
when travelling to and from 
school.  We have had two 

reported incidences of ‘near 

misses’ in the last two days, 
of children just walking out 

into the road without due 
care and attention.  We have 

also received complaints from 
several of our neighbours 

about congestion and incon-

siderate parking at home 
time, especially when school 

buses are waiting outside 
school or travelling up Astley 

Road.  I appeal to all parents 

and carers who collect their 
children from school, to assist 

in maintaining safety and 
good relations, to use the 

one way system of travelling 
down Millfield Road and up 

Astley Road and to consider 

asking their children to walk 
a little way from school to be 

picked up. Thank you in an-
ticipation of your co-

operation in this matter. 

 
Following a rigorous selection 

process from many excep-
tional applicants, we have 

appointed our senior prefects 

for the academic year 2015 -
2016.  I am delighted to an-

nounce that Thomas Letch 
will be our Head Boy and 

Melissa Joy will be our Head 
Girl.  Assisting them will be 

Deputy Head Boys – Nicholas 

Carter, Sonwoncin Esuga, 
Harry Hulme, Cameron Mas-

sey and James Nevitt along 
with Deputy Head Girls – An-

na Billingsley, Megan Cum-

mins, Catriona Lucas, Caitlin 
Semley and Rebecca Shah.  I 

am absolutely certain that 
this team will do a fantastic 

job in their new roles. 
 

I would like to offer my       

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

As the Lent term draws to a 

close and we prepare for 
Easter it is good to reflect 

on events that have taken 
place this term and look 

forward to the Trinity term. 
This really is a bumper is-

sue of the half termly 

Newsletter, with pupils in all 
years once again rising to 

the challenges that face 
them academically, physi-

cally, spiritually and socially.   

We are now very close to 
the main GCSE examination 

period.  Year 11 are a spe-
cial and amazing year group 

and deserve to do very 
well.  We are doing all we 

can to work with you in 

supporting your children 
through this difficult and 

pressurised time.  Please do 
let Mrs Lucas know if you 

have any concerns about 

your child in the remaining 
weeks and months.  

Full attendance is very im-
portant for all years.  Year 

11 will have personalised 

‘study leave’ to coincide 
with their examinations be-

fore half term and we will 
be delighted to welcome 

parents and carers to 
school on Thursday 21 May 

at 12.00 noon for our very 

important and special leav-
ers’ service.  

 
Like you, we have high ex-

pectations in so many areas 

and I thank parents and 
carers for the great support 

you give the school regard-
ing uniform. We expect all 

pupils to wear the correct 
uniform smartly at all times 

and this includes coming to 

and from school. If pupils 
do not have a clip-on tie, 

ties should be knotted cor-

rectly and go to the waist-
band of trousers or skirts. 

Shirts should be tucked in 
at all times. Shoes must be 

plain black and traditional 
in style. Outdoor coats 

should be plain black.  If in 

doubt about any item of 
uniform please contact Mr 

Chadwick, Assistant 
Headteacher. 

 

Please may I remind par-

ents and carers who are 
anxious to contact teachers 

that most staff, including 

Pupil Managers, do teach all 
day and are often not able 

to phone you until after 
school.  We will always get 

back to you as soon as we 

can.  If there is something 
really urgent you need to 

speak to us about please 
ask for either Mr Chadwick, 

Mrs Jenks or myself, hope-
fully one of us should be 

available. 

Articles in this newsletter 
show that St Michael’s 

sporting success goes on 
from strength to strength!  

Badminton, swimming, 

gymnastics and indoor ath-
letics representatives have 

been excellent ambassa-
dors for the school, not on-

ly in their level of achieve-
ment but also in their de-

termination and sportsman-

ship. 
Please may I ask all parents 

and carers to reinforce 
what Tutors and Pupil Man-

agers are saying to pupils 

about the importance of 
road safety and awareness 

Message from the Headteacher 
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Mrs Heaton continues… 

gratitude to all our current Year 11 

prefects, Deputies, Sports, Dance, 
Drama and Music Captains but in 

particular to Joseph Westhead 

(Head Boy) and Ellie Smethurst 
(Head Girl) for their outstanding 

work and commitment. All these 
young people have been splendid 

ambassadors for St Michael’s. 
 

Staff 
Mrs Jennie Clapp has given birth to 

a boy William Jude and although 

he was poorly when first born is 
now at home and thriving. 

 
Mr Dave Watson, a teacher at St 

Michael’s for some 41 years, is to 
retire after managing our IMPACT 

unit part time for the last 5 years.  

Mr Watson taught Physical and 
Outdoor Education in the early 

years of his teaching and took 
many young people camping in the 

Lake District, skiing on the conti-

nent and established residential 
time for Year 9 at Malham in the 

Yorkshire Dales.  Such an experi-
enced, charismatic and dedicated 

member of staff will undoubtedly 

be sorely missed but we all wish 
him a long and healthy retirement. 

  

The Lent term comes to a close 

with our Easter services held 

for Year 11 in school, Years 10 

and 9 at St George’s and Years 

8 and 7 at St Laurence’s.  The 

theme of the worship, as befits 

the season, is ‘What good am 

I?’  

I would like to inform you that I 

will be retiring from teaching in 

December 2015 after thirty 

three very enjoyable and ful-

filling years here at St 

Michael’s.  As most of you know 

I came to school in September 

1982 to teach Girls’ Physical 

Education and have spent near-

ly all my teaching career here.  

As I reflect on my time at St 

Michael’s, I am pleased to re-

port that the school continues 

to go from strength to strength. 

Our reputation as a school that 

caters for the whole child in 

body, mind and spirit remains 

extremely high.  Academically, 

we are now one of the top-

performing non-selective sec-

ondary schools in Lancashire 

and are also in the top 20% of 

non-selective secondary schools 

in England.   

Our achievements in Sport, Dance, 

Drama and Music show that we 
continue to excel and I believe the 

Christian foundation of the school 
could not be stronger. 

