
used to send or receive calls 
or text messages will be con-

fiscated and returned when 

parents or carers write a let-
ter asking for their return. 

Thank you for your over-
whelming support when this 

occurs. 
  

I am delighted to inform you 

that both Miss Jennifer 
Swarbrick and Miss Amanda 

Brown are to be married over 
the Easter break.  Miss 

Swarbrick will become Mrs 

Clapp and Miss Brown will 
become Mrs Ferguson.  Mrs 

Elizabeth Burgess begins her 
maternity leave this week-

end.  We wish these staff our 
best wishes for the future.  

Mrs Fiona Cardwell has been 

appointed Curriculum Leader 
for Technology and Mr David 

Eccles has joined us as Assis-
tant Site Supervisor.  

 

Finally, it is with a mixture of 
sadness, joy and hope that 

we say goodbye to Andrea 
Jackson, our Christian Youth 

Worker, who is leaving us on 

Friday to become an Accident 
and Emergency support 

worker, assisting a paramedic 
with the London Ambulance 

Service.  We thank God that 
she was called to St Michael’s 

some five years ago because 

she has enriched the lives of 
all who learn and work here.  

We wish her well and every 
success in her new career.  

Dan Bishop will be with us 

full time in June. 
 

As you are aware we close 
for Easter on Friday with our 

Easter services held for Year 
11 in school. 

 

April 2014 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
This half term has once 

again been an extremely 
busy one, but it has been 

fantastic knowing that so 
many events and activities 

are taking place, not only in 

school but also wider afield, 
that enrich the whole learn-

ing experience at St 
Michael’s.   

This Newsletter gives just a 

flavour of life here! 
 

Examinations are looming 
large in everyone’s mind at 

the moment as deadlines 
approach.  I am pleased to 

say that pupils (and staff) 

are working extremely hard 
and are more than ready 

for the Easter break.  Year 
11 are, on the whole, show-

ing a very mature ap-

proach, completing con-
trolled assessments in some 

subjects, moderation and 
practical examinations in 

others, plus all important 

revision, preparation and 
planning.  It was very 

heartening to see so many 
parents and carers at the 

‘Revision Evening’ support-
ing the ‘Team St 

Michael’s’ philosophy.  We 

are very positive about 
these young people’s pro-

spects and with great at-
tendance, continued con-

centration and diligence in 

class, they should achieve 
very good results in August. 

 
I would also like to draw 

your attention to ‘GCSEpod’.  
This is a series of revision 

podcasts available for 

download. The link is on 
the front page of the 

school’s website. This is a 

highly recommended re-
source for all Year 11 pu-

pils.  
 

We were once again 
pleased and honoured to 

welcome Bishop Julian to 

celebrate a Lent Eucharist 
with us and present certifi-

cates to pupils who have 
achieved their Duke of Ed-

inburgh Bronze Award and 

Archbishop of York Young 
Leaders Award.  We are 

very proud of these young 
people and all that they 

contribute not only to 
school but also the wider 

community. 

 
I would like to ask for your 

support in two areas.  
Please do not pick up or 

drop off your children on 

school premises or at the 
bottom of the main drive.  

It is extremely dangerous 
when over a thousand 

young people are coming or 

going at the same time on 
foot.  Secondly, please rein-

force school rules regarding 
use of mobiles in school. 

We do not ban mobiles but 
we insist that they are 

switched off before enter-

ing the premises and only 
switched on when leaving 

the site.  This obviously 
includes breaks and 

lunchtimes.  The disturb-

ance to learning caused 
when mobiles go off in les-

sons is unacceptable.  In an 
emergency during the 

school day, office staff will 
pass on urgent messages.  

Any mobiles in school being 

Message from the Headteacher 
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PUPILS and staff have been 
taking time out from the 

stresses of school life to 

attend weekly Lent Com-
munion services. 

 
The meaning of Easter and 

the suffering of Jesus have 
been the poignant focus of 

the lunchtime reflections 

held in the Training Suite. 
 

And pupils are now prepar-
ing in earnest for their 

Easter services to be held 

on the last day of this term. 

 
Pupils will be attending services either in 

school or at St Laurence’s or St Peter’s 

Churches and hearing the Easter mes-
sage through drama, dance and song. 

 
 

All at ‘Team St Michael’s’ would like to 
join Mrs Heaton in wishing everyone a 

very happy, sentient and restful Easter-

tide. 

