
the curriculum.  One such 
occasion this half term was 

the school’s involvement in 

the ‘Festival of Remem-
brance’ at Chorley Town Hall 

on Saturday 8 November and 
the Cenotaph service the day 

after.  I trust parents and 
carers will have noticed the 

poppy on the cross at the 

front of school, a poignant 
reminder of the sacrifice of 

service men and women over 
the last 100 years. 

                                        

We are all very much looking 
forward to our production of 

‘Bugsy Malone’ in February 
next year.  Staff, along with 

the cast, musicians and set 
and costume designers, are 

all fully committed to the re-

hearsal schedule – we cannot 
wait for what promises to be 

an amazing performance! 
 

Plans for our 50th anniversary 

celebrations next year are 
underway.  We are grateful 

to God and the generations 
of Chorley people who have 

supported St Michael’s so 

magnificently over the years.  
We are looking forward to a 

number of events throughout 
the year including a service 

of thanksgiving, celebration 
dinner, whole school photo-
graph, an exhibition of St 

Michael’s over half a century 

and an open day.  Please 

watch out for details on our 
website and in the local 

press. 
 

Thank you to parents and 

carers of past and existing 
pupils who continue to say 

such positive and complimen-
tary comments about this 

school.  Once again we are 

December 2014 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

After a very busy and ex-
tremely productive half 

term we are now enjoying 
the season of Advent at St 

Michael’s with all its accom-
panying festivities and cele-

brations. 

 
One of the highlights was to 

welcome the Archbishop of 
York, The Most Rev and Rt 

Hon Dr John Sentamu, to St 

Michael’s along with Bishop 
Julian for a Vocations Con-

ference attended by senior 
pupils from across the re-

gion who were seeking 
God’s heart for their future 

career.   

Archbishop Sentamu 

opened the conference, 
offered his own testimony 

and answered questions 
from the young people.  

Whilst the Archbishop was 
here he also blessed the 

ground and cut the first turf 

for the new build.  I am 
pleased to announce that 

planning permission has 
been granted and work be-

gins this week on the foot-

ings.  Undoubtedly, there 
will be some inconvenience 

with the main drive being 
out of action, but hopefully, 

as with all other building 
work, the reward of a new 

Library resource area which 

will incorporate a ground 
floor Chapel, will be worth 

it! 

                                       
We were also delighted to 

welcome the Very Reverend 
Christopher Armstrong, 

Dean of Blackburn Cathe-
dral, as our principal guest 

at Awards Evening.  Once 

again this evening  cele-
brated not only the fantas-

tic examination success of 
our young people but rec-

ognised all they did at 

school during their five 
years to enrich our learning 

community, and in doing 
so, fulfil our mission state-

ment of ‘pursuing excel-
lence, serving God and 

celebrating the unique-

ness of each individual’.  
Well done to all last year’s 

Year 11. We are very proud 
of you and wish you every 

success in the future be-

cause you deserve it! 
In his speech the Dean en-

couraged us to continue to 
maintain and even extend 

such impressively high 

standards, all within a 
Christian context.   

 
Our present Year 11 are 

working extremely hard in 
preparing for their ‘mock 

examinations’ (Thursday 11 

December to Wednesday 
17 December).  We are 

encouraged and impressed 
by their maturity and dili-

gence. 

 
As you will see in this 

newsletter our pupils con-
tinue to make the whole 

school community proud by 
being involved in many ac-

tivities and events beyond 

Message from the Headteacher 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 4  I S S U E  1 3  

        HIGHLIGHTS 

 
P2 Netball stars 

 
P3 The Archbishop  

     comes to call 

 
P4  Trip to Europe 

       
P5 St Michael’s  

      remembers 
 

P6 Dr Rosser finds  

         fame 
      

P7  Olivia swims to  
        success 

 

P8 Awards Evening 
 

p9 Research your  
     family history 

 
P10 Christmas  

     Celebrations 

 
p11 Chloe raises  

       funds 
 

P12 Fancy food 

 
P13 E-Safety 

 
P14 Inspirational 

         STEM 

 
P15 Clothes Show 

 
P16  Dance news 

 
P17  Booths Project 
 
 
  

P.T.O. 



P A G E  2  

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

Mrs Heaton continues… 

 

over subscribed for the September 
2015 intake.  There is no doubt 

that ‘word of mouth’ recommenda-

tions remain one of the best en-
dorsements for a school such as 

ours. 
 

Details about ‘Unavoidable 
School Closure’ are included in 

this newsletter. Please may I ask 

that you read this information 
carefully and ensure that should 

we be forced to close school during 
the school day, you have made 

contingency plans for your child. 

The school website will be the 
main source of information should 

we be forced to close:  http://
www.saint-michaels.com,  School-

comms and our Twitter page will 

also send out this information. 
I assure you that school will only 

be closed after due consideration 

of the health and safety of 

everyone who learns and 
works here at St Michael’s.  

 
Similarly, we ask that you 

would ensure your child takes 

extra care when walking home 
from school, walking in at 

least pairs or small groups, 
especially on these dark eve-

nings. Please also press upon 
them the importance of taking 

care on the roads. 