 

I would like to reassure parents 
and carers that during my remain-

ing time at St Michael’s I will be no 
less dedicated or devoted in mov-

ing this wonderful school forward.  
Finally, at this time I would like to 

take this opportunity to say that it 

is such a great privilege and hon-
our to lead this school and I have 

been extremely touched and great-
ly encouraged by the support I 

receive in my role as Headteacher 

of St Michael’s Church of England 
High School from pupils, parents, 

staff and governors, in fact, the 
whole “Team St Michael’s!”  A sin-

cere thank you to all. 
 

May I wish you all a peaceful and 

happy Easter. 
 

Yours sincerely 

J Heaton 

Mrs J Heaton 
Headteacher 

MATHEMATICAL minds were needed 

when St Michael’s took on 12 local 
schools in the Balshaw’s Maths Chal-

lenge. 
 

And our talented teens emerged in second place, narrowly missing out to the hosts of the competition. 

 
Pupils had to pit their mathematical wits against the other teams answering seven rounds of questions, 

each testing a different area of maths and requiring creativity, ingenuity and teamwork. 
 

The winning team comprised Zach McGough, Molly Becker, Skye McGreavy and Callum Eastwood.  
 

As runners-up the pupils received a certificate, a pencil case full of equipment and a mini-trophy each. 

 
See page 11 for details of the winning Year 11 teams. 

Stunning in sums 

Maths Challenge Question 

The equilateral triangle and the regular hexagon shown have perimeters  of the same length. What is the  

ratio of the area of the triangle to the area of the hexagon? 

A 5:6 B 4:5 C 3:4 D 2:3 E 1:1 

Answer on page 11 
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They will also visit the Cologne Zoo and then spend the 

day at Phantasialand Theme Park. 

Organiser Mr Hooley said: ‘The Germany holiday is al-

ways fun packed and gives many pupils a first taste of 

this country.  

‘I am sure everyone will have a great time as usual!’ 

YOUNG linguists are 

setting sail for the con-

tinent during the East-

er holidays to see the 

sights and sounds of 

Germany. 

Forty four pupils from 

Years 7 and 8 are 

heading to the Moselle 

region of Germany 

where they will have 

the chance to practise 

their newly acquired 

language skills, as well 

as sample the cuisine 

and culture of this European country. 

They will have the opportunity to visit Cochem Cas-

tle, enjoy a trip to Cologne, doing a spot of shop-

ping and visiting the magnificent cathedral. 

Fun in Snowdonia 
KEEN geographers have once again been prac-

tising their skills in the great outdoors! 
 

Activities including gorge scrambling and den 
building were in the programme for the Key 

Stage 3 pupils who went on the trip to Snow-

donia. 
 

They were also involved in investigating the im-
pact of tourism in the region. 

 
They stayed at the FSC centre, Rhyd-y-creuau, 

in Betws-y-Coed for the weekend, located in the 

Snowdonia Na-
tional Park in 

North Wales.   
 

Off to the continent 

Cologne cathedral 

Having fun in Snowdonia … gorge scrambling and  enjoying the great outdoors! 

Cochem Castle 
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A FEAST of footballing is on the menu for our talented Year 9 and 10 
footballers this Easter. 

 

They are getting ready to head off to the Dutch city of Valkenburg to showcase their skills 
and take on European teams in matches on their first ever Holland Football Tour. 

 
Organiser, acting Curriculum Leader for PE, Mr Henson, said: ‘The tour will provide an ex-

cellent and unique opportunity for pupils to have coaching sessions from UEFA qualified 
coaches, along with a tournament against other touring British school teams.’ 

 

In addition to this, pupils will enjoy the benefits of local excursions. Pupils will travel to a local waterpark, 
experience laser-tag in caves lying beneath the streets of Valkenburg and will also get to visit the local ten 

pin bowling alley.                           

Heading to Holland 

IT IS VITAL that school is kept up to 

date with any changes of address or 
telephone numbers! 

 
Parents and carers are reminded of the importance of bringing in updated details to tutors, should situa-

tions change. 

 
If your child is taken ill in school or if there is an emergency we need to be able to make contact!                                                                                                                      

                                                             Thank you    

Update your data! 

OUR KIND-HEARTED youngsters have 

been collecting their clothes and food 
packets for less fortunate people in the 

region this half term 

Homelessness and drug addiction have 

been the topics under discussion for our 
Year 10 RE students recently and they 

had the pleasure of meeting Steve and 
Irene Brown from City Centre Ministries 

in Manchester (CCMM) in their lessons. 
 

They came to share what they do to 

serve the poor in their region which 
linked with part of pupils’ GCSE studies 

on Rich and Poor, Drugs and Crime and 
Punishment. 

 

Year 9 pupils who are working towards 
the Archbishop of York Award also had 

the chance to meet the inspirational 
couple. 

 
RE teacher, Miss Tremlett, said: ‘Our students were so inspired by the work of CCMM that they decided 

to help to collect warm clothing and packaged food to give to the charity. CCMM were very touched by 

the school’s encouragement and wrote to thank us for our help.’ 
 

The letter they sent said:  
 

 “We just want to thank you once again for your love and support, which is so welcomed and needed by 

those we work with in Manchester. Please pass on our thanks to all the pupils and their parents for all 
they have given and continue to give.” 

Kind-hearted folk 

See page  17 for details of the team’s fundraising bag-pack! 
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CARING Year 9 pupils are forging links 
with letters to people on distant islands. 

 

They are developing a friendship with 
young people who attend Selwyn Col-

lege in the Solomon Islands, an archipel-
ago of islands just east of Papua New 

Guinea. 
 

The Year 9s, who are all working to-

wards their Archbishop of York 
Award, heard Reverend Martin Cox, 

the rector from St Laurence’s Church, 
talk about his visit to this region, 

which is also known as Melanesia. 

 
He had some inspirational stories 

about the people he had met there 
and the challenges they face. 

 
Pupils have now received letters from 

members of the college to which they 

are replying. 
 

Head of Humanities, Mrs Berry, said: 
‘The people in the Solomon Islands have a strong 

sense of community and, like us, they face many 

challenges in their lives and work.  
‘However, their 

challenges are 
quite different 

from the chal-

lenges we face. 
 

