and spirit 

Volunteering: Pupils will help Chor-

ley in Bloom to tend and cultivate 
their community edible garden. 

Volunteering: Pupils will go to 

Cuerden Valley Park to help with 
litter picking and balsam bashing. 

Volunteering: Pupils will bake a 

selection of cakes for Chorley United 
Reformed Church’s Open Kitchen 

Volunteering: Pupils will create a 

patchwork blanket that will be do-
nated to charity. 

Volunteering: Pupils will create flow-

ers out of junk, showing stewardship, 
recycling old materials and creating 

display work for Chorley council. 

Physical: Pupils will complete a 

yoga course to encourage them to 
relax and look after their own well-

being. 

Aspirations: Pupils will go to Tesco 

to see behind the scenes and learn 
what it is like to be an employee. 

Volunteering: Pupils will take part in a 

3 week Performing Arts project, then 
perform it at Highgrove House residen-

tial home. 

Skill: Pupils will cultivate the school 

garden and donate the produce to 
poorer communities in Chorley. 

Skill: Pupils will learn how 

to mend clothes! 

Expedition: Pupils will learn 

expedition skills; pitching tents, 
route planning and outdoor cook-

ing 

Skill: Pupils will learn photog-

raphy skills and how to write 
stories for this newsletter! 

Skill: Pupils will perfect 

their ICT skills 
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OUR Year 11 pupils faced a gruelling panel of judges when 

they were involved in 
the Skills for Work ac-

tivities as part of their 
Enrichment Days. 

 

Entrepreneurial 
ideas were pre-

sented to the 
‘celebrity’ judg-

es. 
 

Pupils worked in groups, alongside a visitor from the 

world of work, to create a business plan, calculate 
finances, discuss marketing techniques and decide 

how they were going to attract investment before the 
top three plans were chosen and presented to the 

‘Dragons.’    

 
Other activities pupils enjoyed included building the tallest tower out of marshmallows and straws, a ‘find 

and retrieve’ activity with newspapers and creating a gravity run where pupils designed and built a roller 
coaster. Teams also had to follow instructions to create a product by trading and bargaining with their 

resources. 

  

 

WE MADE our first appearance at the 
Rugby League National 9s this summer, 

as we took 15 pupils to Victoria Park, 
Warrington, to face schools from across 

the UK. In a Year 8 tournament, we 
took six Year 7 pupils who had excelled 

throughout the year to bolster a strong 

but small Year 8 cohort. With the con-
tinuous and on- going support from Wigan Warriors Community Foundation, we 

were nominated to represent Chorley and the Foundation at this fantastic event. 
 

We were first pooled with St Edward’s College (Liverpool), Wardle Academy (Rochdale) and Blue Coat 

(Oldham). Each game was incredibly close with us winning one and losing two, both narrowly by one try. 
Our fixture against St Edward’s saw us lose with the final play of the game! Due to other fixtures in a very 

tight pool and points difference, we placed second in the group. This meant after lunch, we had fixtures 
against Ossett Academy (Wakefield), Longbenton School (Newcastle) and London Youth Games winners 

Langley Park. Our boys were fatigued in the afternoon after putting their bodies on the line in the morn-
ing session and these games proved difficult for our young side as injuries and tiredness took effect.  

 

Despite a tough afternoon, our boys had the opportunity to branch outside of Chorley and test them-
selves against some of the best Rugby League Schools from up and down the country. They enjoyed the 

day and definitely enjoyed the ice cream van!   
 

At the end of the day, in the Y8 National 9s Trophy Competition rankings, we placed a respectable 7th 

nationally, ahead of some well established Rugby League schools. A good achievement considering only 
two of our squad play for a rugby club outside of school, with the rest of the pupils learning their skills at 

St Michael’s.  
 

Our pupils learned a great deal from the experience and are desperate to come back next year and pro-

gress further in the competition. Thank you to Wigan Warriors Community Foundation for their constant 
support this year and we look forward to working with them again in 2020. 

