
parents and carers that the 

length must be within three 

inches of the knee. A new 

skirt will be introduced for all 

new Year 7 girls from Sep-

tember 2019. This new style 

skirt will also become availa-

ble to other year groups. By 

September 2020 it is ex-

pected that all girls’ skirts for 

all year groups will be of this 

new style. From September 

2020 boys’ trousers will also 

be required to be ‘St 

Michael’s trousers’. Details of 

these amendments to uni-

form will be provided to par-

ents in due course. This in-

formation is being shared 

with you at this stage, simply 

to make you aware of these 

planned long term changes. 

Please will you also support 

school in ensuring that your 

son or daughter is wearing a 

clip on tie which is kept free 

from graffiti/ pen and that 

hair cuts are in line with our 

appearance expectations: 

Hair should be of a naturally 

occurring shade, no shaven 

heads (no shorter than a 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

As the Lent term draws to a 

close and we prepare for 
Easter it is good to reflect 

on events that have taken 
place this term. Extra Cur-

ricular involvement is inval-
uable for our pupils and 

helps to enrich the whole 

learning experience at St 
Michael’s, promoting 
growth in body, mind and 

spirit. You can keep in 

touch with events in school 

via our website and Twitter 
feed. 

 
Year 11  

Examinations are looming 
at the moment as the main 

GCSE written examination 

period approaches. It was 
heartening to see so many 

pupils, parents and carers 
at Year 11 Revision Evening 

and thank you for all the 

support you are providing, 
working with and encourag-

ing your sons and daugh-
ters with their revision and 

preparation. It is, of course, 
crucial that they continue to 

work diligently, concentrat-

ing in class and focusing on 
their studies, but also im-

portant that they take care 
of both their physical and 

emotional wellbeing, includ-

ing some time for relaxation 
and hobbies. As the written 

examinations commence, 
we ask that all pupils refer 

to their revision pro-

gramme; a new copy of 
which will be provided after 

Easter, it will also be availa-
ble on Moodle and posted 

weekly in the buttery and 
dining room. 

 
Please let Mr Kirkpatrick 

know if you have any con-

cerns about your child in 
the remaining few weeks 

and we look forward to wel-
coming parents and carers 

of Year 11 to school on 
Thursday 23 May at 1.45pm 

for our leavers’ service.  

 
Student Leadership 

Thank you to Year 10 pupils 
who have been motivated 

to apply and subsequently 

interviewed, to represent 
the school in the role of 

prefect next year. We are 
currently in the midst of our 

selection process for the 
most senior leadership roles 

in school, with interviews 

taking place after the East-
er break. It is a great privi-

lege to be able to read so 
many wonderful letters of 

application expressing what 

St Michael’s means to so 
many of our young people. 

Year 7 pupils have also ap-
plied for the role of ‘Bridge 

Buddy’ to help aid the tran-

sition process between pri-
mary and secondary school 

for the Year 6 pupils who 
will be joining us in Sep-

tember.  
 

Uniform 

As you are aware school 

uniform is supplied by Jada 

of Eaves Lane, Chorley. 

Thank you to all parents 

and carers who support 

school in our drive for the 

highest standards of uni-

form amongst all our pupils. 

The length of some girls’ 

skirts is becoming a con-

cern again and I remind 

E A S T E R  2 0 1 9  I S S U E  1 6  

        HIGHLIGHTS 

 
p3 Magnificent  

     netballers 
  

p4 Science week 

 
p5 World Book Day 

 
p6 Geography  

      Department news 
 

p7 Encouraging 

      tolerance 
 

p8 Technology  
     tournament 

 

p9 Netball winners 
 

P10 Cricket stars 
 

p11 Ready to ski 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 



P A G E  2  

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

number 2 sides and back), no lines cut into 

the hair or extreme fashion styles. If you 

have any queries about any item of uniform 

please contact the appropriate Pupil Manager.    

