
many and varied after school 
activities designed to support 

learning.  It is quite possible 

for pupils to improve by one 
or two grades from this stage 

through hard work and com-
mitment. 

 
Building work 

I am sure you will have no-

ticed the building works go-
ing on at the front of school.  

The new Library Resource 
Centre incorporating the 

ground floor Chapel should 

be completed by June.  This 
is at considerable cost and is 

being financed with money 
for capital projects from the 

budget, the Governors’ re-
serves and money from the 

‘Trust of St Michael’s’ to 

which many parents gener-
ously contribute.  

 
Medical issues 

I would like to remind you of 

the systems we have in place 
to support your child should 

they have any unexpected 
medical issues.  The newslet-

ter contains details of guid-

ance to follow should your 
child sustain an injury over-

night or at weekends where 
they may need additional 

support within school.  It also 
contains updated information 

on the provision of medica-

tion within school and other 
health matters.   

 
Please would you read 

through the guidance and 

keep us regularly informed of 
any changes to your child’s 

medical needs.  
 

Car park and school drive-
way safety 

As parents know, Astley Road 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

We have begun what prom-

ises to be another produc-
tive and eventful term. I 

hope the contents of this 
Newsletter will give you a 

flavour of life at St Michael’s 
and the range of enriching 

extra-curricular activities 

and events happening on a 
regular basis. 

 
If you managed to see 

‘Bugsy Malone’ I am sure 

you will agree with me that 
the production was abso-

lutely superb!  The cast and 
musicians were outstanding 

as were the set and cos-
tumes but most impressive 

was the overwhelming 

sense of ‘Team St Michael’s’ 
with staff and pupils work-

ing together to create 
something very special and 

memorable.   

Well done to everyone in-
volved in any way in this 

amazing experience. You 
are all stars! 

 

Charitable giving 
As a Christian school where 

‘love thy neighbour’ and 
the Christian values of com-

passion, service and thank-
fulness are part of our daily 

life, I along with Mrs Arm-

strong, our Chairman of 
Governors, have been 

amazed and humbled, that 
in this time of economic 

hardship our pupils have 

shone in their charitable 
giving.  For example, the 

Christmas Appeal for Chris-
tian Aid, ‘Present Aid,’ 

raised a superb £1,350 
translating into many chick-

ens, sheep, goats, trainee 

teachers and wells that will 
make a real difference to 

people in the world that are 

less fortunate and needy 
than ourselves.   

 
Since June 2014 nearly 

£5,000 has been raised and 
this does not include other 

charity giving such as food 

parcels and the British Le-
gion Poppy Appeal.  Thank 

you for your encourage-
ment, prayers and practical 

support.  

 
Very much connected with 

this, we continue through 
the work of Miss Calland-

er, to support our Fair 
Trade School status with 

regular Fair Trade Café 

lunchtimes to raise aware-
ness and funds.  

 

Year 11 
This is, of course, a crucial 

time for our Year 11 pupils.  

These young people are a 
very special year group 

with great potential and 
talent who add so much to 

the corporate life of St 

Michael’s.  Following their 
mock examinations and 

their reports, they now 
have a clear idea of their 

strengths and areas for im-
provement.  

 

There is no substitute for 
dedication and hard work 

and I do thank and encour-
age parents and carers to 

continue with their fantastic 

support by ensuring full 
attendance, that controlled 

assessments and home 
learning deadlines are met 

and that pupils attend the 

Message from the Headteacher 
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Mrs Heaton continues… 
 

can be very busy at the start and 
finish of school and I would like to 

ask for your support in ensuring all 
our pupils are able to access the 

school site safely.   

 
Due to the construction site, no 

vehicles should enter via the main 
drive unless they have prior per-

mission to do so.  Please may I 

also remind you that the school car 
park should not be used as a turn-

ing area for vehicles.  The pre-
ferred route for all vehicles is down 

Millfield Road and up Astley Road. 
 

Staff 

We are delighted to announce that 
Mrs Claire Dempster has given  

birth to a beautiful little girl, 

Olivia Alice, Mrs Jennifer 
O’Dwyer has an equally beauti-

ful second daughter, Orla 
Grace, Mr Jon Gladders has 

very recently become a father 

for the second time, also to a 
baby girl, and Mrs Amy Lee has 

a handsome boy, Jack James. 
The whole of school wishes 

them and their families well.   
 

In their absence, Miss Rachel 

Makinson and Mr Adam Henson 
are leading the PE Curriculum 

area and Mrs Gillian Schiel is 
leading Modern Foreign Lan-

guages.  

 
I greatly enjoyed meeting many 

of you at our Year 7 Consultation 

Evening.  The success of our pu-
pils is to a great extent depend-

ent on the strong relationships, 
mutual respect and trust devel-

oped between school, parents 

and carers.  Thank you for your 
support and for sending us such 

interesting and wonderful young 
people.   

 
I would like to remind you that if 

you wish to receive a hard copy 

of the Newsletter from our web-

site, please do not hesitate to 

contact school. 