Mrs Heaton continues… 
 

Years 10 and 9 at St Peter’s and Years 8 and 7 at St Laurence’s. We reopen on Tuesday 22 April. 
 

If you wish to discuss any aspect of school life here at St Michael’s do not hesitate to contact us either 
by telephone or the ‘drop-in’ clinic every Tuesday 15.30 – 17.00.  

 

I wish you all a safe and restful break and joy in the wonder-
ful message of Easter.  

 
                        

                                   Kind regards 

                                               J Heaton 

                                            Headteacher 
 

Easter reflections 

TELEVISION fame has come to one of our dedicated Year 8 

dancers after landing himself a starring role in a Lowry pro-
duction. 

 
Nathan Crowther appeared on Breakfast North West BBC 

News last week after being spotted by choreographer Mat-

thew Bourne and cast in one of only two character roles in 
the Lord of the Flies not played by professional dancers. 

 
More than a thousand talented teens took part in the audi-

tions for this production which will open at the Lowry Wednesday 2 April.  
 

In addition to Nathan, ex pupil Rocky Widdowson was also selected. 

 
The Dance department are running a trip to support the boys and 45 pupils are taking part, cheering on 

Nathan in his opening performance.  
 

Head of Dance, Mrs Gough, said: It was an amazing achievement to be selected out of so many who 

auditioned. 
 

‘We wish Nathan all the luck in the world for this amazing opportunity and can't wait to cheer him on!’ 

‘Fly’-ing high 
Nathan appearing on BBC 

Breakfast TV 
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PUPILS from all year groups in school will be 

hot-stepping it across the channel for an 
Easter holiday of activities continental style. 

Nearly 50 youngsters from Years 7 and 8 will 
be taking part in the annual lower school Ger-

many holiday.   

This involves pupils enjoying the sights of 

Cologne, Cochem, visiting Burg Eltz Castle 
and also Cologne Zoo. 

They will be staying in the Moselle region. 

Brothers Joe and Daniel Westhead, 
scooped third place positions in their 

categories. 

 
They train at the Mar-

shall Fencing Club in 
Manchester. 

 
James, 14, said: ‘I man-

aged to beat eight other 

people to win first place. 
 

‘I was very excited and 
am looking forward to 

the British Champion-

ships. I think my chanc-
es are slim, but possi-

ble!’ 
 

Ella, 15, added: ‘It 
was really exciting 

winning and I even 

managed to beat a 
boy! I am feeling 

very positive about 
my chances in the 

next competition.’ 

 
Kati, 14, said: 

‘There are going to 

be a lot of skilled 

FIVE fabulous fencers have 

been successfully swinging their 

sabres to win a place in the 
British Fencing Championships. 

 
James Wilson, Ella Nightingale 

and Kati Adams, all pupils at St 
Michael’s CE High School, were 

delighted when they each 

picked up gold medals in the 
North West British Youth Cham-

pionships in Chadderton. 
 

They train three times a week 

at Rivington Park Fencing Club 
in Chorley. 

 

people at the British Champion-

ships but I feel I have a fair 

chance.’ 

Fencers in action 

The St Michael’s winners with their 

team. 

Fantastic fencers! 

Trips abroad 
 

Pupils from all years are also in-
volved in the first languages / art 
trip to Barcelona.  

They will be looking at the city 
sights, as well as taking in the 
Gaudi architecture. 

Krispie cakes, Victoria slices and cookies were among the 

Fairtrade Foods pulling in the pupils to this term’s Fairtrade Ca-
fé. 

 
Almost 50 pupils visited the café and helped to raise £52 for the 

charity, which supports decent working conditions and fair  

prices for farmers in developing countries. 
 

Miss Callander, who organises events to support Fairtrade, was 

delighted with the success of the café and thanks all pupils who 

came along to help or sample the goods! 



P A G E  4  

S A I N T  M I C H A E L ’ S  N E W S  

number of staff, came dressed as 
their favourite book figure to cel-

ebrate the day on March 6th. 

  
A ‘Book Swap’ was held at 

lunchtime which proved to be 
very popular: hundreds of books 

were brought in, swapped and 
then taken home by their new 

owners.  

  
Year 7 also began their spon-

sored read for Readathon. Over 

the years, St Michael's has raised 

COLOURFUL characters from 
the literary world abounded 

when World Book Day came to 

St Michael’s. 
 