Charitable Giving 

Thank you to all pupils for your continued support for others. Our non-uniform day this term has helped 
to support Comic Relief, raising over £1,300 for this charity. We have also relaunched our Fairtrade Café 

this half term and are delighted to have been awarded with the Bronze Fairtrade Award. Pupil and staff 

enthusiasm for World Book Day was infectious and we have been overwhelmed by support from parents, 
carers and friends sponsoring our Year 7s who have raised more than £2,000 for the Readathon! Thank 

you again for the wonderful support you give your sons and daughters, your incredible generosity and 
for your encouragement for their fund raising, so vital in enabling them to demonstrate Christian love in 

action and service to others. Many pupils are also supporting fund raising activities with their tutors and 
year groups as part of our Lent Appeal.  

 

Staff 
We are delighted to welcome Mrs Rackstraw back to school this week following her absence on materni-

ty leave. We thank Mrs Aldridge for her dedication and commitment  in providing cover for the past year 
and wish her continued success in the future. We also wish a fond farewell to Mrs Mason and thank her 

for her diligence and dedication to the English department. Mrs Beattie  has joined St Michael’s this term 

to provide maternity cover for Mrs Ferguson. We are also saying a sad goodbye to Mrs Julie Brunsden 
who has worked diligently as a much valued Teaching Assistant for almost 18 years. We wish her health 

and happiness in her retirement. Mr Sharp, the Finance and Operations Director, has moved on to pas-
tures new and we wish him every success in the future.  

 
Visitors 

St Michael’s were delighted to welcome over twenty five members of the clergy to school last week for a 

training event led by Blackburn Diocese. They joined Year 10 for a truly inspirational Worship led by Mr 
Gow, visited numerous lessons and toured school to reflect on our distinctive Christian ethos and charac-

ter education programme. The feedback from the visitors was that they felt uplifted and enthused by 
their experience.  

 

This week we have welcomed a visitor from the University of Central London who is assessing the school 
in our application to attain the recognition of Holocaust Quality Mark. It is hoped that we will have the 

written feedback in relation to this after the Easter break.   
 

As you are aware we close for Easter on Friday with our Easter services held for Year 11 in school; all 

other pupils will be attending St George’s Church in the afternoon. School reopens on Tuesday 23 April. 
We wish our pupils and colleagues who are travelling abroad on our ski trip and France visit ‘bon 

voyage’.  
 

May I wish you all a happy and blessed  
Easter. 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

Mrs J Jenks 

 Headteacher 

For updates and reminders or 
just to keep in touch... why 

not follow us: 
@SaintMichaelsCE    
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YEAR 11 dramatists had the op-

portunity to perform their exami-
nation pieces to an invited audi-

ence of parents and friends. 
 

The pupils were grateful for the opportunity to practise performing their exam-

ination pieces a week before their real GCSE performances, giving them prac-
tice before a live audience. 

 
Subject Leader for Drama, Miss Forrest, said: ‘Each of our pupils successfully performed one of the two 

extracts of their chosen play. They then collected feedback from each of their audience members so 
they knew how they could improve their work in the following week. 

  

‘Thank you to everyone who attended. We really appreciated your advice and support.’ 

Growing in spirit 

NINETY EIGHT goals was the amazing tally 

scored by our Year 9 ‘A’ team netballers which 
saw them emerge as worthy champions in the 

Chorley and District tournament. 
 

And our incredible ‘B’ team were the highest placed ‘B’ 

team, winning two matches, drawing one and losing 
three narrowly against other ‘A’ team groups. 

 
The ‘A’ team only conceded four goals in seven games 

at the competition which was held at Bishop Rawstorne 
High School. 

 

Curriculum Leader for PE, Mrs Dempster, said: ‘The 
girls played some magnificent netball. A wonderful 

achievement by a fantastically committed group of 
girls. Well done!’ 

Ladies of Triple Science 

THE GIRLS from Triple Science classes have 

been to Bolton School this half term for a mo-
tivational talk about women in science. 

 
Mrs Darby, Mrs Roe and Mrs Hall took the girls for a lecture 

called ‘Too sensitive for Science?’ by Dr Emily Grossman.  

 
Dr Grossman talked about her several careers in the science 

industry and the struggles and setbacks she has faced as a 
women and how important women are in science. 

 

Mrs Hall said: ‘The girls were very inspired 
and motivated by her talk and I feel got a 

lot from it.’ 

Growing in mind and spirit 
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YEAR 8 pupils 

have been 
learning about 

Islam and had 
the opportunity 

to visit a 

Mosque in 
Blackburn.   