J Heaton 

Mrs J Heaton 

BRILLIANT badminton players from 

St Michael’s have beaten off stiff 
competition from all round the dis-

trict becoming Lancashire champi-
ons. 

 

This half term our Under 14s girls’ team, 
comprising Katie Shingler, Holly Clark, 

Evie Barclay and Esther Worthington, 
represented the school in the competi-

tion at Blackpool’s Stanley Park. 
 

They played against nine other Lanca-

shire schools to take first place and will 
now represent the county at the region-

al competition. 
 

Acting Curriculum Leader for PE, Miss 

Makinson, said: ‘All four pupils are 
thrilled with their success and are look-

ing forward to the next round.  
 

‘As a school we are well known for our 
outstanding badminton performanc-

es and we have represented the county before, however, these girls did not have one loss throughout all 

games which is an outstanding achievement.   
 

‘I am extremely pleased with their achievements and wish them the best of luck in the regionals.’ 

Badminton brilliance 

MORE than 60 talented Mathematicians 

pitted their wits and skills against a col-
lection of complex conundrums as part 

of this half term’s Intermediate Maths 
Challenge. 

Pupils from Years 9 – 11 took part in the contest and the results and winners will be announced in March. 

Pupils in Years 7 and 8 will also soon have the opportunity to take part as the Junior Maths Challenge will 
take place in late April. 

 
The competition is organised by Leeds University and led in school by Maths teacher, Mr Neville. 

Maths Challenge 
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Measure for Measure at the Globe Theatre in South-

wark. 

The following day pupils will depart for Stratford visiting 

a number of Shakespeare linked sites and pupils will be 

allowed time for shopping with their friends. 

Pupils will arrive back in school at approximately 19.30 

on Monday 6 July. 

Pupils who are interested have attended meetings and 

should have the relevant letters. 

LITERATURE lovers 

have been signing 

up for a Shake-

speare Experience.  

Pupils in Year 9 

were encouraged 

to take part in the 

trip which will see 

students visiting 

both London and 

the home of 

Shakespeare, 

Stratford upon 

Avon. 

The party will leave St Michael’s on Sunday 5 July 

arriving early at a 4 star hotel in Watford in the af-

ternoon. 

Pupils will then leave for London, spending time on 

the South Bank, before enjoying a performance of 

Creative writers 
EXPRESSING your thoughts through writing! The 

members of the Creative Writing Club are keen to 
invite all like-minded people along to their Thursday 

evening meeting. 
 

Club member, Year 10 pupil Arden Howkins, writes: 

‘Creative Writing Club meets in the library every 
Thursday after school until 4.30pm. It is run by 

Miss Farish and all years are welcome to attend. 
 

‘We enter many competitions for short stories, po-
ems and other forms of creative writing. When we 

are not entering competitions we are taking part in 

other activities within the club, for example, in the 
past we have organised a ‘Make your own island’ 

competition in which we had to think of different 
aspects of our island, such as food, landmarks and 

traditions.  

 
‘We invited all teachers to attend and they voted on 

their favourite island. 
 

‘Creative Writing Club is all about expressing your-
self through your writing, whether you’re a poet, an 

author or a songwriter. Everyone can take part and 

enjoy it, even if you’re not a writer. We use iPods 
to create iMovies and Christmas stories.  

 
‘Anyone can come to have fun!’ 

Shakespeare experience 

 
 

Auschwitz 
Emma Dixon and Lauren Naughton share their poem 

they wrote together inspired by their visit to Auschwitz 
with school last October. They read this poem to all 

pupils in school in worship during Holocaust Week. 
 

A myriad of footsteps pound into the ground, 
Leaving behind imprints that blur with 
A sea of stripes, as the tears of the sky 
Shoot towards us like the bullets of the guns that keep 
us from running. 
 
We ascend the dipped steps of the perfectly arranged 
barracks. 
The dark bricks witness to our desperation. 
Wooden floorboards creak as we walk past a series of 
monotonic bunks. 
Our number far greater than the available space. 
 
A dense haze of smoke is visible above the grass bar-
row. 
It makes me think of the trains that deposited us on 
the platform, 
Before being split into ranks 
And marched through the gates that read: 

‘Arbeit macht frei.’ 



P A G E  4  

S A I N T  M I C H A E L ’ S  N E W S  

CREATIVE Year 9 geographers have been  making some magnificent 

models of erupting volcanoes.  

These are part of the Restless Earth unit of Geography. 

They were encouraged to use a variety of materials and came up 

with some very colourful creations! 

Geography staff praised their efforts! 

Creative volcanoes 

A colourful variety of models made from some unique materials. 

Update your data! 

Edible volcanoes looking rather 

yummy!. 

IT IS VITAL that school is kept up to date with any changes of 

address or telephone numbers! 
 

Parents and carers are reminded of the importance of bringing in 
updated details to tutors, should situations change. 