Growing in body and spirit 

PE teacher, Mr Kohler, writes: 



YEAR 10 pupil Brandon is 

celebrating after being 

named as English karate 
champion the second year in 

succession. 
 

But this year, this young 
athlete was competing in an 

increased age category with 

the 14 year old taking on 
youngsters of nearly 16 

years old. 
 

The competition took place 

at Ponds Forge Arena, Shef-
field, and he actually 

knocked out last year’s Male Cadet Champion from the top spot. 
 

In the final Brandon took the majority decision, winning four 
flags out of five!  

 

This follows Brandon’s previous success at winning a bronze medal in the British Four Nations Champion-
ships in Leicester in May this year, where he competed against 14-15 year old boys from England, Scotland, 

Ireland and Wales. 
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PUPILS in Year 7 have been showing their creativity, 

taking part in the Spirited Arts Competition. 
 

The RE department have encouraged all pupils to get 
involved and show their imagination and talent creating artwork on sever-

al themes: 

 Pilgrimages and journeys 

 Questions, questions 

 Where is God? 

 Windows on the soul  

 Mysteries of life  

Some of the Spirited Arts 
entries 



P A G E  1 5  

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

Runshaw College visit 

For this year’s Year 10 enrichment day they went on a trip to Runshaw. They went and had lessons in the 
subjects they chose and this gave them experience of what colleges are going to be like in the future.  

 
Army Day 

The Year 9 enjoyed half the day working 

with the army working on teamwork and for 
the rest of the day on programming and 

working on a murder mystery. They did this 
activity on our very own school field. The 

army commented on the spirit of the Year 9 
pupils and how impressed they were when 

the pupils were so keen to get involved and 

complete the tasks. 
 

Language 
Day 

Year 8 explored differ-

ent cultures and com-

munities in Europe. 

The staff joined forces 

for the day with pupils 

taking part in Europe-

an quizzes, looking at 

different cultures 

around Europe and 

had a go at Tirolean 

dancing. The pupils 

explored koinonia and 

different Christian 

values. Some pupils 

designed their own crea-

tive shoes, a jigsaw of a 

flag and some pupils 

made Black forest cakes 

which represent Germany. 

Blackburn Cathedral day  

The Year 7s went on a 

trip to Blackburn Cathe-

dral and Museum. They 

went to find out about the 

modern worshipping life 

in the cathedral. The pupils carried out surveys practising their geography 

skills and will consider the role of museums in and around the communi-

ty. This visit to the cathedral included 8 

different fun and thrilling activities where 

pupils considered the importance of sym-

Growing in body,and spirit 

Year 9 have been writing stories as part of their new Curriculum Enrichment programme. The following 
pages contain the stories they have researched and written themselves. Researching and writing sto-
ries and learning about photography is contributing to their Duke of Ediburgh’s Award ‘skill’ section. 

‘Enrichment Day’ by Jane Turner, Holly Goulding 
and Ellie Barton 

Pictures of the many ac-
tivities exploring Christian 

Values 
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THURSDAY 27 June was the Year 9 and 10 Dis-
trict rounders competition at Southlands which 

the pupils quoted as an ‘Outstanding Day’.  
 

It was perfect conditions for the day and the 
rounders team had been working very hard, 

training since April and for the match they 

worked hard for the victory and deserved it. 
Both teams won every single game and became 

Year 9 and Year 10 district champions. 
 

After their victory they celebrated their accom-

plishments and the time put in to achieve it. 

The Year 7 and 8 rounders teams also had their 

tournament this half term, with the Year 8 pu-

pils also emerging as champions! 

The Year 8s were outstanding and put in a lot of effort. They had a lot of skill in the game. They had to 

battle with a couple of close games but they were unbeatable in the tournament. 

The year 7s have had a very difficult pre-competition due to weather affecting practices and injuries so the 

girls did their best in the competition but sadly, did not make the finals. 