‘We are also 
hoping to be 

able to support 
Selwyn College, 

an Anglican 

Church School,  
in a practical 

way.’  

Letters to the islands 

Book swap 
BOOK loving pupils swarmed to the an-

nual St Michael’s Book Swap, leaving with bags and even 
boxes of new reading material! 

 
The event, which took place on March 5th, World Book Day, 

again proved very popular with pupils! 

Reverend Martin Cox addressing Year 9 pupils. 

The flag and location of the Solomon Islands 

Selwyn College in the Solomon Islands 
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Off to the slopes 
THE WINTER slopes are calling for our super-keen skiers who 

are soon setting sail for snowier climes! 
 

More than 40 pupils in Years 10 and 11 are embarking on the 
biennial ski trip which this year is taking place in Austria. 

 

They leave St Michael’s on the last day of this term heading 
for a week of action on the pistes and relaxing après-ski games 

and activities. 
 

They will stay at the Gasthof Dollinger in the Hochötz—
Kühtai and Sölden region of the country.  

 

Pupils are presently honing their skiing muscles by tak-
ing part in ski-fit classes ready for action on the snow. 

 
Organiser Mr Chadwick said: ‘We are all very excited 

about the trip and I am sure it is going to be a fantastic 

experience for all involved.’ 
 

Sölden is situated near to the Ötztal region, an area where 
Ötzi the Iceman, a well-

preserved mummy of a 
man who lived around 

3,300 BC, was found in 

the ice! He is Europe’s 
oldest known natural 

mummy! 

Sölden and the Gasthof Dollinger 

Ötzi the Iceman 

ST MICHAEL’s karters past and present have once 

again been racing ahead in a recent competition in 
Camberley. 

 
New driver, Year 7 pupil Leo Crabtree, won ‘Novice 

of the Day’ with Rowan Mackley, also in Year 7, tak-
ing part in his first Class 11 race. 

 

Year 9’s Josh Fish and Year 10’s Merrick Crook took 
part in the Class 12 race, with Josh getting 4th place 

and Merrick 5th. 
 

Year 11 pupil James Scanlon won one of his heats 

and then came home in 7th place in Class 15. 
 

Former pupil Charlie Palmer won Class 7, winning 
two of his four heats and coming second in his remaining heats and also setting fastest laps throughout the 

day. 
 

His brother Sam, presently in Year 10, came 11th in his race. 

 
The Karting Club’s next competition is at Hooton Park on March 28th. 

Karting Clubbers race ahead 



P A G E  7  

 

Outstanding Art 

Young chefs come to call 

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

 

TALENTED young artist Year 9 pupil Rebecca Everitt 
has provided March’s ‘Artwork of the Month.’ 

 
Curriculum Leader for Technology, Mrs Cardwell, said: 

‘We chose it because of the beautiful delicate pencil 

work.  
 

‘It is an image of a fox asleep, but the fox is made up 
of natural form images.’ 

SUPER spaghetti was on  

the menu when young  
chefs came to call! 

 
The pupils from Years 5 and 6 at Brindle St James’ Church 

of England Primary School popped to the Food Technology 

department to practise their culinary skills as part of their 
Food Week. 

 
They made a tasty Spaghetti Bolognese. 

 
 

 
 

Subject Leader for Food Technology, Mrs 
Faulkner, said: ‘The pupils were a credit to 

their school and a great afternoon was had by 

everybody.’ 

AN EXCITING range of cooking 

equipment could be coming to St 
Michael’s as pupils collect vouchers 

with verve! 
 

The Food Technology Department is participating in the 

Sainsbury’s Active Kids Scheme for 2015, with pupils en-
couraged to bring in the vouchers from the local supermar-

ket, from the petrol station and when ordering groceries 
online. 

 
These can be collected until May 5 and should be placed in 

the Active Kids Collection Box in Food Technology. 

 
The scheme is aimed at promoting a healthy lifestyle, en-

couraging young people to lead healthier lives. 

Healthier lifestyles 

Rebecca Everitt’s Artwork of the Month 

Young chefs in action …. from Brindle 

St James Primary School 
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YOUNG sportsmen and women are revelling in a pleth-
ora of awards after a winning season in several sports. 

 

The Year 8 boys scooped first place and the gold award in the district table tennis competition held at 
Southlands.  

 

PE teacher, Mr Kennedy, said: ‘The boys team lost only two matches in the entire championship and it was a 
really high standard performance.’ 

 
The boys will now go on to represent Chorley in the county tournament held in April. 

 
The Year 7 and 8 Indoor Athletics teams also 

celebrated success, with all four teams becoming 

District Champions. 
 

The winning athletes represented the district at 
the County Championships, with the boys team 

coming away as Lancashire Champions. They will 

now represent the county in the regional competi-
tion. 

 
The girls team also performed excellently, coming 

a commendable 5th, despite several injuries! 
 

Acting Curriculum Leader for PE, Miss Makinson, 

said: 'Well done to all pupils that represented the 
District.  You all performed to your very best, so 

congratulations.  I wish the boys the best of luck 
in the Regional competition which will 

be upcoming soon.' 

Young swimmers splashed to 
victory in the District Swim-

ming Gala. 
 

The girls came away with three 

golds and nine silvers and the 
boys won six bronzes and two 

silvers! 
 

‘It was a fantastic turn-out at the 
District Gymnastics Competi-

tion,’ explains Miss Makinson. ‘In 

total 25 girls competed from St 
Michael’s and overall we won five 

gold medals, two silver medals 
and six bronze medals.’ 

 

The Under 14s Badminton team 
also became County Champions 

this term. They represented Lan-
cashire coming runners-up, losing 

against Merseyside. 
 

The Under 16s boys Badminton team are also Lan-

cashire County Champions. They will attend the 
regional competition in the coming weeks. 

  
                                                                See page 13 for details of the winning netballers! 

S A I N T  
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The Under 14s badminton team 

Shot down by the deadly splurge gun! 

Sporting triumphs 

The Champion Year 8 athletes 
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YOUNG engineering enthusiasts spent a day studying magnificent structures when 

they were invited to take a trip round Severfield Plc. 
 