 

If your child is taken ill in school or if there is an emergency we 
need to be able to make contact!                                                                                                                      

                                                             Thank you    



P A G E  5  

S A I N T  M I C H A E L ’ S  N E W S  

‘This may be the start of a life-long love of the 

past!’ 
 

Parents and friends are invited by the Chorley 
Branch of the Lancashire Family History and Her-

aldry Society to research their families further at 
their premises near to Astley Hall, alongside the 

Coach House and Café. 

PARENTS, staff and friends of St Michael’s all gath-
ered to glean information about their family history. 

 

This popular event was the second of its kind or-
ganised by History teacher Mr Cree, where people 

were encouraged to come and research their per-
sonal past. 

 
And more than 20 came to see how their ancestors  

lived and their involvement in the World Wars. 

 
It was organised as part of St Michael’s on-going 

commitment to provide opportunities for engaging 
with the past. 

The Lancashire Family History and Heraldry Society 

also offered their time and expertise. 

 
The workshop explored the impact of the First 

World War on families or communities using Census 
returns, Service Records, Trade Directories and the 

registers for births, marriages and deaths. 
 

Mr Cree said: ‘This second event was a great suc-

cess. 
 

‘We would be happy to organise further opportuni-
ties to research personal histories. 

Family history revealed 

GCSE entries 
GCSEs are looming ever closer ... and parents and 

carers are advised to be on the look-out for the GCSE Entry Statements coming their way! 
 

These will be sent home with pupils after the February half term break along with a note explaining what 
parents need to check and what pupils need to check before returning the signed statements. 

 

There are often many codes for each exam and it can be confusing. If extra guidance is needed please 
contact Mrs Goldsmith, the Examinations Officer, on the school number 01257 264640 and she will be 

happy to assist you. 
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Dr Rosser visits Cern 

‘I was privileged enough to be selected as ‘The STEM teacher’ of the year at the House of Lords in Novem-
ber 2014. The prize was a 2 day visit to CERN funded by the Science and Technology Facilities Council 

(STFC). The whole trip and the CERN based events were organised by Steph Hills from the STFC – who was 
a fantastic host for 2 days.  

 

‘CERN (European Organisation for Nuclear Research) is where scientists study the building blocks of matter 
and the forces that hold them together. It allows scientists from 100 countries to extend the frontiers of 

technology and engineering. In 2014 it celebrated 60 years of Science for peace. 
 

‘The Large Hadron Collider (LHC) is the world’s most powerful particle accelerator. It accelerates beams of 
particles and smashes them into each other, or other targets, to create high energy conditions similar to 

those in the first instants of the Universe. It has a 27km circumference, is situated approximately 100m un-

der France and Switzerland. The cryogenic system creates the largest / coldest refrigerator on Earth at -
271.3◦C. 

 
‘This is a photograph of the CMS (Compact 

Muon Solenoid) detector –it is 21 metres 

long, 15 metres wide and 15 metres high.  

‘The particles travel in two pipes in oppo-
site directions at nearly the speed of light, 

and are brought together in numerous de-
tectors around the 27km. 

 

‘The AMS (Alpha Magnetic Spectrometer) 
looks for dark matter, antimatter and missing matter from a module on the International Space Station 

(ISS). We visited the control centre and observed an astronaut live in the ISS and its location. 
 

‘The LHCb (Large Hadron Collider Beauty) was located 105m under-

ground and is looking for antimatter in the Universe. It is discovering 
the difference between matter and antimatter by examining the 

‘beauty quark’ particle. We were lucky to be shown around by Stefanie 
Reichert from Manchester University, who is one of the scientists work-

ing on the LHCb. 

 
‘DELPHI was a detector previously used and dismantled in 2000 - It 

detected short lived particles.  
 

‘This once in a lifetime trip was an 
amazing experience, which was excit-

ing and inspiring. The people we met were all friendly, enthusiastic and 

keen to explain what they did.  
 

‘CERN not only is a centre of excellence for particle physics, but engineering 
and computer science – it is where Tim Berners-Lee invented the World 

Wide Web in 1989.’ 

STAR Science teacher Dr Zoe Rosser scooped the coveted ‘Most Dedicated 

Teacher Award’ at the House of Lords in London last half term after being nom-
inated by colleagues and associates as an inspiring STEM, (Science, Technolo-

gy, Engineering and Mathematics,) teacher. 
 

This term she has jetted off to Switzerland to see the Hadron Collider, the world’s most powerful particle 

accelerator, which was her prize for winning such a prestigious award. 
 

Dr Rosser has written about her exciting visit: 
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Amazing artwork 

St Michael’s newsletter needs YOU!   

IF YOU are a swashbuckling fencer, a superfast swimmer or a relentless runner you might have a story to 

entertain and capture the interest of other pupils at St Michael’s. 

Do not hide your light under a bushel! Come and tell Miss Sephton about your achievements, challenges 

and interests and maybe motivate others to get active. 

Winning words! 