 
Subject Leader 

for RE, Mrs Pal-
frey, said: ‘Many 

fantastic ques-

tions were asked 
and discussed!’ 

BRITISH Science Week ran 

from Monday 11 to Friday 
15 of March. To celebrate 

this the Science Depart-
ment organised a range of 

exciting activities during lessons and also at lunch 

time for the pupils to take part in. 
  

Each tutorial entered a science themed quiz with the winner of each year 
group earning a prize. 

  
Each class in Years 7 and 8 looked 

into technological inventions of the 

past and created their very 
own time capsule which 

showcased the most relevant 
technologies of the present 

day. 

  
Science Club ran every lunch 

time with an exciting science 
practical each day. These 

ranged from flame tests to 
fruit batteries and finished 

with our Grand Finale of me-

thane bubbles!  
  

Both the pupils and staff had 
a great time celebrating and 

cannot wait for next year!  

Growing in mind 

Parents are welcome to browse the school's Moodle at http://
moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk 
 
Click on Parent Zone > Log in as Guest User > Agree Site Policy > and 

there you are!  Parents do not need a username for the public areas of Moodle. 
 
The areas accessible to parents include weekly prayers, worship, weekly listings of clubs, revision ad-
vice, technical support and occasional questionnaires to give feedback on events. 
 
Pupils can visit Moodle Club in H7 on any day of the week at lunchtime throughout the year for advice, 
support in accessing home learning, and the resolution of password concerns. 

Do direct any enquiries about moodle to moodle@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk     

http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
http://moodle.saint-michaels.lanc.sch.uk/
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YEAR 8 netballers fought hard at the Chor-

ley and District Netball competition against 
some strong opposition but were victorious 

in retaining the title they won last year.  
 

Curriculum Leader for PE, Mrs Dempster, said: ‘The girls have trained hard and played matches in all 

weather conditions to gain experience for the tourna-
ment.  

 
‘The entire squad were magnificent and played some 

wonderful netball that was simply beautiful to watch.  
 

‘The girls managed to beat all competitors in their 

games remaining unbeaten throughout.  
 

‘A wonderful achievement for a lovely group of girls. 
Well done Year 8 Netballers, Chorley and District 

Champions.’ 

Growing in body and spirit 

YEAR 7 pupils 

entered into the 
spirit of World 

Book Day with 
gusto this year dressing up and taking part in the Reada-

thon. £2,472.34 has been pledged by sponsors for this 

year’s Readathon, an incredible achievement by our avid 
Year 7 readers; 

the most EVER! 

The money raised goes towards 
providing books for children in 

hospital. 
Since 1995 our pupils have 

raised £27,842 for this charity! 

IT is with great sadness 

that we are saying a fond 
farewell to Mrs Julie Bruns-

den who is retiring at East-
er. 

Mrs Brunsden has been a teaching assistant at St Michael’s for nearly 18 years and has provided invalua-

ble help and assistance, particularly within mathematics, to hundreds of our pupils. 
 

‘I will certainly miss the children’ she said. ‘You build up such good relationships with the children over 
the years and you really get to know them. 

 
‘Also the staff here .. I will miss the laughs and especially their kind thoughts!’ 

 

SENDCO, Mr Cunningham, said: ‘We wish Mrs Brunsden well as retirement beckons this Easter.  
 

‘She is a committed and experienced teaching assistant who has contributed so much to the support of 
pupils throughout school but especially through her work in the Maths Department, her devotion to nu-

meracy enrichment programmes across all year groups and her expertise in organising and running exam 

access arrangements for pupils in school and in external examinations. We will miss you!’ 
 



P A G E  6  

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

 
St Michael’s have learnt this half term that the results 

of our outstanding Geography pupils in 2018 have 
placed the Geography 

department in the top 
ranking out of 42 

schools in Lancashire. 

YEAR 8 Geographers 

have been erupting 
with enthusiasm 

making some brilliant 
volcanoes this half 

term! 

Some of the incredible 
creations! 

FIFTY five Year 8 and 

9 pupils are sensing a 
certain ‘ooh la la’ as 

the excitement 
mounts for their France experience during the Easter holidays. 

 

The pupils will set sail for Zeebrugge on Saturday 6 April, spending a 
day in the beautiful 

Belgian city of Ghent, 
before heading on to Paris. 