 
Please could I draw your at-

tention to information in the 
Newsletter from one of our 

feeder primary schools, St 

George’s, who are inviting any 
graduates interested in be-

coming a primary teacher to 
attend school-led teaching 

training.   

 

The traditional Christmas Carol 

Service will take place at St Paul’s 
Church on Railway Road, Adling-

ton, on Wednesday 17 December 
at 18.30.  Governors parents and 

carers, pupils and staff are all 

warmly welcome! 
 

Term ends on Friday 19 Decem-
ber at 13.00.  Buses have been 

ordered for that time, following 
the morning Christmas Services. 

As always, thank you for your 

continued support and for send-
ing your wonderful and special 

children to St Michael’s. 
 

I wish you all a very restful and 

peaceful Christmas and a happy 
New Year  

 
J Heaton 

Mrs J Heaton 

NETBALLING stars of Year 11 

spent a fun-packed few days tak-
ing on teams from the south when 

they went on a weekend tourna-
ment. 

 

And the team emerged victorious bringing home the first place trophy! 
 

‘We won all the games except one,’ enthuses team player Charlotte Warren. ‘It was really good fun and 
we all played really well. I was proud that we won!’ 

 
The nine netballers went to Boreatton Park in Shropshire for the event in October and played against five 

other teams. They also took part in ‘ice-breaking’ activities as well as trying abseiling, zip wiring and going 

on a trapeze! 
 

Year 11 team member Monica Maher said; ‘We all had a really 
good time and it was a good experience. We also met an Eng-

land netballer and she told us she enjoyed watching us play.’ 

Netball stars! 

http://www.saint-michaels.com
http://www.saint-michaels.com
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Pupils at the school are involved in 

the Archbishop of York Award 

Scheme, taking part in various ac-

tivities of service in the local com-

munity. 

OUR prospective new chapel and learning centre 

received a holy blessing when the Archbishop of 
York visited St Michael’s. 

 
Pupils, staff and governors were both honoured and 

humbled when Dr John Sentamu came to the 
school to lead an act of worship and take part in a 

vocations conference in the Training Suite. 

 
He also took time to bless the ground of the new 

‘state of the art’ building development at the front 
of school. 

 

The Archbishop said prayers over the area before 
taking up a spade and cutting the turf. 

 
Headteacher, Mrs Julie Heaton, said: ‘We are very 

honoured that Dr John Sentamu came to St 
Michael’s and that he took the time to bless the site 

of our new building project.’ 

The Archbishop comes to call! 
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said: ‘My day at Auschwitz was depressing but we 
learnt a lot about what happened there and how 

gruesome it was. 

 
‘It helped me picture life how it would have been 

and it made me feel very sorry for the families.’ 
 

Pupils also visited the Jewish Galicia Museum in 
Krakow, listening to an account by a Jewish Holo-

caust survivor explaining the brutality of her early 

life under German occupation. 

The final days were spent in Prague, passing by the 
Jewish graveyard and visiting the Church of St Cyril 

and Methodius, as well as taking a boat trip down 
the River Vltava. 

 

Organiser and German teacher, Miss Sephton, said: 
‘The pupils had a fantastic and very memorable trip 

experiencing the history of the World Wars and the 
Cold War at their source. We were all very moved 

by our experiences at Auschwitz and it really 
helped to bring to life what pupils were learning in 

the classroom, especially the horrors of war.’ 

THE horrors of the Holocaust were 
brought to life for pupils taking part 

on a first school trip to Auschwitz 

Concentration Camp. 
 

More than 50 pupils from Years 9-11 
took part in the educational visit 

which not only saw them experiencing 
the history around Krakow, Poland, 

but also Berlin and Prague. 

 
In Berlin they learnt about the Second 

World War and the Cold War, visiting 
the Holocaust Museum, the Jewish 

Memorial, Checkpoint Charlie and the 

remaining sections of the Berlin Wall, 
as well as taking a trip up the famous 

TV Tower. 
 

Then followed a poignant two days in Krakow, 
spending a day in Auschwitz, with pupils seeing and 

hearing for themselves about the atrocities of the 

Nazi death camp. 
 

They were taken into the barracks and the sleeping 
quarters of the camp, saw the remains of suitcases, 

spectacles and hair of the prisoners and were also 
taken to the death wall and into a gas chamber. 

 

Pupil at St Michael’s, 13 year old Olivia Broome, 

Historical tour of Europe 

The whole crowd in front of the German Parliament Building in Berlin. 

Heading towards an Auschwitz gas chamber 

The remaining Berlin Wall 
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scientific context in follow-
up work. 

 

‘A large group of volun-
teers in Year 10 are working on a project with oth-

er Chorley schools to remember the casualties 
of the Royal North Lancashire Regiment 

at Festubert on 15 June 1915.   
 

‘This will culminate in an exhibition at Astley Hall 

next year. They are also working in conjunction 
with the Textile department. 

 
‘Some of this group have helped to organise and 

present a moving worship for the week of Remem-

brance Day. 
   

‘Each pupil also received a copy a replica of the 
Active Service John's Gospel that was handed out 

to troops during the war in Remembrance week.’ 
 

In addition to this, St Michael’s is working hard to 

promote its newest Tutorial Patron, Susannah 
Knight. There has been a display at Chorley Library 

curated by Chorley Heritage Centre.  
 