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

THE AMAZING talent and creativity of our pupils is now being celebrated with the launch of the Art Depart-

ment’s ‘Artwork of the Month.’ 
The first winner of this new accolade, Year 10’s Thomas Browne, has produced this beautiful piece of art-

work based on Gustav Klimt. 
Year 10 have been analysing the work of Klimt and producing their own interpretation as part of their 

sketchbook studies. 

Curriculum Leader for Technology, Mrs Cardwell, said: ‘This was a very creative interpretation of the artist’s 
work. Well done Thomas! 

‘We look forward to selecting the next young artist in our Artwork of the Month celebration, whether it is 
final pieces or sketchbook work.’ 

TWO TALENTED linguists have soared to success in a local lan-

guages writing competition. 
 

Thirty pupils in Year 10 entered the contest organised by Runshaw 
College for all young linguists in the region with, Emma Dixon and 

Anna Lackey emerging victorious. 

 
They had to write an essay on the topic of ‘My Best Holiday’ and 

pupils were all keen to take part, writing their essays in German. 
 

Languages teacher, Miss Sephton, said: ‘We have some really talented linguists in 
Year 10 and they have written some excellent reports about their holidays including 

some very high level grammar. 

 

INTERESTED in languages? Feel a flair for film? Well the new 

German and French Film Clubs could be for you! 
 

Mrs Tansey has started the new social club in L3 at lunchtime; Monday for French films, Wednesday and 
Friday for German films and so far pupils have enjoyed authentic German films and the German version 

of the Hobbit. 
 

Everyone in any year is welcome to come along. You can sit and improve your listening skills or just read 

the subtitles and absorb language that way! 

Fab new film club! 

Thomas Browne’s artwork—an interpretation of Gustav Klimt. 
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Gangster greatness! 
FAT SAM’s speakeasy was a

-rockin’ and the gangster guns a-splurging in a daz-
zling, toe-tapping triumph of a ‘Team St Michael’s’ 

school production this term. 
 

A cast of over a hundred energetic entertainers cre-

ated the excitement of New York in the 1930s in the 
production of Bugsy Malone, the well-known musi-

cal by Alan Parker for young performers. 
 

Dancers, singers, actors and musicians, in combina-
tion with the backstage crew, artists and helpers 

have all worked tirelessly over the past months to 

bring together this extremely professional produc-
tion. 

 
A sell-out audience enjoyed the on-stage action, 

which saw many a man meet their maker, by the  

power of the deadly splurge gun! 
 

The enjoyment of the cast was tangible as the story came to life; the tale of the war raging between two 
rival gangsters, Fat Sam and Dandy Dan, set to a backdrop of showgirls, hoodlums and dreamers. 

 
Kate Ramsay and Ella Finnigan took the two female 

leads of Blousey Brown and Tallulah, with Owen 

Leigh taking the role of Bugsy, Joshua Wilkinson 
performing as Dandy Dan and Austen Woodward as 

Fat Sam. 
 

Director, Miss Forrest, said: ‘I am so proud to be 

working amongst such talented and dedicated 
young people who have absolutely done themselves 

proud with their performances every night. 
 

‘The rehearsals have often been long and tiring but 

it is always so worth it when it all comes together!’ 
 

Producer, Mrs Cunningham, added: ‘This is a show 
about chasing dreams and never giving up hope. 

 
‘The enormity of the challenge we faced earlier in the year has been met and all involved will be better peo-

ple for having shared the experience.’ 

 
Huge congratulations 

to all involved, pu-
pils, cast, crew and 

all the staff who 

have given their all 
to bringing such a 

fantastic show to-
gether. 

 
See the next page 

for interviews 
with the cast! 

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

An emotional moment between Blousey and Bugsy. 

Shot down by the deadly splurge gun! 
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Kate Ramsay 
plays the part of 

Blousey Brown. 
 

Kate says: ‘Blousey 

is very stubborn 
and protective. I 

can actually relate to her! I was really excited 
and happy to be chosen for the part. The re-

hearsals have been a lot of work but also a lot 
of fun.’ 

 

Kate, who is a member of Hughes Chapel Choir 
Tutorial is currently working towards her Grade 

8 singing exam. She is also a member of the 
Drama Council. 

Owen Leigh, in Year 11, has the starring role 

of Bugsy in the production.  
 

Owen says: ‘I was really pleased when I got the 
part. It’s good to be on stage so much and the 

practices never get boring. 

‘Bugsy is a really chilled out guy,’ he explains.  
‘He is a really steady character. I can definitely 

relate to him as 
he’s not so far 

away from my 
character.’ 

 

Owen takes Drama 
GCSE and says the 

role and perform-
ing has definitely 

helped him with his 

studies. 

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

Year 11 pupil Ella Finnigan plays the part of Tallulah. 

 
Ella says: ‘Tallulah is married to Fat Sam and likes to 

stir up trouble. She has a thing for Bugsy and tries to 
cause problems between him and Blousey. 