Year 7 pupils, as well as a large 

many thousands of pounds for this 
charity, which gives support to 

children ill in hospital.  

  

"World Book Day 2014 was a huge 
success," said organiser Miss 

Farish. "The pupils and staff en-
joyed coming to school in costume 

and hopefully it has reminded eve-
ryone about the value and pleas-

ure of reading." 

Brilliant Book Day 

The Power of Poetry 
 

ST MICHAEL’S young poets have been soaring with success 
after having their creative compositions published in a book.  

 

Fourteen youngsters who attend the Creative Writing Club 
were delighted when they realised their poems had been selected for the ‘Power 

of Poetry’. 
 

Writing club members are now busy entering their short stories in the Radio 2 

500 Words and 'A Twist in the Tale' competitions. 
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NINETY young linguists set sail for the continent dur-

ing February half term to sample the sights and 

sounds of France. 

The pupils braved a night on very rough seas before 

arriving safely in Bruges, their first port of call. 

Bouts of seasickness did not deter them from sam-

pling the many different varieties of chocolate on of-

fer in the shops of the quaint Belgian town. 

                                             

      

         

     

        

Sampling the chocolate in Bruges 

Before arriving at the French capital, the pupils were 

taken to the poignant Tyne Cot memorial, a cemetery 

to the dead and missing soldiers of the First World 

War.  They also drove through the nearby Menin 

Gate in Ypres. 

 

 

 

 

 

                               

       

Tyne Cot Memorial, Ypres 

Then it was off to Paris, engaging in activities includ-

ing a walk round Montmatre and a visit to the Sacre 

Coeur, taking in the Mona Lisa at the Louvre Museum 

and visiting the Eiffel Tower. The pupils also had an 

unexpected treat when they visited Notre Dame Ca-

thedral where a service and procession of light was 

taking place. 

An evening tour of Paris and a trip down the 

Seine rounded the day off nicely. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally a day at Disneyland was on the menu, 

with pupils enjoying the thrills and spills of the 

rides. 

Organiser, Miss Sephton, said: ‘It was the largest 

group we have ever taken away with us and they 

were brilliantly behaved and the trip was a com-

plete success.’ 

Fun in France 
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IT WAS two years running of success with 

sums when pupils came in the top ten 
schools … out of a huge 1,700, … when 

they participated in an annual mathematical 

challenge.                                                                      Pupils celebrating Manga success! 

 

For the second year, Saint Michael’s pupils participated in the Manga High ‘Fai-Tea’ – a competition of UK 
vs US schools on the anniversary of the Boston Tea Party.  
  
The photograph shows the top 50 pupils from receiving an ‘I Love Maths – Geektastic’ pen. Congratulations 
to all pupils who contributed during the challenge. 

Mathematically minded. 
GOLD, silver and bronze awards were presented to mathe-

matically minded youngsters following their success in the 
Intermediate Maths Challenge. 

 
Out of the 66 pupils who entered the national contest, 51 of 

them achieved scores in the top 40% of the 300,000 en-

tries, making them an award winner. 
 

Organiser, Mr Neville, writes: ‘This is a huge increase on last 
year’s results (34 certificates from 55 entries) and shows 

once again the depth of mathematical talent we have in school.  
 

Congratulations to all the certificate winners, and in particular to Samantha Darbyshire, Alex Walton, 

and Phoebe Howe (Year 11), Callum Berry, Alexander Thompson, and Thomas Heywood (Year 10) 
who all got Gold certificates. 

 
Special mentions also go to James Wilson, Harry Hulme (both Year 9) and Alexander Thompson whose 

scores placed them in the top 2000 in their year groups and qualified them for a follow-on round.  

 
Callum Berry scored in the top 500 of Year 10 entrants and sat a Mathematical Olympiad paper in 

which he had to provide full written solutions to 6 longer problems.  
 

Pupils from Year 7 and 8 are now coming forward to take part in the Junior Maths Challenge which will 
be held in May.  

 

We only have 50 places available for both year groups so if you are interested then let your maths 
teacher know soon to avoid disappointment!’ 

Sample Olympiad Question 
 

On Monday in the village of Newton 

the postman delivered either one, 
two, three or four letters to each 

house.  

 
The number of letters receiving four 

letters was seven times the number 
receiving one letter, and the number 

receiving two letters was five times 

the number receiving one letter. 
 