The Bolton based steel engineering construction company, which is responsible for 
building the Olympic Stadium amongst other impressive projects, played host to ten 

St Michael’s pupils this half term. 

 
All pupils are members of the popular school STEM Club and they enjoyed an informative and education-

al visit of the factory where the company makes steel frames for their projects.  
 

Pupils were shown how the steel is treated and machined and made into an amazing variety of shapes 
and structures. The company is presently working on the construction of Manchester Victoria Railway 

Station and officials gave pupils an insight into the painstaking precision needed for this project! 

‘On the 6th March, a group of ten pupils 
(including us!) visited the Severfield Steel-

works. We were led by Mr Donnelly, Mrs 
Melling and Mrs Easterbrook.  

 
‘First, we were given a careers talk by the 

Human Resources representative. This was 

fascinating, as it described the wide range 
of careers available within the engineering 

industry and some of the amazing work that Severfield has done over the past few years. Amongst other 
projects, they are currently working on the Manchester Victoria railway station and they completed the 

‘orbit,’ which is a building in London near the London 2012 Olympic stadium.  

 
‘Once this was over, we were given a brief but detailed health and safety talk and provided with the nec-

essary safety equipment. This was a hi-vis jacket, earplugs, goggles and gloves. Our group was led 
around by Jed, the Project Manager.  He showed us where the unused pieces of steel were kept  and 

then took us to the moving bay. This is the place where steel is put into the workshop to be used. It 

would take 20-24 men, but it is all automated! There are now only six men needed, which means more 
can become constructors, engineers or any other job they want. The machines move the steel into a 

huge workshop, which is where we went next. 
 

‘The workshop was very noisy, so we had to use our earplugs. It was full of cranes, huge machines and 
more, as lots has to be done to the steel to make it useable. It has to be cut to size, cleaned and 

shaped. There are two machines that Jed showed us- the cutter and a hole-puncher. The hole-punching 

machine uses heated blasts of oxygen to make really accurate holes for screws to go into at a later date. 
On the cutting machine, the saw has to move very slowly or it would overheat and make lots of sparks. 

Then, we moved into a workshop where they use the pieces, shaping them and making them so they 
will fit with the other sections. Jed said that a blast machine takes all the rust of the pieces, using little 

ball bearings. The cleaned pieces are then welded and fitted together. A cool machine makes curved 

pieces, and there are only two in the entire country! Jed said that lots of companies ask Severfield to 
make the curved bits for their companies too.  

 
‘After we had been through the workshop, we were shown a trial fitting that was taking place. That is 

where parts of the building are fitted together in the workshop to check that they work. It was really 
interesting to see how everything fitted once it had been produced. 

 

‘We think that the visit was really interesting and we are definitely considering a career in engineering. 
Jed and all the staff were really cool and made us feel very welcome. Our favourite bit has to be the 

workshop because we got to see all the parts being made and how they got from rusty lumps of metal 
to the amazing structures we can see today.’                                                                                                            

 

STEM goes to Severfield 

Sarah Gornall and Thomas Oldfield 
took part in the visit and write about 
their experiences:  
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E-safety 

Our E-Safety Top Tips for this half term are; 

 
Produce a ‘Family Agreement’ which specifies how the internet and mobile phones should be used at 

home and what they should be used for. The family agreement might also include the time they spend 
online, sites they shouldn’t be visiting and expected behaviour when talking to other people. This is a 

useful step so our young people are aware of the boundaries.  

 
Position computers in a busy, family area of the house. This will allow you to be more involved in their 

technology usage. However, please remember, that the internet can also be accessed from a number 
of portable devices, including their mobile phones.  

 
Discuss “Digital Footprint” with them. A digital footprint is everything on the internet about them in-

cluding their; Facebook profile, statuses, photographs etc. Our young people should be checking the 

trail they are leaving behind and checking what future colleges and employers can see about them 
online.  

 
To check this, they should search for their name on ‘Google’ and they will be able to see the infor-

mation and photos that other people can access too. You can then set up ‘Google Alerts’, which will 

give you future updates.  

FOUR more hardworking pupils have been lucky enough to 

secure work placements at 
Booths this half term. 

 
 

‘Being chosen for an opportunity to work for two weeks at Booths super-

market was a great chance to see what it is like in the working world; to 
experience new skills and work in different job roles. I was extremely 

happy to be chosen for the Booths Work Inspiration project as there 
were limited spaces and it was a whole new opportunity for me. 

  
‘In the store we were shown every department. When you go to Booths as a shopper you don’t see how 

much goes on in the store and how it keeps its great reputation up, but when we started the Work Inspi-

ration project we all saw how big Booths is and how important every department is to the store. There 
are 7 departments in the store. These are - Fruit and Veg, Grocery, Customer Service, Licensed, Coun-

ters, Cabinets, and Administration. 
  

‘On the first week of our Booths Work Inspiration project we had a taste of all the different departments, 

which enabled us to see how every department works and what each one does within Booths. At the end 
of the first week we had a review meeting to see how we had got on. This was interesting as we saw 

which department everyone had liked and we chose a department to stay on for the second; two of the 
group chose Fruit and Veg and Cabinets, and two of us chose Customer Service. 

 
‘Working at Booths has been extremely fun and interesting as you get to meet very nice and friendly 

staff as well as learning new skills and meeting friendly customers.’ 

Booths 

E-SAFETY Evening this week promises to keep 

parents and pupils up-to-date with the latest ad-
vice and information on staying safe online! 

The presentation will be held in the school hall 
on the evening of Wednesday 25 March at 7pm 

and everyone is welcome to attend the meeting. 

Keeping up to date with how young people are using amazing new technologies may be challenging, 
but it is vital for their safety. On a daily basis in school, we are dealing with a wide range of e-safety 

concerns including cyber bullying and sexting.  
During this evening, we want to highlight a few of the current dangers that we are dealing with and try 

to advise parents and carers of steps that can be implemented at home, to monitor and filter their  
Internet use. 