 

‘It’s been fun playing her but I’m not like Tallulah at 
all!’ she laughs. 

 
Ella sings with Hughes Tutorial and says she was de-

lighted to be a part of the show. 
 

‘The practices have been hard work but I’ve enjoyed 

everything about them.’ 

Fat Sam is played by Austen Woodward. 

 
‘I was so excited to play him,’ says Year 11 pupil Aus-

ten. ‘I was quite surprised when I heard I had got the 
part because I didn’t think I’d get it.’ 

 

Austen is not a member of the choirs, nor did he take 
Drama GCSE, but he has been involved in productions 

at his primary school. 
 

‘I do think I will continue with acting now,’ he says. ‘I 
have very much enjoyed the rehearsals, apart from the 

fact that I have to shout a lot. I don’t really like shout-

ing at people!’ 
 

Dandy Dan is 

played by Year 10 
pupil Joshua Wil-

kinson. 
 

He explains: 

‘Dandy Dan is very 
calm and he doesn’t take anything from anyone! 

 
‘He just gives orders to his gang but is never at any of the killings. 

 
‘I’m not a bit like him!’ says Josh. ‘He’s straight to the point and is just one person. I have five personali-

ties in real life and I’m all over the place!’ 

 
Josh is studying GCSE Drama and says he was very happy he got the part, but he does not think he will 

pursue a career on the stage. 
 

‘I want to be a football referee,’ says Josh. ‘Or I want to coach young footballers.’ 
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Splurged! 
FOUR fabulously sporting staff were both 

foaming and fuming when they were voted 
to be ‘splurged!’ 

 
Pupils selected Maths teacher Mr Chadwick, 

History teacher Mr Kirkpatrick, Maths teach-

er Mr Neville and Science teacher Mr All-
cock to have the infamous ‘splurge’ guns 

pointed their way as part of school’s project 
to raise money to support African teenager 

Emmanuel. 
 

The teachers had a starring moment at the 

start of the school production of Bugsy 
Malone and received the custard pie and 

foam mixture in the face on consecutive 
nights of the show playing the character 

‘Flash Frankie.’ 

 
Pupils raised £40 from the voting which will 

now be sent along with other funds raised 
to Africa. 

 
St Michael’s pupils have been supporting 

Emmanuel, who lives in Northern Uganda, 

for five years sending him money to provide 
travel to school, uniform and equipment 

and to allow his mother to visit him twice a 
year. 

Festive France 
FABULOUS festive fun in France was had by all when Year 

11s enjoyed an end of term treat on the continent. 
 

Almost 50 pupils went on the popular school holiday which 
saw them take in the Christmas markets of Amiens and 

Ypres, visit the Menin Gate and Tyne Cot War Memorial. 

 
They had the chance to sample the local cuisine, test out 

their French and buy their Christmas knick-knacks before 
visiting the French capital. 

 
A boat ride down the Seine and a trip to the top of the Eiffel 

Tower was also part of the whistle-stop extended weekend. 

 
Organiser Mrs Lu-

cas, said: ‘As usual 
all the pupils were 

very well behaved 

and it was a pleas-
ure to be among 

them.’ 
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Chocolate heaven! 
YOUNG chocolatiers 

have been creating new concoctions in Learning to 
Learn lessons this half term. 

 
The Year 7 pupils have had the opportunity to de-

sign a new sweet or chocolate and then worked in 

teams to make an advert and jingle to advertise 
their product. 

 
They all enjoyed tasting the different flavours before 

choosing the best one! 

Amazing athletes 

Young chocolatiers share their new creations. 

AMAZING athletes have won first place 

in a competition against the other 
Chorley schools. 

 
All four of the Year 7 and 8 indoor ath-

letics teams will now go on to repre-

sent the district in the next leg of the 
competition in Hyndburn. 

 
Acting Curriculum Leader for Girls’ PE, 

Miss Makinson, said: ‘Performances 
were of a very high level and some 

fantastic achievements and records 

were set by all. 
 

‘Historically we have a good record at 
the county competitions and have pre-

viously gone on to represent Lanca-

shire at the regional finals. 
 

‘I would like to thank all pupils for their 
commitment and hard work at practices and also the parents for their fantastic support.’ 

Yhe successful young athlletes 
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STAFF provided a festive surprise for pupils at school when 
they put on the very first ‘St Michael’s Staff Nativity.’ 

 

Miss Tremlett and Mrs O’Dwyer played the role of Mary, with 
Mr Demet playing Joseph in the two school Christmas ser-

vices. 
Christian Youth Worker Dan Bishop explained the significance 

of each character in the birth of Christ as teachers created a 
tableau on the stage.  

 

Also involved were Mr Ready, Mr Chadwick and Mr Neville as 
shepherds, Mr Jenkinson, Mrs Berry and Mrs Heaton as the 

kings, Mr Cree as the star, Mr Gow as Gabriel and Mrs Fergu-
son, Mrs Brotherton, Miss Sephton, Mrs Haworth and Mrs 

McDermott as angels. 