What was the mean (average) num-
ber of letters that each house  

received? 
(solution on page 14) 

Manga magnificence 
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Apprentice hopefuls? 
BUSINESS was booming for a group of Year 9 pupils when they took on the 

Chorley School Enterprise Challenge! 
 

On the 20th March, two teams of youngsters were invited to take part in the 
contest at Chorley Town Hall. 

 

In the beautiful surroundings of the Lancastrian suite our pupils spent the day creating and planning an idea 
for a new business.  

 
The scenario included them being given £5000 to start up their business, which was to go into one of the 

new retail units in the building on Market Street which used to be a McDonalds.  
 

They were challenged to create a business plan and cash flow forecast as well as marketing materials for a 

team presentation at the end of the day.  
 

To help them, there were a number of local experts on hand, including a banker, an accountant, a planning 
expert, the landlord, a marketing expert and a graphic designer, whom they could call on for help through-

out the day.  

 
Our pupils decided to create ‘Stars and Stripes’, an American-themed supermarket, selling Amercian goodies 

including pretzels and Hershey bars as well as ‘Le bar de boissons’, a high-class coffee bar and cocktail 
lounge to appeal to the more affluent local residents.  

 
Organiser, Miss Smith, said: ‘Both teams showed how well they could work together and showcase their indi-

vidual skills, and gave confident presentations which did St. Michael’s proud, but unfortunately it was not to 

be our day as the team from Holy Cross won the event with a sweet shop called ‘Tout Sweets’.  
 

‘Our pupils benefitted enormously from this day and we will certainly be attending the event next year.’ 

Digging for facts 
YOUNG historians have been digging around for fascinating facts of 

local soldiers as part of a commemorative project celebrating the 
centenary of the First World War. 

 
Year 9 pupils have all been given the name of a soldier from the 

region who died in the war.  

 
They have been encouraged to research not only the wartime expe-

riences of each individual, but also their life and work before the war and the experiences of those left 
grieving. Pupils have presented their information on a Moodle and Mahara forum, helping them make con-

nections between the casualties and sharing their experiences with other pupils. 
 

They have looked at connections including: 

* Who worked in the same mill?                                        * Who joined up at the same time?   
* Who joined the same service, regiment or battalion?  

* Who died on the same day?                                           * Who lived on the same street?   
 

Pupils have created web pages to present their individuals and made hyperlinks to reinforce the connections 

between the men who were once neighbours, colleagues or comrades. 
 

Chorley has a unique Memorial Album in Astley Hall which has been catalogued and photographed by our 
History Department on behalf of the community but also to help our pupils appreciate the impact the Great 

War had on Chorley.   
 

Organiser Mr Cree is inviting parents to contact the history department if they would like help in researching 

the casualties of Chorley or their own families. 
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Top table tennis team 

St Michael’s newsletter needs YOU!   

IF YOU are a swashbuckling fencer, a superfast swimmer or a relentless 

runner you might have a story to entertain and capture the interest of other 

pupils at St Michael’s. 

Do not hide your light under a bushel! Come and tell Miss Sephton about 

your achievements, challenges and interests and maybe motivate others to 

get active. 

TABLE tennis triumph has been celebrat-

ed this term by a team of Year 8 boys! 

After progressing through the highly 

competitive inter-tutorial competition, 

the top four boys in Year 8 represented 

Saint Michael's in the Chorley and District 

table-tennis competition.  

Organiser, Mr Henson, said: ‘The stand-

ard from all boys in the competition was 

very impressive and the Saint 

Michael's boys didn't disappoint.  

‘They put in excellent performances and 

each boy won all of their games, result-

ing in Saint Michael's being crowned as 
Chorley and District table-tennis champi-

ons.  
The talented boys with their bats! 

CONGRATULATIONS and a formal wel-
come were received by St Michael’s 

new representatives when they attend-

ed the first Chorley Youth Council. 
 

Ellen Macleod, Year 9, and Lucy Breth-
erton, Year 7, who were elected to be 

our school reps before Christmas, went 
to the event on March 6th. 

 

On the evening, Kim Snape, who is a 
Chorley Borough and County Councillor 

and the Young People's Champion for 
Lancashire County Council, and John 

Gordon, the Head of the Young Peo-

ple's Service, joined the young people 
for their celebration. 