 
The Sacre Coeur, Louvre, Eiffel Tower and a sail down 

the Seine is on the menu for the pupils who will also be 

encouraged to practise their language skills in the beau-
tiful French capital. 

 
The trip will culminate with a dazzling day at Disneyland! 

The beautiful city of Ghent 
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YEAR 9 pupils 

have been reflect-

ing creatively on 
the themes of 

West Side Story, 
including knife 

crime, immigra-
tion and gang 

warfare.  

They have produced some incredibly inventive 
creations, depicting the themes in art, cakes, 

poetry among other art forms. 

MORE THAN 20 

clergy came to St 
Michael’s for 

training in March 
and took time to drop in on some lessons. 

 

They were particularly interested in how Christian Values 
and character education are at the heart of our learning 

and teaching and they were reported to be ‘inspired’ by 
what they saw. 

SCIENCE teachers evoked the spirit of Hogwarts on 

World Book Day when they all came dressed as charac-

ters from Harry Potter. 
 

Year 7 pupils also had the chance to go through some 
Science fiction text by Isaac Asimov and discussed how 

we expect technology to change in the next 50 years. 

NINE YEAR 9 pupils enjoyed a morning at Runshaw Col-

lege in early March. 

  
The “Oxbridge Bound” morning focused on how to apply 

for the UK most prestigious universities along with ad-
vanced and stimulating lessons in Philosophy, Law and 

History. 
  

The pupils thoroughly enjoyed this eye opening event 

which focused their minds on how to be the best they 
can be.  

  
Past pupils who have attained places at “Oxbridge” col-

leges have commented on how helpful this day has been 

and how it shaped their ambitions and goals. 
  

Many thanks to Runshaw College and to Mrs Nelson who 
accompanied the pupils on the trip. 
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OUR KARTING Club have resumed their kart-
ing competitions following the winter break 
with a vengeance! 
 
They spent a weekend this half term in Camberley, 

Surrey, 
with our drivers tak-
ing four of the top seven places in Class 7. 
 
Nathan Howard took 3rd place just missing out on 
top spot in a tie break, in Class 11 Jamie Leadbetter 
came 2nd and Beth Livesey maintained her lead at 
the top of the championship with 3rd place. 
 
Well done to all who took part! More karting news 
on Page 10! 

Growing in body,and spirit 

YEAR 9 and 10 pupils repre-

sented school in the Rotary 
Technology tournament this 

half term, with the Year 9 
group coming a very re-

spectable second place out of 12 teams! 

 
The event was sponsored by BAE and is held every year. The con-

test tests pupils ability to work in teams, solve an engineering 
problem, 

design, 
manufac-

ture and 

test a final 
outcome 

and ulti-
mately learn a 

bit more about 

engineering!  
 

The Year 9 
team won sec-

ond place for 
their motor 

driven crane. 

FAIRTRADE food and lots of fabulous fun was had by 

all pupils and teachers who attended the Fairtrade 
Café in March. 

 
Staff and friends of St Michael’s baked cakes using 

Fairtrade products and everyone was invited to a 
lunchtime of yummy treats! 

 

The event was held to highlight the importance of buying Fairtrade Products and supporting farmers in 
developing countries. We have since been awarded the Bronze Fairtrade Award.  
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FORTY four pupils and six staff are almost ready to 

hit the road to Risoul for the biennial ski experi-
ence!  

 
With five hours per day skiing for a whole six days, 

our skiers are in for a treat as they hit the Southern Alps.  

 
A long coach journey awaits, but once in France, our pupils have a very busy schedule of skiing and explor-

ing the town of Risoul.  
 

With competition nights, a disco night, time on 
the luge, and six days skiing, our pupils will def-

initely be taking advantage of the all-inclusive 

food on offer at the hotel Club Le Morgan, Ri-
soul.  

 
Organiser and PE teacher, Mr Kohler, explained: 

‘I can’t wait to see our pupils on the slopes in 

France and see them progress. 
 

‘I hope it’s a trip of a lifetime for our fantastic 
pupils.’  

Growing in body,and spirit 

A NON Uniform day for Comic Relief raised £1,309.96 for 

the national charity. 
 

Thanks to all pupils for coming to school sensibly dressed 
on this day and for kindly donating for this worthy cause! 