School has also supported local primary schools; St 

Mary's Euxton and St Gregory's, both of which are 
schools where Susannah taught. Mr Cree has 

worked with both schools, as well as St Laurence's, 
St Peter's and St Joseph's Schools to help younger 

pupils to learn about how the First World War af-

fected the soldiers and civilians of Chorley. 
 

The Music, Drama and Dance departments also 
provided a thought-provoking contribution to 

the Festival of Remembrance at Chorley Town Hall 
on 8 November.   

 

This brought home the hopes, fears and expecta-
tions of the men who volunteered for war though 

the voice of Susannah Knight and the traces of 
their lives from the Memorial Album, census mate-

rials and service records. 

MEMORIES of war are currently keeping pupils 

hooked on history at St Michael’s. 
 

This term has seen our youngsters ‘wearing poppies 
with pride’ as well being involved in many thought-

provoking activities encouraging them to appreciate 

and understand the sacrifice of soldiers throughout 
the years. 

 
History teacher, Mr Cree, writes: ‘In school we are 

pursuing several projects related to the Great War.   

 
‘Earlier in October we were fortunate to 

host a visit from Mr Alan Hughes, a for-
mer soldier, who works for Guide Dogs 

for the Blind.  He made an excellent 
presentation to Year 9 on the subject of 

gas warfare in World War 1 and its con-

nections with the origins of the Guide 
Dogs organisation.   

 
‘The Science and History departments 

worked together to prepare pupils and 

put gas warfare in its historical and  

Saint Michael’s remembers 
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‘ALL I want for Christmas is … a robotic telescope!’ 

 
This was the message from Dr Stacy Harbergham at 

a Science lecture held this term. 
 

Seventeen pupils from Years 10 and 11 at St  

Michael’s attended the event 

where the lecturer represent-
ing the National School’s Ob-

servatory illustrated the awe 
and wonder of the universe. 

 

Our pupils were among 120 from local schools 
invited to take part in the lecture which was host-

ed by Bishop Rawsthorne and funded by the Og-
den Partnership. 

Fascinating Science 

Dr Rosser finds fame! 
A STAR Science teacher has been awarded top honours 

in a prestigious national awards ceremony.  
 

Dr Zoe Rosser scooped the coveted ‘Most Dedicated 
Teacher Award’ at the House of Lords in London after 

being nominated by colleagues and associates as an in-

spiring STEM, (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics,) teacher. 

 
Dr Rosser, working with Mr Nick Donnelly, both lead the 

school extra-curricular STEM club, where pupils are en-
couraged to take part in various Science and Engineering 

activities.  

 
Pupils in all years enter competitions, take part in experi-

ments and have recently been involved in a work based 
project at Chorley based engineering firm NIS. 

 

Dr Rosser was nominated by employees at NIS, local 
STEM Ambassadors and a member of staff at St Michael’s 

who praised her for her immense dedication to the pupils 
and the club.  

 
Her commitment to encouraging girls to take an interest 

in engineering was also mentioned, as, not only has the number of female pupils involved in the club in-

creased, but also three Year 11 girls were highly commended in the recent Talent for Female Engineers 
contest.  

 
She now wins a trip to CERN in Switzerland to see the Hadron 

Collider, the world’s most powerful particle accelerator.  

 
She said: ‘I was very very shocked when they called out my name 

and my husband had to say ‘that’s you, you’ve won, go and get 
your certificate’ as I just couldn’t believe it!  

 

‘It was such a fantastic day and I feel inspired to push the stu-
dents at STEM Club further.  

 
‘Mr Donnelly and I are so pleased so many pupils keep coming to 

the Club and that they are so enthusiastic.  
 

‘We all really enjoy it!’  

 
She added: ‘The work based project with NIS has been an excel-

lent opportunity for pupils and this local firm have been very sup-
portive.’ 
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Budding Paralympian 

St Michael’s newsletter needs YOU!   

IF YOU are a swashbuckling fencer, a superfast swimmer or a relentless runner you might have a story to 

entertain and capture the interest of other pupils at St Michael’s. 

Do not hide your light under a bushel! Come and tell Miss Sephton about your achievements, challenges 

and interests and maybe motivate others to get active. 

Steps forward to A Level 

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  

A SUPER swimmer has high hopes of being a British Paralympian. 

 
Year 9 pupil, Olivia, has been swimming since she was very young and has 

been competing with the DSA, the Dwarf Sports Association, for the past 
three years. 

 

This half term she has taken part in the Open Disability Championships at 
Manchester Aquatic Centre, competing in the 100m breaststroke and 100m 

crawl, achieving a personal best time in both categories. 
 

Olivia has previously scooped medals and trophies against all age groups of competitors and this time 
even competed against National, European and World Champions! 

 

She trains every week with Chorley Marlins and swims in Manchester once a month. The competitions 
give her a chance to compete on a level playing field against other top athletes with physical impair-

ments. 
 

And Olivia has her hopes firmly set on representing Britain in future Paralympics. 

 
‘Competing is lots of fun,’ says Olivia. ‘You get to meet lots of new people. My dream is eventually to be 

in the Paralympics!’ 
 

Good luck on achieving this goal, Olivia! We will all be watching!  