The rounders team have a lot of work to do throughout the year ready for their next competition. They’re 

going to have to put in lots of effot as the competition grows and changes and it will only get more diffi-

cult for the team in the future, with new people getting involved and replacing the old team. 

Getting better or worse will depend on how much effort they put in. 

ON THE 19th of June the St 

Michael’s sports team all went 

to Robin Park to compete in a 

brutal competition.  

Each and every athlete was armed to the teeth with skill and abilities. Our team consisted of a boy and a 

girl from each year, all very skilled athletes. They put up a fight and returned VICTORIOUS.  

We have this exclusive interview from Noah Bracegirdle, one of our long jump/running athletes: ‘My 

thoughts upon first arrival consisted of mainly self doubt, looking around at all these other athletes and 

thinking how could I compete against them? I remember standing ready to run feeling like the world 

around me was gone. In the end I am very proud of my achievements in both 1500 metres and long 

jump as I came 3rd place in both events. Overall I feel like it was a great day. The sportsmanship was 

amazing and I thought me and the team all gave it 10/10.’  

I think we are all feeling proud of our athletes and wish them well for next year!  

Growing in body and spirit 

‘Rounders’ written by 
Jenson Wardleworth 
Abberley and Noah 

Bracegirdle. 

‘Robin Park written 
by Henry Moss and 

George Tildsley 
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On Wednesday the 19th  June 2019 we 

returned to Robin Park hoping to reign 

victorious after 19 years of winning. 

That makes this year our 20th year to 

win at Robin Park! 

Over 100 pupils took part in a range of 

athletic events which helped us to be-

come the district athletic champions. It 

was one warm day and one fantastic 

achievement of Team St Michael’s. 

Now its time to hear from some of the pupils involved. Firstly Max 

Molloy from Year 9 who told us a bit about his day, saying: "I came 

second in discus and had a great day in the sun. There was a great atmosphere!’ 

Also Noah Bracegirdle told us: ‘I came third in 1500 metres and third in long  jump. It was amazing and I 

look forward to winning next year.’ 

The children have grown in body, mind and spirit  and after a  long year of hard work we our delighted to 

say that we look forward to Robin Park again  next year!

_______________________________________________________ 

Team St Michael’s have yet 

again won the annual district 

athletics competition at Robin Park on Wednesday 19 June.  

It was perfect weather for the events and the teams were deter-

mined to bring back the trophies.  

Five records were broken and this is the 20th consecutive win for the 

team. More than 100 pupils participated and really reflected our vi-

sion of the school: 

Growing in body mind 

and spirit. 

The skies were clear and the atmosphere was tense with all of 

the schools. Pupils and teachers were all cheering and backing 

up their schools, however St Michael’s excelled in most races 

which led to our victory. 

A pupil said: ‘It was a very close competition, however St 

Michael’s showed the most spirit and determination and managed 

to win in all 

years. I am so 

proud of this 

team.’ 

To conclude, let’s 

hope St Michael’s 

can keep this 

winning streak 

going and get a 

21st consecutive 

win next year! 

Growing in body and spirit 

Further Robin Park accounts, 
this one written by Isabella 
Meadows and Amelia Hart 

‘Robin Park’ written by Bill 
Wells and Alfie Hammond 
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ON THE 27th of June 2019 many pupils from St Michael’s took part in the 

Summer Music Performance, led by the music teachers, and the GCSE Arts 

Exhibition at school to show how they have progressed this year.  

The work of the pupils that took GCSE Art or Textiles was displayed in the 

Training Suite for their friends, families and peers to enjoy the beautiful piec-

es they produced in their final exams.  

As well as this, our school’s 

aspiring musicians per-

formed in our annual Sum-

mer Music showcase for the 

school community to experi-

ence the wonderful atmos-

phere the pupils create. Stu-

dents have worked so hard 

on their pieces, both artistic 

and musical. It was an hon-

our to have them represent 

school in such a beautiful way.  

Miss Forrest said: “The rock band was great to listen to. I particularly 

enjoyed the beautiful sound from the Armstrong Choir.’ 