 
Youth Council members also internally 

elected their senior roles. Youngsters 
standing for a role gave in-depth 

speeches and Lily Abbott, 14, was 

elected Deputy Member of Youth Parliament and Arden How-

kins, 14, elected as a Funding Champion. 

 
The young people also met with members of Chorley Chil-

dren and Young People's Trust to launch the 'What's Out 
There?' booklet which Youth Council members have been 

part of designing. The booklet lists all the regular youth ac-
tivities in Chorley. 

Youth council 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Hv_kN_5wOj8_hM&tbnid=GDvwwRq9oEpTDM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmemegenerator.net%2FYour-Country-Needs-You&ei=usJSUsL7H4XL0QXRs4H4Bg&psig=AFQjCNERdoQ2T5kL5T-EA_lofX


P A G E  9  

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  N E W S  

SIXTY keen geographers set 

their sights on a weekend of 

fun and frolics in Snowdonia in 
February. 

 
The cold weather did not deter 

the pupils who engaged in ac-

tivities including gorge scram-

bling, den building and investi-

gating the impact of tourism in 
the region. 

 
They stayed at the FSC centre, 

Rhyd-y-creuau, in Betws-y-Coed 
for the weekend, located in the 

beautiful Snowdonia National 

Park in North Wales.   
   

Students enjoyed the comforts 
of a well furbished centre which 

had its own student common 

room, games room, and tuck 
shop.  

 
 

 
All food in the 

centre was made 

from organic 
local produce 

and being an 
'eco-centre', all 

waste had to be 

carefully dis-
posed of.  

  
 

 

Go-getting geographers 

CHRISTIAN service and leadership were celebrated when the Bishop of Blackburn came to St Michael’s 

this half term. 
 

Bishop Julian presented Year 10 pupils with 
their well-deserved awards in a special ceremo-

ny held in the Training Suite. 

  
After a Lent communion service attended by 

pupils, staff, governors and parents, the Bishop 
handed out Archbishop of York Young Leaders 

Awards and St Michael's Christian Service 
Awards. 

  

Pupils were congratulated on the hard work 
they put in to gain these awards. 

 
They have been involved in community based 

projects including working with old people and 

helping organise activities in a primary school. 
 

One pupil said: 'I really enjoyed doing the Archbishop of York Award and I want to help the Year 9s who 
are doing it this year'. 

Christian service celebration 

Mr Clark says: 'I was very proud to 

take a group of St Michael's stu-
dents to this centre. Students were 

really well behaved and really got 
stuck into the challenging and excit-

ing activities that took place.  

 
‘Centre staff, from kitchen staff to 

activity leaders, praised the pupils 
and were eager for us to book 

again next year.'  
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Oxbridge training 
FIFTEEN Year 9 pupils were encouraged to ‘think outside the box’ when they attended 

as ‘Oxbridge Bound’ activity day at Runshaw College. 
The Able, Gifted and Talented pupils honed their critical thinking skills by examining 

case studies on the day this half term. 

Organiser, Mr Heywood, said: ‘The pupils all enjoyed the day and it was a really 
worthwhile experience.’ 

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  N E W S  

Andrea writes… 

 
After the end of another exciting term packed full of 
activity - I have really mixed emotions about leaving St 
Michael's. I'm so excited about working with the Lon-
don Ambulance Service but I'm gutted I can't bring 
everyone at school with me!  
 
I will deeply miss all the pupils, staff and members of 
the wider school community having shared so much 
over the last five years. 
  
I have thought a lot about the differences between my 
current role in school and my new job. I am expecting 
many changes but the following bible verse is the atti-
tude that I pray God will teach me:  

‘Whatever you do, whether in speech or action, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus.’  
Colossians 3:17 
  
The apostle Paul is writing to Christians in the New Testament reminding them that their faith in 
Jesus should make anything they do in every area of their lives distinctive. My role here in school 
has been to share the good news of God's love and forgiveness in my words and actions and this 
will continue in my new job- although it my day to do activities will be very different!  
  
My prayer for school is that the good news of God's love and forgiveness will affect the speech 
and actions of everyone who works and learns at St Michael's. 
 
It has been a privilege to be part of 'Team St Michael's' and I will always be grateful for the sup-
port and opportunities I have been blessed with during my time here. Although I don't want to 
see any of you when I am at work in an ambulance (!) I am looking forward to catching up with 
pupils and staff when they are in London for school trips and I will come back to visit! 