Christmas nativity 
 

Festive jumpers 

Education Sunday 
 

ST MICHAEL’S worship band were among 
those involved in the Education Sunday ser-

vice which took place at St George’s Church 
this half term. 

 

They accompanied the hymns, as well as 
performing as the congregation arrived at 

the service in January. 
 

Many local dignitaries, mayors and mayor-
esses from the Blackburn Diocese attended 

St George’s, as well as other pupils from 

schools in the region who also took part. 
 

Staff performing in the end of year nativity. 

CHRISTMAS knitwear was the attire of the day for our Year 11 

pupils at the end of last term when they were allowed to swap 
their jumpers for festive themed tops. 

 
This was not only as a special reward for all their hard work but 

also to help raise money for Emmanuel.  

Staff and their tutorials in their festive knitwear 
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Dancing Queens 
 

 

 

 

The helicopter arriving in Rivington 

TWO talented teenage dancers have been lucky enough 

to be selected to perform with the Regional Youth Ballet. 
 

Year 10 pupils Catriona Lucas and Year 9 pupil Alexan-
drea Hastewell were chosen from their dance schools to  

appear in a performance of Les Sylphides, a ballet set to 

the music of Chopin. 
 

The pupils practised intensively in Preston before danc-
ing on the stage at the Charter Theatre. 

 
Catriona, who has been dancing since she was 4 years 

old, said: ‘I was very pleased to be selected.  

 
‘I enjoyed all the rehearsals and meeting new people. It 

was really rewarding when we performed and all our 
hard work paid off.’ 

 

Catriona added: ‘It’s given me the confidence to start 
auditioning for more things. 

 
‘I really want to dance in the future.’ 

Alexandrea Hastewell in Year 9 has been 

dancing since she was three years old. 
 

She dances at the Sylvia Goff Centre in 
Leyland and not only takes ballet, but also 

tap, modern and lyrical dance. 

 
She was selected to perform with the 

company in the production when the or-
ganisers came to her ballet lesson. 

 
‘The experience was really new and really 

good,’ she says about the performance. 

 
Alexandrea is thinking of taking Dance 

GCSE next year and is considering being a 
dancer in the future. 

PARENTS and carers are reminded that they should only look at our official school website to 
find information about holiday dates. 

 
This is at: www.saint-michaels.com 

 
You can find the dates on the Calendar … Term Dates link. 

Check your dates are correct! 
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A MULTITUDE of St Michael’s band members have been ‘getting down with Disney’ after they were in-
vited to perform in the Paris parade! 

 

Year 11 pupils Tabitha Alston and Chloe Ashworth were amongst the musicians who went on the tour 
to Paris with the St Peter’s Church Brigade. 

 
‘All the Disney princesses were walking with us,’ says Tabitha. ‘It was so exciting. I felt like a child 

again.’ 
 

‘I was buzzing,’ adds Chloe. ‘I felt like crying 

when we set off!’ 
 

The girls were just some of many St Michael’s 
pupils involved in the Brigade who were lucky 

enough to be invited to perform as part of the 

Disney Performing Arts On-Stage programme, 
where amateur groups can apply to lead the 

parade and showcase their talents on a Disney 
stage. 

 
Tabitha and Chloe play the glockenspiel in the 

band, with another Year 11 pupil, Niamh Scurr, 

playing the tenor horn. 
 

‘I felt quite proud performing,’ said Niamh. ‘I    
had a really good time.’ 

 

‘It was a life changing moment,’ adds Year 11 cornet player, Will Shaw. 
 

More St Michael’s band members, Ellie Whittle, 
Sophie Rae, Jack Gregory, William Cartwright 

and Caitlin Newsham also joined their Band in 

Paris. 
 

And another Year 11 pupil, Beth McDonald, 
performed with her dancing school, Jay-Em, at 

the head of the parade, in summer. 
 

‘It’s a great feeling performing in the Disney 

parade,’ she says. ‘It felt top notch!’ 

Parent and former St Michael’s pupil, Andrea Walsh, who accompanied the trip to Paris, said of the 
Band performers: ‘They were all fabulous well behaved and they know what it is like to work as a 

team. 
 

‘It was a pleasure to have been with them all.’ 

Performing in Paris 

The Band at the Eiffel Tower 

Heading the Disney parade ... marching down 

Main Street 

For updates and reminders or 
just to keep in touch... 

  
Why not follow us  

@SaintMichaelsCE    
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E-Safety issues! 
SAFER Internet Day is Tuesday 10 February 2015 so the week commencing 

Monday 9 February will be Safer Internet Week at school.  
 

Our second ESafety Evening for parents will be held in March, date to be confirmed.  At this evening 
we offer guidance to parents about the safe use of social media and smartphone technology.  

 

Parents and carers can view information regarding E-Safety at http://moodle.saint-
michaels.lancs.sch.uk/course/view.php?id=4576  and on the school website as http://www.saint-

michaels.com/e-safety . 