Year 10 pupil Ariane Hughes writes: 
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Dan’s ‘cool’ commissioning 
WITH a background melody from his ukulele our Christian Youth Worker Dan Bishop addressed a full school 

hall on the day of his Commissioning Ceremony, calling it ‘cool’ and ending with a typical Dan ‘cheers!’ 
 

He also spoke of the ‘honour’ and ‘privilege’ he felt on being able to work with the young people of St 
Michael’s and the wide range of experiences he had encountered so far as a member of school. 

 

Right Reverend Julian Henderson, the 
Bishop of Blackburn, led the service, high-

lighting the essential work of Christian 
Youth Workers in bringing the message 

and love of God to young people. 
 

Members of Dan’s family, his extended 

Church family and his friends attended, as 
well as pupils of Year 8. 

 
Members of the School Council, Bible 

Study Group, Discovery Club and Sci-Fi 

Club were also invited to attend the cere-
mony, which was followed by coffee and 

biscuits in the new dining room. 

Maths Challenge Solution—from page 2 

This is not the only way to do this, but... since the perimeters are the same that means each side of the tri-

angle must be twice the length of each side of the hexagon. If you mark the midpoints of each side of the 
triangle and join them up you will split the larger triangle into four smaller equilateral triangles. Now if you 

join each corner of the hexagon with the opposite corner, through the centre of the shape, you will split the 

hexagon into 6 equilateral triangles, each of the same size as the smaller ones you just made in the triangle. 
There are 4 of these triangles in the large triangles and 6 of these triangles in the hexagon, so the ratio of 

the areas is 4:6 which can be simplified to 2:3 – answer D. 

Magnificent Mathletes 
TWO teams of magnificent Able, Gifted and Talented ‘Mathletes’ are 

counting their trophies after winning not only first place but also second place in the Runshaw Maths Chal-
lenge. 

 
12 teams from 19 different secondary schools in the region entered the annual contest with our Year 11 

pupils excelling themselves. 

 
‘They provided us with not only the first win in the competition for over a decade but with runners-up place 

too, the first ever 1-2 finish in the competition’s history,’ says St Michael’s team organiser, Mr Neville. 
‘The Runshaw Maths Challenge pits the best and brightest Mathletes from different schools against one an-

other,’ he continues. 
 

‘Whilst the first team of Christine, Callum, Lucy and Alex led from the front by top-scoring in each of the 

first two rounds, the second team of Julie, Matt, Gabi and Alex recovered from a poor start to finish strongly 
by scoring full marks in the final round of questions, a whole 12 points better than the next best team (who 

were our team 1 incidentally!).  
 

‘Both teams deserve huge credit for making school and event history - well done!’ 
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SWINGING from the ceiling ten feet above the Charter Theatre 
stage might seem terrifying to some, but to talented Tinkerbell 

Sophie, this was nothing to fear! 

 
The lucky Year 7 pupil had been selected from a large group 

of budding stars to play the role of the tiny fairy in a recent 
production of Peter Pan. 

 
After a successful audition she attended rehearsals every Sun-

day and then performed at the Guild Hall on a number of 

nights, even singing a whole song solo! 
 

Sophie has been taking singing lessons for almost a year now 
and says she was ‘very excited’ when she heard she had won 

the role, especially considering it was her first ever audition. 

 
She had to swing above the stage three times in the show and 

had to wear a costume that was ‘quite large’ with harnesses 
strapped to her. It was also an unusual costume, ‘a bit like a 

punk fairy!’ she explains! 
‘I was a bit 

nervous 

about flying 
before I did 

it, but luckily 
I’m not afraid 

of heights and 

it was really fun! 
 

‘I really enjoyed it all,’ she said. ‘I 
want to be more involved in pro-

ductions in the future.’ 

 
But Sophie still has her feet quite 

firmly placed on the ground.  
 

 
‘I don’t really think I want to be involved in the theatre as a job,’ she said. ‘I want 

to be a marine biologist!’ 

A confident high flyer! 

Sophie being interviewed by the radio about her role! 

STAFF at St Michael’s would like to extend a huge thank you to all parents for ensuring our young people 

arrive at school looking so smartly dressed. 
 

Pupils have really been wearing their uniform with pride, with the vast majority adhering strictly to the 
school rules. 

 
Just as a reminder, if you are considering buying new uniform during the Easter holidays, please ensure: 

 Shoes are traditional in style; no trainer style or branded footwear, eg Converse, Vans. 

 Boys do not wear skinny trousers. 

 No jewellery is worn (including earrings.) 

 No make-up for pupils in Years 7—10. 

 

Any breach of uniform will result in pupils being taken out of circulation and working in the Personal Guid-

ance Unit until the situation is rectified. 

Thanks for being super-smart! 

Showing no fear … ten feet above the stage. 
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COMMITTED netballers soared to success as undefeat-

ed champions in the District tournament. 
 

Our Year 9 team of girls took on all the local high 
schools and won the competition outright with very 

few goals actually conceded against them. 

 
‘These girls have been so committed throughout the 

year attending practices weekly and also working ex-
tremely hard to win the league at Leyland Motors Net-

ball League,’ says Acting Curriculum Leader for PE, 
Miss Makinson. 

 

'The girls are an outstanding team and consistently 
perform at a fantastic level. I am so impressed with their 

attitude to netball and they will continue to develop as a 
squad and become even better.  

 

‘Congratulations to them all, they thorough-

ly deserve it.' 

PARENTS and carers are reminded that they should only look at our official school website to 
find information about holiday dates. 

 
This is at: www.saint-michaels.com 

 
You can find the dates on the Calendar … Term Dates link. 

Check your dates are correct! 

Undefeated champions 

A LITTLE French 

ooh la la came to 
a class of Year 8 

linguists when 
they enjoyed 

croissants and baguettes 

at their French café. 
 

The pupils created menus 
and practised dialogues in 

the realistic setting before 
tucking into the treats on 

offer! 

The food and lesson was organised by French 
teacher Miss Norman to help enhance the topic of 

food and cafés. 
 

The language practised will also be of great use to 
all the pupils heading to Paris on the holiday in 

May. 

 
 

French café 

Pupils taking the orders in French. 
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HISTORIANS and linguists alike are being invited to take part in the 
second trip to Auschwitz Concentration Camp. 