                                                                                                Andrea 

 A fond farewell to Andrea 
At the end of this half term Andrea Jackson, our Christian Youth 

Worker of five years, will be leaving us for pastures new! She will be 
working alongside paramedics in London! We will all miss her cheery 
smile and friendly approachable nature and wish her all the best with 

her new ventures!  
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Abigail and Ella on the delicatessen 

FOUR more hardworking Year 
10 pupils sampled the world of 

work, thanks to this term’s 

Booth’s project. 

Lauren Kuczera, Harry Jen-
nings, Abigail Nicholson and 

Ella Finnigan were the lucky 

participants who spent two 
weeks working in the Chorley 

store. 

Lauren hard at work 

The focus of the project is to 
highlight to pupils the im-

portance of employability skills, 
such as communication, prob-

lem- solving and team work, 

and how these fit into the real 
world of work.  

The first week begins with a full 

induction programme designed 

for pupils to think about the 
retail sector and the administra-

tion side of a supermarket.  

Pupils were shown how each 

department operates, before 
being given specific tasks to 

work on independently.  

In week 2 
our pupils then had the chance to 

specialise in an area of the busi-

ness where they had the most 
interest.  

Ella and Abigail chose to work be-

hind the Delicatessens, Eleanor 

opted for Licensed, whilst Harry 
was all smiles behind the tills! 

Organiser and Curriculum Leader 
for Living Education, Miss Brown, 

said: “This project gives our pupils 
a chance to explore their interests 

and build up their confidence in a 
working environment.  

“We are extremely proud of all 

that they have achieved – well 

done!” 

Booths Project ... phase 3 

Duke of Edinburgh Achievers! 
PHYSICAL prowess, voluntary work and a two day expedition were just some of the gruelling 

challenges undertaken by our very first Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award winners. 

Daniel Green, James Everitt, Elizabeth Dearden, Ella Nightingale, Rhiannon Monk Winstanley 

and Katie Winstanley were presented with their certificates by the Bishop of Blackburn after 

a Lent Communion in the Training Suite. 

They have worked tirelessly on their various projects, supported by St Michael’s staff and a 

team of experts at Anderton Water Sports Centre, Rivington. 

Pupils in Years 9 and 10 are just starting out on their Bronze Award and organisers report an 

encouraging uptake by pupils in these years. 

Harry working on the tills 
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BRILLIANT badminton player 

Year 10’s Tom Price is celebrat-

ing success after he was select-

ed to represent Chorley. 

Tom has been playing badmin-

ton since Year 8 in school, but 

also attending a club at Chorley 

Leisure Centre. 

His coach, Laurie Blythe, spotted 

his talent and invited him to join 

the Clayton Crusaders, before 

selecting him to represent Chor-

ley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom will be mixing with players of 

all ages and playing games in the 

Lancashire league. 

Tom said: ‘I am very excited to be 

representing Chorley in the Lanca-

shire League and I can’t wait to 

start playing matches.’ 

Badminton brilliance 

STEM club 
REAL-LIFE project work to build a test rig for Sellafield 
Nuclear Reprocessing Site was the challenge set for 

members of the STEM Club this term. 

Two teams of pupils have been successful in gaining 

places on the project which is run by local Chorley engi-
neering firm NIS. 

The pupils involved have been working on presentations,  
working out costs involved and writing risk assessments 

for their projects.  

Public speaking 
PIPPED to the post in the third round of competition, the 

top team of St Michael’s public speakers bowed out of 
the nationwide contest with dignity! 

 
The three Year 11 pupils had made it through two re-

gional heats before finally being defeated in Wrexham 

last weekend. 
 

Madeleine Davies-Brown, James Everitt and Alexander 
Walton had been taking part in the Rotary Club’s ‘Speak 

Up’ competition and had already beaten teams of sixth 
formers to win through to the latest round. 

 

The team spoke on the topics of ‘Teenage Stress’ and ‘The Impact of Social Networks.’  
James Everitt had previously won the individual prize as Best Chairperson in both competitions and Alex-

ander Walton won Best Proposer. 
 

Organiser, Mr Heywood, said: ‘Our pupils were absolutely outstanding. They were up against teams of 

sixth formers except for one other school team and they were brilliant.’ 
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Lancashire Champions 

Karting ‘Classes’ 

Drivers are entered into the various ‘Classes’ according to the size, weight and engine of 

their particular kart. Different Classes and size of carts are relative to the age and experi-

ence of each driver.  