If you or your child 

are worried or upset 
about something 

which has happened 
on the internet there 

is help out there.  For 

more information and 
advice, please follow 

some of the links 

Ensure they have secure passwords that 
they keep to themselves. It has been 

overheard that some students just have a 

space for their password. 

Check your child’s security settings 
on social networking sites. Are they 

set to Friends only, or Private? 

Advise them not to open 

emails unless it is from some-
one they know, as they might 

contain viruses, nasty mes-
sages or unwanted pictures. 

FOCUS on the future … this is the message being given out to pupils in Year 10 this term as they con-

tinue with their careers education. 
 

During this term our youngsters have enjoyed talks within their Careers lessons about post-16 options, 
including sampling A-level taster lessons in Law, Psychology and RE.  

 

This was part of the schools statutory programme to deliver impartial information, advice and guid-
ance as part of the Careers curriculum and it was organised in partnership with Runshaw College and 

Cardinal Newman College. The sessions were hosted by college staff and Mrs Ferguson. The school 
organised the events in order to engage young people with the different pathways open to them after 

leaving school.  
 

These sessions formed part of a wider programme within Careers where pupils have looked at voca-

tional routes as well as Careers in the modern world and how to make decisions using accurate, rele-
vant information.  

 
In Law they looked at the impact of the Charlie Hebdo killings on anti-terrorism laws, whilst in Psychol-

ogy they studied the topic of ‘Obedience’ with a specific focus on Second World War Germany and the 

soldiers who carried out the atrocities in the concentration camps.  
 

In RE pupils were asked to think philosophically about the nature of God and why such an omnipotent, 
omniscient, benevolent God allows evil and suffering? Pupils analysed the issue of Ebola in West Afri-

ca, as well as the recent case of Jeremy the koala whose paws had been burnt in a forest fire whilst 
clinging onto a tree for life.  

 

The next series of lessons include help with writing a CV and a Personal Statement – giving pupils the 
skills to sparkle at interview! 

 
Curriculum Leader for Living Education and Careers, Mrs Ferguson, said: ‘The sessions provided an 

excellent basis for our pupils to explore pathways open to them after they leave St Michael’s. 

 
‘These lessons have proven invaluable in teaching our pupils about all the options so that they can 

make good choices when they apply for colleges and training in Year 11!’ 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk 

http://ceop.police.uk/safetycentre/  
http://www.internetmatters.org/ 

http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/ 
http://www.childnet.com/  Careers! 

http://moodle.saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk/course/view.php?id=4576
http://moodle.saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk/course/view.php?id=4576
http://www.saint-michaels.com/e-safety
http://www.saint-michaels.com/e-safety
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://ceop.police.uk/safetycentre/
http://www.internetmatters.org/
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
http://www.childnet.com/


P A G E  1 6  

S A I N T  M I C H A E L ’ S  N E W S  

Their task was to prepare 
and cook a main course 

and dessert for two people 

for under seven pounds. 
 

The competition is aimed at 
12-16 year olds and in-

spires youngsters to learn 
about food, cooking, budget-

ing and presentation. 

 
Food Technology teacher, Mrs 

Faulkner, said: ‘Although our 
school was not chosen to go 

through to the regional heats 

we are very proud of their 
efforts and their tasty results!’ 

 

CONCOCTING a budget meal was 
the challenge for our pupils when 

they entered a local cooking 

competition. 
 

Last term Robert Jones and Tom 
Briggs from Year 9 were the two 

talented chefs who won a place 
in the Springboard FutureChef 

local heat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Future chefs 

  JOIN our 200 club! 
 
St Michael’s 200 Club is a school based lottery for all parents, 
carers and friends to join where the pupils also feel the win-

ning benefits! 
 

Money is collected annually and it is £12 for the year. Half of the money raised is issued as prizes and half 
is then allocated to different departments in school as extra funding.  

 

It is possible to join mid year but payment needs adjusting. Winners are given cheques via their son/
daughter and it is published on Moodle and the school website. 

THE generous donation of a 3D print-

er has been put to good use in Design 
Technology lessons this half term. 

 

School was rewarded with the new 

printer before Christmas after a team of six Product Design GCSE students entered a local competition, 

winning second place and impressing the judges from 
the Ultimaker 3D printing competition. 

 
The printer is now being used by upper school pupils 

studying both Product Design and Graphic Products. 
 

Technology teacher, Mr Donnelly, said: ‘To use this pu-

pils have to learn how to use Google Sketch and this is 
something we are looking at fazing into the Year 10 Cur-

riculum.’ 

3d Design 

Tom and Robert’s delicious 

creations 

Future chefs hard at work 

The Product Design team with their printer 
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The club has also had a visit from 
two Lancashire Crime Scene In-

vestigators who gave a very en-

A PROJECT to build a land yacht is 
the challenge being tackled by 

young STEM Clubbers this half 

term. 
 