 

Special well done also to Year 8’s Georgia Venn who raise £11 with a sponsored silence! 

HUGE congratulations to the 

Year 7 netball team who were 
undefeated at the Chorley Dis-

trict Netball Competition. 

 

The competition was held at Albany High School on Wednesday 
27 March.  

 
PE teacher, Mrs Finch, said: ‘They showed determination, skill 

and team work throughout the tournament and deserved to be 
crowned District Champions. Well done to all of the squad!’ 

Growing in body,and spirit 

ASPIRING 

RE teach-
ers in Year 

9 have 
prepared lessons on "Easter around the world".   

 

This half term they have taught these lessons to Year 7 RE 
classes.  A wide variety of activities have been used in 

these lessons including Kahoot and  
Music. 

Young teachers at work 
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ST MICHAEL’S Karters travelled across country 

to take part in the next leg of the NATSKA 
Championship. 

 
The team brought home three trophies, coming 

4th, 5th, 7th and 10th in the Junior TKM Class 
7 and 2nd and 4th in the Junior Honda Class 

11. 

 
This means that at the half way stage in the 

season St Michael’s drivers are 2nd, 4th and 
5th in the Class 7 Championship and 1st and 

3rd in the Class 11 championship.                            Well done to all! Keep up the good work! 

CRICKET stars Alfie Dobson and 

James Critchley have had the 
chance of a lifetime to travel to 

Mumbai to play their 
favourite game! 

 

The two Year 8 boys 
are part of the Lanca-

shire Cricket Team 
and have been in-

volved with the coun-
ty club for about three 

years. 

 
They travelled to India 

in February to help 
widen their experience 

of international crick-

et. 
 

The boys got to play 
six games in total, 

winning four, and spent 12 days in India. They also got to experience the Indian culture, travelling to the 
Dharavi slum. 

 

‘It made us realise we are really 
lucky,’ said James.  

 
‘We also learnt how to adapt to the 

heat,’ added Alfie. 

 

The boys were interested to see how 

the game in India differed from their 
own, with the foreign teams trying to 

stay in for longer.  
 

Both boys agreed the experience was 
‘really good’ and they would definitely 

return to the country. 

Growing in body,and spirit 
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Saint Michael’s News 
Saint Michael's CE High School,  

Astley Road,  
Chorley,  

Growing in spirit 
Simon meeting the Charities Committee members 

WE ARE de-

lighted to be 

hosting the Wigan Warriors Rugby Camp this 
Easter as our gates open to rugby coaches on 

Tuesday 9 April and Wednesday 10 April.  
 

Wigan Warriors Foundation have been working 
with Mr Kohler to ensure this fablous opportunity 

lands right on our doorstep. Pupils and parents 

can sign up at www.wiganwarriors.com/
rugbycamps 

 
Anyone with any questions please ask Mr Kohler 

as soon as possible.  

PUPILS in Years 7 and 8 spent an in-

formative morning watching the  

AlterEgo production of County Lines—
Out on the Counties.’ 

 
The performance was organised as 

part of the school safeguarding strate-
gy aiming at equipping our young peo-

ple with information and knowledge 

about how to stay safe! 
 

The performance complements the 
drugs education programme covered 

in Living Education lessons. 

Mr Kohler writes... 

PUPILS have been hitting the slopes at the Chill 

Factore practising for their pending piste adven-

ture over Easter. 
 

In preparation for the school ski trip to Risoul, France, pupils have spent three consecutive Fridays at the 
Manchester ski centre to strengthen muscles and increase their time in the snow.  

 
Ski trip organiser, Mr Kohler, said:  ‘Once on the snow, our pupils had lessons from instructors with some 

progressing onto the main slope.  

 
‘Our advanced skiers had a one hour lift, with many dusting the cobwebs off their ski ability in preparation 

for six days skiing in the Southern Alps.  
 

‘A very enjoyable time has been had by all, with new friendships being built across Year 10 and Year 11.’ 

 
Mr Monks added: ‘Our pupils were brilliant and progressed so much. There were some falls along the way 

but they all stuck at it and will be flying down the slopes soon enough!’ 

http://www.wiganwarriors.com/rugbycamps
http://www.wiganwarriors.com/rugbycamps