GIFTED linguists were eager to experience a taste of the fu-

ture when Newman College came to school this term. 
  

23 super-keen Year 10 and 11 pupils attended the French and 
German A Level sessions where they had the chance to ask 

questions about what courses entailed and take part in an 

Advanced style lesson. 
  

Organiser, Curriculum Leader for MFL, Mrs O’Dwyer, said: ‘I was delighted so many pupils took part in 
the lessons and I really felt that they both enjoyed the experience whilst gaining a good understanding 

of what college classes are like. I hope this will inspire them to pursue language learning further after 
leaving St Michaels!’ 

IT IS VITAL that school is kept up to date with any changes of address or 

telephone numbers! 
Parents and carers are reminded of the importance of bringing in updated 

details to tutors, should situations change. 
If your child is taken ill in school or if there is an emergency we need to be 

able to make contact!                                                                                                                      

                                                                 Thank you    

Check 
your data! 
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An evening of awards 
EXCELLENT achievement and personal suc-

cess was celebrated at St Michael’s High 
School annual Awards Evening. 

 
Former Year 11 pupils returned to school to 

collect their GCSE certificates and many 

were also presented with prizes and awards 
for outstanding progress and achievement. 

 
The Very Reverend Christopher Armstrong, 

Dean of Blackburn Cathedral, addressed the 
young people and presented the awards, 

with pupils starting the evening with a per-

formance commemorating the outbreak of 
World War 1. 

 
Madeleine Davies-Brown received the Headteacher’s Award for the highest academic achievement in the year 

group, attaining 12 A*s in her GCSEs. 

 
George Everiss and Phoebe Howe shared the Chairman’s Award awarded for excellent all round achievement, 

after they both gained 10 A*s and 2 A grades in their GCSEs. 
 

Former pupil Andrew McKendrick made an appearance to collect the Further Education Award.  Andrew 
gained 3 A*s and an A grade at A level and now studies Economics at Lancaster University. 

 

Antony Leadbeater collected the Jackie Watson Memorial Award for Contribution to Drama after his tireless 
technical support in the Drama department.  

 
The Beverley Sharrock Award which recognises a former pupil who has given service to their local church 

community was presented to Rhiannon Monk-Winstanley and Lucy Mearns picked up the Dowding Award, 

presented for sporting excellence. 
 

Subject prizes for both high achievers and for pupils making excellent progress were also presented. 
 

Headteacher, Mrs Julie Heaton, said: ‘Awards Evening is one of the highlights of our school year because it is 

an evening which celebrates achievement in all its forms and an occasion for thanksgiving for how young 
people enrich our communities and lives.’ 

A FOOTBALL ‘first’ has been cele-

brated by our Year 10 football 
team who have had an impressive 

cup run this year in the English 
Schools FA competition.  

 

The boys progressed through to the fourth round and the last 128 teams in the country out of over 1000 
who entered and they are the first team we have had to get to this stage in the contest. 

 
PE teacher, Mr Kennedy, said: ‘I am very proud of the boys who have achieved this. 

 
‘They were involved in one of the ‘ties of the round’ in their last game, coming back from 3-0 to win the tie 6

-4 after extra time.  

 
‘It was a wonderful, courageous performance, which highlighted the amazing team spirit and togetherness 

that the boys have. 
 

‘I am very proud to have been part of this little adventure and look forward to our football tour of Holland in 

the Easter break next year in 2015.’ 

Fabulous footballers! 

S A I N T  

M I C H A E L ’ S  

N E W S  
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Research your family! 
A FASCINATING First 

World War family 
history workshop has 

been held at St 
Michael’s this half 

term. 

 
Pupils, parents and friends were invited to school to 

research their own ancestors and investigate their 
involvement in the Great War. 

 
This was organised by History teacher Mr Cree as 

part of our on-going commitment to provide oppor-

tunities for engaging with the past. 
 

 
The Lancashire Family History and Heraldry Society also of-

fered their time and expertise. 

 
The workshop explored the impact of the First World War on 

families or communities using Census returns, Service Rec-
ords, Trade Directories and the Registers for births, marriag-

es and deaths. 
 

Mr Cree said: ‘It was a surprising evening for many of the 

visitors who had not had the opportunity to pursue real his-
torical research before.’ 

 
 

The event was over-subscribed and a further workshop will 

be organised early in the new year for those who missed out 
the first time around.   

 
Parents and friends are invited to get in touch if you are inter-

ested in getting involved so further events to research per-

sonal histories 
can be 

planned.  

Have your chance to win! 

                       JOIN our 200 club! 
 

St Michael’s 200 Club is a school based lottery for all parents, carers and friends to join where the pupils 

also feel the winning benefits! 

 
Money is collected annually and it is £12 for the year. Half of the money raised is issued as prizes and half 

is then allocated to different departments in school as extra funding.  
 

It is possible to join mid year but payment needs adjusting. Winners are given cheques via their son/

daughter and it is published on Moodle and the school website. 

History teacher Miss Smiles helping 
with the research.  
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CHRISTMAS celebrations are 
well underway at St Michael’s! 

 

To mark the start of Advent, 
pupils have created the Nativi-

ty scene and wrapped pre-
sents for a display in the en-

trance hall to help make the 
message of Christmas clear to 

pupils, staff and visitors alike. 