 

This school educational visit is set to take place during the first week 
of the October holidays in 2016 and is therefore open to all pupils in Years 7-9 (who will be Years 9-11 

when the trip goes ahead.) 
 

The holiday will last ten days and involves a step back in time, learning and visiting important sights of 
the First and Second World Wars and the Cold War. 

 

Pupils will travel on the overnight ferry from Hull to Rotterdam, before continuing on to Berlin where they 
will spend two days seeing the sights and sounds of this exciting capital city of Germany, staying at the 

popular City Light Hotel. 
 

They will visit the famous German Parliament building, the Bundestag, taking a tour of the glass domed 

roof. They will also see areas of the still-standing Berlin Wall, take a trip to Checkpoint Charlie, look round 
the poignant Holocaust Museum, as well as stopping for a photo under the Brandenburg Gate. 

 
There will be time to shop at Europe’s largest department 

store, the KaDeWe, as well as take in the sights of the Niko-
laiviertel, Berlin’s Old Town. 

 

On Tuesday morning the par-
ty will continue their histori-

cal tour by travelling to Kra-
kow in Poland, staying at the 

Hotel Wyspianski, directly in 

the city centre. 
 

Pupils will have time to ex-
plore this beautiful city with its winding streets, street cafes 

and market stalls in the impressive market hall building. 

 
They will, on the following day, be taken to Auschwitz Concentration Camp for a tour of this notorious 

Nazi Death Camp. 
 

On the Thursday pupils will return to Germany, travel-
ling to Dresden, spending a day in the city and a 

morning at the infamous Colditz Castle, the Prisoner of 

War Camp for Allied officers and the setting for the 
film The Great Escape. 

 
Pupils will then return to Rotterdam before departing 

on the overnight ferry back to Hull, arriving at school 

on the morning of the Sunday in the middle of the half 
term week. 

 
The cost of the holiday is £745, inclusive of trips, tours, travel and all meals except lunches. 

 
Pupils wishing to take part in this trip should speak to Miss Sephton and collect a letter. 

Auschwitz and Colditz 

Colditz Castle 

For updates and reminders or just 
to keep in touch... 

  
Why not follow us  

@SaintMichaelsCE    

Auschwitz-Birkenau 

Beautiful Krakow 

Berlin 
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Jackie, followed him here to take 
up a post of Drama teacher short-

ly afterwards. 

 
Her tragic death in 1995 left him 

‘numb’ with grief, but he cannot 
speak highly enough of the sup-

port given to him by his col-
leagues at school. 

 

‘People were just fantastic at such a 
difficult time,’ he said. 

 
He suffered many dark days follow-

ing the tragedy but happiness re-

turned to his life when he remarried 
and says that when his daughter 

Beth came along it was just 
‘fabulous!’ 

 
He also recalls some memorable 

times over the years shared with 

staff and pupils on his many outdoor 
educational trips and holidays. 

 
‘One really scary time I can remem-

ber,’ he recalls, ‘was one very misty 

day at Attamire Scar. I had set up 
some ropes and Mrs Cunningham 

and Mrs Johnson were with the chil-
dren and I was waiting for them to 

arrive but the clouds had completely 

come down and the children never 
arrived. 

 
‘I waited and waited and then Mrs 

Cunningham came staggering out of 
the mist. She had slipped, fallen and 

been unconscious and couldn’t re-

member where she had left the chil-
dren! She was OK but had to go to 

hospital to be checked out. 
 

‘I decided to ‘quarter’ round to look 

for the pupils and eventually found 
Mrs Johnson standing in the middle 

of them all. The pupils were sat 
around her and they were all begin-

ning to get scared. 
 

‘Mrs Johnson didn’t know whether to 

laugh or cry when she saw me. She 
greeted me with a big kiss!’ 

 
Mr Watson also spent many years 

taking pupils on trips to Knoydart, 

the remotest part of North West 
Scotland, where they lived in the 

natural surroundings of the moun-
tains for a week. 

FORTY one years, at least 20 ski 
trips, dozens of weekend breaks, 

thousands of pupils … Mr David 

Watson, a stalwart figure at St 
Michael’s, has brought a love of 

learning and the fun of the great 
outdoors to generations of young-

sters! 
 

He has affected the lives of so 

many local people in such a way 
that his daughter Beth even refuses 

to go into town with him! 
 

‘When I park in Chorley it can take 

me 20 minutes to get from the car 
park to the Halifax,’ he jokes. ‘And I 

never get asked to show ID in there 
as I taught someone on the staff. 

 
‘I get my car serviced by two ex-St 

Michael’s lads, I know gardeners, 

tradesmen and my neighbour once 
asked me, did I have any plumbers 

amongst the pupils I’d taught!’ 
 

He has also worked with every 

headteacher at St Michael’s and 
experienced every Chair of Gover-

nors over the years.  
 

But now it is finally time for him to 

take a step back from the world of 
education and focus on his retire-

ment. 
 

‘I will miss so much about this 
school,’ he says. ‘The kids and all 

the staff … but it is definitely time 

for me to go. 
 

‘Schools evolves in different ways, 
and so it should!’ 

 

David Watson began teaching at St 
Michael’s in 1974, taking up em-

ployment as a PE teacher before 
moving through the ranks and posi-

tions of responsibility, including 
Head of PE, Head of Outdoor Pur-

suits, Housemaster for Wesley 

House, Head of Year 10 and Year 
11, he moved to teaching English 

and finally became Educational Wel-
fare Officer with responsibility for 

Impact. 

 
He grew up in Scotland but moved 

to the area to study before getting 
the job at the school. His first wife, 

‘After a week of being in the mid-

dle of nowhere I remember asking 

a pupil what he was now looking 
forward to most about going home 

and I still remember the answer,’ 
he says. 

 

Removing the expletives, the child 
answered: ‘I just want to see 

something made of … plastic!’ 
 

He has also been involved with 
trips to the Alps, Skye, Glencoe, 

weekends in Wales and the Lake 

District, but also a very memorable 
trip to Iceland in 1988. 