A Year 9 pupil said: ‘The Art Exhibition was great to see. The 

Year 11’s work really paid off.’ 

In addition to this, Mrs Jenks, Headteacher at St Michael’s was ‘blown away’ by her pupils’ tremendous 

work and attenders even claimed that she had a tear (or a few) in her eyes.  

The Summer Music and Arts Exhibition were a huge success and enjoyed by all. Well done to all of the pu-

pils involved. You are a true credit to our school. 

_______________________ 

It is our delight to inform 
you that the summer con-

cert turned out to be a suc-

cess yet again. A very proud 
Headteacher was brought to tears as all music groups performed 

better than ever.  
 

Well done to the: Wind Band, Armstrong Choir, Year 7 and 8 
steel pans, junior and senior woodwind academy, ukulele group, 

jazz band, Hughes Choir, Worship Band, string academy, rock band and big choir. 

 
All the teachers were very proud. Mrs Hooley said: ‘It is a fabulous display of the wonderful talent that we 

have at this school.’ 
 

Mrs Jenks told us that: ‘Every year it just seems to keep getting better and better.’ 

 

Thank you to: 
Mr Philip White, Mrs Janet Cunningham, Mrs Cheryl Winstanley, Mrs Debbie Brotherton, Mr Paul Green-

halgh, Lois Macauley, Mrs Karen Blackstock, Mr David Mason, Mr David Eccles, Mrs Ann Johnson, Music 

Council, Eden of Chorley, Faye Bamford and Daniel Walton, our teachers and companies that helped organ-
ise it. 

 

Growing in body, mind and spirit 

‘Summer Music and 
Art Display’ written 
by Liv Bateson and 

Ailsa Macleod 

‘Summer Music and Art 
Display’ written by Thea 

Talbot and Maya  
Hardyman 
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Tuesday 16 July 

On Tuesday 16 July Year 8 spent the day prepar-

ing for the end of year service. This year the theme is centred on the 
Christian Value of stewardship and taking care of God’s world.  

 
Wednesday 17 July 

Year 8 worked alongside the Eng-
lish department to create a new 

inventive product for school. 

 
Designing the product, wrting a slogan, jingle and advert, preparing 

a sales pitch and then persuading their audience to invest in their 
product were all activities enjoyed by the teams on their Dragon’s 

Den style day. 

OUR NEW GCSE Geographers went to Salford Quays on the Enrichment Days to 

collect data on the land use and environmental quality of the area. 
 

This is to support the fieldwork element of the GCSE course which 
will be tested in an exam at the end of Year 11.  

 

Meanwhile, our new GCSE historians explored the Christian Values of peace, justice and community at the 
Imperial War Museum North on the Enrichment Days this half term. 

Growing in body and spirit 

YEAR 8 

YEAR 9 

Tuesday 16 July 

PUPILS had a day in two halves on their Christian Values Enrichment Day. Half the 
day was organised by the Maths department, with pupils deciding on a product or service to market, dis-

cussing finances and learning about crowd funding. 
 

We were delighted to invite guest speakers to lead sessions 

with our Year 10 for the other half of the day. 
 

Pupils were encouraged to think about challenging topics 
within a Christian context, including relationships, pornogra-

phy, bereavement and stress and anxiety. 

 
The aim of these sessions was to help our young people em-

brace change, develop resilience during diffi-cult times, feel 
positive about who they are and enjoy healthy, safe, respon-

sible and fulfilled lives.  
 

Thanks go to all the guests who led the ses-

sions from local churches. 
 

Wednesday 17 July 
The ever popular Bang Drum group enter-

tained and inspired our Year 10 pupils on 

their second enrichment day with pupils truly 
mesmerised by the rhythms and culture of 

Afro Brazilian carnival. 
 

Pupils took part in various activities where 

they could develop their own particular in-
terests in percussion and dance or learning 

some challenging Afro-Brazilian songs.  
 

YEAR 10 
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