 
The Christmas services in school 

are also being prepared. 

Christmas cheer 

And this year pupils are in for a 

surprise, as may staff have vol-

unteered to take 
part in a Staff Nativ-

ity! 
 

‘Lots of pupils who 

normally get involved in the services are very busy at the 
moment with either Year 11 or Year 10 exams,’ explains 

Christian Youth Worker, Dan Bishop, ’so we thought it 
would be fun to have staff get involved. 

 
‘Hopefully it will be a surprise who is in it and what they are 

playing.’ 

YEAR 11 pupils are setting sail for France on 

Friday for a few days of festive fun! 
 

Christmas markets and the flavours of Paris 
are on the menu for our eldest pupils as they 

take a well earned break from their studies 
and exams. 

Festive fun in 

 France! 

Carol Service 
 

 
OUR school Christmas carol service 

will be held at 18.30 on Wednesday 
17 December at St Paul’s Church, 

Adlington. 

 
Everyone is welcome to take part in 

the traditional service of carols and 
readings and there will also be an ad-

dress by the Rev David Arnold. 
 

The Chapel Choir and Training Choir 

will be joined by a harpist for the 
evening who will not only accompany 

carols, but also play pieces for Christ-
mas by Benjamin Britten. 

 

Coffee and mince pies will be availa-
ble following the service. 

OUR YOUNG Art enthusiasts are hard at work busily painting the 
sets for the pending production. 

 

Curriculum Leader for Technology, Mrs Cardwell, says: ‘Year 8 
and 10 pupils are currently doing a fantastic job helping the Art 

Department to paint the sets for Bugsy Malone. 
 

‘Hopefully soon it will all start to come together and the pupils will 
be able to view all their hard work as it starts to appear on 

stage.’ 

Set painting for Bugsy 
Paris in the festive season 

Set painters hard at work 
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Rose Queen Chloe 
CHURCH Rose Queen and keen dancer, Year 8 pupil Chloe, 

has been praised for her amazing fundraising efforts and 
support of Mountain Rescue and Air Ambulance, after she 

was airlifted to safety earlier this year. 
 

Thirteen-year-old Chloe was taking part in the Egg Rolling 

on Rivington Pike on Good Friday with her cousin and fa-
ther when she slipped and fell, resulting in a horrific knee 

injury. 
‘I was just going down the hill and I fell over,’ explains 

Chloe. ‘My knee hit a rock and split open and then I fell 
asleep. I remember waking up and my hip was really hurt-

ing and then I waited about two hours for a helicopter to 

arrive. 
 

‘I touched my knee and could feel the skin lift off. I wasn’t 
scared but I remember asking, ‘Can I still dance?’ My 

cousin kept me happy while we waited for the helicopter. 

 
‘When they arrived they put me on a stretcher that 

was a bit like a chair and lifted me into the air. My 
dad couldn’t come with me but had to drive to the 

hospital so I was all by myself in the helicopter.’ 
 

Chloe was airlifted to 

hospital by the Bolton 
Mountain Rescue, 

spending days in Alder 
Hey Hospital in Liver-

pool and undergoing 

an operation. X-rays 
proved her hip was 

luckily not broken, but 
she had to have stitch-

es all around her    

   knee. 
 

‘The worst thing was I didn’t eat anything for four days 
except a piece of toast,’ she says. ‘They kept saying I was 

going to have the operation and then putting it off be-
cause other people kept coming in who were emergencies. 

 

‘I was OK until I was told I was need an injection and I 
cried when I saw the needle! I had twelve injections that 

day and that was awful because I don’t like needles!  
 

When my mum 

arrived she near-
ly fainted when 

they took the 
bandages off my 

knee and she 
saw it. I didn’t 

like putting my 

leg down be-
cause I could  

     see the bone. 

Now Chloe is well on the road to recovery 

and is keen to give something back to the 
people who helped her. 

 
She is this year’s St Peter’s Rose Queen and 

has opted to support the Bolton Mountain 

Rescue and Air Ambulance that provided 
the help for her, organising fund raising 

events as part of her Church role. 
 

She has now raised more than £600 by or-
ganising events including a tea dance, raf-

fles and bake sale and has presented the 

money to both causes. 

 

Even her Grandad has helped with her fund 
raising, making £190 from his 80th birthday 

by asking people to give donations rather 

than buying him presents! 
 

Chloe has been dancing for eight years and 
the tea dance was her idea. She performed 

with her partner Bradley as part of the 

event. Chloe dances at Dance Land in Little 
Hulton and does Ballroom, Latin, Modern 

and Classical Dance. 
 

‘Everyone was really helpful,’ she says. ‘Lots 
of people came to watch us dance and then 

had a dance themselves. We asked for raf-

fle prizes and we only expected a few but 
we got seven tables full! 

 
‘We asked if anyone from Mountain Rescue 

could come and I was really pleased when 

they came. They brought some rescue cars 
so people could see them.’ 

 
Chloe is now preparing more fundraising 

events to help the causes which are so 
close to her heart. She is hoping to organ-

ise a Drive In Movie night, a car treasure 

hunt and a ‘Onesie’ Disco. 
 