 
‘This was a fabulous trip,’ he says. 

‘We were the first ever youth party 

to travel across the Trollaskaggi 
Mountains from West to East. We 

were there for a month and had 
an amazing time.’ 

 

But as for some of the ‘most 
amusing’ anecdotes we are left 

only guessing! 
 

‘There are so many more funny 
memories over the years they are 

just too numerous to mention,’ he 

says. ‘Whether it’s incidents with 
tarpaulin, falling off the stage, the 

‘Black Days of the PE Department’ 
or the wearing of building helmets, 

I have so many memories with so 

many staff!’ he says … with a sly 
grin. 

 
Mr Watson has no immediate 

plans for his retirement, just to 
prepare himself for his knee oper-

ation in the near future and then 

to travel to his beloved Scotland. 
 

‘I intend to spend most of the 
summer months in Arisaig, right in 

the North West of Scotland,’ he 

says. ‘But other than that, I have 
done everything I wanted to in my 

earlier years and I have no plans 
as yet for my retirement.’ 

Farewell to Mr Watson 
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and S. The ground was right next 
to a beautiful beach and was 

again a great place to play crick-
et. 

‘We didn’t play on the third 

day so we visited the local 
beach, Pigeon Point, which 

was fantastic. We went on a 

boat to go snorkelling and 
also what was interesting was 

that in the middle of the sea 
there was a sandbank that 

you could stand up on even 

though you were miles away 
from the island.  

‘We visited the carnival the next 
day which was very special as it 

has only coincided with the tour 4 
times in 16 years. It was very 

‘V and S cricket club went on 
cricket tour to Tobago (an island 

in the West Indies) to participate 
in an annual tournament. Our 

team consisted of boys aged 14 

to 18 and the team was picked 
from a mixture of clubs through-

out Lancashire. On the tour we 
played 4 games at 3 different 

grounds and on the days we 

weren’t playing we visited the 
local carnival, the beach and the 

local High School. 

‘On the first day we played at 
Louis D’or, the nicest venue. 

Even though the opposition 

wasn’t the best it was definite-
ly an experience playing crick-

et in the Caribbean and it was 
certainly a first playing cricket 

with goats on the pitch. 
 

‘On the second day we played 

at a ground called Goodwood. 
Again the opposition wasn’t that 

strong but we still managed to 
win the game making it 2-0 to V 

wild and energetic at the carnival. 
When we were there a big lorry 

pulled up with loads of speakers 

on the back and the local people 
would come dressed in big cos-

tumes and dance in the streets. It 
was also a bit scary towards the 

end as hundreds of ‘mud men’ 
would come down the street 

throwing some kind of mud at 

each other which apparently gave 
them good luck for the year. 

 
‘Day 5, and we played Trinidad 

and Tobago U18 at Bon Accord. 

This team was probably the best 
team we played. However we still 

won and made it 3-0 to V and S.  
On the last day we visited the local 

High School before the game. The 
school was very basic and their 

version of PGU was for the chil-
dren to sit outside and do lines. In 

the hall they had steel pans and 

when we visited they put on a per-
formance. 

‘I opened the batting and man-
aged to get 17 runs, I was very 

pleased with this as it was the 
last game and I didn’t want to go 

home without scoring any runs. 

We won the game to make it 4 
wins out of 4 games which the 

team was very proud of 
‘I had a great time in Tobago not 

only was the cricket great but also 

it was a great place to visit to see 

their kind of lifestyle and I would 

love to visit again.’ 

Touring Tobago 

  JOIN our 200 club! 
 
St Michael’s 200 Club is a school based lottery for all parents, 
carers and friends to join where the pupils also feel the win-

ning benefits! 
 

Money is collected annually and it is £12 for the year. Half of the money raised is issued as prizes and half 
is then allocated to different departments in school as extra funding.  

 

It is possible to join mid year but payment needs adjusting. Winners are given cheques via their son/
daughter and it is published on Moodle and the school website. 

Keen cricketer Year 9 pupil Harry Barclay joined lucky young players 

selected from teams around Lancashire to take part in a cricket tour 
to Tobago. He has written the following report about his exciting ex-

periences:  
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How to super swot! 

MORE than 20 pairs of glasses have been lost and handed in to the front office this term. 

Anyone who thinks they might have lost their glasses in school should go and check out 
the collection before the end of this half term!  

They might be yours! 

EXAMS are looming ever closer and this term our Year 11 have 

been brushing up their exam and revision techniques. 
 

Our Year 11 revision evening took place last week with fantastic 
attendance from our keen young exam candidates and their par-

ents. 

 
Mrs Heaton, Mrs Jenks, Mr Chadwick, Mr Curran and Mrs Lucas 

presented their top tips for super swotting. 
 

Advice included: 
 tips on time management, 

 how to become resilient learners 

 how to revise more effectively 

 understanding your own learning style 

 
A booklet was also given out containing details of 

planned revision sessions in various subjects and 

a timetable of compulsory revision lessons for all 
exam candidates during their final weeks in 

school. 
 

All Year 11 pupils have also taken time out of les-
sons to attend revision sessions led by Steve Morris. 

 

He gave pupils coping strategies, tips on keeping 
calm, being positive and gave them an insight 

into how their brain retains information.  
 

‘It was very entertaining,’ said Year 11 pupil, Co-

rey Gower. ‘He got us all involved and taught us 
how to picture ourselves doing well.’ 

 
‘It was very inspirational,’ adds Matthew Lynch. 

‘He taught us how to work your brain and how not to get stressed, not put too much pressure on your-

self and shut down parts of your brain.’ 
 

Helpful revision websites include: 
http:moodle.saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk/ 

www.bbc.co.uk/revision 
www.revisionworld.co.uk 

www.s-cool.co.uk 

www.revision-notes.co.uk/GCSE 
www.gcsepod.com 

OUR Year 11 pupils have been secur-

ing their future with college applica-
tions and interviews this half term. 

 
More than 200 pupils have been inter-

viewed by officials from Runshaw Col-

lege with 102 interviewed at Newman 
College. 