The Science and Technology enthu-
siasts from various year groups 

meet together on a Wednesday 
evening and have started their new 

initiative by building small wooden 

models of yachts. 

tertaining and informative 
presentation. 

 

This was useful for those pupils 
working towards their Bronze 

Crest Award which is based on 
forensic detection of a crime 

scene. 

STEM Club 

Medical matters 
PLEASE can we remind you of the systems we have in place for dealing with 

pupil illness and injury. We want to encourage as many pupils as possible to 
remain in school where they have minor medical issues. 

 
Accidents and injury 

If your child sustains an injury overnight or at weekends which requires addi-

tional support within school (for example, a fracture or they are on crutches,) 
then we would ask you to bring them to reception in the morning. A member of the office team will liaise 

with you and we can ensure that the information is then passed to the relevant members of staff. If your 
child is on crutches they will not be allowed to access upper floors and will work downstairs in our flexible 

learning centre. 
 

Medication 

If you child is unwell and taking medication, eg antibiotics, where they need to 
take regular medication either short term or long term, then we will need you to 

complete a form giving all details. The dispensing of medicine is a good will ges-
ture on behalf of school and to ensure that it is carried out correctly it is essential 

that we have written confirmation of the prescribed medication. All medicines pre-

scribed by a doctor should be labelled with the dispensing sticker clearly showing 
the pupil’s name and dosage. 

 
If your child requires occasional medicine, eg for stomach upset or migraine, and you would like to send in 

over the counter medication such as paracetamol, please can you complete the form giving details. You will 
need to ensure that medication is sent to school in its original packaging complete with advice leaflet inside 

and note down when the medicine should be issued to your child. It is the respon-

sibility of your child to come to the office to request their medication. 
 

Asthma 
If your child suffers from asthma and requires an inhaler they must carry their 

personal inhaler with them at all times. We are now permitted to hold an emer-

gency inhaler for those pupils who experience problems but who may have forgot-
ten their inhaler that day. If you could like us to offer this provision to your child 

you will need to complete the consent form available from the school office. 
 

Responsibility reminders 

Please keep us informed regularly of any changes to your child’s health of medical 
needs. If you change your mobile of other contacts please can you inform us as 

soon as possible. 
 

If your child has a long term condition or a health care plan it is the responsibility 
of parents / carers to make contact on an annual basis to reviews the child’s 

health care plan. Please contact the school office for assistance. 
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‘Furthermore, for 
the first week we 

each had a timeta-

ble consisting of a 
slot for each de-

partment so that 
we could experi-

ence every aspect 
of work.  

 

‘At first I thought 
the jobs would be 

tedious but with 
guidance from staff 

they were simple and 

always interesting.  
 

‘The main attraction is 
the excitement of ex-

periencing something 
new as well as being 

treated as an adult, 

which didn’t only make 
me work harder but 

gave me ambition to 
stay resilient through-

out my exams.  

 
‘Departments such as customer 

service helped me improve my 
social skills as well as interacting 

with the community.  

 
‘Although departments such as 

shelf stacking are strenuous I al-
ways enjoy assisting people in the 

store as it makes it more interest-
ing. 

 

‘Once we had completed the 
first week of the course, we 

had the opportunity to 
choose the departments we 

want to work on for the sec-

ond week.  
 

‘The second week was thor-
oughly enjoyable as we could 

‘I was one of the lucky partici-
pants who got a place and I am 

thrilled as a result.  

 
‘The application and interview 

stages were extremely helpful and 
enjoyable and gave me inspiration 

before even starting the course.  
 

‘As I had no previous work experi-

ence, I was lucky to gain a place 
in one of the few placements in-

volved with school. 
 

‘The first week of the course con-

sists of an introduction to the 
company as well as information 

about the rules and regulations 

involved. I met all staff and felt 
welcome as one of their own.  

 
‘The sense of community in the 

store made the experience enjoy-
able and inspiring for future work. 

 

prove our skills and have freedom 

which is important because it re-
lates to work later in life.’ 

 
Year 11 pupil Melissa Ingram has 

also just completed a work experi-
ence placement at the store over 

the Christmas period. 

 
She took part in the Booths Project 

last year. 
 

Tom Rigby, Admin Manager at 

Booths, Chorley, said: ‘Melissa 
worked on the Licensed depart-

ment throughout the period, and 
worked well, where she was a 

trusty, reliable and hardworking 

employee.   
 

‘This is proof that the Work Inspi-
ration project between Booths and 

St Michael’s is proving to be very 

The Booths experience 
MORE successful Year 10 pupils have been lucky enough to take part in work experi-

ence placements at Booths in Chorley. 
 

As a result of completing an application and interview, the pupils selected for this term were Claudia 
Lane, James Nevitt, Anna Billingsley and Harrison Rawlinson. 

 

Claudia Lane has written the following report about her time at the store: 

Saint Michael’s News 

Saint Michael's CE High School,  

Astley Road,  

Chorley,  

Lancashire  

PR7 1RS 