‘We are hoping to raise £1,200 all together,’ 
she said. ‘Everyone was so nice when I had 

my accident. I liked giving them the big 

cheque.’ 

 

Chloe and her partner Bradley performing at the tea dance 

The helicopter arriving in Rivington 

Chloe presenting her cheque 
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CREATIVE cuisine and colourful cocktails have been on 
the menu for the budding chefs of St Michael’s this term. 

 

The Food Technology department have been incredibly 
active with competitions and cookery clubs galore! 

 
Year 8 pupils have been making a seasonal soup and 

have achieved the Sainsbury’s 1 Star Chef Award which 
focuses on the development of practical skills, applying 

healthy eating messages and investigating food choice.  

 
Tom Briggs and Robert Jones in Year 9 have also won 

through to the Local Final of the FutureChef competition. 
 

This is a contest aimed at 12-16 year olds which 

inspires pupils to learn about food, cooking , budgeting and presentation.  
 

In the School Heats participants had to prepare and cook a hot 
main course for two people.  

 
The Food Technolo-

gy Department has 

also been running a 
popular Christmas 

Club for Year 8 pu-
pils who are inter-

ested in developing 

their cookery skills 
or who just want to 

cook for fun. This 
year pupils have 

made and decorated 

a Christmas cake. 
 

 
 

 
Year 8 pupils have also been busy designing a 

fruity non-alcoholic cocktail.  

 
Congratulations to the winners Thomas Gillespie 

and Peter Metcalfe.  Their recipe will be available 
during the school production of Bugsy Malone. 

Fancy Food and creative chefs 

Future Chefs taking a moment away from their cooking! 

Christmas cakes under production 

The judges scrutinize the entries 

Cocktail makers at work! 
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E-Safety issues! 
Just a reminder that Safer Internet Day is Tuesday 10 February 2015 so the 

week commencing Monday 9 February will be Safer Internet Week at school.  
 

Our second ESafety Evening for parents will be held in March, date to be con-
firmed.  

 

At this evening we offer guidance to parents about the safe use of social media 
and smartphone technology.  

 
Parents and carers can view information regarding E-Safety at http://

moodle.saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk/course/view.php?id=4576  and on the 
school website as http://www.saint-michaels.com/e-safety . 

 

CHRISTMAS is a-coming… 
 

...and if Christmas will bring 
your child a laptop, tablet, con-
sole or smartphone you might 
want to take a moment to stop 

and think about E-Safety  
matters! 

 

Here are some top tips from our 
ICT department on how to be 

‘Internet Savvy!’ 
 

Consider changing the parental  

controls  
Setting up a filter on the home inter-

net connection can help you to filter 
any inappropriate content getting 

through to their devices. The majority 

of internet providers make this easy 
to do and we have provided links to a 

range of videos, which demonstrate 
and explain how on Moodle. 

Ensure their privacy settings are set high  

On social networking sites and within appli-
cations (on their phones and tablets), there 

are often more privacy options than you 
think.  It is worth checking that they are all 

set to private or friends only. Tip: When us-

ing game consoles you can change the set-
tings to ‘Family Access.’ The parental access 

given within this area will allow you to 
amend a variety of security features. 

Agree some ground rules  

Set out your expectations and bound-
aries for when they are using the de-

vices. For example; when they can 
use the devices to go online and for 

how long?  

Talk to your child  

Advise them about who to talk to if 
something goes wrong, preferably an 

adult. Try to keep an open dialogue. 
They often keep problems unreported 

for fear of losing access to the devic-

es they treasure.  

If you or your child are 

worried or upset about 
something which has hap-

pened on the internet 
there is help out there.  

For more information and 

advice, please follow some 
of the links below:  

https://
www.thinkuknow.co.uk 

 
http://ceop.police.uk/

safetycentre/  

 
http://

www.internetmatters.org/ 
  

http://

www.saferinternet.org.uk/ 
  

http://www.childnet.com/  

On Moodle we have 

produced an e-safety 
section where we 

have created a pupil 
and parent guide to e

-safety, as well as 

compiling a list of 
useful links.  E-Safety 

Top Tips are going to 
follow in all future 

newsletters.  

http://moodle.saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk/course/view.php?id=4576
http://moodle.saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk/course/view.php?id=4576
http://www.saint-michaels.com/e-safety
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://ceop.police.uk/safetycentre/
http://ceop.police.uk/safetycentre/
http://www.internetmatters.org/
http://www.internetmatters.org/
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
http://www.childnet.com/
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ent hands-on activi-
ties. 

 

These included: 
 

Robot wars; where 
students selected ro-

bots to complete 
tasks in opposing 

teams. 

 
A stereotype interactive quiz.  

A range of drawing board tasks, 

such as a bodyspray that can 
change its smell and sports cloth-

ing that helps you keep cool. 
 

Building wind turbines; to see 
which can create the largest pos-

sible voltage. 

COOKING popcorn using a heat 

lamp and an earthquake simula-
tion were just two of the demon-

strations that got pupils thinking 

when they watched a STEM ca-
reers based talk this half term.  

 
Pupils in Year 9 were lucky 

enough to have the opportunity 
to take part in the Science, Tech-

nology, Engineering and Mathe-

matics display and involve them-
selves in a follow-up workshop.  