 
Our Year 11 are now hard at work 

revising and studying for their upcom-
ing examinations. 

 

We wish them the best of luck! 
  

St Michael’s newsletter needs YOU!   

IF YOU are a swashbuckling fencer, a superfast swimmer or a relentless runner you might have a story to 

entertain and capture the interest of other pupils at St Michael’s. 

Do not hide your light under a bushel! Come and tell Miss Sephton about your achievements, challenges 

and interests and maybe motivate others to get active. 

Use index cards—one for 

each topic.  Turn over 
the cards and see how 

much you can recall. 

Use post-it notes to re-

call a series of events. 
Lie them on the floor in 

the correct order. 

Use different coloured 

post-it notes for different 
topics.  Arrange them in 

shapes on your wall. 

Learn hard topics in an 

unusual place! When you 
recall information imag-

ine yourself in that place. 

Talk through your revi-

sion with a sibling, or, 
better, teach your par-

ents the information. 

Work with a friends and 

explain your mind maps 
or revision to them or 

get them to test you. 

Use highlighter pens to 

highlight key words or 
terms. 

Create Mind Maps of dif-

ferent topics in different 
subjects 

Top revision techniques 



P A G E  1 8  

S A I N T  M I C H A E L ’ S  N E W S  

boys. 
They are 

very excit-

ed for the 
tour and 

are ex-
tremely 

grateful to 
Asda for 

providing 

such a 
wonderful 

opportuni-
ty. All our pupils worked extreme-

ly hard with lots of positive com-

ments from shoppers regarding 

FOOTBALLERS turned their hand to 
bag-packing and raised an amazing 

£904.25 to boot! 

 
The enthusiastic Year 9 and 10 

football teams visited the new Asda 
superstore in Chorley one Saturday 

to help them raise funds for new kit 
for their Holland tour. 

 

‘They were made extremely wel-
come and given lots of encourage-

ment by the Asda staff,’ said Mr 
Henson, Acting Curriculum Leader 

for PE. 

 
‘The day was a true success for the 

their attitude and politeness.   

 
‘We hope that this success fol-

lows our team to Holland". 
 

Packing it all in 

BUDDING historians at St Michael's had the opportunity to learn about the monuments and memorials of 

the First World War during this half term. 
 

Fred Jolly, a character well known to pupils past and present of the school, popped to St Michael’s to give 
a presentation about his experience travelling the battlefields of the Great War. 

 
In recent years he has been very involved with the "Chorley and the Great War" group and was able to 

share stunning images of his visits with members of the two History Clubs run by the department, as well 

as pupils keen to extend their knowledge and understanding as they look towards the GCSE course.   
 

The presentation built upon the recent Year 9 project to study specific streets of Chorley during 
WW1.  Year 9 have been working on certain areas of Chorley including Park Road, Eaves Lane, Standish 

Street, Leigh Row, Leigh Street and Bolton Street. 

Chorley during the Wars 

The teams! 

HIGH flying Able, Gifted and Talented pupils in Years 9 and 10 have been 

getting the low-down on entry to Oxford and Cambridge Universities. 
 

They attended an event at Runshaw College, taking part in debates and 
critical analysis of an historical incident looking at facts and opinions.  

  
They were given very good general guidance on how to be aware of the 

bigger picture beyond the school curriculum and an insight into what the 

top universities were looking for. 
  

Organiser Mr Heywood said: ‘The ten pupils were praised for their enthusi-
asm, commitment and efforts. The teacher in charge told them that the 

work they produced was outstanding. 

  
‘The pupils enjoyed the day very much.’ 

Tips for Oxbridge entry 
PUPILS and staff are 

now preparing for the  
Easter services. 

 
Years 7 and 8 will be 

attending services at St 

Laurence’s Church and 
Years 9 and 10 at St 

George’s Church. 
 

Parents and carers are 
reminded that if pupils 

are leaving from church 

they must write a note 
in their organisers so 

tutors are aware of this. 
 

We would like to wish 

everyone a blessed, 
restful and happy East-

ertide.  
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Test of Faith Live tour the coun-
try encouraging pupils to think 

about the ‘Big Bang’ in relation to 

‘Big God.’ 
 

They challenge pupils with ques-
tions such as; can faith survive 

the complexities of science? 
 

They encourage young people to 

question how truth is more com-
plex than just scientific truth, sci-

entific exploration is a divinely 
Christian activity and ask how can 

we make sense of things without 

a belief in God? 
 

They express the theory that 
there are so many things outside 

QUESTIONS of creation, looking at 
both Science and RE, were the is-

sues of the day for Year 9 and 10 

pupils last week. 
 

A lively performance by three ener-
getic presenters was enjoyed by all 

who took part, with music, dancing 
and games keeping everyone ac-

tive. 

 
Volunteers took on a human ‘boppit’ 

challenge, doing actions to the pop-
ular game. 

 

And pupils took part in science ex-
periments, questioning why a £5 

note did not burn when dipped in 
alcohol and water. 

the range of science that sci-

ence can not be explained with-

out God. 

Testing Faith 

Chorley food festival 
KEEN chefs are going to be getting 

involved in the Chorley Food Festi-
val with the chance of winning 

£100! 
 

Miss Burns will be asking pupils to 

take part in the contest one 
lunchtime and make a dish within 

40 minutes. 
 

They then upload their entry onto the Chorley Food Festival 
website and a celebrity judge selects one winner  form each 

school to compete at the festival. 

 
This will then be judged and a winner decided. 

Certificates will also be given to all who enter! 

NON uniform day 

raised more than 
£1,100 for Comic 

Relief! 
 

Thanks go to all the 

pupils and staff for 
their donations! 

Please can we remind you of our procedures when your child needs to come to 

school on crutches!   

 

It is ESSENTIAL that a parent/carer brings the pupil to school on the first day 

where your child attends on crutches, to speak with a member of the office 

team to discuss your child’s needs.   

 

The pupil will not be allowed to access upper floors whilst they are on crutches and will work in the flexi-

ble learning centre unless timetabled in a lower floor classroom.                                      Thank you 
 

 

Medical problems 

Saint Michael’s News 
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