YOUNG athletes from St Michael’s are celebrating being crowned Lancashire champions after winning a 

regional competition. 

 

More than 20 different schools from 14 districts of Lancashire competed in the championship entering 

teams of Year 7 and 8 boys and girls. And a team of our Year 8 girls emerged victorious! 

 

Organiser, Mr Henson, said: ‘The Year 8 girls were already familiar with the competition having won 

through the same competition last year. They performed magnificently again despite the field being real-

ly strong. 

 

‘It was the Year 7 boys’ first taste of such a large competition, but they were not fazed and set about 

each event with great enthusiasm. They were amazing and thoroughly enjoyed the experience.’ 

 

The girls were supposed to represent Lancashire in the Regional finals, but sadly Northwest Athletics 

would not provide the money to stage the competition and it was abandoned! 

PUPILS past and present were lapping 

up the praise after a scooping a pletho-
ra of prizes in a karting competition. 

 
Team St Michael’s returned with a total 

of three trophies, including two first 

places and a fourth place at the compe-
tition held at Hooton Park, Ellesmere 

Port. 
James Scanlon won 1st place in a Class 

11, competing against 16 other karters.  
      Merrick Crook also came 4th in the same category. 
 

Oliver Livesey won 1st place in Class 15, beating 18 other 
drivers!  

 

Zoe Mather and James Harbot also achieved success in their 
Classes and Year 7 Nathan Howard also joined the team in 

the Novice section. 
 

Anyone interested in starting karting can contact team leader 

David Hull on djhulluk@aol.com  

Triumphs on 

the track! 
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Maths Challenge Solution … Mr Neville explains... 
There may be several ways to solve this problem but this is one of the more straightforward. 
At the end of the question you need to calculate the mean number of letters per house; to do 

so you will need to calculate the total number of letters delivered and divide it by the total 
number of houses. Let’s start by saying that x houses received one letter. This means that 

the number of houses receiving two letters was 5x . We don’t know how many houses re-

ceived 3 letters so let’s call this y for now. The number of houses receiving 4 letters is 7x . 
So the total number of houses is: x + 5x + y + 7x which simplifies to  13x + y. As for the 

total number of letters delivered, we need to multiply the number of letters delivered (1,2,3 
or 4) by the number of houses which received each number. This gives us 1 x x , then 2 x 

5x, then 3 x y, and finally 4 x 7x. If we add these together we get:   x + 10x +3y + 28x 
which simplifies to  to  39x + 3y. Lastly we divide 39x + 3y  by 13x + y, which gives us an 

exact answer of 3 letters per house on average (which incidentally also explains why we did-
n’t need to know how many houses received 3 letters!)uses received 3 letters!). 

Netballers basket all the awards! 
ONE deciding goal separated the victorious St Michael’s girls from Parkland’s netballers in the 

regional tournament this half term. 
 

Year 7 teams from all the schools in Chorley en-
tered the competition with both our A and B 

teams emerging as winners in their sections. 

 
The A team won 4 out of 5 games losing 1 by 1 

goal. It all came down to the last match against 
Parklands that the girls needed to win without 

them scoring more than half our score. 
 

After a tight game our A team won 5-2 meaning 

they were tournament victors by one goal! 
 

The B team won all their matches except one which they drew, meaning they were unbeaten 
throughout. 

 

Curriculum Leader for PE, Mrs Dempster, said: ‘I am exceptionally proud of the girls for all the 
hard work they have put into training this year and the support of parents has been excellent.  

 
‘The standard of netball in the Chorley area is fantastic and promises a lot for the Lancashire 

tournaments.’ 

BASIC medical training has been on 

the menu for Year 10 pupils this 
term. 

How to treat pains, sprains and 
strains were amongst the complaints dealt with on the course, delivered by PE teacher Miss 

Makinson. 

Pupils also learnt about the priorities of treatment for a casualty, CPR, how to use a defibrillator, 
stopping bleeds and treating burns. 

Pupils will receive a certificate of attendance which they can then put into their portfolio and they 
can also mention it on their CVs. 

Miss Makinson said: ‘It has been a very worthwhile course and all pupils have been engaged and 

responded well.’ 

Pains, sprains and strains! 