 
St Michael’s High school was one 

of only 18 schools in the North 
West that has had the chance to 

see the ‘Science made Simple’ 

demonstration, presented by 
Becca Smithers, on behalf of  

Tomorrow’s Engineers.  
 

They are an organisation who 

promote all things STEM includ-
ing things such as engineering 

careers, advice on study and pos-
sible apprenticeships. 

Volunteers had a competition to 

see who could generate the most 

electricity from kinetic energy by 

waving specially designed gloves. 

Four engineers came to St 
Michael’s on Monday 1 December 

to hold a workshop giving pupils 

an opportunity to do four differ-

Organiser of the events, Dr 
Rosser, said: ‘I am very grateful to 

a large number of staff who were 

involved throughout the day and 
supported the students and all of 

these activities.  
 

‘The students I spoke to had en-
joyed all their engineering activi-

ties and had found the whole pro-

cess informative and thought pro-
voking. 

 
‘Engineers have changed the world 

we currently live in and our stu-

dents could be the next generation 
of engineers who will change their 

world!’ 
 

For more information see http://
www.tomorrowsengineers.org.uk 

Other photographs can be viewed 

on Moodle. 
 

Inspirational STEM 
      What is Engineering?  

 
Come along on a journey 

around the world and find out 
all about what engineers do, 

and how they do it!  

 
Discover how engineers de-

sign cars that go hundreds of 
miles an hours, build struc-

tures that can survive earth-
quakes, and cook food by us-

ing only Mirrors!  

 
See how Engineering has 

changed our lives! …  

This was the focus of ca-
reers driven show aiming 
to introduce secondary 
school pupils to the wide 
range of careers available 
in engineering and to show 
them that they can aspire 
to be engineers too! 

http://www.tomorrowsengineers.org.uk
http://www.tomorrowsengineers.org.uk
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Chorley Sports Awards which 
took place in the Town Hall in 

early December. 

 
Curriculum Leader for PE, Mrs 

Dempster, said: ‘It was a very 
grand night with many awards 

across many categories.  
 

‘We were nominated and then 

shortlisted. After winning last 
time we were beaten this time by 

a primary school!’   
  

In the Rising Star category again 

any person under the age of 18 
from the whole of the Chorley 

and district area could be nomi-

OUR SPORTY youngsters have been 
striving for success this half term 

with many individual and team tri-

umphs! 
 

Our Under 14 girls, Under 16 boys 
and Under 16 girls badminton play-

ers all won the Chorley and District 
round of the English Schools Centre 

Parcs competition. This competition 

was open to all schools in the dis-
trict. They will now go on to repre-

sent Chorley in the Lancashire 
round of the competition in Janu-

ary. 

  
St Michael’s was also nominated for 

the second year running in the 

nated. From all the nominations a 

shortlist of 7 was created. 3 of 
these were current St Michael’s 

pupils – Beth Jenks, Ross Cullen 

and Josh Richardson, Lucy Mearns 
who left last year was also nomi-

nated.  
 

The award was won by Ross Cullen 
and Lucy Mearns so the night was 

a great success.  

Sports Awards 

Clothes Show 
KEEN Art and Textiles pupils enjoyed a day of fun and fashion this 

half term when they travelled to Birmingham NEC to see the 
Clothes Show Live. 

 
A review of the day was written by Georgia Brooks, Phoebe Oakes 

and Ffion Powell. 

 
‘We had an amazing day at The Clothes Show Live. There was fash-

ion everywhere we looked. Inside the halls were hundreds of retail-
ers selling a vast array of styled garments including vintage, de-

signer and high street brands. Many university and fashion colleges 
were exhibiting at the show. It was very inspiring to learn about the 

courses and see the work the students designed and made.  It 

gave us a great insight into career and future opportunities.  
  

‘A highlight of the day was the big fashion show in main hall. On 
the catwalk the latest fashion trends were shown in a stunning 

show with dance and live music. There were also a number of ce-

lebrities there promoting their clothing lines including Charlotte 
Crosby and Lauren Pope. On the designer catwalk Zandra Rhodes exhibited her unique garments and she 

gave a live interview about her career in the fashion industry. 
         

‘Everyone had a great day and gained lots of inspirational ideas for their GCSE work. It was a most exciting 
and enjoyable experience. We hope to return again in the future.’ 

Are you interested in becoming a primary school teacher? 
DO YOU have a passion for teaching? Do you want to inspire the younger generation? 

St George’s Primary School in conjunction with the ‘Teaching School’ are presently recruiting trainee pri-

mary school teachers for their school-led teacher training programme and have vacancies to start from 

September 2015. 
If you have a degree and an obvious interest in teaching you are invited to attend a series of open days 

where you can come and have a chat about the teacher training opportunities available. The sessions will 
provide people with support and guidance on your application form and offer you school experience if 

you just want a taster of what teaching could be like. 

More information is available from the recruiter Yarrow Teaching School Alliance at: b.golding@st-
georges.lancs.sch.uk 
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All the local Chorley schools were 

represented and the pupils were 

challenged to build a 3D printer in 
a given time scale.  

 
This is a competition that Ultimak-

er have run in various parts of the 
UK.  

SIX young future designers were 

delighted when they scooped sec-

ond prize in a local competition. 
 

The team of six GCSE Product 
Design students were asked to 

take part in the Ultimaker 3D 
printing competition. 

Product Design teacher, Mr Don-

nelly, said: ‘Our pupils performed 

exceptionally well and came a very 
close second.   

 
‘The organisers were so impressed 

with the attitude of our pupils that 
they have agreed to a discounted 

price for a 3D printer.’ 

Designers praised 

Dance delights 

Unavoidable School Closure 
Every effort will be made to keep school open at all times, but regard to children’s safety must take prec-
edence. If an event arises during the day that results in the decision to close school, the following proce-

dure will apply: 

 The local situation will be monitored by school. Advice from police and ‘Safer Travel’ in charge of 

the school buses will be sought. The school will respond to their advice. 
 Pupils will be informed of the need to close school. Senior staff will brief each year group and help 

them make arrangements to get home. 

 Pupils will be allowed to leave school once they have talked to a parent about arrangements made 

for going home. 

 After school clubs / detentions will be postponed. 

We would ask that parents have an action plan organised in advance if the school were to close part way 
through the day in terms of where your child should go. 

 

In the event of school closure and on subsequent days 
A decision will be made as early as possible either the evening before or first thing in the morning 

(before 7.30am) as to whether school will remain open or will close. Information will be: 
 published on the school website. 

 broadcast on BBC Radio Lancashire (95.5 103.9 & 104.5FM and 855 & 1557MW.) 

 recorded on the school answer phone. 

 message on Schoolcomms. 

 Sent via message on Twitter (@SaintMichaelsCE) 

 
 

 
 

DANCE dynamite was enjoyed by pupils during November when 
they enjoyed a dance performance as part of Anti-Bullying Week. 

 

On Friday 21st November two groups of Year 8 pupils along with 
members of the Boys’ Dance Company were treated to a perfor-

mance from the Dynamite Boys Dance Company from Walton-le-
Dale High School. 

  
 

Dynamite had been working with The Ludus 

Dance Company for several weeks to create a 
piece that represented the seriousness of cyber 

bullying. The group had been touring the Lanca-
shire region with their piece performing in differ-

ent primary and high schools. 

 
Congratulations also go to Catriona Lucas, one of 

our Year 10 GCSE Dancers, who has been chosen 
to dance with The English Youth National Ballet 

in a production of Les Sylphides. 

Dance Dynamite performing 



P A G E  1 7  

S A I N T  M I C H A E L ’ S  N E W S  

deli Counters, working in Li-
censed and working in the Gro-

cery, Fruit&Veg and Chilled Cabi-

nets sections.  
 

‘Throughout the two weeks that I 
was there I learned many valua-

ble skills including 
speaking and lis-

tening skills and 

building up my 
confidence.  

 
‘For the first week 

that we were 

there we were 
given the oppor-

tunity to try every 
section and then 

on the second 
week we were 

allowed to choose 

a section.  

TWELVE lucky pupils this year 
will have the chance to have 

‘hands-on’ work experience with 

Booths Supermarket in Chorley. 
 

Year 10 pupil Arden Howkins is 
one of the pupils selected who 

has recently completed the two 
week programme at the store. 

 

She writes about the experience: 
 

‘Booths Supermarket kindly of-
fered their services in providing 

twelve work experience places 

for St Michael’s students, four of 
which completed this experience 

in the last two weeks. These pu-
pils got the chance to experience 

all the different areas that make 
up a supermarket including work-

ing on the tills and kiosk in Cus-

tomer Service, working on the 

 
‘For my second week I and one 

other pupil chose Chilled Cabinets 

while the other two pupils chose 
Customer Service.  

 
‘I found out lots about how a su-

permarket works and how many 
people in different sections work 

there.  

 

‘It was a great experience.’ 

Booths project 

Saint Michael’s News 

Saint Michael's CE High School,  

Astley Road,  

Chorley,  

Sound! 

 
For updates and reminders or just to 

keep in touch... 
  

Why not follow us  

@SaintMichaelsCE    

A FANTASTIC day of fun, games, singing and silliness  

was enjoyed by fourteen members of the upper  
school Bible Study group when they headed off to  

Manchester for the annual ‘Sound’ event. 
 

Mr Neville writes: ‘Highlights of the day included  

uncovering Ellen’s unbelievable music knowledge, Ellie  
winning an authentic 1990s Walkman (with megabass!), 

the epic Pucket contests (was Mrs Ferguson cheating?!), the one  
and only “Better or Worseship” game and Abbie winning  

herself a Lego Spongebob Squarepants set!  
 

‘In amongst all the fun there was some brilliant and  

inspiring Bible teaching on Ultimate Worship from Romans 12:1-2 and its challenge to serve God with 
our whole lives in all that we do.’ 

THE GEOGRAPHY department have been out and about spreading their knowledge and tal-

ent to pupils in local primary schools. 
 

Mr Fraser visted Whittle-Le-Wood Primary School teaching a lesson on Settlement which 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all pupils.  

 

Mr Demet visited and helped teachers at Lancaster Lane Primary school to re-design their 
KS1&2 curriculum. 


